THE TFREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

SPIRITUALISM,

By an AcnosTic.

I have no doubt you see the ‘Iaberal,” a weekly
paper published in Sydney. The last three or four
numbers contain an account of certain “ appearances ”
said to have been witnessed by ten or twelve iadies
and gentlemen, who have appended their names.  The
appearances (?) are so marvellous, and the good faith
of the witnesses seems to be so genuine, that I wonder
you have not taken any notice of the occurrence in
yvour journal. Anything of thc same kind that we
read of having cccurred in the States we should not
take much heed of, but when those alleged miracles, or
perhaps natural phenomena, are witnessed at our own
doors, it behoves Materialists and Agnostics to give
them an anxious inquiry. Either these appearances
are true or false,. What I mean by true is, that they
appear without the aid of jugglery, optical 11111510119. or
any collusion, The statements made by those ladies
and gentlemen ignore all these, Well, what are we
to do who are looking after truth? \We are told that
some time after Miss Wood—who is described as a
medium—had taken a seat in a small room, examined
her audience to see that she had po #spirits " about
her, and when the lights were turned down, several
female figures appearced, spoke, rang bells, scatterad
lolly-pops, and indulged m many anti-spiritual antics,
but which were accepted by the audience as messages
from the other world, brought to them by some of their
dead relations. Now, Mr. Editer, and you, his readers,
if you can throw any light on this mystery you will
oblige. Are those ten or twelve ladies and gentlemen
sane or insanec ?  Are we who boast of an age of
common sense to be fools or cynics 7 Isit pessible that
those ladies and gentlemen saw anything unnatural?
Many things happcn on this earth that we canaot give
an explanation for, but this gross impostme, or
eternal truth—{for everything that happens 1s eternal
—should admit of explanation. The numerous
testimoenials given by thousands of people that they
have scen or felt other than matter, staggers the
Materialist or Agnostic. If Spiritualism has any
claim on our senses by evidence given to our senses,
let us embrace it.  We want nothing but “ truth ;" be
it ever so antagonistic to our feelings, the truth will
prevail, It seems to be such an easy matter to
establish or condemn this phantom or reality, that
meets our gaze in every Spiritnalistic publication. If
humbug which can be easily exposed, let us expose it ;
if truth, let us throw Materialism and all its train of
progress to the winds, and be not like so many children
and believe a thing because they are told te do so.
Baal is the Leord, let us worship Baal; but if the
Lord is the Lord, let us worship Him.
your readers will give these remarks their carnest
consideration, Do not jump at a conclusion and say
it 1s all humbug. Remember that thousands of men
and women tell a different story. Try and devise some

means to successfully expese this 1884 phantom, or |

proclaim its reality. It will then be known shether
this is truth cr falschood by those who arc privileged
to investigate the matter pradically., TFrom the
circumstance that the inquiry at present discussed tock
place at the house of Mr. W. Bucknell, a gentleman
well known 1o Syduey, whose very namce stamps
honesty on any DIOCLLd ngshe may engage in, cautions
us to mquive respectfully mto t}‘c following LOn(iLlI‘a .
account of what toc:l\ place:—"Ina short time—Iin o
light sufficient to distinguish—a small figure covered
with white drapery came out.  The figure spoke, said,
poor ‘pocha’is tired, rang a bell, tock up a doll, &c.
Shortly another tall figurc appeared, took up a pencil,
and wrote Li/?ic, &c.  Another figure wrote on a
paper, all in view of the undersigned: * A friend toall;
o on in your good work. %Wncd—‘ Martha! The
swall one then appeared, Lifted o small table, &e and
then gradually faded away ((l(‘nldt(_lhlll":(.d) before our
eyes, the others retiving behind the curtain, Signed—
A, \\ jucknell, Geo. \V qght, Henry Miller, Therea
Livi, Tred, T;mun, A Fucku‘, James Draum, 150 ],
Tuecker, L. Crocker, S. G, Gale, Geo, W—, Ty, Gale”
Greymouth, May, 1884.
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NAMES OF FREETHINKERS IN THE
FOR JUXNE,
. Monday— Guiseppe Garibaldi, dicd, 1982,
Wednesday—Adam Sinith, born, 1723.
6. Friday --Corneille, horn, 1G06.

