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An unrepealed Act of George [11L, it appears, pro-
hibits the charging of a fec on Sundays for admission
to a public place, and the police are using this rusty
old weapon against the Rationalistic Association of
Anckland, which has thought it prudent not to contest
the matter in the Courts.
censured the police for thelr adtion, holding the opinion
that obsclete Acts of that kind should not berevived.
We cannot agree with this opinion.  The duty of the
Executive is to enforce the law, and no law is obsolete
which can be enforced. Frecthinkers should clearly
understand the merits of this question,  Lord Coleridge
lntely, in the case of Mr. Foote and Lis friends, placed

Some of the papers have

the most liberal interpretation on the law of blaspliemy;
but his dicta have been guestioned by Mro Justice
Stephien, who traces at every turn the harsh and crucl
features of the law, There is no guarantee against a
revival ef prosccution while an oppressive law exists.
If the Acl of George is in force in the colony, we have
no right to blame the police for their action.  What
has to be done is to get it repealed ; and as uo one can
very well defend so senscless 2 prohibition, it should
not be difficult to remove the dead hand of the Georgian
lawgiver from New Zealand.,

The Trench are keen wits, and the report of the
Committee appeinted on the Recidivisto question 13 a
characteristic prodaction,  The progperity of the Aus-
tralian colonics is due to the fact that they arose outof
convictisni, and hence France must insist on following
so excellent an example! We are further informed
that French criminals of the artizan class prefer New
Caledonia.  This probably means that it will he some
advantage to Australia to have the chance of an ac-
cession to its population of a class which, though
Of
course so peiite & nation would never insinuate that
because Australia received convidts at one time, it
should not olijecdt to reccive them now,  13ut seriously,
Low little TFrench politicians know of the new world,—
almost as little as they knew of Germany in 1870

crimnal, 15 artizan and IFrench at the same time.

The * Manawatu Times’ quotes as follows from a

recent speech made by the Iion, Major Athinsen o
“Jle was in faver of @ Slate religion, and thought it
odisgrace to s, as a Claislian people, that we could

“not sink all differences and worship Ged without all
“these creeds.”  The logic of this may be expressed

in a few words. Docs Major Atkinson believe in
noie of the crecds?  Ifso lic must have some special
belicf of his own, and this belief is itsclf o creed,  Tf
lie objects to the Tmmaculate Conception, we see no
reason why the Roman Catholics should abandon the
doga i order to attain wniformity, e is trying to
attam therefore at the impossible, The line is drawn
at Christianity, and all ontside that pale would have,
it appears, to ackuowludge the new Stale religion.

With the advance of Frectlhiought the Clinstian seets

will no doubt approach each other more closely, and
they will sink many of the feuds and differences in
facc of the common encmy. Dut by the time
when they will all be found 1n such agreement as to
accept a cf rebgilon, Freethinkers
will be numerous cnough to be able to resist even the
united efforts to establish Christianity upon an official
basis,

national form

Just previous to the General Election which this
coleny has lately passed through, the President of the
“IWanganui Frecthought Association’ very properly
deprecated the advice of a member of the kindred Asso-
ciation in Welilngton {(where it wos s
with applause) that o “block vote ™ should be given
by Ircethinkers on general political questions, To do
so would he to act upon the puncipies, and to adopt
the practice, of the bitterest opponents of frecthought.
It is wot Freethinkers who should follow the Dad
example of those who attach undue importance to the
holding of a certain set of theoretical opinions upon
abstract questions, Character, and special knowledge
and ability in relation te political matters, and even
special views on the questionsthat arc likely to occupy
the attention of Parliament, are surely of more import-
ance in determining the fitness of a candidate to assist
in the legislation and gevernment of a country, than
his theological or anti-theological idcas.

eriugly recetved

There might
be special occasions on which a Freethinking block
vote would prepeddy be given, e, If any serious
attempt were made to interfere by legislatien with
freedom of thought and expression. At present no
such danger threatens, and it would be a great mistake
for Freethinkers to act asif thiey were a sect anxious to

use political power to assist in spreading their opinions.

The result of the General Elcction serves to show
that a large number of Roman Catholics had too much
good sense and honesty to sacrifice their individual
political convictions at the command of their priests.
Indeed, bigotry of all inds has been taught a useful
lesson, and those persons who thought that the electors
would virtually disfranchise themsclves at their bidding
will perhaps remember it for future use.  *The Tablet’
mdeed draws a different moral, and advises Catholic
volers to sacrifice everything to the education question
regarded from their poiwnt of view. According to this
plan of operations, every effort is to be made to place
Catholics on the electoral rolls in crder that they may
vote so as to  disorganise parties " and thus “ compel
them in the long run to unite and settle the education
question on just and equitable principles.” Apart from
the obvious immorality of this advice, ¢ The Tab-
let * forgets that two can play at such a game as this,
A class that deliberately combined to injure the com-
nunity at large, in order to advance its own supposed
interests, would soon be regarded as political “ dyna-
mitards " who would huve to be rendered powerless
for evil at all hazards.
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The growing convu‘hon oir the part of the ofmml
representatives of the Catholic Church, that

ll“'(.l)t and cducated member

the intel-
wcir owt
can no longer be controlled * like dumb dviven cattle,”
and forced to turn frem the broad path of secial duty
into any narrow little lane that the Church declares is
the only road to Heaven, is perhiaps the reason why of
late such persistent eftorts have been made to redress
With this obje@
in view, the Catholic priests in various parts of the
colony have made use of that perfedd organisation
which has always chara@erised their Church,
“work "V the system of nominated immigration in their
own interests. The plan adopted 1s to induce as
many people as possilile to nominate the lower class
of Irish Catholics. The men arein a very short time
available as cle€tors, who arc manipulated as < block
“ votes’

ray
t+
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the balance en the side of ignorance.

to

"at all elections, general and local,
the colony.

throughout
The women arc indirectly quite as usetul,
for where Dridget is Pat scon comes.  In this way the
relative proportions of creeds and nationalities is heing
gradually altered, as the fmmmigration rcturns show.
We commend this fact to the cousideration of the

Legislature and the Government.

It must be confessed that the supporters of a super-
natural creed which does not rest upon the solid rock
of fact, but upeon the shifting sands of popular belicf,
are wise in their gencration when they insist upon

having the control of the education of the young., Tt
is only prejudicing the growing intcllect, conscience,

and imagination in favour of accepted dogmas that in
our day gives them a chance of being retained o after
life, in spite of the disintegrating nflucnces of modern

surroundings.  As Mr. Alatthew Arold says, ¢ Our
“ point is that the objecticns to wiracles "—and he i

mirht have added to supernataralisny generallys— do, |
“and more and more will, without insistence, without
“attacl, without controversy, malke their own force
“felt.”  And he adds—< It 13 the time-spirit which is
“gapping the proof {of Christianity] trom miracles—it
18 the Zeit-Gelst itsclf.  Whether we attack then or
¢ whether we defend them not much

“ Thehuman mind is turning away from them,

docs matier.

There is a fashion in religion as in most other things,
and there are not wanting signs, that Christinnity of
the old delinite type is ceasing fo be fashionable, and
belief in it to be regarded
intellectual and social inferiority.
i public opinion is due to increased knowledge and
cuiture, it ouzht to be welconmed by all Frecethinlers,
who have long

Is conung mark of

So far as this chanes |

a5 a

i
|
been assured Dy the ovthedox that ‘

“gociety 7 owas against thewn, and that their ranks were
only recruited from the ciass of the hal cducated and
wholly discontented radicals of the large towns, who
as the natural enemics of order, hated Christianity as
Now it 1s acknowledaed that the
chicf danger to the creed of Christendom arises from
the fact that while ttis atitacked by the foremost men
of the age, its defence is cither official, or is undertaken
by those who have no ulea of the strength of their
enemies’ positiorn. 1

its cmbodiment.

People who have come to the conclusion that the
civilised world has, from the time of Constantine at
least, been the victim of o huge delusion, and because

Christianity cmbodies many {rucideas, has accepted |

the myths with which they are associated, on the
authority of the Churches, are naturally apl {o regand
with «nepicion many moral and social
held with undoubting confidence.  In short, the utter
collapse of one authority throws discredit upon all
authorities, just as one hank
m all the frandulznt comduct
trustee makes other trostees suspected,
prejudice which shoudd be
As Sir G. €, Lewis long
cxcellent work “ The
watters of Opinion,”

truths hitherto

failure shakes confidence

other banks, eor

of a
Now this is a
carefully guarded against,
ago his
influence of Anthority in
that the value of authority is at its
very lowest in religious questions, just as il is at its

demoenstrated, 1n

on

highest 10 ihose branches of scicnce in which experts

are unanimous, such as Astronomy or Physics.  Le-
tween these extremes lies that large region where the
presumption is in favour of the truth which rests upon
a widde expericnes, and is supported by principles
which have been

carclully thought out by those whe

have devoted (heir attention to them.

I Frecthinkers
would carcefully consider what zeeigds should properly
attach to any authoritative statement,
savod from the risk

they would be

of discraditing their own canse by
project of social
crecd they hasve

fechings than to

being too ready to support any crude
reforny, which too often rescmbles the
rejected, by appealing

rather to the

fact and reason.

]1]C )I‘lC‘[iC:L] (SN )Cl‘i(:n(:(} Of ares \\'i }1 \\'llic}l CCcono-
& 1

aversion felt by the majority of thinking mea to

mic science 1s 1 complete accord, justities the
all the
wild soctalistic schemes which are so freely advorated
in the present day. Nealy all of them are based upon
the notion that whatever can be controlled
tion can be improved by at,
ngarity ad

b lewisla-
Given a parliamentary
these ¥ projectors 7 think they can use
ias a lever to move the world, They forget that the
fulerum s wantig if the facts of human nature are left
oul the Wore reorganised

to-dav on some abstract theory of social justice, it
3 h J :

of calculation,

soclety
would beginto scttle down to-morrow 1o
ich 1t hay beoen evolved.
The legislative dose, or shock, wonld have produced an
ness more or

accordance
with the organic lorees by wh
less severe i the body poiitic, and ity
various organs woulil soon resume thoir
(SGHER

normiit fune-
Such considerationsmight be thought to tnply
a contented or perbaps o discontonted fidalizm, Dt
they donot. On the contravy, they point to ilic pos-
sibility of so modfyig social relations as 1o joadace
the greatest possible good consistent with the existing
state of the s it
this demands the care plivsictn,
=il

terler

socicty sought to be improved, to o
of the skilful pohiical
mstend of the rishness of the ignorint gaack,

less can owoe trust to the sentinnentalists whore
Noture 1

AR

mercies are venerally cruel ullerly regand-

less of Tnian wishes thal g moaceosl with her
From (he sentimental poind of view how admir-
able were the attewpts of Governments to prevent

specnlators from buving up corn when

Liws,

cheap and
selling it to the people when dear, and yet modern

sclence has shown that such interference couveried
scarcily into a famiue,

Very simular to those sumploary laws which worked
such mischiel in the middle ayes we adl those proposals
nterfore with the
labour which the

“protechion to local mdustey 7

ingly popular in this coleny.

10 relations between capital and

n form of “eght hour ™ bills anmd
seem beeotning luereas-

Were hadf the attention
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which is given to thesc proposals—which are as un-
scientific and as fascinating to soumc
minds as was formerly the attempt to discover per-
petual motion—devoted te considering the question of
co-operation or ¢ Profit-shaving Tetween Capital and
“Labour,” to quote the title of AMr. Scdley Taylor's
recent book, the working wan would soon resent as an

apparently

impertinence the assertion of the politician anxious for
his vote, that he is kept in the position of a serf beeause
capitalists air¢ foo powerful and oo clever to allow
hiin 1o get a [air share of the products of his own
industry.  What is of far grcater importance, instead
of lacking to the State for that assistance which the
State is quite unable to give, he would endeavour to
help himself by taking a portion of his wages in the
form of a per-centage of the net profits of the under-
taking in which he was employed. This no doubt
implics a certain amount of sclf-denial and the power
of pestponing a small present gratification in order to
procure a greater one in the future, but this is a con-
dition precedent to all success in life due to individual
cxertion, will
Commuinism
nicans eating other people’s cakes till there ave none
feft, If the end of the world had come as soon as they
expected it would, the Communism of the early
Christians would have been rational, as no more cakes
would then have been wanted,

No contrivance, however ingenious,
cunbie us to eat our cake and io haveit.

In the June number of < FThe Nincteenth Century’
Mr. Justice Stephen has gone far te prove that < Mr.
“Ilarrison’'s God, Hlumanity with a capital I, is
“neither better nor worse fitted to be a God than the
“Unknowable with o capital U,” which, though not
Mr, Herberl Spencer’s God, scems to have been re-
carded as such by certam theologians in scarch of &
Deity not maste in by the gradual
The couclusion AMr.
Stevens arvives atis, that if belief in the supernatural
has 1o be givenup, religion in any intelligible scuseof the
termy, must cease to extst, <157 he says, human life is
“in the course of huing fully deseribed by science, T do
“ pot see what materials there are for any religion, or,

nEn's  inage
cvolution of (the relivious idea,

“lidecd, what would be the use of one, or why it is
“ywanted, We can get on very well without one, for
“lough the view of life which scicnce 1s opening to us
“oives us nothing to worship, it gives us an inhnite
“number of things to enjoy. There are many who think
“or sy they thinle that I the seientilic view of human
Tlis
We shoald have to live
“on different principles from these which have usually

“ile s Lrue, Tie ttself wouldd not be worth living,

“oseem Lo me altogether false,

“ been professal; but L think that, for people who take
“ajust view eof their position and are moderately
“fortunate, fife would still be extremely pleasant,  The
“world scems to me o very good world 1f it would only
“last, Tts full of pleasant people and curious things,
“and T think most men ind no difheulty in turaing their
“minds away from its transient charadter,” |

“ 1 think religion would die with theotegy 3 but as I
“hiave said T othink we could live very well without
“oreligion” “ Morality would be transformed
Lbi Romines, tbi mores. Men can
“never associate together without honouring and re-
“warding and protedling in various ways temperance,
“Jortitude, benevolence, and justice.

“hut not destroyed.

