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I
The « Presbyterian’ expends some of its vituperation 1\ or Aselgeia, in France, where the standard of morals is

on our claim to Plato as a Freethinker, displaying its
“sweetness and light " in such terms as “impudence
"« and stupidity,” « shamelessness,” *dragged in the
“mire,” with the following choice illustration: «“TPerhaps
“our friends count their adherents much asdressmakers
“ do the reckoning of a lady’s dress, taking the qualities
“hy the fmagination.” And this is the wayour Preshy-
terian clerical friend gocs on.  We are not surprised
oun our part that the Christians should dispute theright
to include the pame of Plato in the calendar of Free-
thinkers. Doubtless in one sense the glorious old
Pagan is entitled to the gratitude and veneration of
Christians ; for Christianity is very largely indebted to
him, as anyone may see from a comparison of the
Gospel of Jehn with some of his writings. But the
disciple, friend, and admirer of Socrates could not have
been anything but a Freethinker in the truest sense of
the term., The offence for which Socrates suffered
death, and which is glorified by his pupil, was the same
as that for which modern Freethinkers have suffered
fine and imprisonment, and Bruno and Vanini were
burnt. Itis not any perticular form of belief which
constitutes the Freethinker, and we strongly recom-
mend our friend of the ¢ Presbyterian’ to turn up his
Plato for the purpose of discovering whether he was a
man who could have satisfied himself with the husks of
a Westminster Confcssioi.

And claiming Plato, the Pagan philosopher, as a
Freethinker who rejected the national theology, we
fAnd we can also claimm him in this, that, without the
pains and penalties and rewards of a Christian, he
found the end of moerals and religion in the fulfilment
of duty. Ile auticipated Jesus by exhorting, *“to
“love rightcousness and to be convinced of the
“unprofitableness of iniquity ;" he speculated on the
nature of the Logos, and was the Innoceat author of
the mectaphysical Christianity of the fourth Gospel;
and Lut for the introduction of Christianity, the meta-
physics of Plato and the material philosophy of Demo-
critus and Lucretius might have laid the foundation of
a far higher civilisation than any the world has yet
witnessed, DBut it is not to be expected that belicvers
in the Presbyterian Creed will be able to look outside
that plot of weeds for flowers from the garden of the
old Pagans.

Mr Matthew Arnold told the Americans in his
lecturing tour some plain truths. One of his lectures
entitled * Numbers,” is published in the ¢ Nineteenth
Century’ for May, wherein it is urged that numbers
cannot save a natlon unless there is a ¢ remnant”
posscssing sullicient authority, culture and strength to
guide the nation in the paths of rightecousness. He
makes appeal to the “ remuant ” to seck a lofty ideal of
purity and good report, telling it that the salvation of
the country is in ils hands, e conveys o strong
denunciation of the worship of the goddess Lubricity

low, where gallantry and impurity have been elevated
to the rank of a national virtue—it the term can be
used in such an association. The sanction to
sensuality in that country isgiven wholesale in the litera-
turc of the day, while vice is gilded by the apnroval of
writers whose own lives arc above reproach. Thongh
Mr Arnold makes the mistake of attaching too much
importance to maxims, we like the essay as much
as anything he has written. It is an eloquent
appeal to the minority to set an example, by the purity
and righteousness of their own lives, to the majority.
The “remnant ™ has in fact the education of the nation
in its hands. No nation is saved by numbers; it is
the quality and not the quantity which is the secret of
national greatness and stability,

A curious controversy has just taken place between
Bishop Nevill, the Anglican Bishop of Dunedin, ang
oneof the clergy of his Diocese. The Rev. Mr Stanford
wished to give up his cureto enter the legal profession.
The Bishop objected and threatened to « degrade ”
him, Mr Stanford rejoined that the Bishop had been
engaged in land speculations and potiery ventures, and
threatened to publish the correspondence unless the
Bishop withdrew his threat of ¢ degradation.” The
Bishap refused, as the situation was so ‘novel,” to
enter into any arrangement, and the correspondence
has been published for the edification and rejoicing of
the sister Churches. The law, in the estimation of Mr
Stanford, offers more opportunities for the support of
one’s family than the gospel, and as he evidently doss
not believe in the text Fake no theught, &c., he enters
the most lucrative of the professions. Thes Bishop
appears to have thought the change one which should
be marked by ¢ degradation’ in order that the s2grad
profession should not suffer in sanctity by alliance with
another profession supposed to be under the patronagz
of the impersonation of Evil. The retori courteous
about land and pottery speculations is intended as
reprobation of conduet unbecoming in a Bishep, If
there is any moral in the controversy it is, that
Mammon disputes with Jehovah the right to preside
over the Church.

In another column will be found the sssech of a
Weslecyan Minister, in  which he says: * Political
* cconomy must become an ethical science., Ricardo
“and Mill were discredited in the great seats of learning
“eon the Continent, and even at Oxford and Cambridge
‘2 new school wasarising which brought the old dogmas
“ to the impartial test of history., Christian effort had
¢ heen too exclusively individeal in its modes of action.
¢ It was time to savesocicty,  The great need of ovr
“time was Christian Socialism ! There is much
extravagant sentiment, and many incorrect statements,
scattered througlh the speech from which we bave made
the above extradt, all, however, tending o indicate the
miovement at present going on in the Churches of Chris-
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tendom. The Dismarks and Napelcons have found
allies among the priests of all persuasions, and secicty is
to be v saved 7 by Christian Sociadism,  Inother words
Christianity Is to be tanght with more recard to the
doctrines of its founder, for the “divine communist ~
was undoubtedly himsclf a Socialist,  DBul in what
respect is Mill diseredited 7 And what is the new cthical
science which has overthrown
questions require answer,

his schwol ' Thesc
The evils are patent., The
patient is suffering from a malady the symptoms of
which are on the surface. In the secarch for the
remedy which (s {o prevail—science or sentinent ?

Inalecturcon Spiritualism, Oceultism and Seience,”
Mr Charles Bright is reported by the * New Zealand
Times’ to have said : @ The radiometer proved that in
“a vacuum ag complete as we have knowledge of, there
“sasreally matter, which, by theaidoflight, might be put
“into a state of commotion.  Where could the line be
“drawnbetween the material and the spiritual universe 2
The

linc

answer to be given to the question iz, the
would be drawn where matier ended and spirit
began, The illustration of the radiometer does not
fead up to the question, or justily the confidence
exhiliited. If there Is matter in the vessel in which the
radiometer is enclosed, there is no eccasion to infer
spirit,  On the other hand the ilhstration leads us to
supposc that matier may account for the phenomena
of the Spiritualists. Thetheory of ancther througliwhich
the waves of light are transmitted, and the medin by
which gravitation attracts, does convey an exalied 1den
of the extreme subtility and potentiality of matter ; and
in proportion as itdoes this, it weakens {he assumption
that there is something termed spirit which operates
independently of the laws wlich govern mutter,

“The Gospel of Dynamite” has not been inappre-
priately named, as Mr AMencure I Conway has shown
in a recent address entitled # Ivolutionary Tirrers.”
He observes :— AL Jules Simon, whose Jewish ante-
“ cedents lead him to cling to Jahvé as TPresident of
“opresidents, has justwritten a pamphlet in which he
“declares that this chaos s gradually dividing inte
@ parties of violence and apathy,— the Dynamite party
“and the Folded arms party!”
“omostactivepower in France ishecoming a dustrnctive
power.  His remedy is a restoration of Lclicf in God.,
“ But he forgets that for a thousand years the Freneh
“ God has been leader of the Dynamite party.
“many gencrations these people have been

Thisig o assert that the

Forso
trained
sunder the pieture of a God with Lrimstone hreath
¢ Lindling Tophet for his opponcuts.
“othe divine dynamite?

What 1s hell but
What are all the fire il fagot
¢ of Christian history but the canonical reign of dyna-
“mite? The trovble is not that the sceplics have ceasc:l
“ g believe in this only God they ever heard of, but that
¢ they stillbelieve too mucl in him.
“their nlellect, but survives in their temper.,

e has gone ont of
Tle
« Church has taught them se successfully the divinity of
¢ dynamite for differences of opinion that the lesson
“ caunet be unlearned at once. The intoleranceso long
“gown in every cluld—nay, still sown In the majorily of
“ children-—is steadily reaped by the sowers of such
“dragons teeth.,”  Aud Jesus himself was particularly
carcful to enforce his doctrines by o reference Lo
brimstone.  \We repeat the unansweralble indictment :
“ The Church has taught so sticeessiutly the
sdivinity of dynmite for dilfarence of opinion that the

them

“lesson cannol be unlearned at onee.”

It 1s gratifying to have to note that the Roman
Catholic Churchi1s moving, however slowly, with the
times. At a recent Couference at Rome ol Ancrican
Tiishops, the Propaganda submitted a ¢ schemata ™ of
thirteen points, which were taken up and discussed
one by one, aud (hercin lies the moral) considerall
modified to suit the more liberal public epinion of the
New World,  With regard to cducation, it was decided
that the Lishops should de thelr utmost to found great
seminarics and appoint able professors to instruct in
the physical scicnees, so as to compete with thie sccular
and scientific schools,

Parcuts are not to be con-
demned for sending their children to public schoals
where no Cathelic schools exial; and those intemperate
pricsts are have condemued such,
Parents and children are not o be denied the Sacra-
ments for preferring the public schools where there is
no immediate danger of perversion.
to be wound up within five years,  American Catholics
arcnot to sirive after the ¢ Codperation of the State,”
but Lo let the State alone, if let alone by the State,
And Iastiy, nothing deetded at the Congress was to be

censurad  who

Clerical hanks are

considdered final, as all can be modified at the coming
Baltimore Council,

We have a pleasing  testimony romy America of the
honesty and iategrity of woman when placed in 2
position of trust,  Of the several thousands cmployed
Dy the American Governnent as elerks, accountants,
postmasters, aied in other capacities, not one has been
dischargad for dishonesty  or unfaithfulness 1o her
trust.  Can the same be said of an equal mumber of
men employed 2 Lot testimony sueh as  this give
another arcument to those advocatos of woran's frue
vights; the right by virtue of Lor moral, mental, and
plysicnl attribules to win her bread and  food, and
clothe those often dependent on her exertions by menns
otler than making shivts at sixpence per dozen, mateh
boxes at

less ; or other less reputable thougly mwore

remuncrative calling.,

Aorgan, the Panmure murderer, made the following
confession hefore the Governor of the Ararat Gaol: -
ST had five or six drinks, and must have been made
“madd by thewm. 1 hLiad

When T overtook

Tt must have Leen poson.
“scen the ditle givl eforathis day.
hold

“her Iasked her to ny
lut aomineic when the deed was comumiited.

y
2

and then 1t was
I'then
“lilled Lier, to hide my sin, and gt e to vepent and

il
diake

horse,

care ol my Luoily.”  This Chrisitan ueta-

physician thinks that it takes thne to rept of what Le

catia bils sing und so conundis o

aler erine Lo oo

Nuw
contrary to the tenching of many divines, who hold that

o 1

his time—(avd take care of his finly), i

repettance shonld lollow mmediately,
atter the comni

O VeTy soon

ion of s,

The advantage is obvious
msurance pulicy
the lapsing of the old one,

aud great, as o new 18 taken oul on
Ts it not strange that this
murderer, Henry BMorgan, thowels “made mad ¥ with
drink, should believe that if e had time he could tlone
by repentance for his act, aned add to his erime to ensure
that timie; or i1s it not rather that, becnuse of the
madness, he belioves that repentance can wash the
blood stains from his hands andthe responsibility from
his wretched soul, and make him a4 {1t colmpoanion for
God and Ilis saiuts?

North of Anckland, in tic

settlemont

INiupira district, is o

vamed  Paparos,  fonnded

originally by Noncouformists,

weoeo beneve

Weextract the follow-



ing from a northern contemporary :—* Paparoa,—A
“large and influentiat mecting ot the members of the
“Wesleyan Socicty was held last week in the churely, to
#take into consideration the advisability of giving the
“socicty’s storckeeper a monopoly of the district’s
Ytrade. The Rev, Mr Abernethy was voted to the
“chair, and intreduced the business of the mecting.
Mr Wilson, after giving a short address in whiclh hie
‘pointed out the duty of cach member of a sociely to
advance the interests of his co-religionists, in
¢ preference to those of outsiders, moved,—* That this
‘meeting bind itsclf to deal only at the store of Mr
¢ CHA who, he said, was deserving of the unanimous
support of the district, en account of his well-known
“untiring zeal in promoting the welfare of Church and
Sunday-school matters. Mr Sykes scconded the
motien,  The chairman took the liberty of strongly
conderming  the motion, which, he contended,
although quite justifiable, and even necessary in the
early stages of a socicty, was no longer required, and
was, in peint of fact, an arbitrary interference with
“the conumon rights of the community, After much
“desultory talk the metion was put and carried
““unanimously, the chairman alone voling against it.”
Tor 1gth century or indeed any other century bigotry
recommend us to the above.  Our contemiplation of the
pious Church and Sunday-school grocer making up
numerous packets of tea and sugar for the  VWesleyan
“ Soclety ” is somewhat marred by sympathy for the
other Paparca storckeeper (Anglican); who doubtless
Is cither meditating suicide and bankruptey, or thanking
God for the present manifestationsof Christian brotherly
love.

(23

| Ajealth Hlotes,

We are indebted to Mr, J. Laurie Gentles, of Derby,
for some particulars with regard to the diet of the
pedestrian, Weston,  While in Derby, his first brealk-
fast consisted of oatmeal-porridge and milk, and his
second breaktast of bread and coffee, with fish or cges ;
for dinner he had roast mution, green vegetables, and
farinaccous puddings; his “drinks” were tea, coflee,
or ginger ale.  Weston, we are informed, afforded every
factlity for the recording of fucts connected with his
personal health, which appears to be excellent; the
temperature of the body, so delicate an index of the
general condition, was apparently not the least affected
Ly his exertions,—* British Aledical Journal.

The proper time to risc is when sleep, properly
so-called, ends.  Doziug is not admissible from any
reasonable or health point of view. The brain falls
iuto the state we eall sleep, and the other organs of the
body follow it True sleep is the aggregate of sleeps.
Iu other words, slecp, which must be 2 natural function
-—7.¢, physiological mstead of pathelogical, or induced
by discase or drugs—is a state which consists in the
sleeping or st of all the several parts of the organism.
Sonetimes one and at other Uines another part of the
body as a whole way be the least faticued and so the
first ta awake, or the most exhausied, and therclore the
most difiicult to arouse,  The secret of good sleep js—
the physiological conditions of ro# being established—
1o 50 worl and weary the several parts of the organism
as to give them a propertionally equal need of rest at
the same moment,  The cercbrwn or mind-orean, the
scnse organs, the muscilar system, and the viscera
should Le all ready to sleep together, and, so far as may
be possible, they should be cqually tired,  To wake
carly and fecl ready (o rise, this fuir and equal starl of
the slecper should be seeured ; and the wise scif-manager
should not allow a drowsy fecling of the consciousness
or weary senses, or an exhausted muscular system, to
beguile hint into the follv of zoing to sleep again when
once his cousciousness has been aroused. After a very
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few days of self-discipline the man who resolves not to
“ dosc—that is, to allow some stiil sleepy part of his
body te keep him in hed after his brain has once
awakened——will find himself, without knowing how, an
“carly riser.,”—* Lancct.’