CALENDAR
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1. Wednesday- -Roger Bueon, died, 1204,
12, Thmschg—][aun 't \I’utmnu l)mn 1502,
14, fﬂtludn}—(t Ll()p’llll] died, 1837

18, Thuraday—Paseal, born, 1623,

200 Ivuday—-Bishop ( ulrnso, died, 1883,

21, Saturday -- AL Colling, born, 1676.

RRS \und‘l) J. Mazzini, boru, 1503.

26, Lhmsd'ly—- Armand ]3.111;01 died, 1570,
27, riday—Harrict \hrtmmu dlc(l 1876,

29, Suwday—Lossean, born, 1;17

N OW PUBLTISHE
And in the hands of the Booksellers,

ITIRIT OR MATTER- Aw Faquiry into the Causes of
k Life awd Orcanisation.”

A Lesture dolivered before the AUCKLAND BATIONALISTIC
ASSOCIATION by Arcun, Castperly, anthor of © Pictures of the
Unknown God,” ©* Jesus who is callod Clirist,™ and ¥ The Kingdom
of Heaven.”

PRICE~SIXDPENCE,
Pullished by A, Camphell, Pookscller, Avekland.
JARRIER
:b RTIE!>

DIXON

ALV

KNAPDP,

GENDERAL SAMNITID,

STREET (NEAR WILLIS STRELT},

WELLING LO\

Mcctmg of tllc

members of the Anckland

l_X—T a Geeneral
Rationalistie Assouiation, n vote of thanks was passed to Borw

Pexere for the gilt of o maunber of wseful pamphlets.

W. O, DEXXES, Houn, Sce,

JACATION,

I’(I\L IREE l)\ \]l

ATALOGUE of Books just palilished, embracing General,
Usceiul, seientifie, Belivious, Ratfonalistic, and Spiritualistic

C

Literature.
J O s P H PRATTHWALTL,
BOOKSELLLR,
DU XN EDTITIN.
J0OKS on Freethonght, Spiritualism, Mesmerism, Phrenology,
) Physiology, Hydvopathy, Cheamopathy, Susal Seience, and
advanced Jisevature yenerally, imported and on sale by
W, H., TEXKRY,
“Harbinger of Light " Office, §% Russell Strect,
MELBOURNL,
SEND TOR CATALOGUES,
\\ AL ]{. WEST,
IIAIR DRESSER AND TOBACCONIST,.
BATHING  ROOMS,

On Sale—Toys and Fancy Goods ; Fire-works and Five-arms of all
Deseriptions,

At the old stand--BRIDGE 8T., NELSON, N7

Acent for Ine Frertnovonr Review,

T CORRESPONDENTS,

Tlex.—We think the evidence 1v favour of Sir Philip Franeis
being Junius is overwhelmivg, and that the claims for Paine or
Burke are extravagant in the hivhest desree,  Paine’s style,
though strone and clear, lacks the neademic polish of Juning, Nor
had hie the opportunitics of lwformation,  Burke, who was the
essence of truthfuluess, distinetly donied the authership,

Creda,——We have no space for suel topies as the Fen Lost Tribes
anel “* their deseendants the Fnghish.”  Desides, life Is too short to
waste any part of it in seriously diseussing the absunl.

N The vedson d'etee of the Jonview 1s not £ estallish half-
way houses, ewsy resting staves, for minds in oo stare of transition,
We should uuu\lchl sl ll A course innuoval if cousciously pursited,

We rerret having to omit veports of Auckland, Wy l\u](-_\, and
Wostville .\L-uumulms as they were reecived too I:Ltc for ingertion
1 this issne,

We wohd agnin remind eovvespondents that all communications
must be in the 1Nditor’s hands not later than the 24l of cach
month, in order to eusure lusertion in the following number,