No individual
fnancan live inazociely of anysize without descerning
é s fudt, sharing more or less in the common feclings,
“Judging his own conduct according to them, and

“ pereelving that his own personal interest is, to an
“extent marcor less considerable, bound up in the
“wencral inlerest.  That this state of things will here-
“after produce, as it has in the past produced, a solid,
“ vigourous, useful kind of moral standard, reflected to
‘“a great, perhaps to an increasing, degree in law
“ properly so called, secms practically certain.,”” This
is masculine good sense, of which we want more than
at present exists to corredt the reign of fuss and fad
which just now controls so many well meaning people.

“ The Lvolution of Christianity " a work published
last year by « Willlams and Norgate,” gives in a brief
space a very cxcellent idea of the materials and reasons
on which the scieatific and historical school base their
rejection of Christianity, Less elaborate than “ Super-
natural religion,” the book in question is more readable,
and brings out the essentially evolutionary nature of
the process by which the originally merely moral
teaching of Jesus became gradually converted into the
claborately dogmatic systems of later ages. [t is just
the sort of book that the clergy and those who denounce
Frecthinkers should read.  TFew will probably do so,
for faith based on sentiment can only be preserved in
its integrity by carcfully refusing to * hear the other
side.”

The change in political feeling by which the Clerical
party comes into power in Belgium, is apparently due
to a conscrvative want of popularity arising from a
scries of errors on the part of the Liberals, The
Liberals have rendered many distinguished services in
legislation, the greatest being the establishment of a
secular system of education. This law is now to be
repenled if the advice of the ultramontane press and
party be accepted. Yet Conscrvatism, even though
tinctured with clericalism, hardly ever shows much
zeal n the work of repealing liberal measures—recog-
nizing the expediency of not going back. Belgium
Conservatism may however be completely in the hands
of the clergy, who have yet to learn, in every country
of the world, the wisdom of moderation, and its line of
action on this question, among others, will be watched
with the kecnest interest,

The Dunedin Tablet advises the Catholics to change
their policy. They have not been successful in return-
g menibers of Parliament pledged to denominational
education, and the reason is that they exposed their
hand. In future they areto work silently, place every
qualificd Catholic on the roll, and when the next
clection comes round to punish, In the absence of a
friend of Catholic claims, the old cnemy by voting for
the new. I any member has not supported the claims
he is to be destroyed by the block vote at the first
opportunity.  Thus de the priests lay the snare in the
sight of the bird ! Success is to follow on secrecy,
and the secret is cxplained! Is is unfortunate for the
ccclesiastics that no amount of whipping up can
destroy the feeling of independence among a portion of
the Catholics who think thetime has arrived when the
clergy should be kept out of politics. DBut supposing
a block vote possible, it would simply have the efiect
of proveking rctaliation. It is a two-edged sword
which cannot be used with safety to themselves by the
interpreters of “ the will of God 7 that docs not i/l

If there 1s one institution against which Ireethought
wages uncompromising war, it is the dreary Scotch
Sabbath., Our opponents cllen misrepresent us by
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saying that our aim isto so secularise the Sabbath as
to introduce labor, and abelish its distinctive character.
This we emphatically deny, knowing full well that
hard-working humanity nceds a recurrent day of rest
and recreation, In recognising this need, we by no
means admit its divine origin ; and we can demonstrate
that its necessity was perceived by man long before
the institution of the Mosaic Sabbath, But what we
maintain is that it should be purely a day of reereation
and rest, in the proper seuse of the term ) that is, that,
instead ot a man shutting himself up in a very often
stufly and ill-ventilated building, listening to the dreary
platitudes of a drowsy parson, the hell-fire denuncia-
tions of a perspiring ranter, or induiging in the
dyspeptic and over-fed slumbers of an untimely nap;
he should refresh and rebuild the mental and
physical frame by imbibing the pure air of heaven, or
by some outdoor exercise, such as cricket, boating,
tennis, or other healthful recreation, We sometimes
give vant to a regretful sigh to think how probably the
next generation, ot at the most 2 few years hence, men
and woman, boys and girls, will every 7th day enjoy
the now almost unknown blessing of a truc holiday,

How often the parrot cry is raised by the clergy that
if we do away with Christianity we alse abolish all
morality and ail check on crime. Surely it is but a
poor compliment to humanity to suppose that men
can only Le kept from leading vicious lives by fear of
future punishment or hope of reward. That faith and
morals are not necessarily inseparable has been de-
monstrated over and over again, and also that faith
has little or nothing to do with progress and civilisa-
tion, We opine that few Christians would Lold out
the hand of fcllowship to Mormons, or deny that they
are the followers of a most pernicious and damnable
heresy ; yet we have it on the very best authority—the
authority of unfriendiy reports—that crime is almost
unknown amoengst their own members; that but for
the Gentiles, .e., Cliristians, in their midst, there would
be no need for gaols or police ; and that, scarcely with
an exception, the Gentiles own zall the drinking-bars,
gambling saloons, and brothels ! In having turned an
arid, saline wilderness into a flourishing garden, their
progress is demonstrated as a problem of Euclid. And
yet there arec Christians so devoid of humour as to
deliberately preach in their midst the Gospel of con-
version !

A recent return laid on the table of the House of
Comumons states that during the vear 1883 forty-four
poor wretches died of starvation in London alone ! It
is said that sermons can be preached from stones,—
how much mere fron: this ghastly statement 2 Think
of it? ye wel l-fcd well-housed  bishops, deans, and
(husuan clergy b What has your faith dene, what is
it doing, to allay the fearful misery and cvime of pauper
London? What avail is it to proclaim with trumpet-
blast that your wealthy hible socicties issuc their
milliens of hibles, in hundreds of foreign tongucs, when
thouwsands are starving in your midst 7 A few gencra-
tions hence the student of history will wonder at the
strange anomaly ot a faith spending its thousands of
pounds, and sending its army of missionarics abroad
to convey a doubtful henefit to the heathen, with such
a ficld at ils very doors ! Jesus of Nazareth said---
« Blessed be ye poor, for yours is the kingdow of God.”
Take heart, starved, and degraded
wretches, for heaven knows you are poor enough, and
great must be your reward hereafter!

poor, drunken,

Proguess.,

SUNDAY CONCERTS.

The question nfrlmrwm admission to the Sunday
Concerts in Auckland, b waving been raised by the
authoritics, the President of the Auckland Rational-
istic Socicty (Mr. A, Campbell) writes as follows :—
“ There 1s very consideralle taste for music in this
city, suburbs, and throughout the provincial district
gencrally.  Evidence of this faét is found in the large
trade in the sale of musical instruments and musical
literature ; in the excellent patronage given to opera in
the city and to local concerts throughout the country; in
the introdudtion of musical mmstruments inte church
assemblies, and the competition between churches as
to which shall produce the best musical attractions.
It is well known that many attend churches solely to
listen to the music, and by this class the music without
the service, rather than with the scrvice, is preferred.
The Choral Society have with great spirit and liberality
for several years given once a year a free treat of tlus
kind, and on Sundays ; and on these occasions, though
the Choral Hall had been twice as large, it would have
been filled. So much for the capability of a large
portion of the Auckland public to enjoy nmusic without
a religious service, Now for the payment of the music,
We all know that a concert, whether on a Saturday or
a Sunday, must be paid for by some party; and,
'11‘(11011”11 the members of the Choral Society can
happily afford to be generous and give their concertg

free, )ct these concerls cost thun much, and they
might as well have made a charge; 'md on cach

occasion they could casily have had at least fifty
pounds, which, if their Seciety did not require, could
have been disposed of amongst our charitable insti-
tuttong,  The nquestion how payment should be made
by the entertaine:] at a Sunday concert secms to be one
i which no (io\'crnmcnt has any call to nterfere, and
may safely be left for the entertainers and the enter-
taived to settle between themselves, There are two
modes of payment-—the fixed charge and the voluntary
ollection.  The fixed charge has the nerit of being
business-like. It places the entertainer and the enter-
tained on an equal awd reciprocal footing.,  The
entertained pay for certain musie, the musicis supplicd,
the engagement between the partics 13 completed, and
they are (11:1ts. In the voluntary collection methaod,
the entertainers do their part, and then adopt the mlu
of the mendicant and beg from the entertained a
charity 1o keep them alive until the next occasion they
may entertain them, and again beg for such charty as
the entertained may dole out.  Of course, you have
scen a strect musician grinding his tune or singing his
song, and seen also his boy amongst the cw\\d col-
le¢ting a few coins, This is e\actl) the position which
is tried to be forced upon the promoters of Sunday
concerts.  Now, we all know the inbred meanness of
a large portion of our commubity-—how unwilling they
are to pay for anvihing they mayv get for notnmg.
We read every week the miserably Temall voluntary
colledtions obtained at the bundm cvening Theatre
services, and thL same fact has leaked out \'\1L11 regard
to Mr. Drown's scrvices at the Opela House. With
such people, who 1t appears can 11cit 1er he coaxed nor
slhiamed into paying, 1t is surcly better to adopt the
commercial system and make “them pay for wvalue
recetved. It would be good teaching—practical teach-
ing of manliness and honcst\,—li ceery church and
bLmLLL) asscmbly adopted fixed charges. 1 have
lecarned that at St. Patrick’s Cathedral this method is
adopted, and I have not heard that it has been challen-
ged by the police. Euntertainmoents where a  fixed
charge Is made are always more orderly than free en-
tevtainments, Thebeggarly crowd waiting to scramble
for free crumbs are kept outside. Payment gives to
the entertainment a value, and the man whoe is willing
to pay has the sense to behave. The commouon
caused by the concert of dessrs Iallifax and Dean
would not have occurred had not Superintendent
I hompson interfered and caused the fixed charge to be
abandoned; him 1 do wot Dblame, but those who
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“egeed T hint on. Thope the legal dificultics which
scem to besel Sunday concerts wili soon be cleared up,
awd, if the dificulties arve real, cleared away, for these
concerts would be the supply of a want very much felt,
and during the winter months several could be main-
tained n {his city.”

NEAW SOUTH SWALTS.

UREETHOUGLHT IN N

Au encrgetic and staunch Freethinker at Neweastle,
N.SAV, Lo whom some Reviews were vecently sent
from \(:\\' 1l ymouth TR pri\'atc letter to a friend
under date 27th July, remarks -

“There are some really good things o the REviews you sent.
T hope the issue is self supportineg, The proprictor and edstor have
both enterprise and ability of @ superior mf{u, and deserve s
In reference to 17 l(t*huug]lt Lere, there is nn :lm'\tlml of s ]WM
wress,  There are now betweenn 600 and 709 shares In onr new kall
takew up and deposits reccived upon the same. Fhe ground is
securmd on o ten yvears” lease, with the option of purchaze at upset
price, £3537. I wilding waterials, stone, and timber are already on
Hlv arant, which will be uxed next weele o the structure. Mr.
, of Sydney, has been here during thiz week aiving two
s—one ab Wallzend, and the other, last night, at Newcastle

The same writer also mentions that he has sent to
Euogland for £10 \\'m'th of I'reethought hterature,
‘\\lll(_,nl he intends to offer for sale at fh(, Sunday cven-

g ledétures when the new hall is opened.  1le adds
L'Hlphllti(lilll)'ﬁ “ Progress must be made.”
A FREETITOTUGITT ARSOCTATION AT

STRATEFORD,

We have much pleasure in publishing the following
cammunication, wud liope we shall have to aunounee in our
next nber the secomplislhinent of the object = —-

T THE EDUTOR OF T PRERTHOTG T REY TEW,

Sin,—The encloged elipping taleen from o et ter of the Taranaki
Budget’s” Stratiord Corvespondent Led tansy writing the letter therein
enclozed) to the editor of that paper, with the view of enconraging
my unknown collengne in Frecthoncht, bhut as the eolumns sere
closed npon the snbijcet, T have to request you Lo Hid reom in the
Review if possible for beth clipping and Tetber,

I remain, &
Tros. G Tasser,
Inglewoind,
(Paragraph veferred to.)

As n prnof of the desire of the present generation for the
acuisition of knowledge and truth, there is alrendy o talk of
forining o Freethouoht Association n the distriet, as there are
many of the =ettlers bolding advanced views who feel the want of a
plve of mecting where they ean openly and freely discuss the facts
and plain truths that seienee is daily laying before us, to the
complete overthvew of the old superstitions degmas, and T trust
shortly to be able to repurt that the Assgciation has been successfully
fornued.

Taranaki.

CADVANCE STRATIORD”

THE FHEETILOCGITT RFEVIIW.

S, —The establishient of a Vreethonehit socicty av suatford, as
indizated by vour 8tratford and Neadre coreespondent in o letler to
you dated TOth st will he hatled with pleasure by nany settlers
round about Inglewood, who, as appears to be the case at Steatford,
“feel the want of a place of mectiog™ (fespesdally on Sunday ™)
Sowhere they van openly wnd freely disenss the Fets and pladn truthg
thnt seienee is Jdadly laying hefore us, Lo the complele overthrow of
tlie old superstitiouns dogmas ™ now  rejected hy  thousands who
formerly helieved in them, notso nmouch from choice as from chance,
bucanse they happened to he the docmas of the conutry in which
thev were borne [ with iy others in this disteict shall anxionsly
ook forward for the yeport which your correspondent troasts he will
b abile chortly fo send Dnforming you of the saccessful formeation
of the aforesaid assecidion 5 =tep of wlvaneement, which 1 nmidy
belicve will be folluwed by Inglewoud aud New Plymouth,

TOOTHE BIHATOR OfF

Yours &e.,

Tiros, G L.