The results of some interesting analyses published by
Dr, Wallace, of Glasgow, show in a marked manner the
superiotity for food purposcs of coarse bread over that
made of fiuc flour.  In bran, which is the coarsest form
of ground wheat, there is actually ten times more
mineral matter than in the finest kind of flour. More
than half of this mincral matter is phosphoric acid,
which plays an important part in the formation of bone,
and performs other functions in the human system ; so
that, at the lowest estimate, Lran is many times more
wholesome and useful as an article of diet than white
flour, which is also much more expensive. It is to be
regretted that the present tendency among the working
classes is to abandon coarse bread and oatmeal porridge
for the prettier dough made of fine Aour. It would be
well for all of us if we would consult both our pockets
and our stomachs, and go back to the honest fare of
our forefathers,

It iz admitted on all hands that the vegetable kingdom
sustains the animal, and that carnivorous animals live
on vegetables at second hand. The deer lives upon
grass, and the tiger eats the deer. Beef and mutton
are made out of grass and turnips. The question to
determine is whether for man to live on grains, pulse,
fruits, and what are called vegetables, or to get their
substance at second hand through beef, mutton, and
pig—fish, flesh, fowl, Vegetarians point to the striking
fact that animals most nearly resembling man anatomi-
cally and physiologically, and to which he is supposed
to be most nearly related, live on fruits and other vege-
table substances. Anatomists and naturalists declare
that man is frugivorous. Primitive man is supposed
to havelived on fruits and nuts.  When fire was inven-
ted, bread became the staff of life. Only the direst
nceeessity, such as sometimes causes cannibalism, could
have induced men to eat and kill other animals.
However the carnivorous tastes and habits of men
have arisen, there is no doubt of a sufficiency of a
vegetable diet.  All experience proves it; our Indian
Lmpire alone gives vs abundant examples of men
living through countless generations upon a purely
vegetable diet.  The question is not therefore what is
sulficient, but what is best. If it were a question of
ceonomy, that would be easily settled. There is no
doubt that any given territory will sustain from six to
ten men on fruits, grains and vegetables, to one on
flesh.  The oatmeal which converted into pig will feed
one man will give a more sustaining and purer diet, in
its original condition, to fourteen, Dense populations
must of necessity live mainly on the unchanged products
of the vegetable kingdom. ~ In tropical countries it has
been found by experiment that an acre of land planted
with the banana would feed twenty-five-—Humboldt
says thirty—labourers. In England we think each
mwoulh must haveits acre.—Dr, T, L. Nicholls in the
Science Monthly tor November,

A Washington paper states that My Moncure D.
Conway is going back to Washington to live. If true,
Lngland loses one of its profoundest thinkers and most
elequent spealkers,

AL Shapira, who offered the forged Book of
Dentoronomy for sale in London for a million of
money, commitied suicide lately at Berlin. The
million sterling might have prevented the catastrophe.
What a calamity it is to be found out !

It is calculated thatthere are now resident in America
little under a thousand Japanese, and of this number
no single ene has yet ever been convicted of any crimi-
nal offence in any Awmerican court. A small colony of
about 35 live in New York, DBoth there and in” the
other American citics and towns in which they are to
b found it is worthy of mention that they do not as a
rule belong to the working classes,  On the contrary it
appears that many of them occupy good positions ag
merchants and oflicials, while the younger men become
attached to various schools and ‘colleges, where they
prove themselves apt scholars.
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Passing  Hotes.

The ¢ New York Sun’ thinks that the Socicty for the
Prevention of Crime ** had better go into some morc
creditable business than trying to get little girls
arrested because they offer flowers for sale in the street
on Sundays,”

The Rev. W. B, Harvey, Anglican, of Wanganui,
said in a recent sermon that he would not object fo
have expunged from the Rubric the damnatory clanses
of the Athanasian Creed. Is it harshness or the falsc-
hood to which he objects?  If true, why not retain the
truth ?  If false, why not abolish the Trinity ?

M. Hughes Krafft, a traveller lately returned from
Japan, has given an interesting account of that country
before a meeting of the Geographical Scciely of Paris.
According to M. Krafft, the Japanese become morc
refined every day. They, howcever, still cling to their
own religion, Buddhism, and both Protestant and
Catholic missionaries have obtained but few results,
The Japanese, in other respects, closcly follow in the
wake of Western civilisation.

The ¢New York Herald's’ Rome special says
(24th March): — After the rebull of the Davarien
Prince and Princess by the Vatican, the following
note was sent to all the papal Nuncios, ¢ The
Vatican can neither now ner henceforth consent to
receive Catholic princes who have been welcomed
as guests in a place which, though confiscated by
the Italians, is still the property of the papacy,
The coexistence of two governments m Kome
is inadmissible. The Vatican declines lo acknowledge
any authority but one in Rome, and that is the authority
of the head of the church,—Leo XII11.”

We have received the first number of the ¢ Liberator,
published and cdited by Mr. Joseph Symes, in Melbourue,
and we heartily welcome our vigorous and able contem-
porary into the ranks of the IFrecthought Press. The
tone is distinctly aggressive ; orthodoxy may expect to
receive no mercy at the hands of our contemporary.
The editor has proved himself so accomplished a
controversialist on the platform in LEngland, that we
should cxpect the columns of the ¢ Liberator’ to be
studded with arguments pointed, popular, and cffective,
The ¢ Liberater ' is quite equal te expectation, and
ought soon to obtain a wide circulation and influence,

1

The Bishop of Nelson inlecturing in Wanganui on a
journey he had made to Palestine, referred tothe Codex
Sinaiticus, the celebrated MS of the Bible, discovered
in 1859 by Tischendorf in the Convent on Mount
Sinai, and supposed by him and others to have becn
written in the fourth century. The Bishop forgot,
however, to tell lus audicnce that a Greek Alonik
named Simonides confessed that the work was written
by his hand at Mount Athos a few years previeusly,
One successful forgery suggests others, and it 1s now
difficult to say how much of the Bibie hasnot been
written to support theorics or sccts—the result of
priestly contrivance.

Referring to the death of Madame Lottie Wilmoti,
¢ The New Zealand Wesleyan * says she was visited by
the Rev. 5. J. Garlick, whom *she assurcd that she
had presented her prayers to God through Jesus Christ
as His Son.”  She is also reported by the same paper
to have said to hor danghter,—< ave nothing to do
with the Frecthinkers, you sce,” continued the dying
woman, ¢ how they have treated me in the hour of need,
and their friendsinp can do you no good when I am
gone.,” We do not koow whether there are Tree-
thinkers at the Hutt, but if there are and they koew of
the circumstances, it is more than probable that their
well-known bencevolence would not have been found
wanting, without regard to the fact that Madame
Wilmott was a Spuitualist and a Chrstian. The
account of her death is signed =5, [0 G.7 and i
bears the appearance of having Leen writlen for clfeet,
The following paragraph from the ¢ New Zealand
ITerald ' places the Wesleyan Minister on his defence :
—*“Mr Samucl Coombes, clothicr, of Queen Strect,
demurs to the accuracy of Lhe statcments in the ¢ New

Zealand Wesleyan® that the Freethinkers left Lotti
Wilmott i her distress to her own devices, and
rendeved no aid, Speaking for himsell as one who
believes in Frecthought, he made himself liable for 2
Lall {or medical attendance while she was in Auckland,
paid her passage South, and forwarded to her subsc-
quently sums of meney at intervalg, amounting to over
L6, In all he considers his benevolence to Lotti cost
Lim some /£ 26."

The Hindu Redeemer.—The desceut of Vishnu in
this character lLas not yet taken place. Nor is le
to appear till the close of the fourth or Kali age, when
the world has become whelly depraved.  He 1s then to
be revealed in the sky, seated on a white horse with a
drawn sword blazing like a comet, for the final des-
truction of the wicked, for the redemption of the geod,
for the renovation of all creation, and the restoration of
the age of purity (Satya-yuga). TFrom the {act of the
horse playing an important role in this incarnation it
is somctimes called Asvavatara. Some of the lower
classes of India comfort themselves in their present
depressed condition by cxpecting Kalki fo appear as
their future deliverer and the restorer of their social
position., Indeed it isa remarkable fact that a belief in
a coming Redeemer seems to exist in all religions, not
excepting Buddhism and Mahometanism,—Rcligicus
Thought and life in India, by M. Williams,

Science Zlotes.

Professor Hull, who has just returned frem a
geclogical survey of Palestine, stales that he las
discovered the ancient sco margins of the Gulfs of
Suacr and Akabah at a height of two hundred {eet
ahove their present level, indicating that the Mediter-
rancan and Red Secas have been at one time in natural
counection with one ancther. The terraces of the
Jordan have also been found to be ne less than six
hundred feet above the present level of the Dead Sea.,

The Russian chemist, R, MMandelin, proposes a
solution of one part of vanadase of ammonia in 100
parts of sulphuric acid as a valuable reagent for detec-
ting strychnine.  Ile says that a trace of this alkaloid
on being brought into contact with a few drops of this
new reagent upon a watch glass, causes a momentary
but splendid blue colouration, which changes very
rapidly into vielet and vermilion.  In his experiments
he has found that the blue colour is evident with one-
theusandth part of a milligramme of strychoine,  if
so, the reagent in question possesses a very great
degree of scusitiveness. The author has also feund
that the reagent is very stable. It is prepared
by the trituvation  of colourless vandate of  am-
monia with pure  sulphuric acid (mono-hydrated).
On  account ol the colourless state  of the
ingredients composing this reagent, it will probably
snpersede the chromic acid test, il the results we have
just described e confirmed, of which we have litile
doubt.—DBurgoyn’s Monthly Journal of Pharmacy,

Profussor Tiufley's Rede lectare at Cambridye, on
tlre * Origin of living forms,” contains amony o number
of cxccllent sentences one worth quoting for seneral
use, ITe had endeavoured to ascertain for himself
how the dectrine of Evolution iited with the facts of
palicontology, with regard to the higher vertebrate
animals, and with regord to the ehiel varvietics of
invertebrate animals, and all he cowld tell them was
that the farther his own investigations lhiad vone, 1he
more complete had appeared to be the coincidence
between the facts of paleontology and the requirements
of the doctrine of Ilvolution. ‘Fhe conclusion he had
come Lo was that at which cvery competeat person
who had undertaken a similar inquiry had arvived, and
if they would pay attention to the writings of such men
as Guadry, Rutmieyer, Marsh, Cope, and others, who
had added materials upon which e form o ndgment
such as were not dreamt of when Darwin first l\\-‘l'ot(_s,
they wonld Jined that they all without hesitation atinched
thenselves to the dectrine of Evolution as (he ouly ey
to the enigma.” ’
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Givard has beqgueathed {0 the French  Association
for the Advancemaent of Scienice a capilal sum ol 100,000
francs (£ro00), the interest of which i3 to he (h:\‘(_rlul
every five years to Lhe eneouragement of researches into
the antiquity of man, with speeial reference to geological
timne,

Some very intereslting papers were read before 1}{};
Liverpeol Astronomical  Socicty  recently. Aiss .
Brown, discoursing on sunapots, said astronomers had
been struck with the worderful display of sun-spots
that had ocenrved during the last two yewrs, In Nov- |
cember, 1832, there had been most sm'pri:sin_g’ outhursts,
and inone of the spots recorded by Mr Noberts the
measured arca was no less than 3,201 millons of squarce
miles, so that ffty-five globes, cach of the size of the
carth, could have passed through side by side with sonie
thousands of miles to spare !

Electric Light.—The spectrum of the voltaic arc
consists of the conliuous ribbon spectrum of the white
Lot solid carbous, and certain bright lines due to the
glowing vapours of the arc. The light is rich in the
blue or actinic rays so productive of cheinical ZlCt.lOll,
and hence it is, perhaps, that Dr. Sicmens fognd‘ it 50
clfective w foreing fruit and flowers hy light, in lien of
the sun. It helps the development of chlm_‘o.phd\'l;
and perhaps the eleetricity itselt has aiso something to
do with assisting growth, apart from the light, for
several French experinienters have found that cleetribed
soil and air seem to foster plants better than uncleetri-
fied. It is remarkable, too, that voung bamboeo shoois
grow very rapidly after the thunderstorms which usher
in the Indian monscons.

With a reflecting telescope of three feet six inches
diamcter, Mr A, Connor, an enthusiastic amatcur, has
been taking some woenderful photographs of celestinl
objeets,  As i star photegraph sometimes occupics as
vch ag an hour and a half in the taking, cven with
the most sensitive plates, it was necessary to keep the
objects [ocussed stationary, by appiying clock-work
wachizery to the instrument,  This lonz

duration of
the adtion of the feeble light from stars so remote that
they cannot be scen by the naked cye, has the clivet of
iipressing the chiemical surface se that the invisible
15 pictired, T is evident that this opens out a new
fickd of vesearch, and must be a powerlul auxiliary to
the labours of the astronomer,

A New Cure For Cancer——Information of one
more remedy alleged to possess special virtues in curing
“eancer” reaches us through a correspondent in Diraxil,
Dr. Ignnco Alcibiades Villuro. of Reeife, Puornnbuzo,
mtroduced the remedy to notice, and in a communi-
cation to the Journal de Hecile gives his expericnce of
its use.  Ile states that the plant which is popalarty
knownby the naine ol » alvelos ™ belongs to the Euphor-
Bincew, and 1s indiveneus to Porsambuco,  He allewes
that amagistrate who was swilering from epithcliomsa of
the face, and who had returned to his estate, deshairine
ofrelicl was entively cored of bis disease by the Topieal
application of the juice of this plant. Dr. Villoso
Tearning this was tiluead o apply the same remedy on
two patients at the Hospital Pedro THL—One 2 cnse of
cancroid of the nose, the other of epithelioma of the
lip it e resal that the fivst pestiom was completoly
cured i forty divs, and the wecond in Jess than Lwo
months, much to the suprise of the other professional
nen of the establishiment,  Sucho resnies he tirfirkes jus-
Uty atrial of the vemedy, espueciaily in uterine cancer.
The action of the juice of Uic plant, as othees of the
sne natural order, is iritating, producing o spreading
dermattiswithout much paing aod Uie application of the
cut sten or Juice of the freshe plant to tie disensed part
s sabl Lo result tn destruetion of 1the morhbid tssne
which is replaced Dy heaithy ranvldions —dotng the
work, i [fact, of the chlodide of  zine pusle.—
‘Lancet)

RS

M. Pastewr made an interesting communicalion to he
Prris Acadeiny of Selciees on Pebraary 26, reladive 1o eanine i
wdness e stated that the disense conlii be conmpunien ted
to a doz by inoculation with fragments of marow orof nerve |
taken Trow o mad doss e adeo statod trad e b pendered |
twenly dogs prool againsg the diseie by inocubting e
with a modified virus.

