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From an English telegram we learn with regret that
Mr. Bradlaugh is held to have voted illegally in the
House of Commons. In other terms, the Court has
decided that a member eannot swear himself in. We
presume Mr. Bradlangh has appealed. ‘The costs 1o
the case must be cnormous,  Would it not be opportune
and fitting that the Freethinkers of New Zealand sent
him a New Year's Gift, to he placed at his sole dis-
posal ?  The great English champion is fizhting the
world’s battle of Freethought, and ought to be sus-
taincd.  Wo inviie suggestions, in order to place
something definite before our readers next month.

The Pope's eneyclical on Masonry (from which we
give an extradt in ancother column) is an instrudtive
document, deserving of more consideration from
Freethinkers than we can give to it in our present
issue. The arraignnient 1s really an indictment against
the principles of modern civilisation.  \What Yopery
condemns modern liberty extols. Aasoury, 1 its
practical or administrative aspact, prebably diflers
different countrics, but if it is the ecmbodinient in all of
the principles sct forth in the Lucyclical, it is entitled
to the respect of Treethinkers,  In a word, Alasonry 13
a great Freethought Federation.  We hope the Pope's
account of it 1s correct.

An Insurance Agent encloses us the following extract
from the report of a mecting of the congregation of S,
John's Presbyterian Chuoreh, Wellington : = A gentle-
man in the meeting deprecated the idea of insuring the
premises, and instead of doing this they, as Christians,
should commend the buildings to the protection of
Geoed.”  The reporfer observes on this: < U is hardly
necessary to state that these suggestions did not mect
with the approval of these present.”  Our Insurance
friend supplies the comment: Ve have competition
enough, heaven knows, but this attempt to start a new
office up above is too muchi. At what figure would Le
put the apite/? Let us add our awn- why did Gorl
allow hLis house to be burnt down ?

The Radical Review advocates national erganization
based upon State sccularization. ©\We should,” it
says, “rejoice over nothing morve than the unification
of the body of the American Iiberals on a platform
embodying the principles of social and political reform
as well as thosc of frecthought specifically. Bot, as
that is a matter of impossibility, remembering that
some Liberals are Greenbackers while otliers are Hard-
Money Men, some Prohibitionists and others Antli-
Prohibitionists, some Irece Traders and others 1Pro-
tectionists, some Socialists and others Demoecrats, cte.,
we deem it desirable that there should still he at least
one strong organization i1 the United Slates that will
valiantly battle for uuiversal mental liberty.”

The general cleftion has witnessed a remarkablc
triumph of the spirit of Liberty over that of Ligotry
and intolerance, in the return of Mr, Robert Stout for
Duncdin, aud Ar. John Ballance for Wanganul.
Both are avowed Freethinkers, and occupy ofiicial
peositions in the Treethought Federal Union of New
Zealand, Deing President and Viee-President

-
pectively. Into Dboth eledtions were imported the
relicious question, and the drum  ccciesiastic was
beaten furiously., ™r. Stout defeated his  clerieat

opponent by a majority of 2o, and A, Dallance
polled 336 votes more than the next candidate on the
list., It need hardly Dbe said that in cach case the
majority was principally made up of the votes of
Christians who refused to have thoir religion dragyed
through the mire 11 a pohitical contest. Tt is more
than probable that many ot the men whe made the
appeal to the odinm theologicum cared about as much
for religion as the religious wife-beater or the religious
murderer.

When we love our Lrother for the sake of our bhrathor, we help
all men o grow in the ryght ;) bt when we love ave bhrother for the
sike of somebady else, who s very likely to damn onr brother, it
very snon comes o burning hiim abive Tor his soui's bealth,  When
men vespect buman life foe the sake of dan, tranguadlity, order, and
progress go hand in hand; but those who only respected hupan
life because God has forbidden murder, have sct thew mark upan
Egrope in fifteen centuries of blood and fire,
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Where it is presumpiion Lo doubt and to investigate, there i 13
worse than presumption to believe,

If men were no belter than their rebigions, the worlilwenld Le a
hutdt indeed,

Truth 15 a thing te be shionded from the houseteps:, aot 1o be
whisperad over rosewater after dinner, when the ladies are goue
away,

Do I seem to say:  Letus eal and drink for to-norrow we die?”
Far from it; on the contrary, T say: * Let us take hands and help
for this day we are alive together”

To become erystallised, fixed inopinion and mode of thought, is
to lose the great characteristic of Lfe, by which it s Jdistinguished
from inanimate naturc—The power of adapting itself to circumstan-
ces.