Luglewood,

\]I LLLOoUw l\\L

QOur Malbourne correspondent remits the
briel epiteme of the mouth's procecdings of
ciation there

Tichates are the order of the day,
between Alr,

following
the Asso-

Shortly after the controversy

Svmes and the Rev. 1) ML Borry, the Rev, Canon
Potter opposad My, Symes for one evening on the proposition Iy
Atheism or Clivistianity the more reasonable belier 27 T'his, in

readity, was nol a debate at all, for the two hallhonr specches of
the Canon's were read from manuscript. After hie had read them,
DMr. PPotter handed them to the reporter of the * Daily Telegraph,

FREETIIOUGIIT

REVIEW. 5

which paper publisherd them verbatim, at the same time, with
customary fairmess, considerably condensing My, Symes’ portion.
This diseussion was fullowed up by auother ocenpying two cvenings,
Latween Mr. Sywies and I €G Higge, MDD, the Government mecheal
otficer. The subjects discassed were-—'1s Nawral History, or
Darwin's or any other Materialistic Theory, a true Science 2" on
Augnst 7th.; and — Ts Man a Reality in a Spiritual, or a Material-
istic Sense ?” on the Sthe The Doctor showed himself to be
thoronghly at home when speaking on corporeal matters, but as
5001 a5 he attempted te dedonce spiritualistic conclusions from them,
he no more understood his own logic lhan did his hearers, In
none of the debates that Mr. Symes has engaged in np to the
present, has he met a foeman worthy of his steel, The one with
A1 Berry was the most successful, the other two being merely cal-
culated o bring controversy into contempt.  As a forlorn hope of
bringing about a tnssle with the Dishep, the A8 A have determined
to write to that gentleman, inv ilin“ him to meet their representative
in the Melbonrne Town [all, the entive proceeds to be devoted to
the Austin Hospital.  Shoudd he decline, as 1s most probable, it 1s
theiv intention to insert the challenge as an advertisement in the

dailv papers
This month occurs the second anniversary of the Australian
Seendar Association.  When 1t was orgamsed by Mr. Thomas

Walker, assisted by a few enthusiastic Freethinkers, our opponcnts
l‘mphm ed its utter collapse in three moenths. Tnstead of that
taking place, iowever, we have reached our second birthday without
anyv disease.  In fact, we are so healthy, and have grown so fast,
that we now nnmber nearly as mapy as our older brother, the
Young Men's Christian Association.  Qur latest move is the intro-
duction of weekly subwrban lectures. One has already been de-
liverad swith fair success at Richimond.  The next takes place this
weelk at Collingwond.  Previons to the lecture there will be an
entertainment ‘)} members of the A.S A, assisted by the excellent
band of the assoclation.  As there will be free adimission to the
hall, with eollection, 1t is anticipated that many of the orthedox
will take advantage of the opportunity to listen to our case, and
probalbly will also accept the invitation to combat Mr, Symes’ views,

W, CA.

August rrth, 1354,

WOODVILLE FREETITOUGHT ASSOCIATION,

The Scerctary of the Woodville
wards the following particalars 1 —

Association for-

S, The report for the month is not of a very inspiring nature,
Owing to the severe coll and web weather we have experienced, our
attendances have been small—so muceh so that we have decided
temporarily to bolid onr meetings onee a month.  Qur members are
seattered over a large district, but though we have a fair number of
members living within o stone’s throw of onr meeting house, they
will not attend, but prefer to go to Church at the same time as we
hold our mectings, and hurlesque Christianity,  The same members
arve ever ready to help with their purse, but for some reason or
other hardly ever attend, and thereby discourage in 2 great degree
those few who do. The varions papers for the mvath haveall heen
veid by our brave Prestilent, and seem to have heen so eonvineing
that ne disensdon followed. The attendance of the public has bheen
very ool considering the weather ; and if the whole of the mem-

hers wonld only pnll together, and be a little more avgressive i
their work, we shonlil soon make wood progress. There s, how-

ever, some talk of reorganization. Some of the members wish to
have musie and singing instead of discussions on theological =1ib-
jects, Weare promised a debate on the st Sunday in septomber
Between a Mro endle and our President.
1o ke
Gro. Hureniss, Secretary WAL

PR Tl guite forgot to mention that Me Hngo hald heen o a
visit here, Bretiring upon Physiognomy, and that on Sunday even-
ing, the 17¢h, he wave o lectave against Spivitualism, at which I
was unable to he prosent, bat whi BT am told was a ver v gomlone.
Tt nay sy thot the people here, Religionists and non- lu]lymm 4
have Been holding cureles for the investization of Spivitualism. In
fact, it has almest become o eraze, nearly overyone you meeb
cither giving or asling to be riven some tnformation with regard to
the phenomena. rom what T ocan see and learn of it, T am per-
sauled that 161y porfotly nseless to mankind for good, even suppos
ing it to bo true. Tts only cowd featmre s that at prescut the
niajority of its adherents are anti-Christians, but a host of the
Tesor Tirhits ave strivime to zot the Chorelies to take if np as a last
resotiree auiiinst what they term the < intidelity of the Age”

AUCKILAND RATIONALISTIC
The Sccu,tm\ of the (lbO'\L Association acain tavours

us with a seseenee of the month's work, \\hlch will be
found mteresting.  1le writes :—

ASSOCIATION,

Sik,—-Af the time of writing my last report we had just com-
meneed a shord engagement with My, Isaac Selby to lecture for us
en Sunday evenings, awd all was going on swimmingly, our recei)ts
answering the expectations of the leeturer and the Assoviation,
whin, lo and behold ! the Avgus-cyed Enspector of Police suddenly
discovered that during the veizn of that righteons old medioere,
Georee T, an Aet way passod to prevent elinrging for admission to
Smulay amuscinenis—not to prevent the amusement, but the
methsd of retting paid for the same ; for we ave allowed to meet in
the usual mamner, have the sume class of enterbainment, including
lecbure ad debade, but must substitute the voluntary mode of



cotlection in place of charging a small fee for admission, The hue
and cry arose from the fact that Dunning's Opera Troupe adver-
tised a sacred coucert to be given on a Sumday. They were
threatened with o prosecution if they made a charge.  The vesult
wis that the doors of the Upera House were thrown open, or, T
might more propetly say, forced opeu, and the public entered and
oceupied imbiseriminately both dress circle and hody of the heild-
ing without paying anything, except a few unfortunates who ad,
previous to the threatened prosecution, purchased veserval seat
tickets, awd they as a rnle dild not get in at all. The libeality of
the assembled multitude was tested as they left the building by
having a hat hebld up before theny, in which they were requested to
deposit any spave cash they might have about them, and the total
amount collected from some 1,700 people was about £20, a few
shankless huttons, and a lady’s partial set of teeth, dropped doubit.
less in the excitement of the houre  As the Act <does nob mention
the word lecture —only amuzements and debates—oenr Association
determined to make the usual charge dwring M Selby’s engawe-
ment, anud last Seaday again charvged the 1 - ot the doors, amd the
result was & considerable increase over the previous Souday’s vo-
ceipts, which was upon the voluntary principle.  But the mecting
was hardly as pleasant as usual, being shorn of its social character,
althongh the lecture was most exeellent and gave every satisfuction,
You arve by this time probably aware that we intend to test the
question of the applicability of the above-mentioned Act of George
LT to this colony as soon as we are assnred of the matevinl support
of kindred socicties, believing, as our new Premier telegraphs us,
that it is not in foree, adding the cncouraging words © No sur-
render,” to which I add < Nil Despernndum.”

Tnaddition to the somewhat exeiting oceurrences mentionedabove,
there has been a debate between My, Relby and Mr. John Buchan-
nan, the latter gentleman vepreseuting the Chistian Fvidence
Socicty, the President of which Society is the Bishop of this
Thacese ; subject-—*' Is the Mosaie account of Creatiou at varinncee
with Science.”  Muv. Selby, attivmative s Mr. 4 Buchanan, nega-
tive. The supperters of Mr. J. Bomnst have had vevy little faith
in their champlon, ov in their canse, as very few indeed shewed up,
the andience heing almost entively corposad of Rationalists.  They
so far neglected him as net to furnish kim with a lamp, water, and
glass, which omission probably accounted in some measure for his
voutinually tloundering about in the dark as though he was very
much fogged.— 1 am, &e,

WO Desxes, Hon. See,
Auckland, Ang. 15, 1854

WAVERLEY FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,
The Secretary of the Waverley Association forwards
the following particulars :—

Sir,—Notwithstanding the inclement weather, onr regular meet-
ings have heen well attended 5 veadings by the several meniliors
being much approved of,  We have altered onr lvur of nweeting
from 3 pom, to 7 pan, as this gives our cotntry membes o better
chanee of attewdance.  Onr Association has joined the NZ Foleral
Association, Dunedin. Fhis 15 much better than remaining an
isoluted part of the body,  The old ery of ** unity is strength 7 will
apply here.  Our Viee-President, when in Wanganui, having chiosen
several works bearing on our privciples, the Association anani-
mously approved of the choice of works made, thus forming the
nuclens of what we hope to he a very strong Libeary, 1 scein the
CChronicle” of the 22u0d, that the Selvationi=ts state they Jave
reeeived a letter from a Vrecthinker of Waverloy inviting them to
lay seige to their town,  The Freethinkers cannet be 1esponsille
forwwhat one mewber may choose to do, but the Association ttself
has nothing to do with the iuvitation, amd I qnestion very sl if
the name signed is on the books of the Association at all.

Yours truly,
W,

G, WINCHCD

i,

Seeretary,
Waverley, August 23, Ko M. 2, 84,

CANTERBDURY IFREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

We have to acknowledge the [ollowing items from
Mr. FoCo Tl Seeretary of the above Asseeintion ---

Sip~The ollowing sermons were delivered to vary gom] won-
eregations o Inly 20, @ Spivitualiswe bnoits Relabion to scienee,”
by Mr, Clhas, Bright « July 27, *F lotidelity,” by Ivo: Aue 3, an
weldr 1;}' Mo 5 Bl Avzs 10, ¢ Glsts, Witelies, ;\i)p;n‘i-
tions” (being the fivst of fwo lectures attacking Spivitnalismy, by Ly,

On the 250 nlt. an fuvitabion Leldl took plice at the Hall, which
was pob up for the young folk attumding our Sanday evening
SCIVIees.

Two or theee pages of the lives of the Holy Fathers are read
cach Sunday.  Some of us Tafidels begin to take gquite anjuterest
in the old scoundreels,

An evemenber of ours sent us front the top of Blue Moundaing,
NRW, a P00, for one pound towards the Fuwds, witli the wish
that he could Tivve male 16 for L5,

A few days o, per s Ruapebn, we sent howe o frozen sheep
addeessed to Chias, Bradlimgh, as w0 veminder that there are Free-
thinkers in Ahis colony.

Yours, &,
ILoe Hann, See CUFAL

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIA-
TION.

The lollowing notes from the Sceretary of the Wel-
lington Association will be read with intérest (—

S, -Since my last report 1 am glud to say onr membership lias
inercased rapidiy.  Owe voll new nmnbers 130, new wembers jom-
ing every week. The fact of onr having taken Ioger promises,
with comfortable seating aceommodation,” has hrought this aleont.
We bid fair to be o very strong Association in tine. 1 now sive
you o list of our lectuves for the last live wecks, which have Teen
well utteuded :(—July 140 < Maodern Civilisation,” Ly Mr. Tuniss ;
July 26, © Conquest of Grmada,”™ a0 poem, recited by oy Pres
dent 3 Ancs 10, Shadows of London,” by Me, Crook, a member
of the Chstelnrely Freethowst Aswocttion s and auother by him
yesterday on * Money and Misery™ These Tectures wire
crowded awlivnees, asd e lecturer was very Dpressive in Lis
deseription of the vice md misery of roodern Balolon, wd pictural
the rich man, with his hordes of pold, heing ellowed by viee anid
misery in fhab vast eity, 1 preswne he is from Londen, hewee his
knowledye of the different hovels of wretchedness he had visited,
of which e gave v a very maphic aceonnt. I ghis gentleman
should ¢all ag Wanganui {whirh 1 believe he intewls to], T should
strongly advise the Wanganui TPrecthousht Association 1o cncase
I for two or more lectures. His terins are v liberal, and lic
will work entively with what the Association thinks best.

Our moembers ave very gratiliod in the veturn of Messrs, Ballanee
and Stoub, With these gentlomen in the Cabinet, we trust the
bigots will not bo quite so spiteiol to Freethinkers, bt confess
theve are as good men mongst them as the pions orthodox,

We hold pur second =ocial guthering last Wednesday, and inviteld
Mozsis, Stout and Ballantee, whe, usfortuuately, eonll not cone,
Lt was o gient snecess,

Agnin thanking you for veports, T am, &=,

W Pyruen, Hon, See.

Wellington, Aug. 15, 1838

WANGANULD FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
Mr. Buckrell has supplic:d the following report for
the month ;—

S, —Since my last usual report you ave awars wa have had the
misfortune to lose the services of Ar. [ne. Ballance, who is
attending his Parliamentary duties in Wellington,  There can be
nodonbt s absence s 1 serious loss to us; vet, Toam pleased to
nntice, members are taking more interest, and have expressul the'r
determination to do all in their power to sustain the wsually high
character of our megtings, T

Lait Sunday, A1, jandine, late Seerctary of the Wollinston As-
sociation, gave us o hecture oo o Lemden, aml s sl The
two prvceding Suindays, M Donovan gave s a0 bechite i Luo
parts, eniiiled ©Whe Jea’t Ged B the Deviv s The boetnrer
coniencing with Admn and Eve, wuched bricily onthe eirenws-
stances attending the kalling of Abel by Cain, Noah and the deluge,
life of David) and the crecinsion, Then he dvesw the attention of
the awdience to e religiens wars that Jiad tken place from the
tme of Constantine to the present, maintaining awl showing that
the Drevil, during all these gieat caliomities, was really at the
Lottom of them all, and there scemed no good reason whatever
why Ciod lid not kill Bia Defore he had time to de 1) the mischief
he heel done i the workd, M Dienevan bas a laree store of
historicnd koewledae, which, combinsd swidh s notional wit aaul
epuatinl was of expression, madkes s lectures highly inatruetive wld

anye

n
.
Our meetings sl continue 1o be asource of attvaction, which is
Jargely die o the very eacellent nesie provided for us every
Sunday by 3 King and bis bamd,

Lrusting my nest communication willt be longer and more cx-
pheit,

I remain, &,
J- ] Brekrert,
See AW T AL
TUHE PROSECUTION OF MR CIIARLES
BRADLAUGIL

We take from the National Reformer the following
account of the answers o the jury to the ques-
tons submitted, in the aetion against M. Liads
Lvwgh for votmg tlegadly -

The Lord Chief Justice said: Now, ventlemen, here
arc the questions you will be good cnough Lo answer
i writing.,  No doubfi you would fike to retire,

The Foreman of the Jury : 10 your lordship pleascs.

The Court adjourned at 1.50.

The Jury returned into court at 2,30, and retired to
consider their verdict.