Froguess,

The dectures delivered by Mr. Charles Bright in
many parts of New Zealand have caused the best im-
pression. Mr, BDright is onc of the most cloquent and
cultured lecturers in the Australasian colonics,  He is
the very personification of courtesy and good feeling,
not the least successful part of his” work being due to
the strong personal sympathy he exeites in hisandience,
Iis lectures have rendered material service to the
cause ol Freethought,

AWellington contemporarycontains the following :—
“The Wellington Frecthought Association appears to
have made good progress during the short time it has
been in existence. It was on the 2rst May last year
that, by an advertisement in the local NEWSPAPELS,
some Lweniy persons interested in Freethought prin-
ciples assembled in a shop in Cuba Street, and then
resolved to form what is now known as the Wellington
I'recthought Association. Premisces were subsequently
taken in Courtney Place, where the first meeting was
held on the 17th June. Tt is now twelve months from
that date. and " the Assoclation, fnding that the
membership had increased rapidly, and that public
terest in Frecthousht matters is more aroused, have
tound it necessary to take larger and more commodious
premises,  They have, thercfore, secured the lease of
the Princess Theatre {late Salvation Barracks) for a
term of three years, and intend te open the same next
Sunday, the rsth instant, under the name of the
Lyccum. As scveral well-known speakers intend to
deliver addresses on this occasion, the opcning cere-
mony will ne doubt prove to be of an Interesting
nature. It must be gratifving to the members of the
Association to know that their number now excecds
1o, and that they take possession of their new
premises  entively {ree from debt, They possess a
splendid library of some 500 volumes, containing some
rare and valuable works, 200 of which were presented
by an honorary member.,  The whole of the main hall
of the theatre is fitted up with proper sitting accom-
inodation, and the side-rooms are furnished as library,
reading,  committee, chess-room, &c. Amongst the
Lelongings of the Association is an excellent piano, and
a singing class has been formed in conne®ion with the
soclety.,

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION.

‘This Tetler was received too late for insertion in our
last number 1 —

Tory Street, 22nd May, 1854,

St —Since our Iast corvespondence o you, the asscciation here
have heen steaddily yrogressing, our lectures being well attended and
new nembers joining rapidly, some of thew, I am happy to say,
Boine Ladics,

Voo were unable to communieate Tast month through pressure of
Tinsin T now have the pleaswre to give you an cpitome of our
doings sinee the last report. On Sunday April 6th Mr Jardine
gave us o lecture, the subject being “What must we do to be
saved 7 which dvew & very large andience,  The following Sunday
the Wanganui Freethought Band gave us a few selections of music,
which vere highly appresinted by the andience, and very kindly
vescived by Ahe association, The enterfainmient was preceded by
a Reading froue oure President, and concluderd with one by & member
of e asroviation. Sunday, April 20, owr President gave us a very
interesting reading—rofessor Ball's FGlimpses Into Lhe vorridor
of Thue.”

Al Cliarles Bright leetnred on Hunday, April 27, Subject:—A
Beply to the Cuestion, *what (o you give us in its place 7 This
wis given under our auspices at the Thoatre Royal, the house being
fifled i every part. Two lectures on T, Paine and C, Bradlangh,
given at the Athenanun on the Tuesday and Wednesday following,
wore ably handled. I trust we shall see Mr Charles Dright here
wgain before long, when we ean give him a hearty reception in our
new Premitses, the Princess Theatre, Tory Strect, which we are
taking on lease for three years from Suicday the 9th June next,
The venelwding leckure of Charles Dright's was given on Sumlay,
May tth “Sprituadism, Oceultisin, and Science.” . This drew o, very
large awdience, and the suliject seems to have Lot a very strong
lold here, vireles having been formed in various parts of the city,
atnd w Sovivky constituted to investigate the phenomena. Sunday,
May 11th, Mr, Grey gave us a lectare, “The Ulergy and common

U The fellowing Sunday, Rewling from Dickens by Ay,

sense,
Culig aud yesterday M, Grey again, on Spiritnalism aol Epidenmie
Detision. ™ This gentleman” handies s subjects very well, and
bidds fair to be o good leeturer.  The lecture villed forth muely dis-



cussion, which was highly entertaining.  As we shall he in onr new
premises ina forgnight’s time, we intend to open the sane with a
large programme, when I will send a fult report,
Yours truly,
W RELL.
See. pro. tem, Wellingten Freethought Association,

June zoth, s

Sre,—T have to apolagise to you for net sénding iu our iast
report intime, being new to the work—lence the o o, 1n ear
last communication we did not mention Al Stont's lecture, but as
I see you have reported it from the * New Zealand Times’ wo
thank you kindly.  Since then there has deen a Little controversy
on the subject, and the * New Zealand Times' having closed the
correspondence, Mr Stout has written to sav, whether vouwill be
good enough to publish the enclosed, which [ have just received
from the editor of the * New Zealand Times.”

We closed our old premises in Conrtrey Place on the §th
instant, and took possession of the new on the gth, and epened the
same on the 15th, under the name of the Lyceum, We had the
place very nicely decorated with flags aned banners and a suitable
number of good mottoes,  The members laving worked very hard
to get the place ready and make it a success ; unfortunately for us it
turned out very wet and cold, but I must say that the public and
membership attendance was more than we expected, the place
being very mearly full,  We had addresses from Mr Chantrey
Harris, Mr Robertson, a new aned very promising member of onrs,
and Messrs Lunis and Grey, I enclose youa report from the ' Now
Zealand Times.’

We intend starting a2 Children’s Lyceuni class as soon as possible,
having plenty of room for marching, &e.

Next Sunday dMr Chantrey Harris will give us a Jecture.  We
are deeply indebted to this gentleman, he having acted so Lberally
in our Lehalf, and our success being attributed a good deal to his
very able reports in his paper ; we wish there weore a few more like
him,

Yours truly,
W. TvrrLr, Secretary.

CANTERBURY VRIEETIHOUGIIT

TION,

ASS0CTLA-

Mr I C. Iall, the honorary seerelary of the ahove-
named Association, kindly favours us with the following
items :—

Christchurch, 17th June, 1834,

Sir,—5ince my last the following lectures have been dolivered
Sunday evenings --135th May, @ The Relizion of Humanity,
Mr L. M. Clisseld.  235th dav,  Why § s ‘
Christianity,” by an ex Roman Cathalic, 1st June, 1
of London,” by Mr I, Crook.  Sth June, ' P'ersons T have mel,” by
Mr F. Crook.  135th June, " Coluvel Incersoll's Mving Creel by
Mr 1, C, Hall. My opinion is that, althensh mectings like the
above are very instructive, helping to keep Freothinkers tenther,
ready to consider any subject aftecting {even indirectly)  Free-
thought, and besides producing a good Lecling amongst members,
yet there is nothing will repay the ofiicers and leaders of different
Freethought Associations for their trouble and pains Lkea Children's
Lyceum.

The licensing case I previously refervad (o is again adjourned to
the 22nd instant,

Yours faithfully,

U, ClIHann, Hon, See. CO70A,

WAVLERLEY I'RELETHOUGHT ASS0.
CIATION,

The Secrctary of the Waverley Association forwards
the following particulars :—

Sty — The progress of owr Axsocintion daving the pas
been so far encournging, =ix voew members liaving
monthly meetings have been well attended, at which oricinal papers
awd readings from the most covent wiitcrs ad Ieclurors Luiving on
religions and theological Fullacies woere selected, aned, conbined with
nnrestrained interchange of thought, quite o socinl and awinatel
appearance is given to our Sunday catherines, This is very dJdilferent
from the gloom that accompanics the dictutions awl threatenings in
our rival tenples.

On the 18th, Certilicates of Membership weve tasued.

Revognising the assistance a Libravy will prove, astart in the
direction hias Deen made, and, as wasanticipate:d, woanmber of t
who at present refrain from diveetly  joining  the Assagiation,
subseribe  to the projected  Lilnwry—and show o hirst  for
Freethought literature, We have heen enabited £o do this Iy tle
contributions of hooks by Maubors and the hountiful gifts of our
carnest friend, ¢ Blue Pencil,” Irom whomn papers, hools, aml
leallets have heen reccived every week, for which we all tender our
thanks,

You might chserve that T have ardopted the new Calendap date, ns
recommended by the ioual Libeval League in Congress, takon
from the *Truth Sccker Almanack,” New York, :

i]ll,‘ll-

b

Yours truly
WO Wisenvou,

Seerctary.
Waverley, Mareh 15 M, ¢, s,

THE TRELTHOUGHT REVIEW.

AUCKLAND RATIONALL
CLATION.

STIC

M, WL Co Dennes, Scaciny of the above Asso-
ciation, has sent us the folfowing report fur the month
of May :—

Sty —Nivee my report of Tas<t month Thave the phenstiee of duform -
e yos that the Sawckland Rationundistic Association his continned 1o
progress very satisfictorily. We have added sume bwenly Gve new
merbers, and the Association Jis got into wore therongh working
order. O Runday evening meetings ave well attended, and have
beeome mucl more orderly than at fivst, the ki element Inving
Loen kept out Lo a great extent. We have just eoneluded an
cusagement with Meo Chass Bricht of a cowrse of three lectures,
WIth very gratifying vesults, and added considerably to our finuds
a8 eonseenee, o faet the Association was so well plensed Dioth
with the Tectures ghemsclves anld the pecnniary vesalt that they
have engawed My, Divight to deliver a further course of three More,
wlhich doubtless will prove equadly bhenclicial,

T may add that the Associntion, by 2 unanimous vote, bave agreeil
to jioin the New Zealand Freethoucht Foderdd Union, and adoptid
maosb of the Clinses in the repurt of the Conforence of Freethinhers
Iately hield in Dunedin,

Mro Bright, on Jdlonday  last, wave a Ieture at Helensville,
Kaiparu, the tirst Freethonghit Tectuve that has been given in that
distvict,  Tully one badl the eutive adult population of the distriet
were present. I think it uite likely that it will be followal np by
some mewbers of our Assoviation veeasionally going over there for
a similar purpose.

Heping to hav

4

o further histeresting reports tomake next month,
T am, &e.,
W Dexyesy, How, See,
Anckiand, May 20, 1554

S, —T regret iy Inst communication was too late for insertion
in your valuable jorrnal. 1 thenght 15 would be in time as it was
posted about the 20th. 1w pleased to inform ven that tle
ALRCAL s progressing very faveably, The resent vigit of M Clias,
Bright was quite au event and @ success in every wayv—lnancially,
to himself, and the Associntion, and the means of Lringing quite a
number of people to sue the errr of their wiavs ond thus Le'led into
wsphere of peace and harmony, and save their winds and bodies
ovenif their sonls ave left to tuke care of themselves.  [n addition
to the <ix levtures given for the Associgtion in the Lorne Strect
Iadl, w debate Tetween Me Bright and My Geo. AL Drown, of
“condinnal fnanartality,” tonis plice in the Theatre Royal, lasting
Lwandchts, subjeet 9 1a the et of the New Testamuont
Detviniental to Jhwan Progress ™ Me Bright in the aiirmative, My

Trown in the negative @ sl of conrse, as e Dationalists think,
wid a dnillinut siecoss on the pat of M Brishi. At least 3690
pevaia altemled el cvead debinte, sud the nimost Jdeeormn

WS (R

evervoue present oot @ osyiepfom of distwrlanee
veenrred ot

ety applueae so very froquently Jisplayed
ot eveidigs wies about equally disuibutod between the two
disputants, The perunimey vosults 0 el wore hichly wratifving
to them, and by the ality of Mr In the AR A w
eirichal to the oxtent of €7, and Lo my knowjely
were nuede to Preethousht, sinee bueome wemie

O Suneday Lst we bad a lecture iuoovr hall i Lome Street by n
lady from the Thames who Loctured wndor the wom e plass’ of
ohenny Woren T Gtloof lectimee = 2 Womumds Work ad Prostiny, ™
It i aowell-written paper, with many vory joetty and somewhat
poetical passages, hut e Ly, assoncof the evitivisers said, failol
to =tew Lonv wonnun was to Inlil ber desting of refonning poor falion
i, without bheing, in the fivst instainee, veforied Loesell. 1 think
the lady sovrewhal mistook the Tauling characteristios of Pagionale
fstsy wned would bve bevn more st Lonie on the platform before
A Youny Men's Christion Associntion,  The penntssion Lo sive sich
anch siiloe Tectures o owe platiorn, and, by (he way, fo pay for
thenn, Loes o prove that we hiave some title te fhe term Irecthinkers,
atel that we sre sonewhat differcut to our fricnds of the orthiloex
Clinreh, whoatback our Soclety o their piloits without Siving
us the chance of arenly. To order to neatralise the elfect of this
polivy xeveral of owe viembers atienled St Marthew's to hear what
wits mabd and aovery excelliant Tecture was viven on Snday Last at
Street Hall Do My Webleo Guoe Clodstion Diiends, not
sati=lich willy trndueine us fron thehr pulpits have cone still farther
aned Bave hadoaship prinked which wos faken Dron 4he * Aueklod
Pievild ac wopy o wliele U osernl yvont relating to Sadine Ladii
Wihuett, ot whichepanphlet they posta neo to =210 ar e Jooy of
e o s Monday cvendnee, Tiie pnelable elieod of this witl be
that i veiadintion we Hetbamnlists will post o or e at every
chinrelt duor i Auclianed o dispose o7 sune of o o<t Procthonzit
AN

[
110

re
several converts

Lairne

Yuuws faithfnlly,

WU Prexivs, Thon, S,
WOODVILLLE FREETHOUGIHT ASSOCIA-
TION,

The following letler was reccived oo Jate for inser-
tion 1 Jast month's Review -

Siiy-=Tam very plossed 1o report that we have been nukine
progress. e Methodist Sinister, the Beve My Worboys, et Ci
President of our Association, anl a very interesting disenssion took
placeon the Tieh May on the © Geowniness of the Neripinres”” 1
belicve there wias more solid information beonight before the people
in it tioee (o wonhi Berve bewy i Ly abtending Clineeh Joe
iwmenth, Tho debate wis eontinued on (e fullowing Thursday.
The President very ably replicd,




THE FRUETHOUGIIT REVIEW,

Our ordinary mcedings have lievin adlendod ay well ay wsual, atcd
numsrons inferesting papers ave heew venl duviog the pasl et
Priend * Blue Peweil” still keeps us in wind, and we heg to
thank Tim very hearily.
Yours faithietly,
Crantrs A
Hou. s

ASSOCIATION,

BhevaN,

WA

WANGANUL PREETHOUGIHT

The following report of the work of the above Asso-
ciation for the past month has been handed to us hy
the Seeretary, Mr, J. j. Duckrell :—

Wanganui, June 24, 1584,

Srt,—This month the Wanganui Freethought Associntion has
been established o year, notwithstanding the proznestication uf
mauy, that it would not stand longer than =iz monthe T helieve
the animosity of the majority opposed to us here lus abated some-
what, for several admit that Freethinkers aud Freethought are not
50 bad as ab times represental. Gu Jast Sunday wc{s!\'_‘n 11101}11:0]1;
gave a lecture at our usual meeting on ¢ Darwinism and :‘_“\'Oll'ltl():!l.
The lecturer dealt with the subjest at considerable lengih, proving
himszelf thoronghly master of the undertaking, whilst the awdiene:
listened thronzhout with marked attention. He dw -lt‘lim'gcly
upon the great change that had taken place in the sclentilie lli“il
theological world during the last ten years with regd 1o the
Darwinian theory, At first, selentiile men, as well as theologions
of all shades of opinion, threughont the whele of urope w
Amiericn, warred velentlessly not ouly againnt ilis theory, Tub
against Darwin himaclf, A few short years, however, convineel
his encmies of the temtl of his writines, and new almest everyone
aceepts the prineiples laid down by Darwiin, Tnomy opinion, Ui
is the hest and most interesting lecture we have had given awonzst
us. Those who were not present aisseld an intetlectual  Lread
seldom obtainable in Wanuinui,

I may state for the infoemation of intendivg wenbers that if
they give in thelr nawes to any aember of the Commitlee, they
will be hallotud for after the wsual mectings overy sunday. The
new quarter begins with the fivst Sanday infuly.

