THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

Givard has beqgueathed {0 the French  Association
for the Advancemaent of Scienice a capilal sum ol 100,000
francs (£ro00), the interest of which i3 to he (h:\‘(_rlul
every five years to Lhe eneouragement of researches into
the antiquity of man, with speeial reference to geological
timne,

Some very intereslting papers were read before 1}{};
Liverpeol Astronomical  Socicty  recently. Aiss .
Brown, discoursing on sunapots, said astronomers had
been struck with the worderful display of sun-spots
that had ocenrved during the last two yewrs, In Nov- |
cember, 1832, there had been most sm'pri:sin_g’ outhursts,
and inone of the spots recorded by Mr Noberts the
measured arca was no less than 3,201 millons of squarce
miles, so that ffty-five globes, cach of the size of the
carth, could have passed through side by side with sonie
thousands of miles to spare !

Electric Light.—The spectrum of the voltaic arc
consists of the conliuous ribbon spectrum of the white
Lot solid carbous, and certain bright lines due to the
glowing vapours of the arc. The light is rich in the
blue or actinic rays so productive of cheinical ZlCt.lOll,
and hence it is, perhaps, that Dr. Sicmens fognd‘ it 50
clfective w foreing fruit and flowers hy light, in lien of
the sun. It helps the development of chlm_‘o.phd\'l;
and perhaps the eleetricity itselt has aiso something to
do with assisting growth, apart from the light, for
several French experinienters have found that cleetribed
soil and air seem to foster plants better than uncleetri-
fied. It is remarkable, too, that voung bamboeo shoois
grow very rapidly after the thunderstorms which usher
in the Indian monscons.

With a reflecting telescope of three feet six inches
diamcter, Mr A, Connor, an enthusiastic amatcur, has
been taking some woenderful photographs of celestinl
objeets,  As i star photegraph sometimes occupics as
vch ag an hour and a half in the taking, cven with
the most sensitive plates, it was necessary to keep the
objects [ocussed stationary, by appiying clock-work
wachizery to the instrument,  This lonz

duration of
the adtion of the feeble light from stars so remote that
they cannot be scen by the naked cye, has the clivet of
iipressing the chiemical surface se that the invisible
15 pictired, T is evident that this opens out a new
fickd of vesearch, and must be a powerlul auxiliary to
the labours of the astronomer,

A New Cure For Cancer——Information of one
more remedy alleged to possess special virtues in curing
“eancer” reaches us through a correspondent in Diraxil,
Dr. Ignnco Alcibiades Villuro. of Reeife, Puornnbuzo,
mtroduced the remedy to notice, and in a communi-
cation to the Journal de Hecile gives his expericnce of
its use.  Ile states that the plant which is popalarty
knownby the naine ol » alvelos ™ belongs to the Euphor-
Bincew, and 1s indiveneus to Porsambuco,  He allewes
that amagistrate who was swilering from epithcliomsa of
the face, and who had returned to his estate, deshairine
ofrelicl was entively cored of bis disease by the Topieal
application of the juice of this plant. Dr. Villoso
Tearning this was tiluead o apply the same remedy on
two patients at the Hospital Pedro THL—One 2 cnse of
cancroid of the nose, the other of epithelioma of the
lip it e resal that the fivst pestiom was completoly
cured i forty divs, and the wecond in Jess than Lwo
months, much to the suprise of the other professional
nen of the establishiment,  Sucho resnies he tirfirkes jus-
Uty atrial of the vemedy, espueciaily in uterine cancer.
The action of the juice of Uic plant, as othees of the
sne natural order, is iritating, producing o spreading
dermattiswithout much paing aod Uie application of the
cut sten or Juice of the freshe plant to tie disensed part
s sabl Lo result tn destruetion of 1the morhbid tssne
which is replaced Dy heaithy ranvldions —dotng the
work, i [fact, of the chlodide of  zine pusle.—
‘Lancet)

RS

M. Pastewr made an interesting communicalion to he
Prris Acadeiny of Selciees on Pebraary 26, reladive 1o eanine i
wdness e stated that the disense conlii be conmpunien ted
to a doz by inoculation with fragments of marow orof nerve |
taken Trow o mad doss e adeo statod trad e b pendered |
twenly dogs prool againsg the diseie by inocubting e
with a modified virus.