The Jury retwrned into court at 3.3,

Lhe Fury lunided @ paper fo lis ordsiip,

The Lord Chicl Justice: The irst question 1s— \Was
the Speaker,in fael, standing i Iront of (he chair or
sitting - the chair at the time whon the delendant
made and subscribed the oath 77
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The answer is, @ Sittine.”

The next question is, * If you think the Speaker was
sitting, in point of fact, then, was the sitting for the
purposc of prepuring orcorrectiug notes which he was
abont to use in addressing the defendant, or for any
other purpose, and, if for any other purpose, i you
suy for what purpose 7 The jury answer, * Sitfing
for the purpose of preparing or correcting notes whicl
he was aboat to address to the defemdant.”

Then, thivdly, = Had the Speaker resumed his seat,
and, if he had, had he resumed it for the purpose of
allowing the defendant to make and subseribe the
oath " The jury answer, « No.”

Fourthly, “ Iave the Crown satisfied you that upon
the 1th FFehruary, 182, the defendant had no belief in
a Supreme bemg 77 The jury say, * We nnanimously
agree that the defendant had, upon the tith February,
1350, no belief in a Supreme Bemg,”

Then, fifthly, ¢ Have the Crown satisfied you that
the defendant, upon the trth February, 188y, was
a person upon whose conscience an oath, as an oath,
liad no binding force 77 Aunswer, © Yes, we arc satis-
fled.”

Then © Tlad the Touse of Commons full cognisance
aed notice of the said matters by reason of the aveowal
ol the defendant 27 Answer, ¢ Yes,”

“Did the defendant take and subsceribe the oatl in
the sense explivned wecording to the course and prac-
ticcof Parliament?” The answer is, © Not according
Lo the full practice of Parlinment.”

Then, #Generally, did the dofendant take and sub-
scribe theouth 27 Answer © Not as an oalh.”

{ Their Lordships consuited.)

Upon those Hivlings, Mr Attorney, T think it is not
necesaary o have any further consideration of the
case—It appears 1o e that we are bound to enter the
verdict for the Crown,

Alussing Flotes,

A wealthy Callfornian savs i Dis wili—4 This denth-bed
repentianes cand pordoning of ol wrongs 15 worse U
Lvpocrisy, | don't want Ay inister or preacher of any

funeral. The muasous shall do the
Goxpiel shaaps aml L onever flocked together,

kiwd at oy
worls,
mueh 1”

cntire

Not

When o Catholie member of Pavlimment dsoves to oppose
the will of the Pricsts he receives excommmicition in the
fullowing vemner. Fhe * Duanedin Tablet! spueiks -4 Our
veaders by veforcing to the Tetter of our Avekbawd eorrespon-
dent will see that o New  Zealand we are blessed with ot
Teast one phienamenal * Catholice)

The fantons Dane O'Crady
it will bLe

witg d— o ghel that he hod o
cuuntry to scll to the Beitish Uovernmeont - My, Tode, and
witho stitl ore approprinioness, s evidently d el
that he s acsoul fo sell to the Urngemen. We wish vach
of thew joy of theiv bavgain, and all e eredis that s
vespectively aml wintually due to them,  Alr, Tole, in fhet,
linsg bewm pilloried by the Oranccmen as an exainple of
Catholis meananess and perfidy,”

remnembered

of
Mue, Tole i appirently an
Mlustration of that meee epds- 00 Cathiolic witlhou (e Pittent
conacivenee supplivd by his ¢l

Tlie following Paraseapln, from CThe Cathelie Tlerald? s
to the point -1t claims righthy coough that the Chureh of
Rowme is the bulwark of Christianity, and it mnight leve
s ol it will be the last voupaat to e stornied by the
fegions of Frecthought :— IFathier Tawberts * Notos on
Lagersoll "is laving o very extended cirealation. The work
has gone througlh its sixtl odition, wmd may veb veach its
sixticth. The Young Mew’s Christian Association, of Nuw
Vork, sent an order recently for 125 eopies to be distvibuted
wnong the general seevctrios with the view to its eirenla ton
among that body of Prolestant voung men. Mr, Wark, of
Boston, wis negotiating Lo Loou copies fur disivibotion
lieve on neeount of Ingersoll's Teelave,  This recosniition by
Pratestants o all denominations of the viloe of Falor
Lannborts work B oo gread Geible (o e author, amd shows

thal itidelily ean best be wot hy avins fron Ui armonry of
the Churels”

A statement laving been made in the *Broce Herald’ to
the effeet that a Catholie Loy eduented ab a denowinational
school would not be allowed to compete at o Civil Serviee
wamination, Mre, Flabens, the Inspector Genernl, lias
written as follows in reply :—There is no foundation
whatever for the assortion that a Catholic boy edreated at
a Uatholie school would not be cligible or allowed te compete
aba Civil Serviee exaunination.  The Governmens of New
Zealamd do not recognise any Church ov any faith as entitled
to preecdence of any kind, and treat all men alike, as far as
their religlons profossions are concerned,”

Commenting on the nuanner in which the eontest in
Dunedin Bast was condueter, the * Tinaru Herald” remarks -
~— Mr Stont has behaved thronglioat with the dignity and
selfieespect of o Jeading politician ; and his supporiers have
tiken no part In the religions war, heyond Profesting in
strong terms against the navrow-minded bigotry of thosa
who wonld deny &0 a public man—or private man either,
for that matter —the universal right of liberty of conscience.
But the methods adopted by the pious Mr. Green and his
friends have been encugh lo make any intelligent person
sick ; and certainly enough to do more damage to the causo
of true religion in o weelr, than all the efforts of the reverend
gentleman during all his life could do it good. If that iy
religion, then the Iess religion we have in the world the
better. A wreater piece of hnibug never existed ; and if
our conception of veligion is u correct one, nothing in the
shape of humbug ought to enter it ab all.”

“An interesting article on fisheries in ¢ Kngineering
contiuins the following :—1In the northern parts of the
British Isles the fullure of the herring fishery hns often
been attributed to Sunday fishing, whilst other fish less
fwvonrable to Churel influenee are vecordod to have loft the
econst becanse Lithes were Tevied on thelr capiure. During
an guivy held in Sweden about 50 years ago as to the
reason that the herving schools had deserted the coast, we
find the first six probable reasons discussed to be:—1. God’s
wrath onaceonnt of the abuse of His gift, human godlossness
and Ingratitude, Surday fishing, refusing to pay tithes to
tlie clergy, or dissalistiction with the luws and regulations
nuude by the Governinent. 2. Magle, 3. Spilling of blood,
o Croelly shown towards the Lerring, 5. Using herring
as nmnure. 60 Conilagrations on the const,  ecreciing
lghthonses, & Other and more material eanses were also
advanced, but the confurence appeurs to have come to no
very delinite decision, a result not altogetler to bo wondered
wt”

The * Dhinedin Tabiet'- —the organ of the Roman Catholic
Clurel: i New Zealand —has the following estimate of the
value of the records from which the Clivistian Churel derives
its spivitual anthority = A eorvespondent wrote to oue of
our contemporaries a day or two ago, in effect, that the
funadulterated " text of Holy Scripture was an undeniable
need in the public sehools.  But where is this good corres-
pondent or his friends to find that wnadulterated text?  I€
it had existed e the Authorised Version, for example, no
revision wonld have heen found necessary ; but a revision
of the New Tuestament has been made, and that of the old 18
approaching its completion. s it to be found in the original
Einruages in which the Seriptures were written?  The
Cireek toxt, nb least, on whicl the revisers have chiefly
relied, 1s the Vatiean Codex, a tmanuseript supposed to have
heenn brought, some four hundred years ago from the East
to Renve by Cardinal Dessarion —but of whose :mlhenticity
Catholic theologians have no high opinion, holding it to
have Leen probiably a copy made hurviedly on the oxder of
Constantine aml altered te suit the Arian feanings of
Busebius to whom the order wus issued.  All that js
awvallable, then, for the nse of the schools is the imperfect
translation of doubtful originuls, and how, thercfore, shall
the “unadulterated ” text be fortheoming 77

The enovinous popnlarity of Colonel Ingersoll was never
better shown than at Chicego,  The Republican convention
had adjowrned carly in the day to allow the delegates
thne Lo strengthen their slates and the committess to pately
up thelr resolutions, when some one espied the Colone in
the gallevies and shouted for a speceh from him, The
delegntes and people wlio packed the immense hall pansed in
their ontwiod movement, el nen giihered avonnd Ioeesoll
amd tried to pull Wi from bis sent amid voeiferous cheers,
The Colonel declined, and # Unele Dick ” Uglesby got up
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and spoke an hour. At the conclusion of his remarks, in
which he asserted ¢ when the Republican party had oceasion
to legislate on the tariff, it would do it in aperpendicular way
as it had never done anything of any kind horizontally, and
it had never approached anything horizontally, aud had
never consummated anything hovizontally,” the erowd again
demanded Ingersoll, and tried to drag hiwm out. Again
unsuccessful, Frederick Dounglas was called for, who spoke a
few minutes and sat down. Fou the third time shouts for
Ingersoll echoed and ve-echoed through the Lall, but like
the two previous ealls were unavailing.  The colonel wasi’t
nominating candidates this year to have them refuse Iis
recognition after election.

THE LAST DAYS OF A POSITIVIST,
My last days are cheered by the sensc of hiow much better
my later years Liave been than the carlier; or than in the
earlier 1 ever could have anficipated.  Some of the terrible
faults of my character which religion failed to ameliorate,
and others which superstition bred in me, have given way,
more or less, since L attained a truer point of view ; and the
relief from all burdens, the uprisings of new satisfictions,
and the opening of new clearness, the fresh air of Nature—in
short, after imprisonment in the ghost-peopled eavern of
superstition, have been as favorable to my moral nature as
to intellectual progress and general enjoyment.—Xarrict
Martineau's * Autobiography.”

AN INFIDEL'S PRAYER.

A paper called ‘The Trath’ lLas eoncosted the following
sensational story :— The following incident has jnst heen
related by a minister, whose vevacity will not be questioned
by any one who knows him. It occwrred wider his personal
observation, and hence it is not a story manufactured to
illustrate a point. He has no objection to the use of his
name, nor would he hesitate to give the name of the person
who was most concerned. He is ready alse to furnish the
precise date and locality of an event in the history of a
young man, that speaks in thuunder tones to those who
deliberately wke light of God and of Lis Woerk., This
young man, just entering upon the practice of medicine, hud
become o scofling infidel through the veading of Ingorsolls
wretchied bhooks, and otler vile productions of Lell, e
seized every opportunity to pouar forth a tide of shocking
blasphemy against Christ, and held up the Bible ainong his
companions to coarse and obscene ridicule. At length le
went so far in his desperate wickednress that he uttered a
wilful lie, and perpetrated a monstrous fraud, in crder to
express his contempt for Clwistianity.  He pretended to be
converted, and asked permission at a mecting of the Young
Men’s Christian  Association to confess the Tord Jesus
publicly by teading in prayer. Of course Dis request was
gladly granted, but meanwhile he had prepaved a prayer
addressed to the unknown God. Tt was filled with hosrible
irreverence and shoughtfnily-planned iusult of the Saviour,
Spreading the manuscript before him on a scat, ho kneeled
down, and comuenced to read his ribaldey, wlen his voice
was suddenly hushed, and his body was heard to fall upon
the floor. The yonng men who were present hastened to
him, but found that he was dead, and in unspeakable awe
they carvied forth the corpse, the ghustly palloc of the fiee
and stony stare of the eyes haunting them, as they hove all
that was left of the scoffer to his home.”

[This silly production is of course going the rounds of the
press, and finding believers, just as sueh stories of remak-
able cures performed by swallowing w quack mediciue find
people ready to aceept them. The Minister, theugh nite
ready with Paul to fabricate o lic for the Glory of God, took
care to congeal Lis name.  That was prudent; we ecanuot
press him for the name of the student, of the Young Men's
Cliristian Assoclation, or of the titne and place.  1le was
wiser in his day and geueration than the Rev. Mr. Garlick,
For though he hus  no oljection,” and is “quite ready ” &e.,
we do not know where to find him,  'We presume theve was
ant inquest, and that the jury retwmned a verdiet of ‘died by
the visitation of God.! Why therefore was not the official
account given?  And supposing the story true, the eruclty
of God in inflicting death for an act of larvikinism onght to
make a lhumanitoisn Chreistian ashaeed  of iy dleity,
Human justice would have probubly fnflicted social ostraeism
for a year anil o day. These Christians will persist in
turning their God into a Devil. |

AN EMIGRANT'S DREAM 0OF THE FUTURE.

Adien to the land in slavery bound,
Where thowsamds must toil in despair.

Here ! here in the South a new home we have found,
Where Freedom her banser shall rear.

Here the soil we will till, amd the fruits of the carth
Abundanee to us shall supply.

Here, nov idle, nor wealthy shall howst of their birth
Nor shall toilers, in misery dic,

But when thy own banner shall wave o'er the sen,
Lhey shall call the Australias the land of the free.

Although T have left the green Tsle of the Novidy,

The love of my kindral my Losom still fives.
Its tyrany's power has driven me furth

From the home of my first love, the graves of my sires.
Thou birth-place of Science ! Then land of the brave !

Now howml-winked by priest-crafts, and blotted with erime,
Thy chililren ave ilying afar o'er the wave,

To build them a home in o happicr clime,
A home that In futuve shall glovious be,

Australia Felix, the and of the free,

The soul of the poeb looks afar throueh the mist
That hangs o'er the vista of time.

Tluil spirit prophetic ! hie feels himself ess
Wihen cheered by snch visions sublime.

ITe secs futare vineyards their clusters display,
And the golden-eared corn in the vale,

He mavks future Navies, in peaceful army,
Spread their anils to the favouring eale.

Australia ! AT this hie dreanms of for Lthee,
Future home of tie Arvtizan, Land of the Jree,

cod I

THELAWONTHEODLSERVANCE OF SUNDAY.