Yours faithfally,
J.Jl Bresnin,
Secretary Wangauul Freethonght Association.

ni

o

MELBOURNE,

The following letter from our Melbourne corres-
pondent will be found mieresting s —

ST

ctbonrne, Jun
e L

LA R

Wars and ramsurs of wars charact
Melboume,  The cvery prespect of a battl
nient over more : As T X
of Scietce s a lic
Inw that forbic
parpasae, ¢
]’('El[.‘ll W
thit nody
bone of contention.
not wishing to e
compromise by selling tickots G
collection among non-seathelders.

Government having no backhone of 1ts own gave wa
pressure, and wrote to the AS AL stafing that wndess
abolishiod the charzes they would withdrns the periit,
not carry out theiv suggestion, however, excepting that
seats were allotied o those who relused o pay onenty
our generosity did nol satisfy the Chiel S
document formally withdiawing the pormit, and forbide
open the hall on Sumdays, with o without cin

i\

FLgEHN

Fav
eredary, for i senl a

[ ET

iy

ot the AVSAL, on recsipd of this letter, paszed oowa e deteensingg
to open it as usual on e following sundey night, and thes wore
unanimeusly  suppeded in this by a val meciing of the
Aszncition held on Senday afienecn, e Tecin ;
usual, a spectad coltection: Loing tilen up for the

question should ot voncl the Toaw Cons Two n
Leen delivered there sinee, at cach of which we ni
the systemn of emupelling every pevaca on entering to

wiy for

adimssion,  Nothine has comwe o It at ul, with the
exception of indignant paragraphs in the ' Ouily vl " calling
attention to the fact that we are hioldhng weetings ary lo
the comumnands of the powers that b,

But this is not our only strwgela, We ave expecting a proseention
for blasphemy. A Reep, the A5 AL Bec v, hias posseseon of

a shop window in the offices of the Assochution, o which he
exposes Freethonght Literatare for sl Our fiend, the  Dady
Telegraph,” detailed to the public the horrible blasphenyy that is
there contained.  Some coples of the * recihinker, iilustrated
with comic Bible sketches, was mentioned ; bal the * Comic Life
of Cliist,” from the Chostmas number of that jonrnal was the
chief cause of their pious horror. Dy continuaily questioning the
right of the proprictor to exhibit a publicativn that obtained for its

.

AN

publishers imprisonment 1o Helloway Gaol, the ' Telegiaph
suceceded in mducimg the Custons Deparlment to minke aradd

upon the stock, Not only the * Ureethinkers,” but adl the 1
I'recthought works tat shop contained, were seized by twe oliic
They wert offerad a copy of the 3ible, but they declined the kind
offer, The Government are now i a Jdifficnlty, Lor after careful
consideration they have decided that it is doultful whetber there
are gronnds for a prosecution ; and they are inienorance what to
do with the speils. 10 very likely, however, that there will be o
proscouiion, for they do not prosecate ws Tor Dlasphemy, iLis

7

iy

probable that we will prasecute them on another charge,  There is
strong feciing among Scenlarists that it is time we tock a firm
stamd, both in this gquestion and {he one aflecting our right to
charge on BSumlays. The present thue is opportune for many
reasons, chicf of which is the presence of such a redoubtable
champion as r Symes, who has the advantage of an intimate
acquaintance with Charles Bradlnueh, :
The now Freethought paper, *The Liberator,” under the editor-
slip of Alv Symes, appeared on June st It 35 a weekly journal
of sisxteen poges, the size of the * National Reformer,’ and 1s
published at threepence. The capital for the venture was {nrnished
by the Liberator Pablishing Cempany, who possess the printing
plant.  Twonnumbers have appeared to date, and have had a good
cirenlatinn,  In the event of a declaration of war it will probably

be found very useful.
W

C. A,

THI. BLASPIIEMY LAWS.

The following is the draft of the petition drawn up
by the Council of the Frecthought Federal Union. It
15 intended that each Association, as well as the Union,
should petition Parliament against the introdution of
any Blasphemy Laws :—

To Tuy Hoxorans ran Seeakse axp MEMBERS 0F THE 1RoUsk
GF ILCIRESESTATIVES,
The humble petition of the nnldersigned, being the Otfice-
bearers of the Assgociation of

Sheweth, —

L. "Fhat vour petitioners have heard with extreme regret thatit is
proposed to enack, for the first time in New Zealand, Blasphemy
Laws,

not heen deemed necessary for the pood
: wh that there shoulid be any <peeial religion
aiisel o supperted by speelal laws of the Colony.

4 That i anything is sand or published that tends to create a
bres:h of the peace, oris libellous of auy persen, the existing laws

are sutliciend to punish the oifender,

5. hiat s many of the ablest and Dest of the people of England
Devves forred themselves Into an Association to agitate for the repeal
ot alid ey Lavee, 1t seems anomalons that the Legislatore of
New 1l shouli be asked to create offences against religion

whers there s no State relivion,
Your politioners, therefore, humbly pray tl
Howse wiil take the ©

to enact :
And your pet

L

b your honorable
aregoing inte consideration, and refuse
© Blazphemy Laws.

oners as Lndiaby bound will ever pray.

F1n

FRATS
sl be

fotiovnny formalities from the Standing Orders

Grserved —

L

Litton will Le received if it

e s feast by one person on each
oon which Lhe petition Js wrltten, printed, or lithe-

trers,
any petition,”

adtidavits, or other documents may Do attached lo

Govrespondence.

TISNED FLRTTTS AND MEAT,

W TN EDITOR OF TIE FRELTITOUCITN REVIEW,
Siec- T vone
peseuning b
whdeh e e

o Notes Tastmonth an istance was given of
fimned mutton.  The baneet, from

St s not probable that in this
th the result, ™ and proceeds : < The

uwnlovtnante civenmstanee presents Lo s ather an example of septic

1

irviiation due, it would scem, to putrefaction of the meat,” The

Bon mieresting ene, and 1 have ne denbt my own experience,
nel ol tinned neak, Tt tinued frait, will be aceeptable, prroving
that the Taveed was o errer ns o the canse. A friend of mine
stated she bad purchased nease of English preserved Dot in erdinary
cue pol tins, L after cating & small quantity which had heen
vnde into s tart, both hersell and members of her fawily had been
Lwith vomiting awd puveing, 1 examined one of the ting, aml
zedd wy opinion that it was of exeellent gquality, and proposed
shonhl give me notin to try. She did so, and mysell and
¥ partool of i and cojoyed the frnit excealingly.  On givivg
feovesndt, niy diend siafed Teould have more if T wizhed. 1 then
ot o a a0 of rhabach, which looked very nice, bnt after
partaking of this the whole of us were shortly aftorwards scized
with violent vomiting and purging which contivned to an alarming
extent, exhibiting wideubted evidence of poisoning, I am happy
to sy weall recovered, and when 1 relatel my experience to my
friend, she sadd the preserved fruit her family Lad partalen of was
also rhubarh, - After this the whole of the thubarh was destroyed,
and the other Tenit was found to be perfeetly harmless,  Judging
my expericnee might be of value, 1 have tronbled yon with this
communicition, in the hopes that some of your veaders may be able
to throw some light on the subjuect.

[

w,
Wanganui, N. Z,, Junc 46l 1854,
.5 —8ince the above was written, I see by Press telegrams that
two eases of poisoning from cating tinned jam have occurred in
Lyttelton, one of them cading fatally,
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THE LATE MADAME LOTTI WILMOTT.

TO TIE EDITOR OF TIIE FREETUHOUOHIT REVIEW.

S1r,—I have to address you on a subject which is very painful to
me, viz,, the death of the Frecthought lecturess, Madame Lotti
Wilmott. I know she was not a member of our local organisation,
but surely it seeins heartless and ernel—contrary to the principles
of what 1 conceive to be Freethonglt—when she, who had been a
worker in our great cause, was ill, penniless, and dependent for
bread on strangers, that no onc connected with us offered to help
her, especially after the appeal in the *N. Z Times.” She has left
a daughter, penniless, I believe. Could nothing be done to help
her? At all events, let us subscribe to place 2 headstone over
Madame’s grave. I am not very rich, but, if you will receive sub.
seriptions, I promise 10s.  Hopiug, in the intercsts of charity, you
will publish this letter,— I remain, &e.,

ErxesT Levy, C. F. A,
Christchurch, June 19, 1884,

[There is reason to believe that the story circulated by the
‘Wesloyan Minister is not a true account of the circumstances, and
it would be well that the Freethinkers of Wellington ascertained
the facta ; wherenpon, if a subscription should be found necessary to
assist any person connected with the deceased, we shall place our
columns at the disposal of any responsible person or committee for
raising sufficient funds for the purpose,—ED.

NAMES OF FREETHINKERS IN THE CALENDAR
FOR jULY.

3. Thursday—Leibnitz, born, 1646,
4. Triday—Garibaldi, born, 1807.
5. Saturday--Georges Sand, born, 1304,
6, Sunday—John Huss, burned, 1373,
8, Tuesday—Professor Cairnes, dled, 1873,
11. Friday—Lalande, born, 1732,
15. Tuesday—Carl Vogt, born, 1817,
16. Wednesday—DBeranger, died, 1857,
1g. Saturday—Petrarch, died, 1374,
20. Sunday—H. D. Church, died, 185q.
21. Menday—Robert Burns, died, 1796,
27. Sunday—7J. Dalton, died, 1844.
30, Wednesday—Diderot, died, 1784,

N O W PUBLIS}IIéD,-
And in the hands of the Booksellers.

¢¢ gPIRIT Ol MATTER—~ Aun Enquiry into the Causes of
k. Life and Organisation.”

A Lecture delivered before the AUCKLAND DRATIONATISTIC

ASSOCIATION by Arcip. Caxperein, author of ¢ Pictures of the |

Unknown God,” ¢ Jesus who is called Christ,” and * The Kingdom
of Heaven.”

PRICE—SINTENCE.
Published by A. Campbell, Bookseller, Auckland.
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OATALOGTE of Books just published, embracing General,
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DOOKSELLER,
D U NLEDTI N.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS,

C.T.—That is just the difficulty, Cases of fraud on the part of
mediums are continvally being exposed. But against this we have
the undoubted fact that there is a vast numberof people of great
intelligence and high character who bear witness to spiritualistic
phenomena, There is something that has to be accounted for.
The force we believe to be neural,

Received : ' The Vaccination Inquirer,’ ' The Presbyterian,”* The
N.Z. Methodist," * The Liberal,” ' The Liberator,”

Reccived several contributions which we hold over for want of
SPD.CB.

TO QUR READERS,

With the August mumber of the + Freethought Revicw ' will be
published, on foned paper, as a supplement, the Hkeness of
My, Fosepl Syues, the distinguished Freethowght Lecturer,
The picture will be in the best siyle of Lthographic art. It
is infended fo issue with the * Review,' from time to tiwe,
Lihercsses of the leaders in the Freethought cause, and it 45
hoped ihat Freethinkers genevally will appreciate the destgn.
Agents ave veguired to send dn orders as carly fn the month

as possible, asonly a certain number will be struck off.

The Freethonaht W eview,

WANGANUL, N.Z.: JULY 1, 188y

COMPULSORY '\’ACCINATEON.

Tur advocates of the repeal of the law enforcing com-
pulsory vaccination are presumably in the minority, or
the law would not be on the statute book.,  But there is
a position midway between the two poles of thought
which tends to maintain the stetws quo—the attitude of
indiflerence. The vaccinationists have law, prejudice,
and vested interests on their side.  Both parties make
claims to fadts, figures, and logic. The field of operations
for the opposing forces is the * gencral public,’ not yet
sufficiently informed on the subject.

It is not our intention in the present article to
quote statistics—a vain research indecd in a forest.
Vaccinationists and anti-vaccinationists produce their
respective budgets of figures, and we can only attempt
to arrive at conclusions from general consideratious
and the reason of the thing, If it be urged that the
statistics of the great hospitals have shown con-
clusively that vaccination has afforded immunity from
smallpex, how are recent epidemics whicli have
occurred since compulsory vaceination became law to
be accounted for?  If it be said that vaccination has
been badly performed, or that {requent vaccination is
required, the reply is, that the question being still in
the experimental stage, compulsion is unjustifiable,
Lvery rcasonable person has a right to ask for cer-
tainty before the law shall compel a man to act under
penalty, If the statistical argunmient requires revision,
the law of compulsion must be revised at the same
time.

The medical argument, though medical men do not
gencrally own it, is based on the homeaopathic law of

| simidia similibus curanfir—likes are cured by likes; a
. brinciple which is finding acceptance in Allopathic



therapeutics since Ringer became a leading authority.
The discase of cowpox resembles smallpox, thercfore
it ought to be a speccific for the latter; and
the hoemaopathists adtually prescribe ¢ vascinin,”™ an
attenuated form of the wvirus, as a remedy for
varigla, But granting the truth of this docirine,
when we come to consider medicine as a prophylactic,
or preventive, we get into the region of doubt and
speculation,  TFew medical authoritics will pronounce
with certainty that quinine will prevent ague, or that
beltadonna will prevent scarlatina,  There 15 just
presumptive evidence that in a certain proportion of
cuses those specifics will act preventatively. Ience
there is no solid ground here,

The positive rescarches of Pasteur and Koch tend to
go farther and establish certain tacts by a scrics of
experiments conducted so as to exclude the clement of
chance. Briefly stated Pasteur has found that the
zymotic diseases have their existence in bacilli or
germs which multiply with marvellous rapidity in the
blood, each discase exhibiting its own species of
bacillus. Proceeding to the next stage, Pastcur has
discovered that by edieating or attenuating the virus, by
passing it repeatedly through living bedies, it will not
endanger life, yet will prevent the fatal type from
attacking the individual. By analogy, if we supposc
vaccine an attenuated form of the virvs of smalipox,
we have the theory of vaccination supported by the
experiments of Pasteur. One thing, however, is
wanting—that the I3aconian method shall be extended
to smallpox itself, 2nd the actual results, of vaccination
succeeded by innoculation, ascertained. \When this
has been done we shall have arrived at somcthing like
scientific exaftitude,

The later fashion of repeated vaccinations appearsto
have weakened the cause of the vaccinationists. It 1s
matter of history that the best preventive of smalipox
was to have once had the smallpox; but the medicul
faculty have to admit that this rule dees not hold good
if we substitute vaccine as the prophylactic.  In truth
the tide of experiment scems to lead us back to the
Turkish fmportation of Lady Mary Wortley Montague,
and to fiud the prophylactic in inneculation, or the
convevance into the blood by artificial mcans of the
smallpox virus itseif.  And this 1s the line on which all
Pastcur's experimentations have been conducted. The
anti-vaceinationists might ask their opponents if they
arc prepared to adopt the only logical conclusion
arrived at by scientific experincot.