Froguess,

The dectures delivered by Mr. Charles Bright in
many parts of New Zealand have caused the best im-
pression. Mr, BDright is onc of the most cloquent and
cultured lecturers in the Australasian colonics,  He is
the very personification of courtesy and good feeling,
not the least successful part of his” work being due to
the strong personal sympathy he exeites in hisandience,
Iis lectures have rendered material service to the
cause ol Freethought,

AWellington contemporarycontains the following :—
“The Wellington Frecthought Association appears to
have made good progress during the short time it has
been in existence. It was on the 2rst May last year
that, by an advertisement in the local NEWSPAPELS,
some Lweniy persons interested in Freethought prin-
ciples assembled in a shop in Cuba Street, and then
resolved to form what is now known as the Wellington
I'recthought Association. Premisces were subsequently
taken in Courtney Place, where the first meeting was
held on the 17th June. Tt is now twelve months from
that date. and " the Assoclation, fnding that the
membership had increased rapidly, and that public
terest in Frecthousht matters is more aroused, have
tound it necessary to take larger and more commodious
premises,  They have, thercfore, secured the lease of
the Princess Theatre {late Salvation Barracks) for a
term of three years, and intend te open the same next
Sunday, the rsth instant, under the name of the
Lyccum. As scveral well-known speakers intend to
deliver addresses on this occasion, the opcning cere-
mony will ne doubt prove to be of an Interesting
nature. It must be gratifving to the members of the
Association to know that their number now excecds
1o, and that they take possession of their new
premises  entively {ree from debt, They possess a
splendid library of some 500 volumes, containing some
rare and valuable works, 200 of which were presented
by an honorary member.,  The whole of the main hall
of the theatre is fitted up with proper sitting accom-
inodation, and the side-rooms are furnished as library,
reading,  committee, chess-room, &c. Amongst the
Lelongings of the Association is an excellent piano, and
a singing class has been formed in conne®ion with the
soclety.,

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION.

‘This Tetler was received too late for insertion in our
last number 1 —

Tory Street, 22nd May, 1854,

St —Since our Iast corvespondence o you, the asscciation here
have heen steaddily yrogressing, our lectures being well attended and
new nembers joining rapidly, some of thew, I am happy to say,
Boine Ladics,

Voo were unable to communieate Tast month through pressure of
Tinsin T now have the pleaswre to give you an cpitome of our
doings sinee the last report. On Sunday April 6th Mr Jardine
gave us o lecture, the subject being “What must we do to be
saved 7 which dvew & very large andience,  The following Sunday
the Wanganui Freethought Band gave us a few selections of music,
which vere highly appresinted by the andience, and very kindly
vescived by Ahe association, The enterfainmient was preceded by
a Reading froue oure President, and concluderd with one by & member
of e asroviation. Sunday, April 20, owr President gave us a very
interesting reading—rofessor Ball's FGlimpses Into Lhe vorridor
of Thue.”

Al Cliarles Bright leetnred on Hunday, April 27, Subject:—A
Beply to the Cuestion, *what (o you give us in its place 7 This
wis given under our auspices at the Thoatre Royal, the house being
fifled i every part. Two lectures on T, Paine and C, Bradlangh,
given at the Athenanun on the Tuesday and Wednesday following,
wore ably handled. I trust we shall see Mr Charles Dright here
wgain before long, when we ean give him a hearty reception in our
new Premitses, the Princess Theatre, Tory Strect, which we are
taking on lease for three years from Suicday the 9th June next,
The venelwding leckure of Charles Dright's was given on Sumlay,
May tth “Sprituadism, Oceultisin, and Science.” . This drew o, very
large awdience, and the suliject seems to have Lot a very strong
lold here, vireles having been formed in various parts of the city,
atnd w Sovivky constituted to investigate the phenomena. Sunday,
May 11th, Mr, Grey gave us a lectare, “The Ulergy and common

U The fellowing Sunday, Rewling from Dickens by Ay,

sense,
Culig aud yesterday M, Grey again, on Spiritnalism aol Epidenmie
Detision. ™ This gentleman” handies s subjects very well, and
bidds fair to be o good leeturer.  The lecture villed forth muely dis-



