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My nawe s Tangata Tito, and [ live
a getting to he an old man now,
ehianees sinee the days of my vouth.

in Poverty Day. T
g0 1 have scen many
The geentest ehange

of all was the serival of the Dakeha with hls New ways .Lml
his new velieton, T owas o voune man thien, and to the
VOt Ly el e 1y «ulwmtm s bovejolecd greatly when

s the wonderful t]1111=r5 of the \\]htt’ wan, his guns, his
tools of iron, is women's dresses of many slmp::a‘ amd eolors,
aned heand Wis stovies of strance Lands, and above all of his
Clods, whose ways e knew all about, while of vur own we
lnew Little, for the seodbwedl oo wist, mied no one scemed o
kenow t,\actl_\ how they would aet on any veension, !mng
tdeed mueh like our grent chiefs, easily proveked Al ready
todo wman aninpury o n kindness just as it might suit

thetr temper ab the moment, The Priests indeed elaimed
to luve great fnfluenes over them, hut we could not always

trust the Pricsts. They often laud their swie ends to serve,
ad also freguentiy made stk es, saying the wrong words
it an IILL,.!.Il..lleIh ar nking some mistke in the ‘L'!L_)ull-
anee of w corewony, than which pwothing ceould mom offerud
the invisihle oot the whole we Muaovis it little
interest in the unseen world, wusre especiatly as woe believed
thiat only some guen lived Tong after they were dead, and
that even these, our wisest men and holy fest warriovs, when
Lhew vrandually faded rway and died the
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secornd Qe at st asowis eviedend g thedr consing to
apprear 1 drenns el visions Bue the Tadedes Glonls
{whont we at tivst thought b be fowr, nanely the Father,

the Son, the Tloly Clost, sl e Devil, at who we found
afterwards was gue, o thees in oone, Iike thvee spears tied
tocether—1 never could gaite nake it out) or Gol, was
gquite o ditterent being, He his missionary Priests
Lol b ehmviioGly poscerful il so sood thid o Pz
pend o wns too greal for e Tost olfenee committad against
L, Then they tohd the story of Admin enting the
appley, avel the way Inwlich nearly all the people in the
world hned been drowned tn a0 greal Hlood, sned hiow Alosuy
worked miraeles, aud fually destn owas bhorn aoed went
ahont performing lesser mivacles than Moses did, Bad sl
wonderful cuough of ety Kimd, and Gow alb Iist he was
cruelly put to deatls in spite of all his power wnd goudness,
il rose again and aseended iute heaven, where aky man
who believes all this and does no work en a Swday, 15 surn
to join him and live for ever, while the man who does not
believe this and goes out fishing on w Sunday, will indeed
live for ever and ever Tt in o place of torment ealled Tell,
AT this the missionaries said had Leen writken by their
Ciod in o booke Cleardy they bolieved this, and most of the
Mmissiomaries were good ol Carnest wen, evideatly men of
trutl, wlio had ¢one thowsauds of miles t tell us iliis zood
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news. There was their book, the Bible, in proof of it All
the Prkehas we met believad in it, We saw too that the
Paleeha God had given then muieh more than our Gods had
iven to us, aud besides those who accepted the teaching of
the missionarics were favoured Ly them and had many
advantages over the ¥ Devil ™ uatives, as the missionaries
called those Maovies who remained heathen and vefused to
put away theiv wives and worked ov amused themselves on
adunday. Tlence nearly ol the younger men and women
resalved to becomne Christias. For mie 1t was easy enough ;
Uil ne wife, 1 liked to e the singhing and preaching on
Sundays aond I tound it easy to believe all that 1 found
in the Bible,  We have to take many things on trust, and
this was only one thing more.  When 1 owas haptised 1 felb
myselfsafe. The Devil enuld have no claim to me, for any
such elanim had bren satisfed Ly the death of the sen of God,
Tt was pleasant to think that I sheuld live for ever as well
as the richest missionary lived on earth.

Bestdes this we all saw that the Christian teaching as to
right and wrong was good and in some respects heiter than
our own,  Our custom was to kill and eat our enemies, and
that led to their killing and eating ws, which was not so
pleasant, and evidently injured the tribe; and so as to stenl-
ing, aud many other things, The law of Tapu too was
Lind o bear and Christianity did away with much of it
There was much talk about sin, but repuntance was easy
and faith was all the new Miests really caved much abont,
and we bzl plenty of that, for oo knowledee was smali and
one thing scemed as likely as another to be trae. Why not,
for many stpange t]un;_;.a Lappenad in old times, and in
Places woe knew not of; still stranges things may have
hfil,i["“l*'d and the Pakehas had no imterest in telling us
livs, for we knew them to be ifviends not cnemies. Soas 1
say, nearly all of us were Christinns and took much more
iuterest in the now religion than we had done in our old one,
it which indeed nmany of us langled, as did the Pakeha,
Time went on and as 1 grew older I began to perceive that
the new faith bad its drawhacks. [t tinght that all men
wers egital, and so gradnally the common people took no
heed o the words of their ebicts,  Slaves refused to work,
and when soue were kitled, the missionaries denounced the
chiels who L punished thew, as murderers.  The people
agreed with the missionaries, and sald one man was as good
as another, for were we not all _brethren in Christ?  This
looked right aud just, Tmt it led to much confusion.  1ach
nuti pacddled the eanoe o different way, and so it drifted
To ue, 1s a chief of many ANCCSTOTS, it wis 1min{'ul to see
the iuf l\lonc(‘ of the chiefy slipping away trom them in this
manner, A well-dhorn man used to be looked up to and if
he proved Limself fit to lead in eounctl or in war the tribe
gladly foliowed ki Now they said what vight lias he to
Tead mm'L, than ws ! Then mean-minded men went about
telling tales, and set one finnily against another and so got
pm\u fUI themsclves, and in this the missionaries often
assisted, they heing casily imposed upon by men of this
sork,  © Urooked buek Is tist threugh the hint door,” says
the proverh, amd so it was that these sneaking fellows always
gotintoany place they wanted They were made eatechists
and nuents wnl representend the telbe in its deadings with
the Pakeiias Gorearly owing to these men ik was that our
Lavdds pasaed Indo the hawds of the Pakchn, They took
Lrihes righe and left and persuaded the people to sell their
Lands for & fow pence per acre. For this I do net mucl
blime the Pakela,  1le gave the priec agreed on and it wag
low bLeeause these agents sobd one against the other.  The
igneranee of the native was no mateh for the knowledge of
the white man, Now L Lecau {oosee it our old men
were not such fools as T ohad thought themn when they
wartied us against e new religion. "It had destroyed the
power of the ehiefs and leaders of the people and left us in
the Tads of wany fools Ted by o few regues.  Therefore
acnin T orvejoieed "ll‘ltl\' when the King I}IO\Cll]Lnt])(""ln
for i this T saw a w ay of salvition for my race, We the
chicts of New Zealand would no longer permit ignovant and
dishonest men to ruin their tribe by the sale of land which
we now knew could be made & source of wealth and power.
This led to the war that began at Waitara, where the Pukceha
Wiag Wrohg evel .lCLOlll]ll“‘ to his own law, but had e been
right war wonld have come at ast. L and my people fought
against the Pakeha and T felt I owas veally a chicf again,
Then Te Un announced w0 new religion, It was in some
respeels o pevival of owr old fuith, To me it appeared
possible that misfortnne had fallen upon us beeauss we had
duserted our old Gods.  Clearly they were Lelping us now