The following fetter 1s from Mr. Willlam Cooper 1 —

Sik,—-In referring to Mr. Stout's telegram as to Sunday charges
for admission you appear to doubt the correctness of his opinion,
and to question his ability to arvive at an unliazsed conclusion on
this particular matter, 1t is quite true that Daxter v Langley is
not a parallel case to that of the Rationalist sceiation, but
reither is that of the Dnghton Aquarin, The watter appears to
be one of those peenlinr questions which a contested case can alone
decide.  This of course menns the risk of heavy rezpensilality and
serioas expense, whether the prosecution were successiul or not,
Teeling this, I promired Mr. Superintendent Thomsen that no charge
shoukd be made Iast Sunday, as it wonld have been elearly wrony
to involve the Association so seviously withonut its cxpress sanction,
The whole matter hinges upmi the question whether the old statute,
21 Geo. TH. ¢ 49, is in foree m New Zealand or not. If it
be considerad  applicable to the civcumstances of the colony,” itis
in force heve,  JMr. Stout's opinien 15 that it 15 not o foree; an
cminent legal fivm of this ety have advised that 1ois in force, and
3Ir Williamson, the Crown Solicitor, has apparently come to the
same conciusion.  Lmay state, however, that Judge Johnston and
AMr, W 8. Reid, the Commuissioners appoimted under < The
Revision of Statutes Act, 1870, appear to favour Mr. Stont’s, view,
for in the volume of Imperial Statutes apparently in force in New
Zealand, publishod by the Govermment 1y 18331, the statnte inaqnaee
tion is not includad, Nest Sanday morning the Association will
decide on the course to be taken for the futuwre——I am, &,

Wt Cocrer,

Iidith Simcox, i a letter printed i the *Pall Mail
Gazelle’ on the rights of woman, obscerves: ©» Sirms
show, surcly, that the workers are with us. As Ay,
Conway points out, the thinkers were with us leng ago,
It is o curious guestion, What, then, can block the
way 2 Awd, intrath, it is to be feared that the strength
of the opposition comes from the ranks—alas! still too
numerous—aot those who do nol work very havd and of
those who do not think very profoundly.”

N OO W U B Ll s N D,

Andd in the hands of the Bookscllers,

¢ S PIRIT OL

A Leeture delivered Before the AUCKLAND BATIONALISTIC
ASSOUTATION by Avcun, Canreeinn, author of ©° Pictures of the
Uuknown God,” ¢ Jesus who is called Christ,” and < The Kingdom
of Heaven,”

MATTER - An Targnivy into the Causes
Life ad Organisation,”

uf

PRICE - SINTENCI
Puhlished by A, Campbell, Bookseller, Auckland,
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

T.IL—Wo shall try to publish the Treaty of Waitangi in our
next issue, as well as the list of N.Z. Ministries.

J.R. (Timara).—Your letter is unavoidably held over,
apyiear in our next jssue.

It will

‘(AM ﬁ{rqa wonglt

\VA\'G*\NUI, SEPTE\’IBER 1, 1884

N.Z.

THE PROGRESS OF FREETHOUGHT.

Tuere can be no question that Freethought is making
rapid progress in this colony. During the past few
years 1t has become organised in definite Associations,
whose members excrcise an influence out of all propor.
tion to their actual numbers, for the simple reason that
they cali attention to the fact that the popular creed
1s openly challenged by micnn at least as competent as
1ts supporters to judge of its truth. In addition to this,
when it 1s seen that people who are known to reject
Christianity do not fall below the prevailing standard
of morality, even the most earnest Christian 1s forced
to admit that a man's character is not neccessarily
determined by his creed. Hence the prejudice against
Ifreethinkers, expressed by such terms as ¢ scoffer
and “infidel,” is dying out, and leaving fair minded
people among the orthodox to judge the question of
supernaturalism upon its merits. It would, howerver,
be a great mistake to suppose that mote than a very
small proportion of the Freethinkersof the colony own
themselves as such.  The cenviction that time is on
their side, makes many, who thoroughly sympathise
with the anti- tll(_O].O“‘lC&l nmovement, disinclined to take
any active part in i, and it must be confessed that
there is enough bigotry still existing to demand, in
special cases, no small amount of self sacrifice from
those who do. This was abundantly evident during
the late elections, but it was also equally clear that
public opinion as a whole was opposed to religious
intolerance. Even an Agnostic Premier did not shock
the feelings of the House and the country, and a
“ Bradlaugh difficulty 7 would be impessible with us,
The truth 1s that the orthodox faith is not only losing
its hold upon the reason of mankind, but in new
countries it is fathog to salisly the imagination as well.
All those associations, which 1 an old country like
Fingland are o main support of the national religion,
arc Lo o large extent wanting in the colonies. At Dbest
they are memories, not facts which appeal to eye and
ear and quietly exercise an influence, which though
hardly recognised in consciousicss, is none the less
cffective. Hence definite appeals to reason and ex-
perience produce & much greater practical effect here
than in the old country. In short, opinion and the
reality of things are in closer agreement.  There is loss
as well as gain in this, at least for a time, The pon’ucal
side of life 1sapt to vanish from ocur sight, but that is
perhaps because the imagination, Like te eye, requires
time to adjust itsell to new conditions of light and
object. Be this as it may, the fact is certain that
argument “tells 7 much more rapidly here, than those
who have only English experience to guide them,
suppose, espectally in theology, where the  interests”
which so largely dominate political and social questions
have less cifect.  TTor this reason among others it is
satisfactoryto find that this Revigw haslargely extended
its circulation.  The present issue is the twelfth, so that
it has agrecably disappointed its best friends, who at
its birth fearved it would not survive for three months.
We may fairly conclude from its living so long thatits
organisation is healthy and sulted to its environment.
—R.P.

He that cannot forgive others, breaks the bridge over which ho
mwust pass himsell ; for every man has need to be forgiven.—Lony
Hepnrwr.
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Gems.

When Auasharsis, the Scythinn, was travelling in (Girecze, ho was
reproached by an Atheniau with the barbarity of his native land.
“¢Tt is trne,” replied Anacharsis, “ that my country is a disgrace to
me, but you are a disgrace to your country.”

At almost every step in Iife we meet with young men from whom
we anticipate wonderful things, but of whom, after careiul enupuiry,
we never hear another word, [Like certain chiutzes, calicocs, and
ginghanig, they show fincly on their flest newness, it cannot stand
the sun and rain, and assume a very sober aspect after washimy-day.
—NATHANIEL HAWTITORNE.

A man who knows the world will not only make the most of
everything hie docs know, but of many things he does not kuow,
and will gain more eredit by his adroit made of hiding Lis imor-
ance than the pedant by his awlhward attempt to exhibit his eru-
dition.—CotTo¥,

It isan exccllent clreumstance that hospitality grows best where
it is most neeled, Tn the thick of men it dwindles and disappears,
like fruit in the thick of a wond; but where men ave planted
sparsely it blossoms and matures Hke apnles on a staudawd or
espalier. It flourishes where the inn aud lodging-house cavnot
exist.—Huvor MrLin,

All pleasure must be bought at the price of pain.
between false pleasure and trne pleasure is put thus:
the price is paid before yon enjoy it ; for the ik
it.—Jonux ¥o.TEm,

The difference
for the tine,
se, after you enjoy

Price is as cruel a hegear as want, and a great deal move saucey.
When you have bowght ene fine thing you must buy ten wore, that
your appearance may be all of a plees. Tt is casior to suppress the
first desive than to satisly all thiat follows it,—Devrans Fravkniv,

Troubles are usnally the brooms and shovels that smooth the voad
to a good man's fortune, of which he little dreams ; and many a wan
curses the rain that falls upon his head, and krows not that it
brings abundance to drive away hunger.

Boast not the titles of your ancestors’ Irave youth :
They ve their possessions, none of yours.

When your own virtues equall'd have their names
"Iwill be bt falr Lo lean upon their faues,

For they ave strong supporters; but till tien

The greatest are but growing gentlemen,

Many politicians are in the habit of laying it down as 4 self-evident
propesition, that no people ought to be free H11 they are fit to use
their frecdom.  The maxim is worthy of the fonl W the old story,
who resolved not to go into the water till he had learnod to swim !
—MAacAULAY.

When thou art oblived to speak, be sure Lo speal

ak the bruth s for
equivocation is half way to lylug, and lying is the whole way to
hell —WinLtas Prxx,

Laziness grows on poople : it hegins in cobwebs and ends b fron

chains, The more business a man has to o, the more he is able Lo

accomplish, for he learny to eeonomize his tiwe.— JUnen Hann

Nothing is more silly than the pleasire some people
*gperking thelr minds” A man of this make will sy g
for the niere pleasure of saying it, when an opposite hel

aviouy, Tull
as innocent, wight have preserved his fiend, or made bis :"rn"_‘uu(!‘
—NTEELL,

Curved iy the line of Beauty ;

Straight is the line of Duty;

Walk by the last, and thoo wilt see

The other ever follow {hee,

A good wife is Heaven's last, best gift 1o man, Lis zent of many
virtues, his casket of jow her volue iy sweet music, her smile
bisbrightest day, her kiss the guanlian of Lis innoceee, ber anns the
pole of his safety, bulustry  his suvest wealtl,
ccononty s safest stoward, her Hps his faithful counsellors
bosom the safest pillow of is caves- -Jeoeyy Tavion,

Lier iier

; her

Woumen governus; lot us vewler thon” perfeet s the wmore they
are enlightened, so much the more shnll wo be. On the cultivation
of the mind of women depends the wislom of mon. It is hy

women that nature writes on the hearts of nien, CRHERTDAN

"Tia heanty that doth oft make wemnen protal ;
"Is Denuty that doth make thow most birad ;
“Tis modesty that mwakes them seem divine.

= SR ESIEALL,

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

Awoman has two smiles that an aneel wight envy : the smile
that accepts a lover afore wonrls are utterced, and the smile that
Lights on the fivst-born haby, awd assures himn of o mother's love, —
Havmrvnros.

Nothing is so contagions as enthusiosn: s it is the real allecory of
the tale of Orpleus; it nwves stones; ib charmms brutes. Ku-
thusiasin is the gening of sineerity, awl truth accowplishos no vie-
tovies withont it --DBrower,

Fxperience keeps o dear =

nol, but fools will e in ng other,
and seavcely inthat; for it

h
I3 true we may give odeics, Hhut we
temember this s tkat they that will et he
counselled cinuol T belped. B you de uat hear reason, she will
rap your knuekles, — e,

cannot give cooduer,
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Saence Zotes.

M.EJ Munuene dreew the attendion of the Academy of
Melenees, ws the seanee of Apil 28th, to'the presence of
nanganese in wines.  An appreciable yuantity of  this
metal was found by him in thirty-fonr samples of wine
which he tod tested. Ee had also found it in several cerenls
proving, in conncction with the deteetion of its presenee in
neatly all vocks, the vory general diflusion of this metal,

AL Buthelot in s memoir read before the Academy of
Neicnees, of - Paris, on April 2lst “ 00 the Seale of
Temperatuees, and on Molegulap weights ™ cudeavorus to
show that (he study of specific heat ténds to establish e
striking taet thak, head, which vesolves componid moleeules
Ito theiv elenicuts, resolves also the complex gronps of
prrticles which constitute the bodies considered as eletwen.
Litly,

The tden that snel disenses as small-pox which spread Dy
convuunication wmd of which the virus multiplies itself in
the luwan henly, are generated by« coitlryinne vivem of
sowe kind, is by no means o new one, having heen suggested
by the resemblanes of the definite ceurse followed by thesc
disenses Lo the development, maturation,and decline of living
orginisius, and by the analogy hetween the regeucration of
the confuyivin within the body in greatly increassl amount
amd  the preoduction of seeds or eoas.— D Cipenter,
Nineteenth Centary.

At the last meeting of the Physical Socicty of Uerlin
Trotessor Landolt exhibited o solid eylinder of carbouic aeid
he ade ouly an Tour hefore. The earbonic acid was
liggnified ina compressing vessel, and a stream of the liquid
wus then nisede to penetrate into a conieal eloth Lag.  This
bag wis soon filled with alovse snow of earbonie acid, and
the latier was thea by means of o slanper actiaily
hammered inoaevlindrical vessel into w solid eylinder.  In
this solid state the carbonic coull he touched by the haad.
It possusses the appearauce and hardness of conmon chalk,
and 15 very brittle,

A rennokable eantribubion to the study of morbid heredity
s e by Me, Altroed Lingard In o ecommunivation to the
fLancet” Not only Las he recorded the occarrence of 1l
malforination  terinerd hypospadias in the wmales of six
successive gencrations inoone family nunbering  fourteen
Dudiv tuals, bt the male in the thisd generalion transmitted
i by owhat Las been aadled ndiveet atavism to cizlit
individuads of another fumilv. s wife, after his death,
naeried o peesen nob affveted with hypospadiag, wad Gave
birth to forwe sons all of whom b it oud (wo of whom in
et tuene tevesiniteed it to their sons, 1y whon the taint
siets to hve worn ibself oute This is nuportant alidition
to the instances Prequently observed more often in other
animals than in man, of the influence of o fivst Impregna-
tion upon subsequent oitspring.

The microscople researches of Irofessors Crudeli of Rowe,
and Kicts of Prague, have shown that thelower strata of the
atmospliere of the Campaaii, its surface soil and it stagnant
witers,  conbin wicro-ovgiisies of the * DBaecillug” type
which they have cultivated in viodious kinds of soil, and
then introduced by ineculation bite the bloot of Loealthy
dows,  AlL the animals thos experiniented npon hecone the
stibjeets of malivial fover, which van its regular course,
proclocing the sne enlargenent of the spleen as seen i the
I subjeet nabueally affected Ty the disease @ and the
spleens of these dogs were tond to eontain a great quantity
of the bucilli. This Bueldli Juliriee has also been deteeted
in the blosd of human ptients during the period of the
invasion of the disanse, the rod-shaped cells disappearing
and being replaced by iero-spores, as the fever reaches its
acme,

Fucets, both ethnological and philological, have recentiy
come to light which ave cotupelling seientific ethnologists to
modify the usanliy accepted theory that the original home
of the Aryvan raee was Central Asta, and that the cavliest
migtation stited theuee, Indecd, Favope, aonud not Asia, is
now declared by soiue of them to have heen their aneesteal
seds,mere particulacly e Fastemn portions, 1ncluding
the wesiorn borders of Asin, Une distinguished  German
antliropologist Lolds the starting point of Aryan cuigration
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to lave been Seandinavia and vearly all onr leading
seientists who have gone into the subject huve given up the
Himalayan platean as the eradle of the A ryan race, and are
now teaching us that our Aryan ancestors woere probably
herdsmin as well as forest-rangers, living partly on the
trecless plaing of Kuarepean Russia, and partly in the forest
lowlinds  of Seandinavia and  nortlsastorn Germany.
Profissor Selirader even liolds that the Swiss Jake-dwellers
were Aryans.

