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mind), “a most mischicvous epidemic delusion, com-
parable to the witcheraft delusion of the 17th century,”
Truth seelkers forsooth ! TTow ean snch people reasen-
ably affirnn we cannot know whether there s a fotore
state when they dogimatieally ignere opposing evidence
thus,  They should have honestly investigated the
alicged facts before pronouncing judgment, and if found
true, or fraud, or delusion, to have said so though the
heavens fall. The fact is their pet theories explode it
the phenomena 15 true, aed velizion, that beantiful
flower of the hwmnan soul, 1s placed upon a scientific
basts. T asscrt, without foar of contradiction, that
whenever the scientific men of any ace have denied the
facts of investigation on “a prrod " oronneds, they have
always been wrong,  So, o this subjecl. time will
record that it is not always the church who opposc the
truth. All who mvestigate the phenomena patiently, pet-
scveringly, and without bias, end by owning its genuine-
ness, nolwithstanding rebuils of cvery kind, and that
stnilar phenomena silver-line the ages, al corroborat-
ing that itn the Bible, Chinst being ils chiet exemplar.
The information and intelligence accompanying the
phenomena s somctimes independent of and at the
time unknown to those investizating, 1 have wilnessed
this tn iy family, aund often during seventeen vears’
expericnce.  rofessionals undoubtedly manufacture
frandutent phenomena, but this does not explan that
experieiced by those wien no pnblic medinm was
present. Fraud extsts i alinost everything, and will
so long as inan s mmporfest, hut evervilimy therefore
1s not frand.  Delnned the connterfelt hes the real, 5o
with spirit phenoneni. ve thoush of those wha
offer pronnscuous investicators so much phenomeni
for so much pay.- As read genuine psvehios dare not
do this, they canuot conunand phenonna at will 5 it
depends upon the subtlest conditions. T think nch
of that calfedd frand due o bad conditions, supplied by
frawd-hunting  investigitors. Mesmerists can make
some sensitives doowhat they silently will then (o,
whether good, bad, or hsfillerent. S0 by o snilar Lo
a munber of posttive-ninded mvestizators, prepossessed
strongly with an elea that the seosivve or medinm isa
franed, can comeiimes make him or hor enact teir very
thoughts, thus overraling spivit control for the Lme and
naking another so-called cxposure. Such simply
cxpose their unfituess as vestizaters. The edium
is no more responsible under such conditions than the
sensitive s who does the most veliculons things in
compliance with the meserist s wille We Little know
the power of mind over mind, or mind over matter,
To study the subject satislactorily we must he entively
frec from prejudice, Bilke a judge is supposed to be when
trying a court case. This is the true scientifle spirit;
how few, alas ! possess 1t i

[ new aslowhut does clhidrvovanee hat is pereeption
of objects independent of the physieal eyes ~teach?
T print can be read aud things seen at o distance,
mdependent of the pliveicad orsans of sight —and there
5 na fonen scicnes better estadddished - theo someithins
Sight withoat hodily eves D Dut as the eve,
like o telescope, s absolutady necessary for the presenta-
tion of abjects tn a delned shape to this something
within, or conscious sclf, and as clawvoyants chavacdter-
se and individuatise objects tdependent of the physical
cyves, it follows there are ligher organs of sight through
which impressioms are trausmitied, wond by parity of
reasoning o hivher organised body to corvespond,
composed  of refined  matter,  inferpenclrating the
physical Dody and related to the ovisitbie but real
world wlich surrounds us, This is not unscientific,
We know that refiued, and it may be fuent forees,
interpenetrate selids. We see this i the mavnet's
action upon steel filings through weod or marble, yet
no microscope nor physical perception cau detect the
composition of this influence, no mere than experts
can detect the connecting link between the delicate
mechanism of the eye and that semething within which
sces and deecides everything, U such a transcendant
power over the body as seeing without the optic nerve
exists now  why not its continnance  when death
destroys the eye. Ad as physiead oves require o
phystcal body so clatvveyant or spivit sighl tequires a
spirit body whicl would survive the physical body, like |
the Dbutterfly survives the grub. The butterlly's
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clso sees.

