cotlection in place of charging a small fee for admission, The hue
and cry arose from the fact that Dunning's Opera Troupe adver-
tised a sacred coucert to be given on a Sumday. They were
threatened with o prosecution if they made a charge.  The vesult
wis that the doors of the Upera House were thrown open, or, T
might more propetly say, forced opeu, and the public entered and
oceupied imbiseriminately both dress circle and hody of the heild-
ing without paying anything, except a few unfortunates who ad,
previous to the threatened prosecution, purchased veserval seat
tickets, awd they as a rnle dild not get in at all. The libeality of
the assembled multitude was tested as they left the building by
having a hat hebld up before theny, in which they were requested to
deposit any spave cash they might have about them, and the total
amount collected from some 1,700 people was about £20, a few
shankless huttons, and a lady’s partial set of teeth, dropped doubit.
less in the excitement of the houre  As the Act <does nob mention
the word lecture —only amuzements and debates—oenr Association
determined to make the usual charge dwring M Selby’s engawe-
ment, anud last Seaday again charvged the 1 - ot the doors, amd the
result was & considerable increase over the previous Souday’s vo-
ceipts, which was upon the voluntary principle.  But the mecting
was hardly as pleasant as usual, being shorn of its social character,
althongh the lecture was most exeellent and gave every satisfuction,
You arve by this time probably aware that we intend to test the
question of the applicability of the above-mentioned Act of George
LT to this colony as soon as we are assnred of the matevinl support
of kindred socicties, believing, as our new Premier telegraphs us,
that it is not in foree, adding the cncouraging words © No sur-
render,” to which I add < Nil Despernndum.”

Tnaddition to the somewhat exeiting oceurrences mentionedabove,
there has been a debate between My, Relby and Mr. John Buchan-
nan, the latter gentleman vepreseuting the Chistian Fvidence
Socicty, the President of which Society is the Bishop of this
Thacese ; subject-—*' Is the Mosaie account of Creatiou at varinncee
with Science.”  Muv. Selby, attivmative s Mr. 4 Buchanan, nega-
tive. The supperters of Mr. J. Bomnst have had vevy little faith
in their champlon, ov in their canse, as very few indeed shewed up,
the andience heing almost entively corposad of Rationalists.  They
so far neglected him as net to furnish kim with a lamp, water, and
glass, which omission probably accounted in some measure for his
voutinually tloundering about in the dark as though he was very
much fogged.— 1 am, &e,

WO Desxes, Hon. See,
Auckland, Ang. 15, 1854

WAVERLEY FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,
The Secretary of the Waverley Association forwards
the following particulars :—

Sir,—Notwithstanding the inclement weather, onr regular meet-
ings have heen well attended 5 veadings by the several meniliors
being much approved of,  We have altered onr lvur of nweeting
from 3 pom, to 7 pan, as this gives our cotntry membes o better
chanee of attewdance.  Onr Association has joined the NZ Foleral
Association, Dunedin. Fhis 15 much better than remaining an
isoluted part of the body,  The old ery of ** unity is strength 7 will
apply here.  Our Viee-President, when in Wanganui, having chiosen
several works bearing on our privciples, the Association anani-
mously approved of the choice of works made, thus forming the
nuclens of what we hope to he a very strong Libeary, 1 scein the
CChronicle” of the 22u0d, that the Selvationi=ts state they Jave
reeeived a letter from a Vrecthinker of Waverloy inviting them to
lay seige to their town,  The Freethinkers cannet be 1esponsille
forwwhat one mewber may choose to do, but the Association ttself
has nothing to do with the iuvitation, amd I qnestion very sl if
the name signed is on the books of the Association at all.

Yours truly,
W,

G, WINCHCD

i,

Seeretary,
Waverley, August 23, Ko M. 2, 84,

CANTERBDURY IFREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

We have to acknowledge the [ollowing items from
Mr. FoCo Tl Seeretary of the above Asseeintion ---

Sip~The ollowing sermons were delivered to vary gom] won-
eregations o Inly 20, @ Spivitualiswe bnoits Relabion to scienee,”
by Mr, Clhas, Bright « July 27, *F lotidelity,” by Ivo: Aue 3, an
weldr 1;}' Mo 5 Bl Avzs 10, ¢ Glsts, Witelies, ;\i)p;n‘i-
tions” (being the fivst of fwo lectures attacking Spivitnalismy, by Ly,

On the 250 nlt. an fuvitabion Leldl took plice at the Hall, which
was pob up for the young folk attumding our Sanday evening
SCIVIees.

Two or theee pages of the lives of the Holy Fathers are read
cach Sunday.  Some of us Tafidels begin to take gquite anjuterest
in the old scoundreels,

An evemenber of ours sent us front the top of Blue Moundaing,
NRW, a P00, for one pound towards the Fuwds, witli the wish
that he could Tivve male 16 for L5,

A few days o, per s Ruapebn, we sent howe o frozen sheep
addeessed to Chias, Bradlimgh, as w0 veminder that there are Free-
thinkers in Ahis colony.

