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SBECULAT MORALITY

Many persons, who know nothing whatever about the
teachings of Secularism, appear to imagine that it is purely
distruetive, nnd offers noe home in whieh man may dweoll,
afterithas pulled dewn the crmnbling edifice in which e now
resides.  Destruclive 16 18 ag regavds the relisions of the
world ; you canmot plant flowers i ground whieh is full of
weeds, until you huve pulled up and destroyed the weeds;
and sinee the whole garden of the world s full of the peison-
plants of superstition, and there 18 no gronnd outside to
plant our fudr hlos<ois in, we st pull up, and roet o,
aud dig o portion of the carth aronnd s, til we have eleared
wospELee wherein to set our flowers.  Grod elaings the whole
world as bis, awd builds lus ehorelies everswhere ; we eliim
the whole world as Man's; and we muast pull down the
ehitirehios to ke room for the schools; so we drive the
Giod-tdea baek Trom oft the groumd we have won, and keep
the sword peint ever towands 1t with the one Tmud, while
we till the gronnd with the other. BU1L we have won a
plot of ground, men's ad women's hearts and braius, from
which have been pulled up the weeds the Churches sowed
in them, and which need enlture and planting. To them
Secularisi has wnessage; to them 1t brings o rule of con-
duet; to them it gives o test of morality, and a guide
through the ditiondtivs of life, W test moradity by utility
whatever ensures and inereases hutnan happiness s vight
whatever destroys and Injures human lappluess s werosgy
a woral neb is o vsefal wct; an humoeral act 1s an injurious
act; Leyord this we live no meauing for the wend movadity,
Our morality 18 tested only— be it noted- Jiy ntility inthis
life, and i this werld ; with any sthor Jife, with any other
world, we have nothing whatever to do.  If our couduet
promotes human happiness in this world, it is woral and
vight, und uny consideration which induees us to ackso as to
deereuse in any possible way happiness enjoved upon earth,
is innnoral ane wrong,  Asceticism, in any shape, 15 -
moral ; it decveases the amownd of temporal happiness ; aud
whether it please God or no, whedher i give o seal o
hewven or no, whether it hring happiness o a futore dife ov
no, it is equadly fmmeral, it 1s egually wrong. Tt is moral
to give every natural feeling free seope, proviled only that
ne ether pevson is injured, cither diveetly or ndivectly bt
if the actton doue would, i1 generally dove, tend to the
unluppiuess of soviety, that aelion 3s wrong, because the
Dappiness of all s move Diportant than the bappiness of
one ; and the utilitarian ruie iy, that only these actions are
moral which tend to nerease the smount of huppiness pos-
sthle. Toonany peints the Clivistian and the Seeular
meavalities coimelde, althovel springing from ditferent roots;
i some they diveedy etasl, Both would wrree that lying
v wrang,  Whyt o Beenuse,” says the Clodstim, 1o
ottinds aguinst Cod” “Not w0, answers the Sceulivist;
vt beeanse 16 brings abous vrtualdistrust, aod, if generally
practised, would vender soclety impossible.” T, (-.:u:h
reprobates the same et but deoes so ona perfectly dislinet
croniud,
© Chvistian worslily is itself nneonseliously Utilitarian, and
when the precepts of its fonnder would he injurions i
cirried out, it very gquictly drops them eut of its code. No
Christian vemsds 16 s moral to condone a theft by giving
the thiel wore thoan Lie had stolen, or to enconpage Britalivy
by nonvesistanee s nrility is too strang for the philosophy,
and wonldy v into contormity witle the newmls of soviety,
Bal Christion worlity 15 shaped and colowrad by the
ernleavour Lo secare lppiness inoa world other il thiy
iy actions e dome whicle deercase tenporad, beoase
{hey are supposed 1o nerease cternal, happiness, . To the
Seenluvist all such nctions are distinetly innmoral, and
deserve stern reprobation.
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Purtlier, the momdity which eommands the Seewralist to
doall which tends to inercase the temporal happiness of
mankind, fays upon bim dulies which it 15 eriminal to
negleet, Bdueation 18 neeessary to human happiness; it
inereases the sourees of happiness, and quickens, and shar-
pens the power to enjoy. To promote cdueation In every
possible way becomes thenm a duty inemnbent ou every
Neenlarisl; o Seeular Hoclety which does nothing to educate
its members is negleeting one of of its chief duties: il is
morally bound to care for the eduealion of its chiliren, to
aive facilities forcontimad edneation o its adults, to agitate
i favonr of every Pavliamentary proposivion wiich minkes
education more casily attainuble by the people, aud against
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everything which narrows ovr degrades it A parent who
professes Scenlar principles, and who does not insist on,
and provide for, the due schooling of his children, at what-
sver personad sacrifice, 1s committing a distinet breach of
Heeular morality, A citizen who neglects political stody,
and the diseliarge of politiecnl duty, also sins against
morality : hiuman happiness is increased by every improve-
went 1 law, and 1s deereased by State Injustice and State
tyruiny; to be indifferent to that which affects the happi-
ness of the whele country is a crime.  The Seeularvist has
duties to himeelf s well as to his neighbours. It is
Divtnoral to neeleet e luws of hisalth, that is, to fail to
profit by the observed sequence, according to which some
acts prownte, and others mjure, health, Drunkenness is im-
maval; 1t weakens and destroys both physical and mental
puwers, awd 18 therefore wreong, even when it is not further
pugravated by publie riot.  Obedience to physical law is
Dienmmbent o every Seeularvist, and Impurity  of life,
unclennhiness, excess of any deseription, are all sins against
Svenbe wmorality. Discharge of dutics—personal, soetul,
political—is sternly reguired from all who take our name:
cowrtesy m datly life, mutual respect and reverence, willing
aesistanee to any whe need add, ungradging  exertions
for the goad of others, bold resistanee of evil in every shape,
wnshrinking definee of every form of tyvanny, unchanging
paticnee in the reformation of the froward and the evil, un-
failing tewderness with the weak and the aged, untiving
kindness to all atike, these ave all required by Seeutar mor-
alily from those whe range themselves nnder the banner of
Seelarisin, Nothing loss than this wust be the ideal
which weo strive to renliye; and to this we wust add every
griwe and every beauty of chavacter whicl can add to the
brightness, and increase the happiness, of human life.
ANNIE IBESANT.
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TEACHING A SECULAR CODE,

