THE TFREETHOUGHT REVIEW,
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DUNEDIN  ASSOULATION,

We take the following inieresting report of the 1]10(,(‘(‘(1—
gy on the ocension of M and Mo, Bright’s departure from
Dunedm, from the ¢ Kvenine Herald? of “the Gth July :—

Thers was w Jarge gathering af the Lycoum iall Tost
evening, when o fiewell soivee was given i honour of M,
amd Mus, Clundes Brighi, who intend leoving for Syiuey
within a day or two.  After the good things lherally
presvided 1:}'VH:(: Jaclics: hanl deen done jastics to, fow
seleetions were given by the Land, el Mo Stoat dieliversd
a shovt addeess, e sabl that as those present were aware,

they L met to bid favowell to Me, anl M Brighte 1T
1101J . however, thal ot ue distaut time they wonld welcome
them back to Dunedin, 1le did not thivk it fitting or
proper on this oceasion that he should say snything in praise
of My, or Mrs. Dreight; all who had met them pu\uLtcl},
and those who had Leard them publicly did not require
that he should say anything in thet praise. e might
Bowever say this: thab all of them were deeply indebted to
e for the assistanee rendeved Ly them o Poedin to
the ciuse of Frecthomsht —(Applanse) Fhe Wresthonuhs
novesnent hied mig_-;hl‘v\" odds to eomtenl against, ol what
they as Frecthickers regquived to do was e keep true to
thelr pasition in and ot of season. On hebalf of the exeen-
tive of the Association he prvsent(:(l Mus, Bricht with an
Maninated wldeess in recognition of her efforts nmongst
thenn-—Mrs, Logan, for the Ladies” Associntion, alse made
a presentation to Mrs Brivhe, who approprintely expressed
hoer thanks, Ales Dricht oove sirore e blvess,
toaching on the of Frecthonghi in New
aned the el s that have cotne upon it sinee the thne wivn
Lie fiest Bl {he sati=faction ol alihessing wn
andivnee of bis follow-oen and feblow-wamen i this heanue
titul citv of the Sliddle Island of New Zeatand.
now Litthe more than eiglib yours sinee he delivered his lest
Freethought ovation in a eanvas erection on the southern
warket rezerve, e conld not help thinking of what a
change Lind come over the position of Freethonght in these
ciulh Much had been  done  on its
before by many capabie speakers, and especially by the
genttepim (Meo Stongy who s still looked upon ay the fove-
most Frecthinker of New Zealind, i not of the whele of
these colonles,  (Applause)  There were others. like Mr
Jues Swih (lmm Melbourne), My, now Dr, Peehles {of
Aaeriea), wha worked for the canse here 5 bubat that period,
176, spite of all that hnd been done, .m:l though there had
heen formed some Assoctations whieh had bLul allowed to
Lapse, he believed Tie was covreet In stating that there was
not a single Freethought Association in existence in thix
colony.  Durine his recent tour throughont New Zealund
he found more or less active energelic associations on behalf
of freadom of thought inall the principal eitics. At Christ-
cliirel, wliere ou all previous visits it was necessary, as ib
were, for him to pasy ther closed doors, as Christehaeh
wax 50 completely given up to the ohl respectabilities of
Ortholoxy Lo hear o Frecthonght lecture, he found on his
recent visit an active Irecthought  Association with an
exeellent hall, There were also Associations at Wellingtou,
Wangnnai, Auckland, aud other places in the colony. —A
miusical progranme coneluded the proccedings,
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See, to the above Association,
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Interesting  report for the past

Sy —Tn aceordunee with ny usual custows T osend you o lrief
account of vur progress ay a Freethought Asseciation.  Since the
departure of that bright light in our caunse (Mr, Chag. Dright} we
live appeared somewhat clowly, yet have managed to disperse the
clouds by the eflorts of one or two of our most iutelligent members
who have favored us with very cavefully preparcd and excellent
lectures which § think would eompave favorably with some delivered
by professional Tecturers,

Lost Smday we had o lecture delivered by a very promising
yvoung Freethought lectnrer, wuoned Isaac Selby, of Dunedin, hut
recently from Sydoey, The subject chasen wis @ Darwin and Moses,
or which is the more wmtions), the Mosale accovnt of Creation as
viven o Geiesis, or the Bvolubion hypotliesls  as promnluated b
Pvwin, " suel young as he ds (ouly about 21 years) the loecturer
shewed limself very famdliue with and woll posted upin tho subject,

bLellf

We are likely to have another rather exciting time of it in the course
of a weelk or two, as the Christian Lvidence Society have accepted
Mr. Helbiy's ehallenge to debate mpon & similar subjeet viz., * Is the
Mosaic secount of Creation ot varionee with Seience, " the net
proceeds to be dividal between that Society and the A R.A.—the
result of which T hope to be able to communicate te you in my next
monthly report.