Yours, &,
ILoe Hann, See CUFAL

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIA-
TION.

The lollowing notes from the Sceretary of the Wel-
lington Association will be read with intérest (—

S, -Since my last report 1 am glud to say onr membership lias
inercased rapidiy.  Owe voll new nmnbers 130, new wembers jom-
ing every week. The fact of onr having taken Ioger promises,
with comfortable seating aceommodation,” has hrought this aleont.
We bid fair to be o very strong Association in tine. 1 now sive
you o list of our lectuves for the last live wecks, which have Teen
well utteuded :(—July 140 < Maodern Civilisation,” Ly Mr. Tuniss ;
July 26, © Conquest of Grmada,”™ a0 poem, recited by oy Pres
dent 3 Ancs 10, Shadows of London,” by Me, Crook, a member
of the Chstelnrely Freethowst Aswocttion s and auother by him
yesterday on * Money and Misery™ These Tectures wire
crowded awlivnees, asd e lecturer was very Dpressive in Lis
deseription of the vice md misery of roodern Balolon, wd pictural
the rich man, with his hordes of pold, heing ellowed by viee anid
misery in fhab vast eity, 1 preswne he is from Londen, hewee his
knowledye of the different hovels of wretchedness he had visited,
of which e gave v a very maphic aceonnt. I ghis gentleman
should ¢all ag Wanganui {whirh 1 believe he intewls to], T should
strongly advise the Wanganui TPrecthousht Association 1o cncase
I for two or more lectures. His terins are v liberal, and lic
will work entively with what the Association thinks best.

Our moembers ave very gratiliod in the veturn of Messrs, Ballanee
and Stoub, With these gentlomen in the Cabinet, we trust the
bigots will not bo quite so spiteiol to Freethinkers, bt confess
theve are as good men mongst them as the pions orthodox,

We hold pur second =ocial guthering last Wednesday, and inviteld
Mozsis, Stout and Ballantee, whe, usfortuuately, eonll not cone,
Lt was o gient snecess,

Agnin thanking you for veports, T am, &=,

W Pyruen, Hon, See.

Wellington, Aug. 15, 1838

WANGANULD FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
Mr. Buckrell has supplic:d the following report for
the month ;—

S, —Since my last usual report you ave awars wa have had the
misfortune to lose the services of Ar. [ne. Ballance, who is
attending his Parliamentary duties in Wellington,  There can be
nodonbt s absence s 1 serious loss to us; vet, Toam pleased to
nntice, members are taking more interest, and have expressul the'r
determination to do all in their power to sustain the wsually high
character of our megtings, T

Lait Sunday, A1, jandine, late Seerctary of the Wollinston As-
sociation, gave us o hecture oo o Lemden, aml s sl The
two prvceding Suindays, M Donovan gave s a0 bechite i Luo
parts, eniiiled ©Whe Jea’t Ged B the Deviv s The boetnrer
coniencing with Admn and Eve, wuched bricily onthe eirenws-
stances attending the kalling of Abel by Cain, Noah and the deluge,
life of David) and the crecinsion, Then he dvesw the attention of
the awdience to e religiens wars that Jiad tken place from the
tme of Constantine to the present, maintaining awl showing that
the Drevil, during all these gieat caliomities, was really at the
Lottom of them all, and there scemed no good reason whatever
why Ciod lid not kill Bia Defore he had time to de 1) the mischief
he heel done i the workd, M Dienevan bas a laree store of
historicnd koewledae, which, combinsd swidh s notional wit aaul
epuatinl was of expression, madkes s lectures highly inatruetive wld

anye

n
.
Our meetings sl continue 1o be asource of attvaction, which is
Jargely die o the very eacellent nesie provided for us every
Sunday by 3 King and bis bamd,

Lrusting my nest communication willt be longer and more cx-
pheit,

I remain, &,
J- ] Brekrert,
See AW T AL
TUHE PROSECUTION OF MR CIIARLES
BRADLAUGIL

We take from the National Reformer the following
account of the answers o the jury to the ques-
tons submitted, in the aetion against M. Liads
Lvwgh for votmg tlegadly -

The Lord Chief Justice said: Now, ventlemen, here
arc the questions you will be good cnough Lo answer
i writing.,  No doubfi you would fike to retire,

The Foreman of the Jury : 10 your lordship pleascs.

The Court adjourned at 1.50.

The Jury returned into court at 2,30, and retired to
consider their verdict.

The Jury retwrned into court at 3.3,

Lhe Fury lunided @ paper fo lis ordsiip,

The Lord Chicl Justice: The irst question 1s— \Was
the Speaker,in fael, standing i Iront of (he chair or
sitting - the chair at the time whon the delendant
made and subscribed the oath 77