Bring yowr deetrines, your priesthoods, your precepts, yea, cven
the inner devotion of vour soal, before the tribunal of conscience ;
she is no man's and no God's vicar, but the supreme judge of men
and Gods.

If theve 1s one lesson which history forces upen us in cvery page,
it s this: Neep yomr children awny from the pricst, or he will
malke them the enemics of mankind,

It cannot be true of my race and yonrs that o keep ourselves
from becoming scoundrels we munst needs belicve o lie, The sense
of right yrew np amons healthy men and was fized by the practice
of comrwleship. 1L has never Ll help frem phantems and false-
houds, and i never can want any.

Noreal beld

Irvwvever trilfing sod roomentary i nay seem, 1s

cver trily ficant ;

it propares ns to receive mere of its like,
confivms these which it rescmbles Lefore, and weakens others; and
so graduaile it lavs a stealthy train in our inmoest thoughts, which
may seme day explode into overt action, and leave its stamp upon

our character for cver,

Tt s idle to set bounds to the pauifying and erganising work of
Scwnce. Without merey awd without resentinent she ploughs up
weed and briar, from her footstops behind grow up corn and
healnyg flowers ) and ao covier is far enough o cecape her furrow
Provided that we take
action,-- Man speed the pleagh.

only as our nmetto and

vur rule of

The dim and shadowy outlines of the superhuman deity fade
slowlv away from before us; ol as the mist of his presence floats
astle, we perceive with oreader aond greater clearness the shape of
avet grander and nolder fizure of Thim who made all Gods and
shiall unoike thenn Fremn thedbo dawn of history, and from the
inmost depth of every sond, the fiee of onr Ldtlier Mon lonks out
upein s with the bre of eternal youtl in his cves and savs—  Be-
fore Jehovab was, T am!™

o WO A,
WENDELL DITLLIES RELIGION,

We know what Mo Phillips’ opinions were on religion ;
for, In aeonversition that we once ol with him on e
sinjeel, he mbformed us, el Bis orellsion cone as near {o
tlat of Thomas Piaine’s as any of which we ever read or
hend, T was shmply “to do good,” aud that was what
Paine sabd wis his religion, We soguestad to Moo Phillips,
in the eonversadion to which we allude, that Lis friends
would like to have Lim give alesture expressive of his
views of Chvistianity. e sanl that he wonlll, aud le dil.
The Tretwre was given tu the Lndinna Place Chapel (formerly
Povo Jo Fo 0 Taeke’sy, We were present, and lieard 3,
Phillips sy that Cheistiinity, as he naderstowd and believeld
it, did not consist in joining a chureh, nor in subaeribing (o
A creed, nor saying prayers, nor heaving preaching, nor
helonglog Lo any seet, bat that i6 meant an upright and
usefid life, and in being kind to the poor, the unfortunate,
the ontenst il the oppressed 5 and, in this conneetion, he
mentioned the benevolence of the Good Sumaritan, whose
conduct Jesus approved, though, said Mr. Phillips (with o
twinkle in his eye), as that philanthropist was travelling on
Snnday, some people prohably called him an intidel ! The
religion of Wendell PHillips was in no sense {heslosienl,
bud entirely philouthrvopiead ; and, whelher he is ealled o
Christinn or by any other name, his whole eaveer illusirated
the tretl of the fundifoe couplet of Alesiuder Pope —

(X}

For nudes of faith leb graceless zealets fight :
His cun’t be wrong whose life 1s in the right.”
—¢ Boston Investigator.”



