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“egeed T hint on. Thope the legal dificultics which
scem to besel Sunday concerts wili soon be cleared up,
awd, if the dificulties arve real, cleared away, for these
concerts would be the supply of a want very much felt,
and during the winter months several could be main-
tained n {his city.”

NEAW SOUTH SWALTS.

UREETHOUGLHT IN N

Au encrgetic and staunch Freethinker at Neweastle,
N.SAV, Lo whom some Reviews were vecently sent
from \(:\\' 1l ymouth TR pri\'atc letter to a friend
under date 27th July, remarks -

“There are some really good things o the REviews you sent.
T hope the issue is self supportineg, The proprictor and edstor have
both enterprise and ability of @ superior mf{u, and deserve s
In reference to 17 l(t*huug]lt Lere, there is nn :lm'\tlml of s ]WM
wress,  There are now betweenn 600 and 709 shares In onr new kall
takew up and deposits reccived upon the same. Fhe ground is
securmd on o ten yvears” lease, with the option of purchaze at upset
price, £3537. I wilding waterials, stone, and timber are already on
Hlv arant, which will be uxed next weele o the structure. Mr.
, of Sydney, has been here during thiz week aiving two
s—one ab Wallzend, and the other, last night, at Newcastle

The same writer also mentions that he has sent to
Euogland for £10 \\'m'th of I'reethought hterature,
‘\\lll(_,nl he intends to offer for sale at fh(, Sunday cven-

g ledétures when the new hall is opened.  1le adds
L'Hlphllti(lilll)'ﬁ “ Progress must be made.”
A FREETITOTUGITT ARSOCTATION AT

STRATEFORD,

We have much pleasure in publishing the following
cammunication, wud liope we shall have to aunounee in our
next nber the secomplislhinent of the object = —-

T THE EDUTOR OF T PRERTHOTG T REY TEW,

Sin,—The encloged elipping taleen from o et ter of the Taranaki
Budget’s” Stratiord Corvespondent Led tansy writing the letter therein
enclozed) to the editor of that paper, with the view of enconraging
my unknown collengne in Frecthoncht, bhut as the eolumns sere
closed npon the snbijcet, T have to request you Lo Hid reom in the
Review if possible for beth clipping and Tetber,

I remain, &
Tros. G Tasser,
Inglewoind,
(Paragraph veferred to.)

As n prnof of the desire of the present generation for the
acuisition of knowledge and truth, there is alrendy o talk of
forining o Freethouoht Association n the distriet, as there are
many of the =ettlers bolding advanced views who feel the want of a
plve of mecting where they ean openly and freely discuss the facts
and plain truths that seienee is daily laying before us, to the
complete overthvew of the old superstitions degmas, and T trust
shortly to be able to repurt that the Assgciation has been successfully
fornued.

Taranaki.

CADVANCE STRATIORD”

THE FHEETILOCGITT RFEVIIW.

S, —The establishient of a Vreethonehit socicty av suatford, as
indizated by vour 8tratford and Neadre coreespondent in o letler to
you dated TOth st will he hatled with pleasure by nany settlers
round about Inglewood, who, as appears to be the case at Steatford,
“feel the want of a place of mectiog™ (fespesdally on Sunday ™)
Sowhere they van openly wnd freely disenss the Fets and pladn truthg
thnt seienee is Jdadly laying hefore us, Lo the complele overthrow of
tlie old superstitiouns dogmas ™ now  rejected hy  thousands who
formerly helieved in them, notso nmouch from choice as from chance,
bucanse they happened to he the docmas of the conutry in which
thev were borne [ with iy others in this disteict shall anxionsly
ook forward for the yeport which your correspondent troasts he will
b abile chortly fo send Dnforming you of the saccessful formeation
of the aforesaid assecidion 5 =tep of wlvaneement, which 1 nmidy
belicve will be folluwed by Inglewoud aud New Plymouth,

TOOTHE BIHATOR OfF

Yours &e.,

Tiros, G L.

Luglewood,

\]I LLLOoUw l\\L

QOur Malbourne correspondent remits the
briel epiteme of the mouth's procecdings of
ciation there

Tichates are the order of the day,
between Alr,

following
the Asso-

Shortly after the controversy

Svmes and the Rev. 1) ML Borry, the Rev, Canon
Potter opposad My, Symes for one evening on the proposition Iy
Atheism or Clivistianity the more reasonable belier 27 T'his, in

readity, was nol a debate at all, for the two hallhonr specches of
the Canon's were read from manuscript. After hie had read them,
DMr. PPotter handed them to the reporter of the * Daily Telegraph,