Lut nothing perhaps has shaken the confidence of the
world so much in the discovery of Jeumer as the
established fact that infectious and other diseases are
mtroduced mte the bodies of healthy chitdeen through
vaccination.  The testimony on this point s conelusive,
and is not denicd, so far as we are aware, by any
respectable medical authority.  Thelove of parents for
their offspring is so strong that the monient the danger
strikes their imagination, they receil from the practlice,
and in numercus instances brave all the pams and
penalties of the law.,  The doctors, in ovder {o avoid
collision with parcutal appreliension, have again shifted
their ground, and have gone to a source where 1o
impure thing can exist, which they have found in the
calf. DBut have they proved that scrofulous discases
cannot be transmitted to the calf and reconveyed to
human beings? What is this but rank cmpirlcism ?
This source of pusify amd pofency may morcover have its
own list of poisons. s own special dangers, and after
all may not ward off the epideniic from the < East IEnds ™
of great cities,

There 1s an old proverhb which we call to mind-——

¢ Between two stools we fall to the grouud.”  On the
one hand we are told to rely on vaccination. Onthe

other we arc to look to sanitation and isolation, If
vaccination is so effectual apreventive, it is unnecessary
to be so very particular about iselation, IDut as a
matter of observation the authoritics one and all
appear to doubt the security afforded by vaccination by
the extreme care they take to enforce quarantine. Now
santtation and iseolation arce absolute safeguards if
rigidly carried out. 1If to these we give our allegiance,
we shall recave in return the most perfect immunity,
not only from smallpox but from the whole family of
zymotics, Divided allegiauce in this as in other
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matters ouly cutails demeralisation and cenfusion.
What makes the practice the more indefensible is that,
should the enemy get in, the vaccination already
performed would be of Little ar no avail, and the whole
adult population at least would have to be vaccinated
afresh.  And if this is the theory, what justification is
there for the compulsory vaccination of infauts?

In cases of doubt we have a right to demand liberty :
whon doctors differ disciples arc free,  Every person,
itis true, has in civilised socicty oblivations towards
his noighbour, and a stite of aflars wight exist to
justify compulsion.  Dut we salmit that the lollowing
conditions must exist—That therc is a certainty, based
on uniform favourable results, of the cficacy of vacei-
nation as a preventive—That the pradlice does not
entail the risk of introducing other loathsome and
serious diseases—That smallpox cannot be kept out by
sanitation and isolation. ach of these propositions
we have discussed, formulating thiem at the end
instead of at the beginning, in order to present to the
mind a summary of the argument which it appears to
us covers the whole ground,

Finally, if compulsory vaccination iz indefensible,
as we firmly believe it to be, what is the best way of
gaining the ear of Parliament and obtaining the repeal
of the compulsory principle?  The constitutional
methodof stating grievances is by petition, and there is
nothing better than this ecither to educate public
opinion or to inform Parliament that opinion exists.
The petition should be carefully and skilfully drawn,
and drafts of it sent to the different communities for
sigoature. 1T there are only a few earnest men in
every centre of population who are opposced to
compulsion, the petitions will be extensively signed
and a powertul impetus given to the cause of liberty,
not in the special case of wvaccination ouly, but by
sympathy to other movements which ought to succeed,

B.

WIY HAVE FREETHOUGIHT ASSOCIATIONS?

Turre ave some people who always put the question,
why have Irecthought Associations?  They say, and
say truly, that there arve hundreds of men attending
Churches who do notaccept the popular creeds.  Nay,
tliey can also with historical accuracy show that many
of the old faiths—the obssolete beliefs-—come to an end
rot by argument but witl the growth of knowledge.
For example, it was not by writing against witcheraft
that a disbelicd m witcheraft ceased, The 30,000
persons judicially hanged aad burned for witcheraft
were forsotten, and the law of James was repcaled
wheu supersuition was conquered by knowledge, All
{his 1s true and should not be forgotten.  Old beliefs
decay without attack—some, and considered vital, are
seen to be decaying.  The belief in a personal devil
Jdoes not loom so large inan every day hile as at did
even Lwenty years ago, It 1s not now necessary in an
indictment for murder 1o say that the accused was
moved and instigated to the crime by the devil,  We
cait lanch at the devil now—hie has lost his terrors,
and outside the ranks of the Salvation Army and the
membership of the more narrow seets, the belief in the
devil is not vital,  And Hitle argument will be required
during the next twenty years to desiroy thus decaying
creed of an evil once almost all powerfud,

But  yet | consider Lrecthought Associations
neeessary.  Fhere is much vitalily 1 many narrcwing
belicfs yet, and there are in our midst many who, from
hereditary and  soclal swrroundings, lack backbone
encuch to state thelr houest beliefs,  We are not true
to cach other. e think it wrong to be heretical.
Ve often sail under false colours because it is unpopular
to be candid.,  In one of his charming lectures Coloncl
Ingersoll teils a story of twenty Texan settlers meeting
in a small hotel on the frontier.  One of them said 1 —
« Now boys, let us all tell our real names.”  is not every
socicty often constituted in a like manner?  There arc
people attending Presbyterian Churches who, if they
salicd themselves ** in religion” by their real names
would not be named ¢ Presbyterians ' but ¢ Unitarians.’
And so is it amongst the cducated lalty in all the
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Churches.  In the Tevan society it was net uice for the
real names to be disclosed. And it Frectheught s
deemed not reputable. (o be a freethinker will not be
proclaimed by many of our weal:-kneed fellow colonists.
The first use of Freethonght Associations is that it
helps us to be truthful. Is not this a great moral gain
to a community? Is hypoerisy of any value to a
society 7 T doubt it. 1f then there is any organisation
that helps nien to be true to cach other, surcly that
organisation, cven amongst  orthodox " people, should
not be discouraged.,  Everything that helps to o purer
moral life is a gain to a community, Dverything that
helps to weed out hypocrites and bypoerisy from the
world is a good, not an evil,

But Freetheught Associations help men o he mandy.
They inculeate sclf-reliance,  If a man thinks as the
Churches think much swill be forgiven him, Creedal
belief covers more sins nowadays than charity, Leta
man be a Treethinker and he is linble to be subjected to
many social punishments. And if the now eriminal
code, intredueed by the Hen. bMr Conolly, became law,
to legal punishments also. These tend to destroy
manlmess. ‘The fact, however, that .JAssociations
exist amongst men who do not repeat the okl
creeds makes men look after their sclf-respect more,
They know that if they are persccuted for opirion’s
sake they will have friends in their trouble recady to
help them. This is of immense service in any State.

Then there is another thing that should never be
forgotten, namely, that the price we pay for liberty is
eternal vigilance. The more sincere churchmen are,
the more will their efforts be diverted to get all men to
believe as they belleve. Their creed leads them Lo
make such efforts. They believe that what a man
believes affects him here and hereafter; nay, they
who say they believe that if socicly does not have
their *“faith " as its guide it must make siipwreck, It
is this that explaing the frantie efforts made by alinost
all the Churches to get the State to help t The
effort takes various shapes.  Somctiuies it s IES
Laws; sometimes Bible in Schiools Heading son
cries for State Grauts, Gse. Livery appenl to the 5t
to favour one particular religlon s an appeal to des
liberty, A State hasnomore to do with mici's opinic:s
about God and bumortality than it has w0 do wi
men's opinions about the rotundity of the Larik or thu
Anglo-Tsrael absurdity,  Ail that the Stale Lias to dois
to preserve equal hiborty to all. And il the Siate’z own
existence is not threatened and the public peace not
disturbed the State must give ils citizens the uimost
freedom. Even in a monarchy 1t 18 recognised that
men may be Republicans and advocate Kepubiicanism,
"This liberty has been woun.  If Republicans i vioiot
of law plotted to kill thenonareh then they have a iz
to be punished for treason; bul solony as Republicans
keep to their opinions, and to the expressions of thom,
the monarchical state even does not mterfere. If tis s
allowed in a monarchy what should be the hberiy of
the subject in dealing with Leligion?  And 1 hope the
colonists of New Zealand will never forget that unless
this liberty is prescrved and watched, there may ho
efforts made to invade the freedom we have 6p o the
present enjoyed,  The thumb-screw el the Protesints
and the tortures of the Holy Inqusition may alike be
50 chsolete as not to be able to be revived, but we iy
sce people denied offices because of thetr heresies.
With  strong  I'reethousht  Associations 1 cvery
electorate truc freedom could wvot 1 a dumecraey i
much threatencd.

‘There are, however, two other reasous why wu
shiould encourage Frecthousint Associations to whicl |
must refer,  The frst is that they tend to teach men te
walk alone, The e=ccond, that they tend o ihe
solidarity of socicty—a sortof parrot cry of —\What will
you give usin the place of our Churches? olten assalls
one’s cars. Unless the Churches subscrve o useful
function nothing is nceded to replace them.  AMen
should be able to walk alone.  There are some women
who through “usc and habit” like to mect their fellow
men and discuss theological questions. To them the
Association is usciul. And if there are men who
dispassionately will review the history of the present-
day creeds, and will think of what the future must be,

they will see that the time is not far distant when some
of the popular Leliefs will soon be ag alsolete as that of
the ereeds of our ancestors,  They believed, as Jesus
Christ  believed, that epilepsy was a  demoniaical
possession.  They believed, as some of the writers of
the Lible believed, that there werewitches, These beliefs
in these subjects are even obsolute amongst all
clucated peeple,  The tinwe is coming when a belief in
an infallible book and aa infallible church will alike be
as obselete. And Evolution tells us that men are so
constituted that they are helped by aids in shaking off
old creeds, The danger, it 1s said, {5 an anarchy in
beliefs,  Will Associations of Freethinkers supply this
want. The Trecthinkers have a creed. *They also
believe and therefore speak.” They believe that men can
be moral without relying on abook., They believe that
every good adt tends to humanity's well-being, and every
evil deed hurts the race. There is a character of
morality for them higher than ten or twenty command-
ments.  And if they can live the life” in the presence
of their fellows without repeating what they do not
believe they have learned to walk alone, and they have
done more—their exanple will be as a light to others
to guide them in their pathway to moral gooduess in
the world.

Then Freethought Associations tend to solidarity.
One thing we need in the colonies more than another
is the {eeting of brotherhood, We have come frem
many lands, and witlh us we have brought scctional

and national feclings. \We are of diverse rases. We
are descenderdd from men and women of different
rehigions—all these things tend lo separate us. The

very maintenanee of peace inoa democracy depends
upon two things: *Respectfor Law ' and * Brotherhood.!
I have put * Respect for Law’ firsy, but 1 believe the
feeling of ¢ Brotherhood” embraces i Let us only
have o fecling of Drotherhood and whatever rivalry
maoy exist botween district and district and town and
town there will be no danger of e desiraction of our
Now Zealand redonadiiv, no dread of crer seeing aivil®
Cinooir b oashodss idvery socioly formed on a

svasis helips this fecling of Twotherhood,  very
asscointon  that has epual rcedom and vo special
;oaskod as s wolelword s heiping the

Soecties, Masonic
no—Lul Ivecihousht
L Srcudon, areodoing more
S would bethe duty of every Free-
thon hit Ascocintion i the coluny to protest against the
p}mis]::;;cnt of o Catholic or a Methodist, onaccount of

I=opeiens, as vigortous.y as one o theirown mewmbors

were nddicted or Blasphemy,
3
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BROTILLERIIOOD OF MAN
Yo thad weep in sleep,
Sonls il B dies Bogad,
Yo that oll it keup
Wateh for cliange, sl weep
That mo ghange s fond,

Jen swandl dofor vou,
Mong P sons of man,
Lo Goal wonld oo
Sleey ~erzht unto
While the blimd yurs 1,

Drot

Jood of wonl,
D hewsnd ety
e wihe=e swels foad
wnliitule

Adt el days nud nighds,
Wi ine bread full fol

OF hew Dedy Blesg,
Aot the soul’s wine =hed
e her tible spreadd,

Where the workl is ynest,
For no seet ¢loct

Tx the soul’s wine pourcd,
And Ler table decked
Whaom should man rejeet

Fronn man's conunut hgad ?

Giod's refuse and chonse,
Cirwdze, il selly and spare
None shatl man refuse,
None of all men lose,
Nuiw leave oub ol cue
—A U, SWINDULRSE,



Alotes & Quertes.

€A Master Mason " has supplicd your journal with
a paper wider the heading, < What s Masoury ?7 in
which he states, “The foundation of the system is
Brotherly Love. Relicf, and Trath, Would  that
“Alaster Mason 7 kodly inform me as to the meaning
-—lir aomasenic sense—of the terms = Brothorly Love,”
atied ¢ IRelief, "=\ Sunscringk,

A DEFENCE.

The following letter was sent o the * New Zealand
Times ' i reply to a letter of Sir Wiillam Fox which
appuared in that paper, but it was retused inscrtion on
the ground that the @ correspondence was closed.”
The - Times " has exhibited so much {airmess generally
in s treatment of Frectheousht, that icis difftcult to
account for this instance of palpable injustice.  3r
Stout’s defence cxplains itself, and is too good not to be
presevved ;  literally  overwhelming  the unchivalric
Lknight :—

To Pl EDVIOR o THE

NEW ZEALAND TIMES

son—T eannot say T oam surprised at Str William Fox’s letter,
It i3 characteristic, for in it theve is displayed that which has so
el mavred Siv Willinm's usefulness, namely, a recklessness of
assertion not hacked by facts.