The distiuguished Gorman pathologist Professor Koch,
whose investigations into the naturs and lListury of breteria
and other germs, has alveady gained for him a world-wide
reinewiy, has vecently discovered the baeillus of cholert in tank
water inone of the suburbs of Calentta,  Tle went to Tndia
aeeompanied by fwo other savans, at the instunce of the
Gorman Government, for the prpose of studying cholerain
what is generally regavded us its original home,  He atten-
ded the cholera Lospitals, and found a species of baeillng
always present in the Jower intestines of patients who had
dicd of the disease, just as Le had previonsly found it in
cholera vietims in Egypt. Tt so Lappencd that an outbreak
of cholern occurred whilst Professor Koch and  his
compaiions were studying it, in the neighbourhood of a tank
ab salii Hagata in the suburbs of Calenfta. With an
ustinetive eyesight into the probable cause of the epidemic
he submitted the water of the tank to wicrescopic examination,
wid - found that it teemed with the bucillus of cholera.
Further, it was discovered that as the bacilli in the water de-
creased in nnmber, the disease decreased in the vieinity of
the tank.  Trofessor Koch Thas attempted to communicate
the disease by inoculation, bus so far has failed. Only cats,
dogs, &e., were of conrse experimented upon.  I'rofessor
Koch and lis asseeintes intend returning to India after
next sammer for the purpose of eontinuing their cholera
investigations, and they now return to Furope with the
intention of studying malaria and other fovers,

The Vienna correspondent of the Times gives the
following interesting account of Archduke Rainer’s Egyptian
papyrl :—The sifting and arvngement of the papyrus
collection bought Ly Arcliduke Rainer has led to farther
interesting discoveries.  Of the hicroglyphie, hieratie, de-
motie, and Coptic papyri about 20 date from the pree-
Cludstian peried.  Among these are one nearly 3,000 years
old, fu the Lieratic letter, containing the representation of a
funeral, with a well preserved sketch of the deceased, some
hivvoglyphic legends, and « demotic papyrus on the subject
of mathemativs.  The copiic documents —about 1,000 in all
—mostly Jetters and legal docaments of the period from
the sixth o the tenth ceutury of our era. There are
some mportant papyri contalning translations of the Bible
in the Contral Foyptian dinlect, of which there Lave
Litherto heen fomml bat o few specioens ; and a leaf
of parchment from an ol cetavo edition of the book of Jluth
inthe Sabidi dinlect.  Among the Greck papyri is a
hitherto unknown speech of Isocrates, one of the finesk
specimens of Alexandrian ealigraphy.  Another fragment
has been found of the book of the Thueydides munnscript,
previonsly mentioned.  Portions have also been discovered
of the Thiad, and of o paraphirase of the TFourth Book,
Thew a metanvia hns been tonud, dating from the beginning
of the fourth century, this being one of the oldest Cliristiun
manuseripts,  The colleetion containg many well-preserved
deenments in an almoest continnons sevies of the Lloman
and Byzantine Kmperors beginning with Trajan and ending
with Huvacling  There arve also dosnments in the Iranie
ared Semitic Iingnages. The former are writien on DPRpyrus
pavehment and skins ; and mmongse them aee twvo frurments
which it i helieved will furnish the key to the Peblewi
Linguage,  Aweong the Avabinn papyri, 25 documents have
heen found with the original leaden seeds attachad, They
begin with a fragment of the 5ith year of the Hegira,
Another 18 an official document of the 90th yesr of the
Ilegiva, appointing a revenue collector.  Perhaps the most
valuable part of the collection is 155 Arvabian doeuments
on cotton paper, of which the eighth ceutury, which is
ahoitt the time of the invention of this material by the Arabs
to the year 933 Many thousauds of manuseripts have still
to be deciphered,

The man who has nothing to huast of but his illustrious angestry
is like a potato —the only good Uclonging to hiw iy undergreund, —
Sik Tauyas OsEuury.
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Covrespondence.

CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHQUGHT REVIEW,

$1r,—On reading the August issue of the FrEETIOUGHT REVIEW,
I noticed under the heading of '* Passing Notes ' that our great
champion of Freethought, Mr. Bradlaugh, is held to have voted
illegally in the House of Commons, and that you invite suggestions
as to the best mode of raising a suitable gift to be forwarded to
that gentleman to assist him in Dbearing the enormous costs of the
case. Inresponse, I begto suggest that subscription papers be
printed, with an appropriate heading, and distributed to every
Freethought Society in New Zealand, and also to fricuds who, like
myself, belong to nc Society, owing to our isolated position, but
who would be willing to assist any scheme having for its object the
one above stated, I shall consider it cruel in the extreme on the
part of Freethinkers if a mighty move is nnt made at this time to
cheer in a substantial manner the man who, above all others, is
fighting for the liberties which Freethinkers Liope ere long to enjoy,
and hand the same down to ourchildren.

I remain, &c.,

Tuos. G. LeEch,
Marwood Farm, Inglewood, Taranaki.

A VOICE FROM NIEW SOUTI WALES.

TO THE EDITOR OF THLE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

S1r,—As an old New Zealander, T venture to send you a few
notes for prblication from New Sentl: Wales. In the fivst place I
must congratulate the Freethinkers of New Zealand on possessing
such an admirable paper as the ¢ Freethought Review,” and T trust
it will he the means of brushing away sowme of the old theologival
cobwebs. I notice with pleasure that Seenlar Associations have
sprang into existence throughout New Zealand, and I have no doubt
the time is not far distant when these Associations will commani
a great political power. I am also pleased to notice that our old
friend Mr. Robert Stout is again clected for Dunedin.  Frecthought
in New South Wales is going ahead. Sydney is possessed of two
very able lecturers in Dr. Hughes and Mr- Walker.  The orthodox
party are feeling the pressure, as evidenced by a deputation which
recently waited on the Premier from the * Christian Defenee Asso-
ciation.” Only fancy anassociation of that kind! Tt is a vlear
proof that the enemy is defeated. The deputation complained of
Secularists taking money at the door {the old cry !, und alse that
Dr, Hughes was blasphemons,  The Premier did not give the depu-
tation much encouragement.  Asregards the blasphemy, it appeirs
Dr. Hughes, in speaking of the Devil, ealled him ** Old split Foot.”
That of course is blasphemy. The Devil has got a great many «lif-
ferent names ; he used to be called Ol Beelzebub.  This puts me
in mind of an anecdote T once heard.  An elderly lady one day met
a parsen she bad not seen for o long time. Having passed the
compliments of the season, the parson asked the oll lady how liev
husband was. *“He has heen dead twelve menths,” sard the old
lady, ““and is now iu *Beclzebul's bosow,” #“You mean i
Abraham’s Losom,” replied the parson, *“ Well, porhaps so; you
know more about those great folks than T do !"—T am, &e.,

T, Horkiys,
Mount Victoria, Blne Mountains, NS,

HOLY WULLY'S PRAYER,
O wau'd some an'e the giftie gi' us,
Tac’ sce oo’rsel’s as ithers see us,
It wan'd frae mony a blunder free us,
And foolish nntion,
What airs in 'ddress and gait wan'd lea us,
And ee'n devotion,

- Durys,

And neo since the clection’s o'er,

The upshot of't caused sic’ a splore,

'Mongst orthodox hunners and thore,
Aremad as daith,

That Atheist, Stout, gor ta'e the fore,
Sae by my faith,

Who wauld have thocht that saintly Green,
Wi' a' his zeal tae keep us clean,
I'rae follis like Stout ; but it was mean
Tae flog oo’y causc.
Our petted priest sae young and lean,
e feels the taws,

We sympathise wi’ him we named,
Tac tak’ a place in senate famed,
I'or so so laws, but noo’ ashamed
Thae 1ift oo'r head,
IFor foll will say oo'r cause is maimerd
Since Green is dead.
0O Lord our God we durstna’ nane,
On't qualms on this ; but this we claim,
We only think's an awlu shame,
But then ye ken
Thy ways are dark {(but nce'r in vain)
We'll thie'l tike men.

Sae nae doot then thou dost what's richt,
If we could read thy plans aricht,
DBut secins to us that Stont hike Bricht,
An' twa three mair,
Should hae been sent where's black as nicht,
Tae Mickey's lair.
This chap can'd Dallance we did think,
Thou would'st hae putten near the brink
O brimstane fire, an' in it sk,
Afore he penned
Nic” dreadfu’ views as black as ink,
Oou'r hearts tae remd,
Jut seein’ thon lias grac't this sel
0 Guolless loons, and heard them bet
That Pavliament will yet be het,
W' sic’ as those,
Wil try and learn this i the yet',
Theus' wish s chose,
Tut Lord "tis hard tae g1 vp Gath,
Afanth that's bred (twa parsons saith)
In mither's milk, as snre as daith,
They tell us so,
But then maybe they may ba baith,
A trifle slow,
We think since we hae seen the side,
That D is V owill tek’ as oguide,
The way he's ta'cn and wrou'r pride,
Which s was rougly,
Noo’ that 0o'r ce'n 15 upened wide,
Wos really tough,

We non begin tae think that Stout
Wos inlv blam'd by {gnrant Jout,
That Jdidna’ ken frae ony nowt,
The proper way,
That men may thrive and Frecthought shout,
An'win the day,
Then let us jine in what iy “ good,”
Nea'r mind the crecds or priestly brood,
* Dae sae tae thers as ve would
Thayid dae tar you”
This great comman’ ivt be as foold,
AnT we'll naerae.

[

Let Turk and Greek amd Baptist jine,

With Protestant an’ Catlilic svne,

Freethinkers will tak’ up this vhvne,
Ackmit tiem thon,

Tae thy right han® gi them the »sign "
it cet.  Amemn

In serding a petition penn’l,

“Tis proper alwavs for to senid

The seribbled’s mumne, which appenid,
[IU 1 na drigk)

Wha hopes tae le yo as o fnend,
AN AG-NO5-TIC.

Greymouth, Avgust 1884,

ACTS O BARNNIDAS,

«This book," says the trovslator (1870) “ has more
an air ef truth about it than any of the others, Thero
Is not much cextravagance in the details, and the
geography 1s corred, showing that the writer knew
Cyprus wetll,”  The writer of the book savs ol him-
self i——

1, Tuhn, accompanying the Lolv apostles Darnabas and Danl,
being formerly o servant of Cyrilins, the high priost of Jupiter,
but now having received the wilt of the holy spirit throngh Canl
and Darnabas and Sitas, who wore worthy of the calling, and who
Laptizesd me at Fowdum.”

But according to the canenical Acts, [ohn,
named Mavk, dd not go te Teoniur, Hence it is sUp-
poscd to he a wvstake fur Joerusalem s especialiy as a
Lttle further on. where the writer save, = | romained
at Teonium muany days)” one manuseript has “Jern-
salem,” and adds, © dad we cone o Antecd,” fe, in
Syria.

Johmn informs us that after his haptisi he was told in
a vision that his name should be chianged to Marlk.

Ile deseribes in a fow words the wission to Cyprus,
agresing with the cecount m Adly s, until L]l(‘}-‘- came
to Perga of Pamphyha, when the twe stories difivr
materially.  In Acts wo are told that John left the
apostles in Perga and went to Jerusalep, In John's
cwn account be says he stayed two months in Perga,
when he wished (o oo West, but the holy spivit did not
allow him, Therefore he turned, and having heard
that the apostles were in Antioch (of Pisidin) e went
to them there.

Here he found Paul in bed from the fatigue of the
journey, and offended at him for his conduct at am-
phylia,  Nevertheless Joln ministered to the apostles,

SULr-
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though afraid to come near to Paul, Three Sabbath
days were spent there, and during this time John
sought Paul's forgiveness on his knees, but without
avail.  The apostle’s great grievance was on account
of John's “kecping several parchments in Pamphylia.”

When they were about to leave Antioch the mis-
sionarics could not agree where to gonext. Darnabas
buesought Paul to go to Cyprus and “oversee his own
in his village”  T.ueius entreated him to take the over-
sight of his city, Cyrene, (It docs not appear from
Acts that Lucius of Cyrene was with Panl and Barna-
bas at any time on a missionary journcy.) Liut Paul
had a vision in his sleep calling upon him to hasten to
Jerusalem,  Thus there was great contention,  Barna-
bas wished John to continue with them as a servant.
Paul refused to have him, but was willing to let Bar-
nabas take John and go his own way. At last they
sought divine guildance In prayer, and after much
gronning ail weeping PPaul fully approved of Barna-
bas's determination to go to Cyprus with [ohn,  Lar-
nabas feil down at Paul's feet and said, # 1 go to
Cyprus and hasten to be made perfeet; for T know
that I shall no more sce thy face, O Father Paul)
And Paul said,  The Lord stood by me this nmight say-
g Do uot force Barnabas not to go to Cyprus, for
there it hias been prepared for him to enlighten many ;
and do thou also, 1 the grace that has been given thee,
go to Jerusalem to wership in the holy place, and there
it shall be shown thee where thy martyrdom has been
prepared.”

This separation of Paul and DBarnabas is the same
that 1s described in Acts xv, 3641, DBut the two ac-
counts differ in the following cssential particulars :—

T
the

Acts of Bavitabas |
The separation occurs at An-:
tivch in isidia,

Acts of Aposies,
The separation occurs at An-
itioch in Svria.

It was during their first mis-*
slonary journey (Acts xiil,; mar-
ginal chronoloegy, an, 42).

1t was just before their second
missionary journey  (Acts xv
mary, chron, A, 530,

the

Lo

Paul was Jdirected
Tovd 1 a vision to
Jerusalen.

by

He travelled through Syria
hasten

and Cniea to Derbe and Lystra,
and thenceto Macedonia.

