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to resolutions were passed. and the Sccretary was instructed to
communicate the decision of the Association to the Ceuncil,
The bour of our meeting has been changed from 7,30 to 7 p.m,
during the winter months.
Yours faithfully,

J. ]. BuckrirLy,
Sceretary,

MI ROBERT STOUT AT THRE FREETHQUGHT
ITALL, WELLINGTON,

(New Zealand Times, Muay 22)

Last night Mr. Robert Stout, of Dunedin, delivered an
address at the Freethought Iall on  the subject of
“ Frecthought.”  The address was announced as an auswer
to that delivered by Siv William Fox at the Athenmum on
Thursday lust. There was a cvowded audience, and the
chair was occupied by Mr. J. Roberlson, who briefly
intreduecd the speaker, alluding to lim as the accredited
Lead of the New Zealand Freethought Association.

Mr. Stout began by saying that, twenty years ago, to
have ealled oneself a Freethinker would have been to comnt
reproach.  DBut this reproach was fast clanging ; and they
fid the authority of Sir William Fox, at anyrate, for
saying that 3¢ was an atbractive thing to be a Freethinker.
Sir William Fox had not approached the question of the
trath or fulschood of Christiunity by pointing out the
arguments in its favour; but the mest of the lecture was
taken up by a personal attack on certain persons who are
not Chistians. It was strange that instead of looking at
the lives of Freethinkers of the day, he went back to the
cighteenth century, and discussed the lives of men of that
dite who held the same opinions, e did not think that
Sir William Fox could have read Voltaire's life, by Parton,
which showed that he was a better man than threo-fourths of
the Cliristians in the country in which he lived. Tlhe question
of character should not be introduced into the discussion of
(uecstions of religious belief, e went on to speak of the
conduct of Christiuns in the age in which Voltaire Hved,
and instaneed the way in which Quukers in New England
Lad been treated by the Puritans of Fngland,  Having
vefeered to Scotland in the end of the seventeenth centiry,
where persons had been persecuted and condemned to death
in consequence of not being uble to belicve in the
authenticity of the Pentateuch, nor in the doctrine of the
Trinity, he instanced eases of similar persecutions in
France.  Bpeaking of Diderot, he said Lie wished cach one
i the colony wus equal to Diderot, and spoke in culogistic
terms of the value of his Eneyclopaedia, which Te had
written for the beuefit of his race. It was condemuned ag
being full of atheisny, &e., but it was not so. It was true
that he afterwards becune an atheist, but bis life was
far move noble in its meral example than nine tenths of the
churchen of lis day.  Going on to refer to Sir Willinm
Fox’s reference to Charles Bradiaugh and Aunie Besant, he
saied that the statzment e had wade was false and untrue,
as neither of them had advoeated free love. And Sir
William Fox, should, as a Christi, apologise for the
slander heaped on their heads, e would like to
why Sir William Fox passed over the livey of the
wetl-known Freethinkers of the present day,  Sowme of the
most eminent men of seience in all nations of the world
were men who could not helieve the populur creeds of the
day,  Sir Willlam  Fox told them that the Jrenal
Revolution was bloody in conscrquence of its leadors being
Frecthinkers.  Now, Robespierre was a theist, and yeb lie
would not be justified in saying that theism was the cause
of the Revolution. The real cause of the Revolution wus
degradation of the lower clusses.  The Christians had full
power over France for centuries, and at the end of that
time came—the French Revolution. Toucliing the civil
wars tr America. and in England, he referred to the fact
that more people fell in cither of these than in the French
Revolution, und yet those were Clvistian wars—there were
no Freethinkers in those days.  He alluded to the argument
used by Siv William Fox that it wns the Christinng who
had abolished the slave trade. Now he would like to axk
who began stuvery T Tt wag established by Christians, and
was defended by the Bible, and was eventually defended
in the House of Lords by the bishops.  Te maintained that
Thomas Paine’s « Rights of Man” did more to abolish
slavery than anytling ever written or spoken by {ristians.
The leaders in the abolitionist movement in  America
were all mwen who had, according to Sir William Fox,

know
many

. outbreal,

“seads of n fital disease.”  1le instanced Theodore Tarker,
Wendell Phillips, and Tarviet Martinewn,  Kven Abrabinm
Lincoln, who sizned the emancipation, had a2 good many
seeds of this futal “ disense.” Another argument in favour of
Christianity was the elevation of wonzan, It was nonsense to
talk in this way, for the clevation of woman hud como about
by the advance of the human race. Then ns to the argument
that Christianity save us hospitals and asylums.,  Now,
there was not mneh Christianity in China, and yet parents
were more cared for by their childven in China than in