=iv William first finds fault with e for eritieising his lecture as
reported.  If the report were incorrect this iz understandable, hut
S Williin has net pointed  out wherein  yonr veporter was
inaceurate. Awlig it wot strange, that what Siv Willian Dlames in
we hie has done himzelf,  He did not hear my lecture, and yet he
eritivises my remarks. And I need not add that your report did not
wive the thivd of what I saikd. Sie Wil has net repliced to the
spoeints T L omade event as reported, but he makes the general
statcment  that  through the greater part of my lecture I was
“ostinply beating the air,” This way be true, for it was answerlny
Sir Wil Fox's remarks,

To come to the reiterated slander of Rir Willian ou Mrs Desant
and My Bradlangh, Lrepeat what T said that 8ir Willlam's remarks
ave “ialse and untrae”  Nay, oo furthoer and charge him with
repeating a slander e eannot justily, awd for which he can have no
exense toolier, for he has vead Dy, Kuowlton's pamphlet.

i"irst letme netice the refevence to Mues Desant. This is how a
knight, one wovestal with o elilvalrie order, refers to an English
Ladly of pure lite and high cultore ;—* A female associate, the
sepavated wife of a Chavele of England elersyman.™ 1t is true that
Mus Besaut is o fenwde, and that slie Is o Dusiness partner of Mr
Braailuagh, and fvisalso o fack that she and her hushand, heeause
of their religions differences, volontarily agreed to separate. A
stranger to the facts would, however, necessarily asswe that Mrs
Desant had been puilty of svime misconduct that had led to the
separation from ey hushand, And then how ghall T charactorize
the Chostinn fadrness —nn, 1 withdaw the phrase-—the unchristian-
like hins of =iv Willian, when, fnstating what the jury found, he
carefully suppresses the ludlUof the jury's finnling,  The jury fonnd
the following verdict :---% We are vnunimously of epinien that the
book e yuestion i ealendiated to deprave public morals, but at the
sane time we entively exonerate the defondants from any corrupt
nmetive in publishing it.”

Tasle was it linest to suppress the latter part of the fnding?
Tt that was wot all, A4 person unequaiuted with the facts woulid
asatiee that the conduet of the defendants had been g0 bal that
they were at ouce tinad, The Chiet Jestice of Fngland (Siv AL
Cackibrn) speaking of the exoneration of the defendants of any
cortupt motive suid (- They {the jury) were satistiod that, under
the iuiluence of o strong belict that the exils of over-population
were =0 oreat thot 1t was desirable Lo have reconrse to means of
proventive ehoecks wnd that, hopelled by this apinjon and desirve,
the defoindants Tl publishad this work, but not with the intention
tu corrupt the nwvals of young or ol And =0 impressed wias the
Conrt withe the sty of the defodants” motives Lhat the Court
el dustice Cockbann aned Jwestice Meller] said they  were
propere o b hnree thene o their owae reeosnizanes to he of
coned Teluovione in the futwre 708 the defendants had undertalien
to discontinue the publication. Was it [air to give the one sided
secount of the tetal that appears i Sie William Foxs letter? The
vy arud the two erndnent Judges cate, after o patient investization
of wil the Facts, to the conclusion that Mrs DBosaub and Ay
Bracdbuzh bad pure motives in pablishing this pamphlet ; and Task
the most blassed whetheor sic William Fox's judicial faculty is as
much developoll as that of the Tate Chiel Justice Cockhurn or that
of Justice Mellor?  Whoever aceused Siv William of ealimness in
expressing any opinion?

But the @ point 7 i S Williame Fox's evificiam in the Knowlton
paanphlet = that it advocates © ree Love!” T this be true he ean
yuobe the puesaoe il wane the pave. T oehallenge him to do se,
He s the panphlet, yos oven he has stwdied this Bree Love
Catechisnt The preface of 0 M Besint and Me Bradlaugh
explvining theie attitnde in publihing it says (- We republish
this panphlet, honestly believing that on all guestions allecting
he bamminess of the peaple, whether they be theolosies ], political,
o sl the rallest izl free l'll;_;ll[ 1o
winbned at all bazrd=, We do not personally endorse all that

ul dlscimsion [
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D, Tnowlton says : his < Philosophical 1’roemn * secms to us full of
philosophical mistakes, and, as neither of us are doctors, we are not
prepaved to endorse his medical views, but sinee progress can only
be myule througly dizcwssion, and no discussion 1s possible where
differing opinions are suppressed, we claim the right to publish onr
opinions, so that the public, enabled to see all sides of the question,
may Lave the materials for forming a sound judgment.”  And, if
nesessary, Ioean refer to passages in the pamphlet where early
marringes ave enconraged awl 1ilicit intercourse and prostitution
denonneed. But again b ask Sir William to name the passages on
which he relies in proof of his strong statements. If he cannot,
then as a knight, as a man, he should humbly apologise to the lady
and gentleman he has slandered.

T o not enter on the question whether preventive checks are ov
are not moral.  This T know, there are now preventive checks that
are thinuing the families of the poor. Who can read * Qutcast
Loudon ' anud not acknowledge this 7 Starvation and preventive
disense are checking, and that effecinally, the inerease of the
familics of the poor.  And T Lok upowr these two checks as sad and
beartrending. I wonder if Sir William approves of poor people
bringing into the world children whe, through the poverty of their
parents, can geb no food, ner shelter sutficient to preserve life,  If
lie does not, what is his remedy? Christianity as yet has not put
an cud to poverty, or disease, or wretehedness.  And are sincere
people to be brawded as eriminals who with a noble desire to save
the poor frem wreteheduess publish a book that in their honest
opinion mway tend to doso 7

I am, &e,
Rorerr Srtovt,

TILE

UTHORSHIP OF THE “VESTIGES
O CREATION.”

A

FROM TILE ‘SCOTSMAN.'

Forty years have clapsed since the first appearance
of the “ Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation.”
The hook at once attracted attention by the brilliancy
and vigeur of 1ts style, for its lucid presentation of
scientific fact and theory, and, above all, for the
holdness with whicly it attacked the accepted theories
and conclusions of science and of theology, and
advanced hypotheses concerning the origin and develop-
went of life on the planct which, if not altogether new,
had never before been presented in so popular a form.
Immediately the bigots of science and of theology rose
up in anger, and, deep answering to deep, prenounced
on the book the greater malediction. The controversy
that for a time was fought so hotly round the book has
almost ¢ fallen dumb ;" the tide-mark of scientfic inquiry
and demonstration has risen far beyond the limits
contemplated in the * Vestiges,” and the orthodox of
our day must wonder that a work so reverent in tone
should cver have been branded as pestilent atheism,
Within the larger controversy over the doctrines and
lacts set forth in the © Vestiges 7 raged another, bearing
reference to its authorship.,  Many wild guesses were
hazarded on the subject, but the gencral drift of opinion
erave the credit of the obloquy to the late Dr. Robert
Chambers. What doubt may have lingered in the
public mind on this subject has at length been finally
set at rest. A new cedition of the * Vestiges "'—the
twelfth—is on the point of being issued by Messrs. W,
& . Chambers, and in an intreduction Mr, Alexander
Ireland, as ¢ the sole surviving depository of the secret,”
males a clean breast of the story of the origin and
publication of the work,  The guess which counected
the name of Dr. Robert Chambers with the book was
right ; he was, Mr. Ireland tells us, the sole author. It
could only, however, have been a guess or suspicion,
lor, we are informed, the secret of the authorship was
cntrusted to ne more than four persons, all of whom
loyally kept it. Three of these—the author's wife, his
brother Iy, William Chambers, and Mr, Rebert Cox,
editor of the ¢ Phrenelogical Journal'—are now dead:
and Mr. Ircland, being under no express promise to
conceal it longer, has hastened to relieve his mind of
the secrct which he has carried about with him for
forty years. Ile tells us, in the narrative which he
has prefixed to the new cdition, that up to the close of
his Iife the late Dr. Willlam Chambers was unwilling
that liis brother’s conncction with the work should be
divulged, and expressed a wish that the matter should
be ¢ allowed to lapse into oblivion,”  Mr. Ireland has
taken a different view, and most men will be of opinion
that he has judged rightly in deciding to clear away a
literary  mystery, which perhaps need never have
extsted, or al least need not have existed so long.
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWIELN TIHE
J. S, MILL AND R, PHARAZYN, OF
WANGANTT.
At the request of a number of the members of the
“ Wanganu Frecthought Association,” we publish the
following correspondence, together with such com-
mients as Mr, Pharazyn thought necessary to mike in
explanation when he read it at a lale mecting of the
Association,

He writes: The cireumstances under which 1
ventured to bring my crude tancies under the

notice of Mr, Mill were as follows: My friend Mr. S,
Revans, of the Wairarapa—one of the ablest men
it has ever been my good fortune to know—was kind
enough frequently to discuss philosophical subjedts
with me, and on oneoccasion [ made a suggestion which
he remarked would intcrest Mill (whom he had known
intimately many vears ago in connection with the
“VWestminster Review ") and said that I should write
to him on the subjed, and make use of his name 1
accordingly did so as below :—
Wellington, New Zealand, r4th April, 1860.

Sir,—Having long been a great admirer and earnest student of
your writings, and having just read your admirable ** Examination
of 8ir Wiliiam Hamilton’s Philosophy,” T trust you will excuse the
liberty I take of writing to you on a subjoct, suggested by an article
on your work (probably written by Mr. Lewes) which appears in
the January number of the  Westminster Review.” ‘The Keviewer
says in reference to your comments on Mr, dansel (with which 1
cordially agree and which exactly express the impression made
on my mind by that Bampton lecture):— On the whole it scems

to us that though Mr. All will consent to worship only a Clod of

goodness, he has thrown no light en the grave problem—frankly
stated though imperfectly solved by My Mansel—how such a
conception of Ged is to be reconciled with the extent of evil and
suffering actually prevailing throughout the carth, We are
compelled to say, respecting Alr. Mill's treatment of this subject—-
what we should not say respecting his treatment of any other—that
he has left an old perplexing problem not less perplexing than he
found it,” My own criticism was similar, and the subject is one
on which I have often thought, The conclusion at which I have
long since arrived is this: *That no proof of the existence of a
God can be given nor of the nature of his attributes, in shovt that
the question is an insolubie onc in any strictly scientific sensc.
But of course it is objected, if there is no proof of there being a
good God there may be a bad one, and so we fall back on orthe:
myths, or, at best ¥ Intuitions,” to avoid this shocking po
of belief, of the effccts of which Afrvican fetichism and Americ
psychomancy are examples and warnings,  There is something of
this argument not only in the *“ Eclipse of Ialth ™ sort of books,
but in the * Phases " of the one Newman and the © Anclogia ' of
the other, and indeed it gives a tinge to all Theistic as well
as Theovlogical reascning, and constitutes the hali-conscious
philosophy of popular religion, Now it seems to me that the real
answer to all this is not fegira! at all, but practicad, thongh in a wile
sense it is logical too, as ' is the proof of the principle of utility,”
“for questions of ultimate ends do not admit of proof, in the
ordinary acceptation of the term.”

I take my stand then upon the fact that belief has alwayvs a
reference to practice, that, tu use Mr, Bain's words, * beliel has no
meaning except in reference to our actions ” (Bain's Emotion amd
the Will, p 560 ed. of 1S54}, Now we find by ample cxperienen
that belief shonld be Based upon fucts where there wiv ficts positiva
or negative, Dot what if there are ne facts; what if theve is an
absolute void ? apt to be filled by ghests and demons, cternad
punishment, and other products of wild huagiatons and Dl
digestions. Insuch acase T say let us helieve what on the wiels
it is best for mankind to believe abont the unknown and the
unknowable, The laws of association will very soon maks this a
very strong practical religion, quite ready to admit all facts and
excluding all fictions,  The very exceptions or apparent ones to o
benevolent scheme of creation, for the rule is certainly a-y
malevolence in the physical world as wao call it —overborne by
ethical ideas for the most part due to the «aial oraamisaton,
which is improving or may be made to improve —will, s it sees
to me, keep alive the faith in infinite goodiness being somshow tie
soul of all things, and at any rate exclude any real belicf that the
devil is God.

That this is Important for the mass of manlkind most thinkers
allow, or insist, as Comte, for mstance, whose mystical scheme
for a * Religion of ITumanity " would, T think, Lo superauled by this
natural relicion, the theory of which [ have indicated above, in
vough and imperfect language, which T hope yon will regand as
conveying ideas telegram fashion from under the workl, T do not
know that this matter has ever been thus considerad ; certainly any
such theory as mine is often #wf brought 1o bear when it syt he
with effect,

I theun gave some instances, and cxpanded the
argument a little, and refersed 1o Alrv. Revans, endine
by naking some references to New Zealand politics ;
Imt T have quoted enough {o explain the reply, which
Fvow give:—

=

Avigneon, August 22, 1866,
Sir,—The great occupation of my time in the fatter part of the
session has prevented e fvomn more promptly acknowledging your
letter of April 1y, I am glad to And that & student and thinker,

'

such asyen evidently are, findsso much incommon between me aud
himself.  The anther of the article i1 the * Westminster Review
from which you quote (whao is not, as von snppose, Mr. Lewes) i3
quite right i saving that 1 have throws ne new Heht on the
difhculty of reconciting the belief in a perfectly good (God with the
actual constitution of nature. It was not my business te do so,
bt if T had given any opinion on the point, it would have been
that there is ne mode of reeonciling them, except the hypothesis
that the Creator is a Deing of linuted power.  Eitler he is uot all
powerful or he Is not good; and what T said was that neless he is
good T will not call him so, nor worship him.  The appeariances,
however, of contrivance in the universe, whatever anwomnt of
weight we attach to them, seem to point rather to a benevolent
design limited by cobstacles, than to a malevolent or tyrannical
character in the designer; and I therefore thimlk that the mind
wihich cherishes devotion to a Principle of Goodness in the
universe, leaus in the direction in which the evidence, though I
canuot think it conclusive, nevertheless points, T therefore do not
discourage this leaning, thongh I think it important that people
should know that the foundation it rests en is an hypothesis, not
an ascertained fact.  This is the principal limitation wiieh I would
apply to your position, that we should encourage oursclves to
believe, as to the unknowable, what is Lest for mankind that
we should believe,

I do nat think it can ever be best for mankind to believe what
there is not evidence of; but I think that as mankind hmprove,
they will more and more recognise two independent mental
provinces, the provines of belief, and the province of haaginative
conjecture ; that they will becom: capable of keeping these distinet,
and whils they limit their belwef to the evidence will think it
allowable to let thefr imaginative anticipations go forth, not carrying
belicf in their train, in the direction in which expericnce and the
study of human natare shows to be the most huproving to the
character amd most exaliing or consoling to the individual feckings.

I do not know cnough of New Zealand polities to cnter on that
subjeet with you. T think most people 1 England are now of
opinion that the colony sheunld have perfeet freedom to manawe lis
own aflnirs, paving the exponses of its own warse Thire s some
fear that you wifl not be just to the aborigines, but a still stronger
belief that if you are not, we cannot effectually protect them, I
hope you are not wrong in saying thal there is no disposition to be
unjust to them. IDiut if so, the New Zealand colonists are, T
belteve, the only ** Englishmen under new eonditions * who do naot

It any imnstice or tyranny whatever legiumate against what

inferior races, at least if thoze races do not implicitly

! T will Jepe Boder things Lo Now Zoaland,

but in this as in the other and greator matier my fofif will depead
on the evidenee.