FREETIIOUGIIT

REVIEW. 5

which paper publisherd them verbatim, at the same time, with
customary fairmess, considerably condensing My, Symes’ portion.
This diseussion was fullowed up by auother ocenpying two cvenings,
Latween Mr. Sywies and I €G Higge, MDD, the Government mecheal
otficer. The subjects discassed were-—'1s Nawral History, or
Darwin's or any other Materialistic Theory, a true Science 2" on
Augnst 7th.; and — Ts Man a Reality in a Spiritual, or a Material-
istic Sense ?” on the Sthe The Doctor showed himself to be
thoronghly at home when speaking on corporeal matters, but as
5001 a5 he attempted te dedonce spiritualistic conclusions from them,
he no more understood his own logic lhan did his hearers, In
none of the debates that Mr. Symes has engaged in np to the
present, has he met a foeman worthy of his steel, The one with
A1 Berry was the most successful, the other two being merely cal-
culated o bring controversy into contempt.  As a forlorn hope of
bringing about a tnssle with the Dishep, the A8 A have determined
to write to that gentleman, inv ilin“ him to meet their representative
in the Melbonrne Town [all, the entive proceeds to be devoted to
the Austin Hospital.  Shoudd he decline, as 1s most probable, it 1s
theiv intention to insert the challenge as an advertisement in the

dailv papers
This month occurs the second anniversary of the Australian
Seendar Association.  When 1t was orgamsed by Mr. Thomas

Walker, assisted by a few enthusiastic Freethinkers, our opponcnts
l‘mphm ed its utter collapse in three moenths. Tnstead of that
taking place, iowever, we have reached our second birthday without
anyv disease.  In fact, we are so healthy, and have grown so fast,
that we now nnmber nearly as mapy as our older brother, the
Young Men's Christian Association.  Qur latest move is the intro-
duction of weekly subwrban lectures. One has already been de-
liverad swith fair success at Richimond.  The next takes place this
weelk at Collingwond.  Previons to the lecture there will be an
entertainment ‘)} members of the A.S A, assisted by the excellent
band of the assoclation.  As there will be free adimission to the
hall, with eollection, 1t is anticipated that many of the orthedox
will take advantage of the opportunity to listen to our case, and
probalbly will also accept the invitation to combat Mr, Symes’ views,

W, CA.

August rrth, 1354,

WOODVILLE FREETITOUGHT ASSOCIATION,

The Scerctary of the Woodville
wards the following particalars 1 —

Association for-

S, The report for the month is not of a very inspiring nature,
Owing to the severe coll and web weather we have experienced, our
attendances have been small—so muceh so that we have decided
temporarily to bolid onr meetings onee a month.  Qur members are
seattered over a large district, but though we have a fair number of
members living within o stone’s throw of onr meeting house, they
will not attend, but prefer to go to Church at the same time as we
hold our mectings, and hurlesque Christianity,  The same members
arve ever ready to help with their purse, but for some reason or
other hardly ever attend, and thereby discourage in 2 great degree
those few who do. The varions papers for the mvath haveall heen
veid by our brave Prestilent, and seem to have heen so eonvineing
that ne disensdon followed. The attendance of the public has bheen
very ool considering the weather ; and if the whole of the mem-

hers wonld only pnll together, and be a little more avgressive i
their work, we shonlil soon make wood progress. There s, how-

ever, some talk of reorganization. Some of the members wish to
have musie and singing instead of discussions on theological =1ib-
jects, Weare promised a debate on the st Sunday in septomber
Between a Mro endle and our President.
1o ke
Gro. Hureniss, Secretary WAL

PR Tl guite forgot to mention that Me Hngo hald heen o a
visit here, Bretiring upon Physiognomy, and that on Sunday even-
ing, the 17¢h, he wave o lectave against Spivitualism, at which I
was unable to he prosent, bat whi BT am told was a ver v gomlone.
Tt nay sy thot the people here, Religionists and non- lu]lymm 4
have Been holding cureles for the investization of Spivitualism. In
fact, it has almest become o eraze, nearly overyone you meeb
cither giving or asling to be riven some tnformation with regard to
the phenomena. rom what T ocan see and learn of it, T am per-
sauled that 161y porfotly nseless to mankind for good, even suppos
ing it to bo true. Tts only cowd featmre s that at prescut the
niajority of its adherents are anti-Christians, but a host of the
Tesor Tirhits ave strivime to zot the Chorelies to take if np as a last
resotiree auiiinst what they term the < intidelity of the Age”

AUCKILAND RATIONALISTIC
The Sccu,tm\ of the (lbO'\L Association acain tavours

us with a seseenee of the month's work, \\hlch will be
found mteresting.  1le writes :—

ASSOCIATION,

Sik,—-Af the time of writing my last report we had just com-
meneed a shord engagement with My, Isaac Selby to lecture for us
en Sunday evenings, awd all was going on swimmingly, our recei)ts
answering the expectations of the leeturer and the Assoviation,
whin, lo and behold ! the Avgus-cyed Enspector of Police suddenly
discovered that during the veizn of that righteons old medioere,
Georee T, an Aet way passod to prevent elinrging for admission to
Smulay amuscinenis—not to prevent the amusement, but the
methsd of retting paid for the same ; for we ave allowed to meet in
the usual mamner, have the sume class of enterbainment, including
lecbure ad debade, but must substitute the voluntary mode of