Lucius of Cyrene was present

Lucius of Cyrenc
as  fellow-missionary.

csent oneither journey.

was  not

The rest of this hoole relates to Barnabas, but as it
scoms to be partly historical, we deem it important
enough to give an abstract of the story,

Barnabas and Jolin embarked for Cyprus in the port
Laodicea. This shows that the separation of the two
apestivs was at Antioch In Syria, which was about
forty miles from laodicea; Antioch in Pisidia was
five hundred miles distant, Advase winds drove the
vessel far out of her course. They were compelled to
stop at several Innding-places. At Corasium (perhaps
Corcyrus in Cilicia) they concealed themselves lest
some one should discover that Barnabas had separated
from Daul. A storm detained them three days at the
island of Pityusa {north of Crete), where they were
cotertained by a plrous man named Euaphemus, whon
with lus house DBamnabas mstructed in the faith, At
Ancemurium (i Cilicia) Barnabas converted two Greelks
by promising to put en them clothing which would
never become soiled, Having  baptized  them, he
clothed them, one with his own 1obe and the other
with John Muark’s, The happy converts gave theapostle
money, which he strafjghtway distnibuted 1o the peor.
As the ship was aboul to sail for Cyprus, onc of the
scamen, named Stephanus, wanted to go along, but
Darnabas would not permit him.

At night they sailed across to Cyprus, landing at
Cromycita, llere they were eutertained at the house
of Timwon and  Ariston, temple servanis. Timon had
a fever, which they cured by laying their handsupon
him and iuvoking the Lord Jesus. Darnabas alse
cured the sick by laying upen them the documents he
had received from Matthew, “a book of the word {or
volee) of God, and a narrative of miracles and doc-
irines.™  (Onery : Was this the Hebrew gospel 3)

At the next town, Lapithus, an idol festival was
being celebrated i the theatre.  Being forbidden to
cinter the city, they journcyed over the mountains to

Lampadtstus, Timon’s nativetown. Here they were
cntertained by Heracleius of Tamasus, then on a visit
tolus relations. Him DBarnabas recognised, having
nrel hiinn at Citium  with Paul, where his name was
changed at baptism to Heracleides. They ordained
him bishop of Cyprus.

Journeymg over the mountain called Chionodes
ie, snowy), they came to Cld IPaphos, where they
found Rhodon, a temple servant, who became a be-
licver and accompanied them. They met, coming
from Paphos, Barjesus, the Jew (alias Bar-Suma, the
sorcerer), who recognised Darnabas, Darnabas did
not go inte Paphos (i, the chiet town, called New

aphos), and so they procesded to Curium.

At Curtum {perhaps Curtium) an abominable foot-
race was being performed by naked men and women,
Barnabus rebuked the wicked city, and the western
part of 1t fell killing many people; the rest fled to the
sacred temple of Apollo.  As the missionaries drew
near to the tewple, they were opposed by a great multi-
tude of Jews at the instigation of Darjesus. So they
had te spend the night outside the city under a tree,

Next day they vistted a village where Aristoclianus
dwelt-—a leper who had been cleansed at Antioch,
scaled as a bishop by Pau!l and I3arnabas, and sent to
his village because there were many Greeks there.
This village bishop entertained the missionaries for one
day in a mountain cave.

Thence they came to Amanthus on the south coast.
Here Barjesus had got the start of them, having gained
over the Jews. They were net allowed to enter the
city, but were taken in for an hour by a widow woman
of cighty, who lived cutside and did net worship idols.
As they departed they shook the dust off their feet over
against the temple in the mountain, where a multitude
of fow women and men were pouring libations.

Travelling through desert places they next came to
Citiuny; but as there was a great uproar at the hippo-
drome and no ene received them, they rested an hour
at the gate and then satled to Salamis.

They landed in the islands where there was a place
full of idels, and a high festival was being celebrated,
Here they found Bishop Heracleides again, and gave
hiny instructions about setting up churches, Iaving
gonc into the city, they went to the synagogue where
Jarnabas unvolled the gospel he had received from
Matthew, and began to teach the Jews.

After two days BDarjesus arrived with other Jews, and
having brought together a multitude of Jews, they laid
hold of Barunabasand bound Luim, wishing to take him
before the governor of Salamis,  3ut having learncd
that a pious Jebusite, a kinsman of Nero, had come o
Cyprus, they did not take the apostle before the gov-
ernor, but dragged hinm frem the synagogue to the hippo-
drome, and having gone out of the city, they burnt him
with fire so that even his bones became dust, Then
they gathiered his dust in a cloth, intending to sink 1t
with a wrapping of lead in the sca; but John, Timon,
and Rhodon stole it away in the night and secreted it
in a cave with the documents, where they also hid
themseclves.  Dut the Jews having discovered their
hiding-place, they {led to another cave near the village
of the Ledrians,  Here they remained three days, until
the Jews gave up the pursuit of themn, when they went
to the village of limines, whence they sailed to Alexan-
diia in an Egyptian ship, There the writer says he
remained preaching what he had been taught by the
apostles, who baptized him and changed his name to
Aark by the water of baptism,

We are inclined to believe there is a foundation of
truth in this account of Darnabas, and possibly that
Jobmn Mark wrole it originally.  DBut it has been much
corrupted, and the name Nero has been interpolated.
This book is kuown to have existed as carly as a.p.y78,
witen the body of Barnabas ( who was prebably put to
death and perhaps burnt to ashes about 40 B.c.) was

Sound in Cyprus,

The ministry of the apostle seems to have been short
and unsuccessful. Twice he journeyed rapidly through
his native sland, making bat few converts,and belore
he had completed his second missionary journey he was
murdered by o Jewish mob mnstigated by Barjesus.
“Lhe Trath Seeker’



IN IELL

GREAY AND GO()D MEN

BY COLONEL INGERSOLL,

“God so loved the world ¥ he is going to damn most
everybody, and, if this Clivistian religion be true, some of
the greatest and grandest and hest w ho cver lived upon this
c:lth e .‘,nf}elmg its torments to-night ! 1t don’t appear

to wake much difference, however, with this cluarch. They
eo right on enjeying themsebves as well as ever. If their

doctrine is true, Benjamin Frankling one of tlie wisest and
best of men, who did so mmueh to give us here a free
raveriuuent, is swflering the tyvanny of (fod to-night, while
he endeavored to cstablish freedom awong wew. It the
churches were honest their preachers would tell their
heavers,—* Benjumin Franklin is in Lell, and we wimn any
and all the youth nobt to iwitate Benjumin Franklin—
Thomas Jeflevson, the author of the Declation of
Independence, with its self-evident truths, has been damned
these many years.”  That is what all the ministers ought
to have the courage to say. Talk as you believe. Btand
by your creed or change it. T want to impress it upon your
mind, beeavse the thine T wish to do In this world is ta pud
out the fires of hell L want to keep at it just as long as
there is one little coal red in the bottomless pit. As long
as the ashes are wirm 1T glall denocunce tlus infamous
doctrine. I waut you to know {lat the men wlho fonndald
this greab and glovious government ure there.  The most of
the men who fought in the Hevolutionary war and wrestiod
from the cluteh of Great Britain this continent, have heen
rewwrded by the eternal wrath of God. Theold Revolution-
ary goldiers ave in hell by the thousaids,  Let the preachers
have the courage to say so.  The men who fought in 1812
and gave to the United States the freedom of the seas,
nearly all of themn have been darmned since 1815—all that
were killed.  The greatest of hervoes, they ave there, e
greatest of pocts, Lhe greatest of seientists, the men who
have made the world beautiful and grand, they ave all, 1
ell you, among the dumned if this creed iz true.  Humboldt,
wlo shed light, and who added to the iufellectual wealth of
mankind ; Goethe, and Schiller, and Lessing, all goue!
All suffering the wrath of Ged tonight, and cvery thme an
angel thinks of one of those men he gives Lis havp an exirn
twang, Laplace, whe read the heaveus like an apen hook —
he is there. Robert Burns, the poet of human love - he is
there because he wiote the  Prayer of Woly Willic ;” because
he fastened upon the cross the Preshyteriun crecd, and wade
it a lingering craecitixion.  And yobt that man added 1o the
tenderness of the human heavt,  Dickens, whe pul o shicll
of pity beiove the flesh of childhood— (ol is getting cven
with him. Quwr own Ralph Walde Fawerson, although he
had a thousand opportuniiies to hear Metholist elerzymen,
scorned the means of gvace, and the ety Ghost s delighted
that he is in liell Lo-night
Longfellow refined hundreds and thousands of homes, hut
he did not believe irr the mirvaculons ovigin of the SNaviour.
No Bir ! he doubted the veport of (:.ﬂnnl Tles Toved his
fellow men he did what he coudd 8o free his slioves; Le did
what hie conld to nudee mankind happy; bat God was waiting
for him,  Ile I his constable II”I[L there,  Thomas Paine
the author of “The Rgiés of Aan,” oftering his Jife in both
Liemispheres for the tre ulom of the Timman race, and ans of
the founders of the Republic—it often seemed to me that it
we could geb God's attention leng enough bo point iim to the
Ameriean flag Lie would et him out.  Comte the author of
the ¢ Positive Philosoply,” who loved his follow men lo
that degree that he made of hamaniiy a god, who wrote his
oveat worl in poverty, with his fuee coverald i tears
arve getting thelr vovenge on Lim new,  Vallsive,
abelishied torture in Friuce ; who il more for lmman
liberty than any other vy, living or deal ; who was the
assassin of superstition, and whose dugger still vusts 1o the
heart of Catholtclsm—all the pricsts who Tave been translatod,
have their happiness inercased by looking at Voltaire
Glorious country, wheve Lhe prinei)al oceupution is watching
the miscries of the lost —Giordang Praue, Renedict 8pinoza,
Diderot, the cneyelopodist who  endeavoured to get all
knowledge in a small compass, g0 that he conld put the
peasant on an equality with the prinee intellectually, - -the
man who wished to sow all over the worlil the seeds of
kuowladze s wha Toved Lo Tibowr for wmankingd, While e
privsts wanted Lo iy, be did all he condd to put oul the
» has been fost lunu long ngo. Tlis ey for waler
L become so common thal Lis volee is now recoguized

they
who
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through the realing of hell and they say to one another “That
is Diderot.”  David Hume the Philosapher he is also there
with the rest. Becthoven, the Shakespenre of music, he
liws been Tost 5 and Wagner, the waster of mclody, and who
has made the aiv of this workl rieh forever, he is there;
andd they have hotter mun;ic i hell than iu heaven,  Sheliey
whose goul, like Lis own  skylark,” was o winged joy—he
hasheen dumned for many, many vears; and Shakespeare, the
greatest of the humwn tace, who s done more L ¢levate
mankind than all the priests who ever Hived and died, he is
there ; and all the fouaders of the Inguisitions, tle builders
of dungeons, the nmnkers of ehiing, the inventors of nstru-
ments of torture, teaners and burners and bhranders of inunan
flesh, stealers of Lubies and sellors of husbands and wives
and ehildren, the draseers of the swords of pevsecution, and
they who kept the hovizon lurid with the fagot’s Hame for a
thousand years - -they ave in heaven to-night ! Well, Twish
heaven joy in suel company.

23

THE BISITOPS IN THE LOR
“The notion that Wnglish Christinnity would suflir damage
1f the Bishops were withdeawn from the House of Lords
appears o me cntively devold of foundation.”  Thal was
written by Conon Ryle; but the canen Lias sinee beeome a
bishiop, and, as he is the junior bishop in the {louse of
Lords, Die had to tell « company of Eplscopations ab Liverpool
Lately that “to his own gread inconvenicnce, e was now
obliged to be nhsent from his diocese a consilerable portion
of the year. Te had every day to read prayers inthe Honse
of Lords.  1le id not read them {0 n very Lirge andienee,
He theught perhaps halfacdozen made up the whole number;
the prayers were over in whoud five minntes.” It hias been
sugeested that the Lords might, Hke the Commons, lave a
dm lain but mivk Bishop Ryle's reply o that suggestion
“ \ul'w one und suggesteld that o el aplain should t.LI ¢ that
place, but he conld not help remembering that it would be
one more stop towards taking the lmnulm oul of the ilonse
of Loida .ﬂt,ogf,llnl,
ask whal was the
connected witl the
conmpletely
know,

and 1F enee thal wiss done people wonld
use of the Clharell of Englimd Deing
stute ab all.” So Adet the bishop lias
twrned his back upon the viears.  But, as we

Selrenmstancees alter cases,"— F The Liberawor)

TRUTIE AND 1

0, Heavn-horn Truth et all adere,

Naneht else in Universe fnnnenss, deserves fhe praise,
Awnilsinee to mighty eminence the Trngh aspives,
Suel aspivation man dath joyensly and freely give
Lot this then of sl things he mans el end -

T expose the Troth, vesult of which bhrtngs joy to all,
Alone e Trath man's happiness deponds,

Arwd when Trath dawus and planty vealiael
Ourduty’s plaia:

IR IARI

fot eneh assimilnte
This Eleh ey neboen deity o themscelves,
T bycuone thaes this o] wns wenk,

Was i rhtm cfeebly 5 b those davsof yore
Vile crror, 1;1:!1[;011[_ shuwed s {eetln,
Iroveatnd \'.'WALL'II(‘\', Jdovwenns, principaliiiles
Al elothi’d thene all t flesh ald Tone,
Fea Trenbe arod el vedd hot with Tlol
Of wnLle men, whivse Bves were dreely civn,

Who srerbitoed theny Tor the Tralh.