I have net forgoiten Ar, Revans, o
remombrances.

whom ooy minke my

I am, sir,
Yours very sinccrely,
1. 90 Mo,
I may be penitted to

ade, tivat I and prociscly
what Me. Mill sedd, and it

s interesting Lo notice his

superior  accuracy  of  lunguage i distingnishing
between #belef ™ and #imaginative  anticipations.”

In the kst of his “Three Tesays on Religion,” that on
“CTheism,” written i 1863, he enlarges on this suljedt
i acsection entitled = General Resule, aud judgine lrom
interval evidence [ thmk my Jetter may have suggesied
it to his mind. For my own part, witlh the wider
knowledge aid decper theuglit which the lapse of
nearly twenty years necessarily brings, 1 have fonnd it
irmpossible honestly to retain even ot modicum of
faith o the supernataral which  oonginative con-
jocture ™ sunplhive, whale 1 have hucome more and more
convinced that a sound phitosophy can wuly be hasad
on positive concepticns devivad Trom cupertenee and
leading to o pwely wmoni-iic theory of the usiverse,

while the Wdeatifteation of modivi Taet e owith thoet of
nord ample scope

humianity at
for the bedolaence of howe olitey aspivations, which
react fovourably on clivenelor and wlvance ol
Banpiness, Inthe Tonyg min wleas govern the world,
Bul ther power depends upon the amonnt ol trath
they contuin, and the ulumate test ol truth
cxperience,

Ve seenis Lo tooa

15

ITENEN

A paper on the ventiladion of theatres wis Iatoly
readat e Parker Museum ol Tvgione, London,  In
some crowded theatres, the air has been said by
competent authority to be more foul than that of the
street sewers,  The intensely heated air would seein o
act like o pump, and to draw up the vitiated atinos-
phere from the dvans below  the building, The
ntreducttion of clectnic highting to some of {he
metropolitan theatres has done muel o mitizate the
cvily bul the ventilabion of public buldings  docs
nol reccive  the  altention  which s importanee
demands,
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Tinvy and duplicity and hypoorisy ave in a tyrant.

The same man can be wost resolute wul yiclding,

Hoeeive favours from frieuds without Deing either humbled by
thenuer letting thewn pass unnoticsl.

In themorning when thou visest unwillingly, let this theaght be
present ;s Iam vising to a man's work,

There are Infars in the read-—turn aside from them.
And why were such things made in the world ?

Do 1ot add,

Begin themorning by saying to thyself, I shall mect with the
Lusybody, the ungrateful, arrogant, deceitful, envious, unsocial,

Endure lahor and want little ; work with your own hauds, and
not meddle with theaifairs of others, or listen readily to slander,

A just admixture of sweetness and dignity is Decoming in the
moral character—and to he heneficent, ready to forgive, and free
from falselived.

Avold a black character, a womanish eharacter, a stubborn
character, one hestial,  childisl,
senrrilous, frawdulent, tyrannical,

Dot be o man of many words or busy about many things, but
ach like a Roman anil a ruler, who has taken his post like a man
waiting for the signal which summons Lim from life.

animal, siupid, counterfuit

Let the mimd be simple and naked, move manifest than the body
which surrounds it, g0 that the charncter may be written an the
forehend, as trucalfection reads everything in the eyes of those it
loves,

I reeeived from Severug a pelity in which there is the same law
for all, 2 polity administered with regard to equalrights aud free-
dowm of speeehy, and the idea of a kingly government which respeets
most of all the freedom of the governed,

Let thy principles Le brief and fundamental, whicl, as zoon as
thow shalt reenr to thum, will Le sufficent to cleause the soul
completely, and to send thee back free from all discontent with the
things to which thou returnest.

When aman has done thee any wrong, immediately consider
with what epinien about good or evil he has done wronyg,  For when
thou hast seun this thou wilt pity him, and wilt neither wonder nor
be angry. Itis thy duty then to pardon hini.

Iew worthless are all thesc prov people whe are engaged in
pulitivs, and, as they think, are playing the philosopher? Do not
expect Plato’s Republiv, but he content it the least thing goes
well, and consider such an event to e no small natter.

Men soek retreats for themselves, houses in the country, scashores
and wountaing ; but itis in thy power whenever theu sialt choose
to retireinto thyself  For nowhere either with more (uict or more
freedom from troubles does a man relive than into his own soul,

Suppose that men curse thee. If @ man shorld stand by a puve
spring wml curse ity the spring nevor ceases sending up wholesomy
water; aud if he should cast clay into IE or itk 16 will speadily
dispense them, and wash them out, and will not e at all polluted.

Think of thysclf not usa part merely of the world, hut as 2 wmewher
of the Qmean Dady, else thou dost not yet love men from thy
heart 5 to do goud does not delight thee for ity own sake; thou
doest 1t still barely as o thing of propriety, and not yob as doing
goud to thine own sclf.

Aswdog when he has tracked the game, as a bee when he has
made the loney, so a man when he has done a wvood act does not
eall out for ethers to come and soe, but goes on to another net as a
vine goes on e produce again

the grapes seasow. Must o man

then e ene of these, who ina manney act thns withoud obsen iy
ity Yes

What will the st violeut man do tu thee i thou ave stifl Lindly
towards Lim, and if, as opportnnity veears, thuu gently admonishest
Bimand eohn'y correctest Lis erroes at the very tite when he i
rying to do thee havn, saying, Nat so, my ehild, 3 weare made by
Nature for something else 3 1 «hall vertainly not be liarmed, but
thouart injuring thyseli v Show Lim by geatle tact and by geueral
principles that his i so, aud that even bees Jo not as he dous, nov
any animals of social natare, Thou must do alfectionately and
“without auy rancouvin thy senl; and not as if thon were lecturing
Lim, nov yeu that any bystander may admire.

1.

Despotism is not ali Conaervative,

] Tt 1s not evencin Lhwssia,
Despotisn iy e wosk corvosive, the st deleierious, e
mwst disselving of all things,—1lerzey

JROWNE ; a lecture delivered at the Music Hall,
Melbourne,  MMelbourne : W, H, TErry,

The lecturer travels over 2 wide field in identifying
Paganism with Christianity, the worship of Nature, in
her various forms and moods, with the transformed
worship of Christianity.  © The conception of the new
Man : god was evidently borrowed by his priestly
creators from the Egyptian theology, in which Horus
is represented as the son of Osiris (the Sun) and Isis
(the Earth).”  The life of Jesus as given in the Gospels
is treated as a myth, and associated with the ideas of
heathen nations. Nor are there any moral ideas in
Christianity which arc not to be found in some Pagan
writer, Buckle being quoted to the following effect :—
*« That the system of morals professed by the New
Testament contained no maxim which had not been
previously enunciated, and that scme of the most
beautiful passages thercin are quotations from Pagan
authors, is well known to every scholar: but to assert
that Christianity communicated to man meral truth
previously unknown argues on the part of the assertor
either gross ignorance or clse wilful fraud.,” Mr
Browne adds: © 1 may mention that in Acts there is a
quotation from the Greek post Eratus.  In Titus there
1s one from Epimenides, and in Corinthians one from
the Thais of Menander.” Perhaps some of the
analogics between thestars and incidents in the history
of the Christian religion, will fail to carry conviction,
The lecture on the whole gives proof of much research
and study, and many will rise from its perusal
knowing a great deal more than they ever knew before
of the origin of Christianity,

PASSION AND REASON |

Even among those earnestly devoted to human
welfare, capable of sacrifices for truth and right, much
power is misdireeted, and honest enthusiasm wasted,
because reason does not organize the method as well ag
the cause, and carnestness ends inrage, The religious
training of the world has been contrary to that of the
Happy Wartlor. It has instructed us to fight against
the evils of the world as the work of an enemy. Qur
ideal warrior faces evils as things he hasto control,
bereave of their bad influence, transmute to good; and
in great emergencies, joined with good or bad issues, he
15 happy; in the conflict, keeps the law in calmness,
Leeause it is a matter of law, of reason, and not a
personil combat,

Liurtheologies have taught that it /s a personal combat
—a great struggle between Ormuzd and Ahriman, God
and Satan, and Chuist and Antichrist.  And though an
age has arrived largely liberated from that notion,
the superstiticn that the universe is a government of
combat has moulded the brain of man, still kindles
liberal blood, and lowers the whole strugele for reform
buneath the plane where ideas can operate to an arena
wlere wills exchange blows, and the stronger will
prevails.  Itdoes not make much difference, practically
whether men aseribe the evils of the werld to fiends
iuvisible, or fiends i human shape; so fighting they
nay fght bravely, bat only in the dark,  The strugele
of one will with ancther of personality against person-
ality, generates passion; but it is a fire that consumes
judgment, whether directed against a party beneath
the earth or en it——3L. D. Conway,

A paper dealing with an outbreak ina German town
of that terrible diseasc trichinosis was recently read
before the Irench Academy of Aedicine,  More than
tlivree hudred persons were attacked with the discase,
and of these ncarly one-sixth died. It was proved
heyond question that all the victims ate the meat
absolutely raw, it being the custom to chop it fine, and
sproad it like Dutter on slices of bread. One family
which consumed some of the swne meat, in the form of
cooked sansages, exhibited no trace of the discase. 1t
was found that doses of alcohiol were most beneficial
1 treating the complaint,
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AT A BROTHER'S GRAVLE,

HON, ERON. C. INGERSOLL, DIED AT WASHINGTON,
JULY 2ND, 1570,

BY COL. INGERSOLL,

My Frienps: T am going to do that which the dead
cften promised he would do for me. The loved and
living brother, husband, father, friend, died where man-
hood’s morning almost touches noon, and while the
shadows still were falling toward the west. He had
not passed on life’s highway the stone that marks the
highest point, but bemg weary for a moment he lay
down by the wayside, and, using his burden for a pillow,
fell into that dreamless sleep that kisses down his eye-
lids still, While yet in love with life and raptured with
the world, he passed to silence and pathetic dust.  Yet,
after all, it may be best, just in the happiest, sunnicst
hour of all the voyage, while cager winds are kissing
every sail, to dash against the unscen rock, and in
an instant hear the billows roar—a sunken ship. Tor,
whether in mid-sca or among the breakers of the farther
shore, a wreck must mark at last the end of each and
all.  And every life, no matter if its very hour is rich
with love, and every moment jewelled with a joy, will
at its close, become a tragedy, as sad, and deep,
and dark as can be woven of the warp and woof of
mystery and death, This brave and tender man in
every storm of life was oak aud rock, but in the
sunshine he was vine and flower, He was the friend
of all heroic souls, He climbed the heights and leftall
superstitions far below, while on his forchead fell the
golden dawnings of a grander day. He loved the
beautiful, and was with colour, form and music touched
totears. He sidedwith the weak and with a willing hand
gave alms; with loyalheart and with the purest mind he
faithfully discharged all public trust., e was a wor-
shipper of liberty and a friend of the oppressed. A
thousand times I have heard him quote the words: “ Ior
justice all place a temple, and all scason summer.”
He believed that happiness was the only good, reason
the only torch, justice the only worshipper, humanity
the only religion, and love the only priest,

He added to the sum of human joy; and were every
one for whom he did some loving service to bring a
blossom to his grave, he would sleep to night beneath a
wilderness of flowers. Life is a narrow vale between
the cold and barren peaks of two cternitics.  Weslrive
in vain to look beyond the heights. We cry aloud,
and the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry.
Irom the voiceless lips of the urreplying dead there
comes no word; but in the night of death hope sces a
star, and listening love hears the rustle of a wing, e
who sleeps here, when dying, mistuking the approach
of death for the return of health, whispered with his
latest breath, “Iam Dbetter now.” Let us believe
in spite of doubts and dogmas and fears and tears, that
these dear words aretrue of allthe countless dead,  And
now, to you, who have been chosen from among the
many men heloved te do the last sad office fur the dead,
we give his sacred dust. Speech cannot contain our
love. There was—there is—no gentler, strouger, man-
licr man.

ADDRIESS TO CHRISTIANS,

Why do you prefer the collection of books com-
mencing with Genesis and ending with Revolation to
the books called Chou-King-Ta-hio and Lun-yu?  In
plain terms, why do yvou prefer therveilex of the barbarous
Hebrews to the higher cultivation of the Clilnese ' You
may tell me that your Dible 1s the oldest boole in the
world; but you have nothing of real evidence, in favour
even of the Qld Testament, carlier than Tozra, or about
450 years before the Christian era; while the baok
Chou-King was compiled by Confucius at least 100
years carlier, from decuments claiming an extremely
high antiquity amongst written records, Pauthicr says
that the documents utilised in the Chou-King are the
most ancient the world kuows, Depicling a civilisation
dating back 2,600 vears before Christ, you have the
Chinese aumthor deabing with astronomy s a sciviiee s

anticipating in some degree medern meteorology, and

marking the universe as open for study: while your
beok of Genesis affirms, arbitrarily, statements which
science has since flatly contradicted, but which for
centures rendered the progress of European science
difficult, because its teachings vere always in hostility
te erthodox Christianity, Chapter three of Chou-King
says: “ Virtue is the foundation for a good government,
Such a government should first scek to enable the
people to procurc the means of sustenance—viz., water,
fire, metals, wood, lands, and corn, It is necessary
to think how to render the peeple virtuous, and to utilise
for them these possessions.” \What have you like this
in Genesis?

Wiy do you teach Genesis to your children in
schools 7 Why not Chou-King?  Genesis is IHebrew
now, but its ongin is unknown,  Chou-King is Chinese:
why has the one a preference with you over the other ?

The sume chapter of Chon-King says: “When it is
necessary to punish, the penalty ought not to extend
from the fathers to the children”  Your IHchrew book
Deuteronomy says: « I'the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon ihe
children unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me."  Which is the more humane, the Chinese
or the Hebrew? If it be said that the passage in
Deuteronotny does not refer to an actual punishment to
be inflicted by Gaoil, but only to the hereditary trans-
mission of health or discase, the reply is that Deutero-
nomy pretends the punishment to be the direet act of
Deny.

The fourth chapter of Chou-King recommends that
only wise men should be chosen as public functionaries,
and defines as a wise man one who knows how to
combine enjoyment with restraint, firmness with
honesty, gravity with frankness, deference with great
talents, straichtforwardoess  and  exactitude  with
mildness, wit with geutleness, and power with cquity.
Chou-King declares that a gencrous and benevolent
prince, having men of this character for ministers, will
make himself loved by his people. Have you anything
like this in the carly part of 1Iebrew kings, as given in
the fist dozen books of the Bible?  Yet you compel
your children to read this Hebrew Lock, and you do
not teach them Chou-King.

