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CCHTRISTIAN  FPREETITOUGHT”
“ Peove all things, hold fast that which ts good,” 1 Thessa-

tonians, ¢ V. verse 21 |

The above heading was the title chosen hy the Rev, C.

Worboys, for a discourse delivered by him at the St
Asaph Street Clurch in this city.
It is not oftent that T venture beneath the voof of #

Christian Tabernacle.  Tu the fivst place | have listened fot
many years to some of FEoghuud's ablest © Divines,” wl |
have att{‘nm\'ely studicd many of the writings of the wdvo-
cates and  defenders of the Christian faitli; but T think I
must have been born with w eritical and enquiving mind, for
L beeame a "\vatn at an early age, and thongh I strt ngated
witlh much anxiety of mind “and ‘l)Ll‘LlIl]].Ltl()ll of spirit to
dispel the doubts, [ enly beeue more and move convineed
of the fullacy of Christiine dogmas. For the last twenty
years, whenever 1 have listeued to any of the spivitual
guides of this colony, I liave never lLeard n single new
argumment, and but seldom, an old one cleverly puat, in favor
of theology.,  This alone might be held as sutlicient reason
for not going again; but there are other reasons which T
think we deserving of consileration. T econseientiously
cliect to putting money Inte the pocket of the Churches, as
I hold that it 1n wnjust oud unwise to sapport error;
the s

it
same time it requires soe monnt of firmness to pass

the plate, and be thought shabby, as one weald wost
asstiredly he. i

Then, like the Parsons, 1 omust have “a thirdly "—-L
consider 16 is the duty of every honest Mreethinker to ‘

discountenanee the c;msos amd  practice of intewmperancs.
Don’t gasp, dear veader 5 I do ot insinuate that the orthodox
are addicted to dzm]\mL,; nov do [ believe tlhet they indulge
in the use of aleoholic stimulants any wore than f domyself)
but I find a lovge wnount of what, for want of @ better word,
Dmust eall Spiritied inchriety existing in alHChristlansocioty,
The moral and intellectual fuculties appenr to be < mwdidled ”
by deep draughts of Trinttavinn mystery) aud by qualling at

Che fountain filled with Bloord, |

[rawn from Fmanuel's veins.” ‘
The moval light which should illnme the lines of denarea-
tion between truth aud fetion, burng but dbaly in the braio
gaturated with nysticism; and that intellectual activity
which should ¢ Prove oll things,” slombers sluggishly
under the influence of theological narcoties; 1t holds fast,
not “to that which is good,” beeanse it has been proved
good, but rather to that which s old, wud gilded over with
the Dutel wetal of conventional gentility. A vt theve
are thousands who eonscientiously disbelieving nm(,tl-num
of the dogmas of Cliristinuity, continne to putronise these
spiviteal deam shops,

A course of three seriuons by B3, Worboys was fargely
advertised under a general heading of {T quote from memory)
¢ Faith and Frecthionght.”  Ilis first fecture was entiticd
“ Christinn Secularisn.” Hi-health  prevented me from |
Leaving it but ou Sunday June 2d the noveliy of bis tide
topted me to risk sonie personal ineonvenicnee, mud Linnst
say I wius constderably disappointed in the guality of the
mental pabulum L had to “inwardly digest,”  The following
paragraph cut from the < Stue” of June 2ud is a proot of the
way 1 owhich things can be vencered, aud made to scein
wlat they are not :—*The second of three discourses on
¢ Faith ad Frecthought” was delivered in 8t Asaph Steect
Cliurel kst night, The Rev, O Werboys delined thought
as fopinions about facts)” and showed that while personal
freedom is lmited by restrictions which are necessarvy for
the general good, thought is liwited in its frecdom by the
fmts of science, lu‘:(m} aned veligion, Tle spoke of the
henelit acerning to religion from Freethought, even from
opponcnis, (uul i greater breadth it bad given to theolowy.
e urged ].*u,(:thmlu,r.s to have thelr thuug g free from
prejudice and bins of any kind, especially from the bins of
moral antagonism, from whicl the opposition of many arose,
and to give Christ o far chance,  There was a good and
attentive congresation.”  Any one veading the above might
renddily believe that the disconese had e wovery alife and
argumentative one. The exhiortation of the text was not o
much s veferred Lo adter the opening, A few exbriordinary
assertions were wade which would not hold water,
they subwmittod Lo discussion : 1y in the sceurity of the
pulpil that suel ulleranees cann Jive, wnd only there,

