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Churches.  In the Tevan society it was net uice for the
real names to be disclosed. And it Frectheught s
deemed not reputable. (o be a freethinker will not be
proclaimed by many of our weal:-kneed fellow colonists.
The first use of Freethonght Associations is that it
helps us to be truthful. Is not this a great moral gain
to a community? Is hypoerisy of any value to a
society 7 T doubt it. 1f then there is any organisation
that helps nien to be true to cach other, surcly that
organisation, cven amongst  orthodox " people, should
not be discouraged.,  Everything that helps to o purer
moral life is a gain to a community, Dverything that
helps to weed out hypocrites and bypoerisy from the
world is a good, not an evil,

But Freetheught Associations help men o he mandy.
They inculeate sclf-reliance,  If a man thinks as the
Churches think much swill be forgiven him, Creedal
belief covers more sins nowadays than charity, Leta
man be a Treethinker and he is linble to be subjected to
many social punishments. And if the now eriminal
code, intredueed by the Hen. bMr Conolly, became law,
to legal punishments also. These tend to destroy
manlmess. ‘The fact, however, that .JAssociations
exist amongst men who do not repeat the okl
creeds makes men look after their sclf-respect more,
They know that if they are persccuted for opirion’s
sake they will have friends in their trouble recady to
help them. This is of immense service in any State.

Then there is another thing that should never be
forgotten, namely, that the price we pay for liberty is
eternal vigilance. The more sincere churchmen are,
the more will their efforts be diverted to get all men to
believe as they belleve. Their creed leads them Lo
make such efforts. They believe that what a man
believes affects him here and hereafter; nay, they
who say they believe that if socicly does not have
their *“faith " as its guide it must make siipwreck, It
is this that explaing the frantie efforts made by alinost
all the Churches to get the State to help t The
effort takes various shapes.  Somctiuies it s IES
Laws; sometimes Bible in Schiools Heading son
cries for State Grauts, Gse. Livery appenl to the 5t
to favour one particular religlon s an appeal to des
liberty, A State hasnomore to do with mici's opinic:s
about God and bumortality than it has w0 do wi
men's opinions about the rotundity of the Larik or thu
Anglo-Tsrael absurdity,  Ail that the Stale Lias to dois
to preserve equal hiborty to all. And il the Siate’z own
existence is not threatened and the public peace not
disturbed the State must give ils citizens the uimost
freedom. Even in a monarchy 1t 18 recognised that
men may be Republicans and advocate Kepubiicanism,
"This liberty has been woun.  If Republicans i vioiot
of law plotted to kill thenonareh then they have a iz
to be punished for treason; bul solony as Republicans
keep to their opinions, and to the expressions of thom,
the monarchical state even does not mterfere. If tis s
allowed in a monarchy what should be the hberiy of
the subject in dealing with Leligion?  And 1 hope the
colonists of New Zealand will never forget that unless
this liberty is prescrved and watched, there may ho
efforts made to invade the freedom we have 6p o the
present enjoyed,  The thumb-screw el the Protesints
and the tortures of the Holy Inqusition may alike be
50 chsolete as not to be able to be revived, but we iy
sce people denied offices because of thetr heresies.
With  strong  I'reethousht  Associations 1 cvery
electorate truc freedom could wvot 1 a dumecraey i
much threatencd.

‘There are, however, two other reasous why wu
shiould encourage Frecthousint Associations to whicl |
must refer,  The frst is that they tend to teach men te
walk alone, The e=ccond, that they tend o ihe
solidarity of socicty—a sortof parrot cry of —\What will
you give usin the place of our Churches? olten assalls
one’s cars. Unless the Churches subscrve o useful
function nothing is nceded to replace them.  AMen
should be able to walk alone.  There are some women
who through “usc and habit” like to mect their fellow
men and discuss theological questions. To them the
Association is usciul. And if there are men who
dispassionately will review the history of the present-
day creeds, and will think of what the future must be,

they will see that the time is not far distant when some
of the popular Leliefs will soon be ag alsolete as that of
the ereeds of our ancestors,  They believed, as Jesus
Christ  believed, that epilepsy was a  demoniaical
possession.  They believed, as some of the writers of
the Lible believed, that there werewitches, These beliefs
in these subjects are even obsolute amongst all
clucated peeple,  The tinwe is coming when a belief in
an infallible book and aa infallible church will alike be
as obselete. And Evolution tells us that men are so
constituted that they are helped by aids in shaking off
old creeds, The danger, it 1s said, {5 an anarchy in
beliefs,  Will Associations of Freethinkers supply this
want. The Trecthinkers have a creed. *They also
believe and therefore speak.” They believe that men can
be moral without relying on abook., They believe that
every good adt tends to humanity's well-being, and every
evil deed hurts the race. There is a character of
morality for them higher than ten or twenty command-
ments.  And if they can live the life” in the presence
of their fellows without repeating what they do not
believe they have learned to walk alone, and they have
done more—their exanple will be as a light to others
to guide them in their pathway to moral gooduess in
the world.

Then Freethought Associations tend to solidarity.
One thing we need in the colonies more than another
is the {eeting of brotherhood, We have come frem
many lands, and witlh us we have brought scctional

and national feclings. \We are of diverse rases. We
are descenderdd from men and women of different
rehigions—all these things tend lo separate us. The

very maintenanee of peace inoa democracy depends
upon two things: *Respectfor Law ' and * Brotherhood.!
I have put * Respect for Law’ firsy, but 1 believe the
feeling of ¢ Brotherhood” embraces i Let us only
have o fecling of Drotherhood and whatever rivalry
maoy exist botween district and district and town and
town there will be no danger of e desiraction of our
Now Zealand redonadiiv, no dread of crer seeing aivil®
Cinooir b oashodss idvery socioly formed on a

svasis helips this fecling of Twotherhood,  very
asscointon  that has epual rcedom and vo special
;oaskod as s wolelword s heiping the

Soecties, Masonic
no—Lul Ivecihousht
L Srcudon, areodoing more
S would bethe duty of every Free-
thon hit Ascocintion i the coluny to protest against the
p}mis]::;;cnt of o Catholic or a Methodist, onaccount of

I=opeiens, as vigortous.y as one o theirown mewmbors

were nddicted or Blasphemy,
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BROTILLERIIOOD OF MAN
Yo thad weep in sleep,
Sonls il B dies Bogad,
Yo that oll it keup
Wateh for cliange, sl weep
That mo ghange s fond,

Jen swandl dofor vou,
Mong P sons of man,
Lo Goal wonld oo
Sleey ~erzht unto
While the blimd yurs 1,

Drot

Jood of wonl,
D hewsnd ety
e wihe=e swels foad
wnliitule

Adt el days nud nighds,
Wi ine bread full fol

OF hew Dedy Blesg,
Aot the soul’s wine =hed
e her tible spreadd,

Where the workl is ynest,
For no seet ¢loct

Tx the soul’s wine pourcd,
And Ler table decked
Whaom should man rejeet

Fronn man's conunut hgad ?

Giod's refuse and chonse,
Cirwdze, il selly and spare
None shatl man refuse,
None of all men lose,
Nuiw leave oub ol cue
—A U, SWINDULRSE,