The Confucian books are none of them perfect, No
Looks are.  They are the cchocs of the ages ont of which
they spring; more or less cocurate according to the
ability or honesty of the writer whose pen trausmits us
this echo of the past,

Men once clalmed infallibility for the Dible; now
they abaudon its chronology, aud admit that its Judaic
cuachients arc inappropriate to modern requircments,
Yot your children have te read it in schoeols without
quadification, und commence by acequiring ideas which
arc ulierly inaccurcte ideas respecting the tests they
read. What advantage can there be in teaching your
little givls to read the story of the visit of the angels Lo
Sodem, of Lot and his daughters, of Judah and Tamar,
or of Amnon and Tamar? The Bille has many parts
worth examining ; but, as a whole, it as much belongs
to vesterday as do the Antiquitics of Joscphus,  IZven
if more modern i date, it0s less huwmnne [oospirit than
the Thad, full ns 1s the expression in this of the ferocity
of the war-loving Greele,  [tis net all false, but its early
geagraphy 1s childishly incorreet, its chronology 1y
anworthy serious refutation, its astronomy wouald do
sredit to Munchausen, nud its history, prior to Solomon,
but a complication of vomanes, ranarkable chiclly for
its brutality of «detail,

CUARLES BRADLAUGH.

AL Leo. Lippano, who was eonsal for the Grand Duchy
of Luxewburg at Asuslordiom, has Tefu his gallery of pictures,
wnid to be wortl SU0,000 franes, tothe town of Taxemburg.
The begquest will not take efivet until the death of Aldine
Lippanu.

Miss Tlelen Tayior, stepadanghter of Jolin Sttt 3l
1w to write his blogimphy for the series kuown as © Enelish
. " (=1 1 v el
I'lulosopliers,

Cavdinal Aauning Tately heeane T tvough fasting.
physicing inststed upon his taking
e Is recovering,

Tia

more nodvishment, and



« CITRISTTAN SOCIALISALY

The * Methodist? the officiad wrgan of the Englis!
Wesleyans containg a report of a public meeting held
at Excter Hall on the svd. of April ast, j.ord
Shalteshury being in the chair, to discuss the proper
attitude of Tebigious bodics towards the condition of the
London eulcast poor.  Ad this mecting the Proshy-
terfans, Wesleyans, Daptists, and Independents (or
Congregationalists), were represented by some of their
leading ministers and laymen, and several very stuiking
speeches were delivered.  As an illustration of the
extent to which hiberalism in political opinions, based
upon orthodox Christian prineiples, has spread anmoengst
ministers of religion, we give a portion of an address
delivered by the Reve Hugh Price Hughes, M. Al
{Oxford), a leading Wesleyan,, Mr. [oghes, alter
saying that although sins ‘such as drink, lust, and
laziness  were  the pavents of a great deal of
misery, asked :—% Was all poverty due to these
causcs 7 \Was not society largely to biame for much
of it?  And ifsociety, then the chureh, which had been
for 1000 years supreme in this country: 7 Many of them
detested the dec/rins promuleated by Henry George,
but his fecfs were incontestable,  The poor had been
vrowing poorer as the rich had grawn richer. Let
hima quete an autherity whose word would be accepted
throughout the world-—the great Prime Minister of
England. Br. Gladstone said in the House of
Commons {ifty years ago, < One of the saddest features
of the social condition of the country 1s the fact that
the constant incicase in the wealth of the upper classes
is accompanicd by a decrease in the power of consump-
tion on the part of the people, and by greater privation
and suflering on the part of the poors And in 863 he
said, I'rom 1842 to 1853 the incame subject to taxation
of this couniry incrcased by 6 per cent, and this
prodigious increase of wealth has taken place cotirely
Lo the advantage of the propertied classes.” And in
1572 Profsssor Faweett said that < the struggles of the
working man against waot were exeiting a profound
hostdity to the fundamental principles upon which
socicty was baseil. Production increased beyond all
hopes, yeb the day scemed as remote as ever when the
worliman  should have his falr share of the profils”
LTor Lwenty years, he (the speaker) had bean oppressed
by this fact. In wvain did Mabthus come to him and
assert that for the poor man theve was no place at the
banquet of life.  Tn vain Jdid Darvwin tell him that in
the pitiless strugele for exisience the weak must go lo
the wali, aud the Devil take the hindmost. The
Christian  principle—-the  Gospel principle —knew
nathing of privileged clusses, ol sacrilicing the masses
of the people to scenre culture, power, and fane lor te
feow, The Bible Tudd down a very revolutionary law
for the idle—* He that will nol work, ncither let him
cat,’ and, in any truly Christian community, the man
who neither toiled with his hapds, nor span with hils
brain, would have a very hard time of ite (iere the
Toarl of Shaficshary interposcd with, © We cannot have
these questions discussad herey,” but was et with
shouts of *Go on’ from all parts of the Tall, and Mr,
Fluehes, an resuming, was grecled with tremendous
cheers))  Te said that he eonsidered himsell in order
in discussing what e deomad to be the causes of
existing poverty.  Lives was declued fnthe Gospel to
e cotdemnes] because nothins betler could be saud of
hiw than that ¢ he was clothed in purple and e linen
and fared swnptuoushy every duy.”  James Nasmylh,
the enyineer, was once cxamined by a Conmittee of the
P louse of Commons on the question of pauperism, and
stated  that by reason of competition he had been
compelled to replace many of the men i his works by
approntices. When askad what beeane of these e,
Jie said - and the speaker dicd not Dlone him, for he
was quite in accordance with theold pelitical ceconomy—-
<1 do not know; | leave that to the operation of nutural
laws. Wonld the Carpenier of Nawarcth have said
that 2 lle doubted it.  (Ilear, hear) ‘That was the
political economy of the time, which taueht {that
demand and supply and the competition of starving men
Lept wages ab the v bt el T dos

' 1 H . 1 |
[INES N IR IS T L

demand aind supply were controlied in the middle ages
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! by guilds and beneficent custom.  The workman was
then the capitalist, Now machinery had destroyed the
| capitalist labourer, and made the vast masses of the
: puuplu fuctu wage-cuiner's, Aud law had done nothing
to modity this.  In the same way the feudal rights of
thie peasant—such as free pasturage, wood {rom the
nearest forest for house building and fuel, and garden
gronund—had  been destroyed  without replacement.
The new political economists contended that just and
benelicent laws must take the place of the old guilds
amd customs.  Dolitical cconomy must become an
ethical science.  Ricardo and Mill were now discredited
in the great seats of learning on the Continent, and even
at Oxftord and Cambridge a new school was arising
which brought the old dogmas to the impartial test of
history. Christian cffort had been too cxclusively
Individual in its modes of action. It was time to save
society ! The great need of our time was Christian

l youwig lady should faint,
i France, Spain, laly, Germany, and Russia it absorbed

socialism!  The awlul word had been uttered; and
. every man's hair should now stand on end, and cvery
(Laughter and cheers)) In

attentionand overshadowed everything else. Especially
in Germany had it developed itself. There were five dis-
tinet socialisiic movementsin that country—Atheistical
and Anarchial Secialisin, a Conservative socialism repre-
sented by Prince Bismarck — (laughter) —a Roman
Catholic Socialisni which inBavaria had 3c0,000 priests
and 100,000 worldng men, an Evangelical Secialism, and
an Academical Socialism, Only one of these movements
called itself atheistic, (Cheers.} The noble chairman
was himself one of the most revolutionary Socialists
that ever lived. (‘Hear hear,’ and laughter.) The
abolition of the Factory Act, with which his name
weould ever be associated, was pure secialism. Poor-
law legislation was not only socialistic, but communistic.
So the Irish Land Acts, the Education Acts, the
Liability of Employer's Acts, and the Sunday Closing
of T'ublic - houses were simply socialisma,  (Hear,
hear)  Such socialism was the result of Christianity.
A Permissive Dillist was a Socialist of the deepest dye.
(Laughter.) Why where the masses alicnated from the
Church ?  liccause Christians had neglected their
sacinl intcrests. Count Cavour, that far - sighted
ltalian statesman, predicted many years ago that Rome,
despairing of the allinnce of monarchies and despotism
would ally itsclf with Socialisim, and the day had come.
Tt was significant to him in that connection that when
Joseph Arch took up the cause of the peasants, Cardinal
aanning was the only well-known minister of religion
who stood beside him on that platiorm.  The Church
which devoted itself bravely to bettering the social, as
well as spivitual, lile of the working classes would
beeonie the Church of the working classes,  But it
would be infinitely better if they all took it up tegether.
(Applausc.)  Why should they allow Roman Catholics
and atheists to anticipate them ? Let thelr ministers
study the question {nall its phases.  They had fought
the battle of the middle classes for free-trade; let them
now fight the battle of the working men for a fair wage.
lic solemindy called upeon all the Churches of Christ to
do their long-neglected duty in acting for the social
welfare of mankind, and so to bring back the alienated
masses to the brotherhood of Cluist. (Loud and
! prolonged applause.)”

Toil, fecl, think, hope. A man 15 sure to drean
cnough betore he dies without making any arrangements
for the purpose.—5Sterling,

All men have the same rights, and one right that
every man shoulld have 1s to associale with con-
cenial people.  There are thousands of good nien whose
desires 1 do not covet. They may be stupid, or they
may be stupid only in the direction in which T am
interested, amd may be excedingly intelligent as o
mattars about which 1 care nothing,  In cither case
they are nol congenial,  They have the night to scicct
congenial company; so have 1. And while distinctions
are thus wade, they arenot cruch; they are not heartless.
They are for the good of all concerned, spring naturally
Senn e circonastances, and are consistent with the
ighest plilanthropy.~—Col. Ingersolt.
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BLOA. ADAMS,

WooLESALE AND Huratn Duearen, Tarvow,
AND DHESSMAKEL.
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JAMES THAIN & 0.,
Il{ﬂN & MALRDWATE MERCIHANTS,

Tarories ol —
Ameriean Goods, Agricultarn Tmploments,
BDrushware, Lawmpware, Paionts, Oiis, &

Liveused Dealers under Arvms Acl.

VicroRlA AVENUE,
Tavro Quay, axn Sr JLGLL STREFT,

WANGANTUL

ACCTIONEER & NToid SALESMAY,
WANGANUI AND HAWERA,

Agent for Wellington steamers —HUILA and
TUL
s Sorthern 8.8, Co’s steamers—

BOWENA and MawwGRIEGOR,

VICTOLIA AVENUL.

ENCOURAGE NEW ZEALAXND
INDUSTRITS,

rinils NeEw ZEALAND CLOTHING
i

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 Landds,
e TWENTY-THREE BRANCHES!

now opened in New Zealand,

Vancaxcr Praved
CURNER VICTORIA AVENUR
AND RIDGWAY STRLLT.

o

v AHLEYELD

W,

Mavaarn,

H. NETTLLSILP,
{Late King & o),
}’,E' ANUFACTURING JREWRLLER,

roLn AND SILvER S,
Electro-plater and Cilder. Xasonic Jeweller
and Medalist.

VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANCT,

GEORGE CALMAX,
FI5EA MERUVITANT  AND GENERAL

PROVISION  DiZALER.

VICTORIA AVIENUL

Waveasvr

SILARPE,
"[[.-\\'ING left the Covner, lLas ronoved
to New Promises next Iauk of New South
Wales, Wanisumid, where Tre will he Tanpy

to meet vll his customers in futare,

:}?REEMA_\' R, JAUKSOX, :

TON  FEFRRY,

[ 1CENSYD
A

RESIDENCE ¢

VIicTUALLBER

OCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

WANGANTL

JOHN EKEENNEDY,
—['_IU']'I’,LI\'Ii]il‘]i[t AND GENDRAL

STORERFIPEL,

K LI NXNTFEDY'S,
J. W McDURE,
CCOACIEBUTLDER  AND TMPORTRL,
WANGANLTL

I

bty

B]CIN(: a thorongh, practical tradesman,
l:;i\'ing a full stafl’ of first-closs mechanios,
and using only the best materinly, eustomers
cau rely on getting Sonnd, Reliable Work,

with a ¥uperier Finish.

5. AMANRON,
G,ENERAL STGCREKELEPET,
VECTATMED Laxm,

A N G A XN

W v 1,

{(And st Murimoto))

W, SPRIGOENS,
I}( WOT AXD QIO MANUFACTURER,
>

Vicroniay Avesvy, Wavoaxvr,

Towporter of every des viption of Ladicy’,
Gents’, and Children's Boots and Shoes,

NONALD  TTORA,
G;\I‘,I.\'E'I,‘-MAI{I-‘.R & UPMTTIOLSTERTT,

Tavrro Quay, Waxoastrn

A large stock of

ST CARPETS AND FURNITURE =4

OF EVEEY DUESCRITTION

ALWAYS ON 1LAXND
JTAMES  LATRED

TTAS mach plessure in announcing to
Cowntry Settlers that his NEW SERDS,
suttable for the reason, ave now to hand in
fine condition—eomprising Tunip, Rupe,
Mustard, Crass Seed, &e. AU sceds care-
fully packed and forwarded tist oppor-
Price Tists =ent free, and every

fnfurmation un application,

JAGTEN
Wiranswne v

EATRD,
I, Sk,

Tanpe Quay, Wangunul.

‘i T PRESERVE, WHITEN & BEAUTIEY

cilicactons,

THiS TEETH,

T,cast v A

AND COo.'8
CARBOLISED RiuSE TOOTH TOVWDER,

To be had of all Drugeists & Patent Medicine
Vendors thronghout the distriet,

Me Loasey's Toorit Powpkn—the receips
for which 1 have seen, Is both pleasans and
It is especially useful in cases
of tender cums.

(Signed) MHeveenr Rawsoy,
Drentist,
Wellington Terrace, Nov. 12, 1853,
LOASBY & CO.,
AXD 1 Erarn MANUFPACTURING
Honamarariue CurntisTs,
Vieroria Avesce, Wasgastrn

A M.
WHoLERALE

KOIIN DROS,
I)]‘A\(JTI CAL WATCHMAKERS,
JEMWELLERS, & SILVERSMITHS,
WANGANUL

A Large and Varied Assortment of Watches,
Clocks, Jewellery, and Llectro-plate,
PRIZE TROTPHIES & PRESENTATION
TLATE
Manufactured and Engraved to Order oa
the Shortest Notice !

Gowl Stovk of Spectacles, &, Ilye-glasses

to suit all sichts.

EDWIN J. RING,
FiSLACIHIER of Planoforte, Vielin, Corno-
pean, ¢t Musie provided for BaLis,
Iarries, Vioxics, BT, in fown or country.
DLLASNS Ol STRING BANDS,
1. T King & Sens’ unrivalled Quadrille Band,
Avapeay oy Muesie:
S HILL STRERTD, WANCANTUIL

GLEORGE

FINGELR,
rj:h\IL(_‘: i, CLOTHIFR, & OUTFITTER,
Vicronrta AVEXNTUEL
WANGANTIL
SUITs (OF GO0D ATATERIAL)Y MADE
T ORDER AT THE LOWEST PRICE,

fis™

FIT GUARANTEED.

WILLIAM MITUCHELL,
(’1.\1{'I‘ii|{ & FORWARDING AGLEXNT,

Sr. Inen Srener, WaNeaNtL

Country Orders promptly attended to,

AN GRAITAN,
I);.‘U.\n:}:n, GASPLTTER, TINSMITL,

Jore,, Rre.
Rrnoway Srieer,

WanaaN,

Privtod o ot T Tied e AD 1Y WWHESS D G Diis Eanton
P W Vo terie Avenng, Wiiganu, New
Aealiand, Judvr, 1834,
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