were
15
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instanee, that knowledge was the Loundary of thouglt, or
in other words—man could only think of fucts. I mrmt.llIy
exclatmed, whenee comes all the fiction?  Then we were
told that mnn's persenality was a proof of the existonee of o
pevsonal God ;o that the instinet of worship was universal,

with one or two exeepbions, that when o faeulty was given,

there mnust be an objeet for that faculty,  After 2 string of
such platitudes My, Worborys declred e disl not believe
meevolution ; b required too gwreat s exereise of his imagina-
tion to bridge over the missing link ; he thoneht it muc]

casier Lo he Ilﬁ.\t‘ oo divect net nl he m.m ors im-'ht by the
Bible. Thesaddl # Tan nog think with ehis Doy, ™ I_ presuie
he meant with Lis brain as part of bis maferin) ovonnisalion.

Tle “only knew matter by its atbeibutes™ T inchiued
to the helief that no one else has any other eviterion, e
then assorted that # Clod eoald not do an unvighicons ook,
that e conld not create a man with the preosda - ention
of damuing " The revercnd genttonun’s reason for
thiat belief was, that he (My., \Vorlmy‘) hanl womoral nature,

God was his futher, therefore Clold had o omoral natwve. I
must not dwell however upon the nonsense and meve twaddle
which culminated in begring his heavers to give Jesus Christ
a chance, L theug! £ whils listening that if the poor

carpenter of Bethlehiom bl been arpaigned wt eonrt and
hadd no abler advoate than the Beve ¢ Worbovs his
chanee would be Lut o poor one. )

ned 1t

Fshould Tive gone fo st Aaply Street Clonrelt ones more
to have heard the Tast of the crtitled W hat will
vou do with P Dt all health again compels me to shun
exposnre Lo the nighit adee I eonelusion |
it strikes me s extreme v pitiable it
the Hehts of seience anel cline

COLYSE,

Jesies
wonld say that
men should 1esist
cowmnlhy fuar to the
while thetr reasen vl the
e to et fivst one
the poor old yessel drif

willl n
rotten old wivek of Uhristianily.
thein coinpel
and then another of the planks of

furce of opanion wronnd

away, Wik a s el awhnit that Frosthonghit had
rendered the Cliarehies more GOderand, ool declapsd that he
Jdoes not bebieve that ween are born to be demued, the Tl

that Clrstiznily Taes on b, or e on it sevims @ ane of o
very doublful chowacter. T sy opindon 18 18 the fear of
Mes, CGhrundy that Lias the Tavgest amonnt of influonce ; the
loss of caste, perhaps of 1!i~; bread aned butters makes many
it pause 3 and thus it s that Clirisiaminy,
form, 1s kept np, and continues to recelve
the multitwede, While the ivmorant know
tinded S ot peove Wb things,”
fast that whicl is comd”?
miaiel of Selenee

ot it outward

Ui wdoration of
not how, ol the
anel others Tdl to #Tiold
“even when they Inve fonnd it the
sEH woes o the Indwarks of superstition
il ignorance e ciwinbln Tce A Worbiows” Lelief
i hedl ; and o Ut beadgn mtlnenee | orest s hope,
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There s a lizhi, sortly
“I”' wiing ofer Lthe \\nlnl
The "Prath, that =05

l tos l;.ul the s

O clorions dawitn: ! S
The morn of frecdons we ean sl
Clivre mev, can s,
o =ve, eab s,

Vo Frecdom™s movning we can see.

Theek Teilicosl liehit whall shine on all,
A plovious constellntion,
Pler g davk oy pall
MWiLth Treathes pore revedadion,
O gleviews dawitne D Canc it e
\.\(..: L\'L‘-

[N ES)

s enward then, fhe
S Hadle OF Jheae o
lnnu <l Privst el tioots on ons Trewn,
O Al et T
O glovious dawniog D ocan il b,
&\:_, &l.‘.
The wonlk and timid <UD may pray ;
Lot ws be vp and doing,
Linked heart and hamlin elose array
The work of love pursning. ’
M glosions dawnine ! van it be,

e throw down,
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Chirannes J, Nak,
July 13ih, 1881
Comsclence is the voloe of Mas nomned inte o heaws, conn-

mancking us to work for Man,