Numerically we are slowly inereasing, having 150 members, and
gencrally 350 to 400 'ttt(‘mhuts at our bnmhv evening meetings.

At onr last general meeting it was resolved that we shonld place
all axailable funds at o fised dep051t ag the nucleus of & building
fund, which we hope will rapidly increase.

We have made but little progress with onr Sunday School up to
the present moment, bat anticipate o better time in the near future.
as @ wellknown professimal gentleman las offered his services as
instructor in calisthenies, &e.

(he Sunday morning diseussion class is fairly attended, and is
frequently yuite as suusing as it is instruetive.

Hoptug do bave something interesting to torward you next mouth,

Yours faithfully,
W, (. Dexxgs, Hon. Sec,

Auwckland, July B3, 1854,

WELLINGTON FRELTHOUGHT ASS0-
CIATION.

The following veport from Mr. Tyrrell, Hon. Sec. to the

above Asgoeiation, shows that they continue to do good
worle -—
S, -Inomy last commuuication T gave you an acceunt of the

|
| formal opening in our new premises. Sinee then Tam happy to
; inform you onr Assoviation is increasing rapidly in numbers. We
| have starterl a choir, with an eflicient teacher of music—a Mr.
‘ Iraneis, lately from the Lyceum, Duanedin.  This alone, when they
get into form, will make our Snmwlay evenings more attractive. We
had o very Lnjn_y able Social Gathering on the 2nd inst., (the first in
i the ¥ Lycenm 7y which passed off very pleasantly.  Mr. Harrvis was
' "Lmnl in giving us another lecture on the 22nd ult, The
P Jnup'] Pt of s mbjLLL was, o comlemmation of Mr, €. Brad-

Brel's theolosice 11 views, aml other mtters. 3o Harrls is a
~ Vit i venvdos ave thesofore somewhat escusable, bus
4 reon ol atail u~pt:1hlc tu the wajoriey of our suembers, supersti-
Gt Gwiti L aem) havise died out. Oa the following Sunday Mr,
vy e REERC ]1!1‘...1u~t‘11 ¢ rerding ;=2 Pyncdal on the labours
of Ma voer” There was o g nl .1tu-n.1m::e. A course of lectures
avi: bemye viven by our My, Bobertson, viz:—* Problems of Life,”

ol beation,”  Labone,” wvernment awld Religion”  The first
was dolivered on the Gth inst. to a lavge andience.  These lectures,
being important subjects, and ably handled, will no doubt call forth
an animated diseussion. Last Sunday Mr. Hendrey delivered a
Tecture —* Taxation and how it originated.” This alsn is a good
subject and will bear repetition.  We intend having a Social
(lathering every month, for the purpese of making onr Association
attrw tive, and introducing the members to each other.  When the
swinmer eomes ronml we shall have marine and other exeursions, on
Bundays, mljmuning to cur Hall in the evening.  We thoroughly
intewd our Association to be an enjeyable one.  Thanking you
Lindly fur publishing our reports.
I am, &c,
Ww.
Lyceunt, Wellington, July 17, 1884,

TyeneLL, Hon, See,

CANTERBURY FREETIIOUGHT ASSO-
CIASION,

The following is Mr, F, C. Hali’s report for the month of
July i —

SR, —Sinee my last the following have been our Sundays :— June
221l “\\'lmt an Atheist wonld do with .]csus,” by Mr. Billelitt,
June 20th, © Land and Disgribution of Wealth,” by Mr. €, Light-
L hand, Iulv Gth, “ The tireat Delusion,” by \h (i. Parker. July
I ustn, «oA Reply to the Question —VY h.Lt do you give us in its place,”

; by Mr. Chas. Iright.

1 sent you a Christehurely newspaper by which you saw that the

licensing case against me fell through,  Moral—Ifight

| Tam glad to see that so many of the candidates for the House are
for keeping the present Iducation Act intact—as you know the

l cumulative vote was a sop to one of the religions bodies, but now

i that Frecthinkers, with others, make use of it some of the piousare

i fovaltering that clause,

Mons. Max Liell, in “Joln Bull et son ile,” takes off the
Religtows Hypoerites in Enpgland in s racy manner. I ean recommend
its pevasal to yonr renders who may be students in Freuch,

‘Fhe Lycown keeps up very well hotl in the number of seholars
and the interest taken in it by moembers.

T am grieved to inform yeou that the Salvation zeal is failing here,
altheugh Christchiureh is called Head Quarters.

Yours faithfully,

F. ¢, HaLn, Secretary C.TA.
Christehnreh, July 19, 1884,

WOODVILLE TREETIHOUGHT ASS50CIA-

TION

We Lave rveceived the following from a member of the
Woodville Trreethought Association ;—

sy - Lam glad to report that the Frecthought movement here
shows sbeady progress.  Nobwithstanding the unfavourable weather