organism exists unscen in the grub, why not man’s
future orgzanisin in his physical body, carth taking the
physical and fimmortal man the spivitual bedy. St
Paul (¢ Corinthians 13, 44} said © 1t is sown a natural
hody ; it is raised a spivitual body.  There is a natural
body, and there is a spiritual body?” Transcendant
philosophy i Nature and seripture in harmony ! This
chapter speaks too of @ Spintual Gifts,” thus: v To
oue 1s given wisdom, to another knowledge, to anothex
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
drscorning of spirids, to another divers kinds of fougues, 10
another interpretation of tongues, 1o another the giff of
Aealien,”  These gifts—and the 12th, 13th, 14th, and
15th, chapters, 15t Corinthians —are substanially con-
fred by modero spicitistic phenomena, Was their
praclice prohilsited ? No.  Christ (Mark 16th and 17th)
said “ these signs shall follow them that believe,” and
“ greater works than these shall ye do because I go
unto my Father,” (John 14th and 12th).  John too n
his First ipistle (4) says: «Try the spirits whether
they are of God,”  Itis also evident that these “ signs”
or “gifts” were for all future ages, for in Acts 2, 39
Peter says “ The promise is unto you, and fo your
children, and o ait that are afar oft.” In fact they
were practised and tanght for about three centuries
after the Apostles’ deatl, but have been lost sight of
since, excepl now and then by the Catholic church.
Stripped of orieatalism and read in the light of modern
phenomena it would secem Jocl's words (2, 28) are
being fulfilled : < And it shall come to pass I will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh.  Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young meu shall sce visions,”  This by
the way.,  Clairvoyance then without submitting other
evidence bearing more divectly onthe point, presupposes
man’s existence hercafler with a body fitted to enable
Lim te fulfl aspirations incapable of fruition here. It
is therelore unfair to say we cannol know if man is
immortal.  Others say © suppose the phencemena you
speak of true, what's the use of it?7 \What's the use
of a nes-boro baby 7 Upon the phenomena, continuity
of existence is built; is this not something? And it
mortality is true, to teach it is not a dogma, 1t must
have its relative value like other facts in nature,
Right ideas and right thoughts lead to right actions
To ignore this is to dogmatise, to progress backwards.
With Geueral Gordon I think this Life is only one of
the series of lives which our incarnated part has lived.
[ have little doubt of our having pre-cxisted ; and that,
alse, in the time of our pre-existence we were actively
cmployed.  So, thercfore, T believe 1n our adtive em-
ployment in a future life, and Like the thought, We
shall, T think, be far more perfect in a fture life, and
mndlecd, go on towards perfection, but never attain it.”
Absolule perfection there may be. Each though has
@ conception equivalent to his development.  Progress
consisls 1 actualising it. When reached a higher
ideal takes its place. Thus perfection, like God, is
alwiays pursued but never completely found.

Evolution Invours all this, Spivitism and New Testa-
ment Christianity teach it Christ said “ In my father's
house are,” not two or at most three but, * many
mansions,” or progressive states of existence.  He also
“ preached to the spirits in prison,” what for, if not to
elevate them, At another tune I mmay try to show why
andd for what purpose we do not remember our past
cxistence while liere. IFor an exposition of this read
Allen Kardee's © Book of Spirits,” one of the ablest
books, to my mind, ever preduced. I believe that
spiritisim —the Science of the Soul—will when shorn of
the imperfections of many of its votaries, permeate the
church and male it what its glorious founder intended,
1t 1s fasl doing this in America.  In Dritain too and on
the Continent of 1Zurope the church's leading lights
Lknowing 1its value in dethroning Materialism are
welcoming it Somie think spiritism destroys christi-
anity. Not so.  Both endorse the craving of the race
for a future life, the basis of al! religions, without which
existence and right action here are meaningless, The
good and true too in both are so alike, so calculated to
spur mankind to loftier endeazvours in a way no other
system can, that to reconcile instead of antagonising
them becomes a duty.
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