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THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

AT A BROTHER'S GRAVLE,

HON, ERON. C. INGERSOLL, DIED AT WASHINGTON,
JULY 2ND, 1570,

BY COL. INGERSOLL,

My Frienps: T am going to do that which the dead
cften promised he would do for me. The loved and
living brother, husband, father, friend, died where man-
hood’s morning almost touches noon, and while the
shadows still were falling toward the west. He had
not passed on life’s highway the stone that marks the
highest point, but bemg weary for a moment he lay
down by the wayside, and, using his burden for a pillow,
fell into that dreamless sleep that kisses down his eye-
lids still, While yet in love with life and raptured with
the world, he passed to silence and pathetic dust.  Yet,
after all, it may be best, just in the happiest, sunnicst
hour of all the voyage, while cager winds are kissing
every sail, to dash against the unscen rock, and in
an instant hear the billows roar—a sunken ship. Tor,
whether in mid-sca or among the breakers of the farther
shore, a wreck must mark at last the end of each and
all.  And every life, no matter if its very hour is rich
with love, and every moment jewelled with a joy, will
at its close, become a tragedy, as sad, and deep,
and dark as can be woven of the warp and woof of
mystery and death, This brave and tender man in
every storm of life was oak aud rock, but in the
sunshine he was vine and flower, He was the friend
of all heroic souls, He climbed the heights and leftall
superstitions far below, while on his forchead fell the
golden dawnings of a grander day. He loved the
beautiful, and was with colour, form and music touched
totears. He sidedwith the weak and with a willing hand
gave alms; with loyalheart and with the purest mind he
faithfully discharged all public trust., e was a wor-
shipper of liberty and a friend of the oppressed. A
thousand times I have heard him quote the words: “ Ior
justice all place a temple, and all scason summer.”
He believed that happiness was the only good, reason
the only torch, justice the only worshipper, humanity
the only religion, and love the only priest,

He added to the sum of human joy; and were every
one for whom he did some loving service to bring a
blossom to his grave, he would sleep to night beneath a
wilderness of flowers. Life is a narrow vale between
the cold and barren peaks of two cternitics.  Weslrive
in vain to look beyond the heights. We cry aloud,
and the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry.
Irom the voiceless lips of the urreplying dead there
comes no word; but in the night of death hope sces a
star, and listening love hears the rustle of a wing, e
who sleeps here, when dying, mistuking the approach
of death for the return of health, whispered with his
latest breath, “Iam Dbetter now.” Let us believe
in spite of doubts and dogmas and fears and tears, that
these dear words aretrue of allthe countless dead,  And
now, to you, who have been chosen from among the
many men heloved te do the last sad office fur the dead,
we give his sacred dust. Speech cannot contain our
love. There was—there is—no gentler, strouger, man-
licr man.

ADDRIESS TO CHRISTIANS,

Why do you prefer the collection of books com-
mencing with Genesis and ending with Revolation to
the books called Chou-King-Ta-hio and Lun-yu?  In
plain terms, why do yvou prefer therveilex of the barbarous
Hebrews to the higher cultivation of the Clilnese ' You
may tell me that your Dible 1s the oldest boole in the
world; but you have nothing of real evidence, in favour
even of the Qld Testament, carlier than Tozra, or about
450 years before the Christian era; while the baok
Chou-King was compiled by Confucius at least 100
years carlier, from decuments claiming an extremely
high antiquity amongst written records, Pauthicr says
that the documents utilised in the Chou-King are the
most ancient the world kuows, Depicling a civilisation
dating back 2,600 vears before Christ, you have the
Chinese aumthor deabing with astronomy s a sciviiee s

anticipating in some degree medern meteorology, and

marking the universe as open for study: while your
beok of Genesis affirms, arbitrarily, statements which
science has since flatly contradicted, but which for
centures rendered the progress of European science
difficult, because its teachings vere always in hostility
te erthodox Christianity, Chapter three of Chou-King
says: “ Virtue is the foundation for a good government,
Such a government should first scek to enable the
people to procurc the means of sustenance—viz., water,
fire, metals, wood, lands, and corn, It is necessary
to think how to render the peeple virtuous, and to utilise
for them these possessions.” \What have you like this
in Genesis?

Wiy do you teach Genesis to your children in
schools 7 Why not Chou-King?  Genesis is IHebrew
now, but its ongin is unknown,  Chou-King is Chinese:
why has the one a preference with you over the other ?

The sume chapter of Chon-King says: “When it is
necessary to punish, the penalty ought not to extend
from the fathers to the children”  Your IHchrew book
Deuteronomy says: « I'the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon ihe
children unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me."  Which is the more humane, the Chinese
or the Hebrew? If it be said that the passage in
Deuteronotny does not refer to an actual punishment to
be inflicted by Gaoil, but only to the hereditary trans-
mission of health or discase, the reply is that Deutero-
nomy pretends the punishment to be the direet act of
Deny.

The fourth chapter of Chou-King recommends that
only wise men should be chosen as public functionaries,
and defines as a wise man one who knows how to
combine enjoyment with restraint, firmness with
honesty, gravity with frankness, deference with great
talents, straichtforwardoess  and  exactitude  with
mildness, wit with geutleness, and power with cquity.
Chou-King declares that a gencrous and benevolent
prince, having men of this character for ministers, will
make himself loved by his people. Have you anything
like this in the carly part of 1Iebrew kings, as given in
the fist dozen books of the Bible?  Yet you compel
your children to read this Hebrew Lock, and you do
not teach them Chou-King.

The Confucian books are none of them perfect, No
Looks are.  They are the cchocs of the ages ont of which
they spring; more or less cocurate according to the
ability or honesty of the writer whose pen trausmits us
this echo of the past,

Men once clalmed infallibility for the Dible; now
they abaudon its chronology, aud admit that its Judaic
cuachients arc inappropriate to modern requircments,
Yot your children have te read it in schoeols without
quadification, und commence by acequiring ideas which
arc ulierly inaccurcte ideas respecting the tests they
read. What advantage can there be in teaching your
little givls to read the story of the visit of the angels Lo
Sodem, of Lot and his daughters, of Judah and Tamar,
or of Amnon and Tamar? The Bille has many parts
worth examining ; but, as a whole, it as much belongs
to vesterday as do the Antiquitics of Joscphus,  IZven
if more modern i date, it0s less huwmnne [oospirit than
the Thad, full ns 1s the expression in this of the ferocity
of the war-loving Greele,  [tis net all false, but its early
geagraphy 1s childishly incorreet, its chronology 1y
anworthy serious refutation, its astronomy wouald do
sredit to Munchausen, nud its history, prior to Solomon,
but a complication of vomanes, ranarkable chiclly for
its brutality of «detail,

CUARLES BRADLAUGH.

AL Leo. Lippano, who was eonsal for the Grand Duchy
of Luxewburg at Asuslordiom, has Tefu his gallery of pictures,
wnid to be wortl SU0,000 franes, tothe town of Taxemburg.
The begquest will not take efivet until the death of Aldine
Lippanu.
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