Wellington.  Hospitals and asylums were the vesult
of the progress of the howan race, and  why
should  not  8ir  William  Fox say  that  frec-
thought was a product of Clristianity I—for 1he one was

Just as mneh A resnlt  of Christinnity as the other,
Christianity had, lhowever, produced ‘many things which
were not guite so benelieial as hospitals. e was not
aware, for instance, that there were inguisitions lefore
Christianity was introduced, nor bonfives of human flesh,
Passing on to refer to the effects of Cliristianity on savages,
as alhwded to by Siv W, TFox, Mr Stont said ot i trae
recthinker—a man who loved s fellows, aind  who
thought that every man had his vizhts —would nol have
treated the Maoris as they Lad been trenied. A man who
followed the teacking of Christ wonld not, at a teying time
of the colony’s Listory, have gonc up and down the West
Coast asking the settlers to avm beeause e feared n Maori
He wondered whether Sir W, Fox knew who
did that. Towards the end of lis lecture, Sir W, Fox said
thut he had been troubled with doubts, but that they hud
been solved by study of the Bible.,  He was glad to lear it,
but that did not give him the right to throw stones at those
whose doubts could not be sebtled in the sume way,
What the Freethought Association maintained was $hat
they had a right to come to the consideration of any
question without anyone having the right to say that they
were right or wrong, ‘Truc freedon of thought was grant-
ing permission to otlers to do what we think is wrong.
With regard 1o the bible, Mr. Stout said no one conld
dispute that there were noble, bewutitnl, waned moml thinus
init, but there were slso some things which wonllie impure,
were we to beliove them true, Touching briefly on the
question of the inspivition of e bible, and the wmoral
lessons that it was said to teach, he asked was there no
morulity, kindness, or charity, before the Christian crm?
Morality wus part of human nalure, and would progress ag
the race progvessed.  With regard to miracles, aud Sir W,
Fox's statcment that man coulid suspend natural Iaws, he
characterised it as nensense, and said that the belief in
miracles was dying out ng the intelligence of man inereased,
Just as the belief in witeheraft had dicd out.  1In conclusion,
Mr. Stout compared the teaching of Freethought and
Christianity.  1le said if the human race were tanght the
gospel of good physical, moral, and iutellectual healtl,
that the race would be placed on a much Ligher platform.
He recognised that Christianity had done much zoed in the
past, as had other religions; but there would he a far
higher religion—the religion of the future, when nen
would have knowledue instesd of fuith, and when they
would sec that it was theiv duly so to aet that their acbion
might be, as « great Freethinker had sald, “the law of
humanity.”

Ble. Stout’s leebure was lisioned 4o with greab intevesl,
and was mueh applanded. At the conelusion a vole of
thanks was aecordud to the leetwrer, o the wotion of My
Gotelr, scconded by Mr Kelly, and the proceedings closed
with a similar eivility to the ehair.

God was my first, Reason niy second, Man my third and
last thought, ~ Man alone is, and shall be, our God.  Outside
Man there is no salvation, — Fuurrnac,

The Holy Ghost is our reason and our undorstanding, -
Musrtzik.

Mind, and tle totality of the living aclive nerve-—centres
of an animal or human existenee ue for the unfetieril
natural investigator perfeetly identical concoptions. Ouniside
the nerve centres there is no mind.—Bronw,

The chureh says the sarth is Hat; hul 1 hiave scen 1 shadow

on the woon, and T Luve wmore confidence even in a shadow
than in the Chureh.-—Macrnnay.

In practice ull men are

Atlheists; they deny theiv taith Ly
their acts,—FruERBACLL