The AMinister of Edueation of New South Wales has
sent the following veply to the decularist depatation, headed
by My T Wadker: -

“Oir——1 s desived Ly the Blinister of Public Instruction
to acknowledge thereceipt of yourletter of July, 1834, asking
that the New South Wales brauchof the Australasian Secular
Association way he permitted to send its representatives
mito thie Htate schols to insteues the children of Secularists
D tledy duries to thewselves, to society, and to the country
i which they live,” and submitting that clanse 17 of the
Tublic Instruction Jet of 1330, gives the Secular Assoelation
that right.

20 Iureply I aw divected to state that the Minister Ling
constdeved the points ratsed 1 your letder, and particulaly
in the code of struction in morality dissoctated from
thealogy, proposed to be tavght by the Seeular Association,
and Dudicated Jooparagraphs A (@ by I (a b)) and 111 ITH,
and while acknowledging that the duties mentioned in
paragraphs T 1T TLT ave such as sheuld be imposed on every
ealonist, the Minister is of opinion that the proposed code
dous not come within the meaning of “ religious instruetion
{as distineuished from seenlav instruction) mentioned in
cliaze 17 of the Pulilic Instruction Act. Moveover he cannot
see any neacssity for sucl a code of instruction being
fnparted by speeial teachers from your Association in the
way proposed by youp even if such a course were permissible,
Dnasiuch as miost of the subjeets nuned by yvou are already
preseribed in the ordinary teaching given in the schools
wnider this department Paragraph 30 of the ¢ Instructions
to Teachiorsy runs thus @ -

“oIt shadl be the daty of ali teachers to fmpress on the
windg of their pupils the principles of morality, trath,
justice, and patriotisiun ; to teach them to avoid idleness,
profunity, wnd fulschood ; to instruct them in the principles
of a free government ; aud to train them up to a frue
comprehension of the vights, duties, and dignity of ¢itizen-
ship, "—1 am, &e,

“ (. MiLLEn,
“ Acting Under Sceretary.”

Lady Locly, the wife of the new (lovernor of Victoria,
iy the twin-sister of Lady Lytton, wife of the late Viceroy
of Indin,  Bhe has a very tall though graceful  fignre, and
her face always wears o pleasantsmile, which gives one the
Dupression (hat the owner has w kindly Leart and a contented
mind,