D ister on to Tdest times, o Gonid deity

Has strongey grown — now 11\{‘\ its lieand

With pmu'l presninenee ; day by day

e onskanchb on this vile enfecshlieg ervor’s folt,
This deton, covor, now inabjed places cowers,

T fhwds its plaee adone i weakly numds, held fast
By soplastey, naight ol esddes,

Ob I mateldess Tratlhy to thee we anbly gaay ;
Now siieee thouw shewest thy strensdn, ool
This worshipped deity by some 3 0000 semd it Twenee,
And eanse sl hell-hord error Huv away,

Consign to that vile place fron whiene

, Prwers,

il eaune.
A,
Cireynonth, Avng,, Issi,

The Rev. J, J. Blissdale, TnD., formerly of the diocese
of Melbourne, died in San Francises at a German hospital,
after mueh suflering. e was compelled to cke out »
e bsistanee by newspaper work, which he did ehiefly
on Marviols News Letters e was sevenly-bwo yeus of
ave when hie ddied. SBome seientitie Priends |l:l]‘tl~.'1” his
oxprises e peserved voom al the hospitad, and gave his
retaing respectable inteviwent. Whore were the Christians
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SBECULAT MORALITY

Many persons, who know nothing whatever about the
teachings of Secularism, appear to imagine that it is purely
distruetive, nnd offers noe home in whieh man may dweoll,
afterithas pulled dewn the crmnbling edifice in which e now
resides.  Destruclive 16 18 ag regavds the relisions of the
world ; you canmot plant flowers i ground whieh is full of
weeds, until you huve pulled up and destroyed the weeds;
and sinee the whole garden of the world s full of the peison-
plants of superstition, and there 18 no gronnd outside to
plant our fudr hlos<ois in, we st pull up, and roet o,
aud dig o portion of the carth aronnd s, til we have eleared
wospELee wherein to set our flowers.  Grod elaings the whole
world as bis, awd builds lus ehorelies everswhere ; we eliim
the whole world as Man's; and we muast pull down the
ehitirehios to ke room for the schools; so we drive the
Giod-tdea baek Trom oft the groumd we have won, and keep
the sword peint ever towands 1t with the one Tmud, while
we till the gronnd with the other. BU1L we have won a
plot of ground, men's ad women's hearts and braius, from
which have been pulled up the weeds the Churches sowed
in them, and which need enlture and planting. To them
Secularisi has wnessage; to them 1t brings o rule of con-
duet; to them it gives o test of morality, and a guide
through the ditiondtivs of life, W test moradity by utility
whatever ensures and inereases hutnan happiness s vight
whatever destroys and Injures human lappluess s werosgy
a woral neb is o vsefal wct; an humoeral act 1s an injurious
act; Leyord this we live no meauing for the wend movadity,
Our morality 18 tested only— be it noted- Jiy ntility inthis
life, and i this werld ; with any sthor Jife, with any other
world, we have nothing whatever to do.  If our couduet
promotes human happiness in this world, it is woral and
vight, und uny consideration which induees us to ackso as to
deereuse in any possible way happiness enjoved upon earth,
is innnoral ane wrong,  Asceticism, in any shape, 15 -
moral ; it decveases the amownd of temporal happiness ; aud
whether it please God or no, whedher i give o seal o
hewven or no, whether it hring happiness o a futore dife ov
no, it is equadly fmmeral, it 1s egually wrong. Tt is moral
to give every natural feeling free seope, proviled only that
ne ether pevson is injured, cither diveetly or ndivectly bt
if the actton doue would, i1 generally dove, tend to the
unluppiuess of soviety, that aelion 3s wrong, because the
Dappiness of all s move Diportant than the bappiness of
one ; and the utilitarian ruie iy, that only these actions are
moral which tend to nerease the smount of huppiness pos-
sthle. Toonany peints the Clivistian and the Seeular
meavalities coimelde, althovel springing from ditferent roots;
i some they diveedy etasl, Both would wrree that lying
v wrang,  Whyt o Beenuse,” says the Clodstim, 1o
ottinds aguinst Cod” “Not w0, answers the Sceulivist;
vt beeanse 16 brings abous vrtualdistrust, aod, if generally
practised, would vender soclety impossible.” T, (-.:u:h
reprobates the same et but deoes so ona perfectly dislinet
croniud,
© Chvistian worslily is itself nneonseliously Utilitarian, and
when the precepts of its fonnder would he injurions i
cirried out, it very gquictly drops them eut of its code. No
Christian vemsds 16 s moral to condone a theft by giving
the thiel wore thoan Lie had stolen, or to enconpage Britalivy
by nonvesistanee s nrility is too strang for the philosophy,
and wonldy v into contormity witle the newmls of soviety,
Bal Christion worlity 15 shaped and colowrad by the
ernleavour Lo secare lppiness inoa world other il thiy
iy actions e dome whicle deercase tenporad, beoase
{hey are supposed 1o nerease cternal, happiness, . To the
Seenluvist all such nctions are distinetly innmoral, and
deserve stern reprobation.

g

Purtlier, the momdity which eommands the Seewralist to
doall which tends to inercase the temporal happiness of
mankind, fays upon bim dulies which it 15 eriminal to
negleet, Bdueation 18 neeessary to human happiness; it
inereases the sourees of happiness, and quickens, and shar-
pens the power to enjoy. To promote cdueation In every
possible way becomes thenm a duty inemnbent ou every
Neenlarisl; o Seeular Hoclety which does nothing to educate
its members is negleeting one of of its chief duties: il is
morally bound to care for the eduealion of its chiliren, to
aive facilities forcontimad edneation o its adults, to agitate
i favonr of every Pavliamentary proposivion wiich minkes
education more casily attainuble by the people, aud against

|
l

everything which narrows ovr degrades it A parent who
professes Scenlar principles, and who does not insist on,
and provide for, the due schooling of his children, at what-
sver personad sacrifice, 1s committing a distinet breach of
Heeular morality, A citizen who neglects political stody,
and the diseliarge of politiecnl duty, also sins against
morality : hiuman happiness is increased by every improve-
went 1 law, and 1s deereased by State Injustice and State
tyruiny; to be indifferent to that which affects the happi-
ness of the whele country is a crime.  The Seeularvist has
duties to himeelf s well as to his neighbours. It is
Divtnoral to neeleet e luws of hisalth, that is, to fail to
profit by the observed sequence, according to which some
acts prownte, and others mjure, health, Drunkenness is im-
maval; 1t weakens and destroys both physical and mental
puwers, awd 18 therefore wreong, even when it is not further
pugravated by publie riot.  Obedience to physical law is
Dienmmbent o every Seeularvist, and Impurity  of life,
unclennhiness, excess of any deseription, are all sins against
Svenbe wmorality. Discharge of dutics—personal, soetul,
political—is sternly reguired from all who take our name:
cowrtesy m datly life, mutual respect and reverence, willing
aesistanee to any whe need add, ungradging  exertions
for the goad of others, bold resistanee of evil in every shape,
wnshrinking definee of every form of tyvanny, unchanging
paticnee in the reformation of the froward and the evil, un-
failing tewderness with the weak and the aged, untiving
kindness to all atike, these ave all required by Seeutar mor-
alily from those whe range themselves nnder the banner of
Seelarisin, Nothing loss than this wust be the ideal
which weo strive to renliye; and to this we wust add every
griwe and every beauty of chavacter whicl can add to the
brightness, and increase the happiness, of human life.
ANNIE IBESANT.

H

TEACHING A SECULAR CODE,

The AMinister of Edueation of New South Wales has
sent the following veply to the decularist depatation, headed
by My T Wadker: -

“Oir——1 s desived Ly the Blinister of Public Instruction
to acknowledge thereceipt of yourletter of July, 1834, asking
that the New South Wales brauchof the Australasian Secular
Association way he permitted to send its representatives
mito thie Htate schols to insteues the children of Secularists
D tledy duries to thewselves, to society, and to the country
i which they live,” and submitting that clanse 17 of the
Tublic Instruction Jet of 1330, gives the Secular Assoelation
that right.

20 Iureply I aw divected to state that the Minister Ling
constdeved the points ratsed 1 your letder, and particulaly
in the code of struction in morality dissoctated from
thealogy, proposed to be tavght by the Seeular Association,
and Dudicated Jooparagraphs A (@ by I (a b)) and 111 ITH,
and while acknowledging that the duties mentioned in
paragraphs T 1T TLT ave such as sheuld be imposed on every
ealonist, the Minister is of opinion that the proposed code
dous not come within the meaning of “ religious instruetion
{as distineuished from seenlav instruction) mentioned in
cliaze 17 of the Pulilic Instruction Act. Moveover he cannot
see any neacssity for sucl a code of instruction being
fnparted by speeial teachers from your Association in the
way proposed by youp even if such a course were permissible,
Dnasiuch as miost of the subjeets nuned by yvou are already
preseribed in the ordinary teaching given in the schools
wnider this department Paragraph 30 of the ¢ Instructions
to Teachiorsy runs thus @ -

“oIt shadl be the daty of ali teachers to fmpress on the
windg of their pupils the principles of morality, trath,
justice, and patriotisiun ; to teach them to avoid idleness,
profunity, wnd fulschood ; to instruct them in the principles
of a free government ; aud to train them up to a frue
comprehension of the vights, duties, and dignity of ¢itizen-
ship, "—1 am, &e,

“ (. MiLLEn,
“ Acting Under Sceretary.”

Lady Locly, the wife of the new (lovernor of Victoria,
iy the twin-sister of Lady Lytton, wife of the late Viceroy
of Indin,  Bhe has a very tall though graceful  fignre, and
her face always wears o pleasantsmile, which gives one the
Dupression (hat the owner has w kindly Leart and a contented
mind,
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R. A, ADAMS,

IMPORTER,

DI R E

WHoLESALE AND Rerail Draper, TalLor,
AND DRESSMAKER.
A T E

P A

JAMES TIIAIN & CO.,
IRON & HARDWARE MERCHANTS,

ISTPORTERS OF—
American Goods, Agricultura, Implenicnts,

Brushware, Lampwave, Paints, Qils, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act.

VigroRla AVENUE,
Tavro Quay, AND S1. HiLi STREFD,

IWANGANUL

FREE.\IAN R, TACKSOXN,

AreTIONFER & STocKk SALESMAN,
WANGANUI AND HAWERA

Agent for Wellington steamers —1IULA and
TUIL.

Korthern 8.5, Co.’s steamers—
ROWENAand MeGREGOR,

"

VICTORIA AVEXNUE.

ENCOURAGE XNLEW ZEALAXND
INDUSTRIES,

THE NEW ZEALAND CLOTIING

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hands.

g, TWENTY-THRELE BRANCHES!

now opened in New Zealand,

Wanaaver Brasour:
CORNER OF VICTORIA AVENUE
AND RIDGWAY STREKT.

Wi, AHLFELD Alaxanrn,

W, H. NETTLESHID,
{Late King & Co.),

ARUFACTURING  JEWILLLER,

GGOLD AND SILvER SyUri.,
Electro-plater and Gilder,  Masonic Jeweller
aud Medalist.
VICTORIA AVEXNUE, WANGANUT, |

GHEORGE CALMAN,
TEA MERCHANT AND GENERAL
PROVISION DEALLR.

VICTORIA AVENTUE,
WaANGANTL
SHARPE,

I AVING left the Corner, has removed

to New Premises next Banlk of New South i

Wales, Wanganui, where Le will be happy
|

to mect all his customers in future. i

TOM FLERRY,
I‘ICENSED YICTUALLEIL.
I3

RiEsIbENQL ;
OCUCIDLENTAL HOTEL,

WaNuascr,

JOHN EKEXNNEDY,
:[_ OTELKEEPER AND GENERAL
STOREKEEDER,

K 8N NLTDY'S,

J. W. AMcDUFE,

COAUCH-BUILDER  AXD  IMPORTER,

WANGAXUL

BEING a thorough, practical tradesman,
having a full staff’ of first-class mechanies,
and using ondy the hest materials, customeys
can rely on getting Sound, Reliable Work,

with a Superiov Finish,

8. MANSON,

G]-I TERAL STOREKLEEVEL,
IECLAIMED LAND,

Y a N ¢ A N U T

’

(And at Murimoto.)

W, RPRIGOENS,
BOOT AND 8IOE MANUFACTURER,

Vieronta AVENTE, Waxcasur,

Imperter of every deseription of Ladies’,
Gents', and Children’s Boots and Shoes.

DONALD TOsY,
CA]‘:IXE’LM;\]{I*}I{ & UPHULSTERTL,

Tavre Guay, Waxocaxur,

A Jarge stock of

27 CARPETS  AND  FURNITURE w5
OF LVERY DESCRIPTION

ALWAYS ON HANID

JAMES LAIRD

]’[\“3 much pleasure in announcing to
Cowntry Scttlers that his NEW SERDS,
suitable for the season, are now to hand i
fine condition—eomprising Turnip, Rape,
Mustard, Greass Seed, &e. All scods care-
fully packed and forwarded first oppor- :
tunity. Price Lists sent free, and every |
information on application,

JTAMES LAIRD,
Witonesann  axp Rurain

Tavpe Quay, Wanganul.

REDRMAN, ‘
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TO PRESERVE, WINTEN & BEAUTIFY
THE TBETI,

L 0AST \'_m:—

AND CO0.'8
CARBOLISED LROSE TOOTH POWDER.

To he had of all Druggists & Patent Medicine
Vendors throushout the district.

Mr Loasiy’s ToeTit Pownir—the receipt
for which | have seen, is both pleasant and

cllicacions, 1t is espeeially useful in cases
of tender gums.
{Signed) HrrperT Rawsox,

Dentist.
Wellington Terrace, Nov, 12, 1883,

A M. LOASBY & Co,
WioLESALE AN DBRtan, Maxveracroniyeg
ostorarizne Creasrs,
Vierowra Avesre, Waxoaxor,

KON BROS.,
P RACTICAL WATCHMALKER =,
JEWELLERY, & SILVERSMITHS,
WANGANVUL

A Large and Varicd Assortment of Watches,
Clocks, Jewellery, and Llectro-plate,

PRIZE TROPHIBES & TRESENTATION
PLATE
Manufactured and Ingraved to Order on

the Shortest Notice !

Good SBtock of Spectacles, &, Eye-glasses

to suit all sights.

EDWIN JJ. KING,
FIYEACHER of Plancforte, Violin, Corno-
pean, et Music provided for BaLLs,
Papries, Prexics, ¥rog i town or country,
BRARS O STRING BANDS.
BT King & Sens’ worivalled Quadrille Band.

Acaneyy ov AMesies
ST BILL STREVT, WANGANUI,

GEORGE FLYGER,

FTYALLOR, CLOTTIER, & OUTFITTER,

Vivroenria AVEXNUER

WANGAXNUL

SUITS (OF GO0 MATERIALY MADD
TO ORDER AT TILE LOWEST PRICE,

= FUT GUARANTEED.

WILLLIANM  MITCHELL,
C;\l:'l_‘]‘ll{ & FORWARDING AGENT,

S AL Sriner, WaNgaNtL

Country Orders promptly attended to,
FAS, CRAAM,
PLUM]‘.!CR, CASFITTER, TINSMITII,

e,

Tre.

Riscway Sveeer, Waseaven

Pented and pubiisbed e AC DO Willis, at his Caston
ot Work~, Victoria Avenue, Wanpannoi, New
Zealand,  Septetnber ty 1584,
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