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The question of the licensing of the Frecthought
ITall, which exercised the City Council some wecks ago,
was made the subject of three mformations heard be fore
Aesers IR, Dleethany, R AL, R. AWestenra, and J. I
Parker. The occasion on which it was alleged that
the Tiadl had Leen used for sech purpsses as made it
necessary to be Heensed were the evenings of April 2o,
21, and 22, when Mr, Charles Dright gave the three
lectures which he delivered  on his last visit to
Christchureh. T G ITall was charged that, being the
ovwner or having the control of the Freethought Hall,
he had allowed the building to be used for the purposes
of a public petformance on the above date without
being Lice nseil Ly the City Counell, conlrary to Sedlion
323 of the \llm'u 1l (“mp(nltmn% Act,

e ] b 1&11(1 appeared for the City Counel, and
Mr. Jovnt for defendant.

A Fisher called the Iollowing evidence.—Scergeant
Morice stated that he knew the building which had

formerty been the German Church, and was now used

a8 the Irecthousht Halll Saw delendant on Mav 30,
e told witness he was Scerclary at the Canterbury
Freethonght Asseciation. Had a further conversation

with him on June 13, and he told witness that the
Association gave the hall to Mr. Bright for his ledtures
free of charge, awd Mro Bright was to receive the
takinges for Huhiting and cleaning expenses, and that if
any persen had msisted on coming o he would not
have been compelled to pay. Ilad seen t’no :Lti\'orii‘;—
ment of the lectures inthe newspapers. Jevnt
would olject unless the advortisement could 1)(‘ tracoed
Mo Hall, M Fisher o

Lo ould not do that.—Cross-
exanuned : il not know the subjedt of the tedtnres,

Tranie Holbs, Inspedior of Tublic Buaddings for the
Clitv e ".’Lil] that no license had heen taken out

for the e wht Haill He had asked defendant to
1y view ()‘{ the fadi that charge was made for
:Uhni::smn to these lu“(lm s, but Alr. Flall had replied
that he did not see why this hall shonid be licensed
more than that of ather relicions  bodies.— H. EL
[onsdate, o membor of the Freothonght Saclety, sadd
he had attended thc ledtures given by Mro Diright.
conld nol recolledt the titles of the ledtures. My, Hall
was Scerctary, Mro Pratt President, and 3r. Webber
viee Prestilent of the Association.  Recolledted i,
Tiall reading a lotter from M. Dratt on the occasion of
one of the lectures. There was a band in connedlion
with the Freothouwsht Tall, and they plaved usually on
Sunday  evenings, embers contntbuted 6d. cacl
evening they attended,

This was all the evidenee for the prosecution.

. . Hall, the defendant, said that 3, Bright did
give three ledlures of a religous tendency on April 20,
21, and 22 10 the Freethousht 1all. Itwas understood
that persons admitted would be asked for 1s, but if they
objected  the charge would not be made— Cross-
examined:  The first le Lhn was on ~ \What Civilisation
has done for Christianity.”  Wituess thought that Mr.

Bright proved that C hristianity had not done much for
civ 111.mmcm. The second ledture was on “ Ingersoll,”
and the third on = ls the Ihble God AW 01L]13 n{
Reverenca 7 There wore more than a dozen people
present on the three evenngs who were not membors
of the Socicty.  Witness arpanged with Mr, Diright that
he shoukd have the Lall free if he pad for the gas and
cleaning.—>Mr Jovut submitted that the information
must be dismissed, A ledture was noloa * public
poerforimance 7 referred Lo by the Act. He thought 1t
was absurd in this free age to take exception to a Jecture
civen for the purpose of showing that Christianity had
not advanesd civilisation.  Tearned counsel referrad to
the various views obtaining in socicty with referenee to
the use of the DBible, and argned that a lecture on
relizions subjedts, such as this had been, or even any
lecture, di-1 not come under the Act, l]m waords of the
Adt evidently reforred to amusing performances. Hle
would drinw attenticn to the Get that the leelure wis on
a relipous subioct, wnd that the pavment for admission

Twas voluntary.  He quoted Baxter v. Langley. L. .y

(lu S0y,

REVIEWW, 15

C. P. 21, and other eases, to show that such gatherings
as  the one under consideration could be held in
unlicensed buildings.--Alv. Fisher said that the Muni-
apal Corporations AAG was passed to enable the City
Counols to take order for the protection of the citizens,
and soction 323 had this intentien with regard to the
means of egress from public buildings, anid he believed

that the words “ public performances”™ would, if
construed strictly, meclude rehzious services. — AMr.
Beetham : Then why single this hall out 7—3r. Joynot

thought they ought to have begun wirh the Cathedral.
Alr. Fisher was dealing with the present case.  If there
was 1o be any exception in favour of religious services,
it should e of a devotional charad@ier..--3r. Bectham
haed understood Mr. Hall that the meetings were for the
“levotion to humanity, Joynt was prepared to
prove that the performance was highly devotional.-—3Mr,
Bicetham, alter a short consultation with his brother
Magistrates, said the Bench were unanimously of opinion
that the wformation would not held water, and that
there had been no @ public performance ™ within the
meaning of the A&, He thought 1t was no more a
public performance ‘han that in the C athedral, which
was exempt from license,  Case dismissed,—Mr, Joynt
apphed for a fee, but as the information had been laid
by the police, the BBench did not allow it.

'ULMINATION

AGAINST

LIBERTY,

In his encyelical azainst the Ireemasons, the Pope
says - The se¢t of Masons aim unanimously, and
steadily also, at the possession of thie education of
children,  “They vnderstand that a tender age is casily
bent, and that there is no more useful way of preparing
for the State such citizens as they wish,  IHence, in the
tnstrndtion amd education of children, they do not leave
to the ministers of the Chureh any part, either in
directing o watching them. Inmanv places, they have
cone so tar that chililven’s education 1s all 1 the hands
of laymen; and from moral teaching every idea is
banished of those holy and great duties which bind
together man and God.,  The principles of social
science follow.  ere, naturalists teach that men have
all the same rights, and are perfectly equal in condition ;
that every man s naturalily mdependent ; that no oue
Lias a nght to command others; that it 1s tyranny to
keop men subjecét to any other authority than that which
cranates from themselves. Ilence, the people are
sovaerelgin g those who rule have no authority but by the
commission and concession of the people. So that
they can be deposed willing or unwilling, according
to the wishes of the people. The origin of all rights
and ecwvil dutics 1s 1wy the people or mn the State,

which is ruled according to the new principles of
liberty, ‘The State must be godless; no reasou why

oue religion ought to be preferred to another; all to be
held i the same esicem.”

THIEORY O LIFL.

he late Professor Faraday adopted the theory that

the natural age of man is 100 years. The duration of
life 15 measured by the time of growth. In the camel

the unton takes pldce at elehit, in the horse at five, in
the lion at four, in the dog at two, in the rabbit at one.
The natural termination is five removes from these
several pomts. Man being twenty years in growing
Hves five thmes twenty years—-that is, 100 ; the camel
is cight yvears in growing, and lives forty years ; and so
with other animals. The man who does not die of
sickuess Bves everywhere from 8o to 100 years. The
Professor divides life into cqual halves, growth and
dechine  and these into mfancy, youth, virtlity, and age.
infancy extends to the twenticth year, youth to the
fifticth, Lecause it is in this peried the tissues become
firm, and virility from fifty to seventy-five, during which
the organism remains complete; and at seventy-five old
ace connuences to last a longar or shorter time, as the
dininuation ol rescrved forces is haslened or retarded.—
Scientihe American.



