
THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW. 5

An instance of poisoning from eating tinned mutton is
reported from Glasgow. Of those who had partaken of it
two boys died; while several other persons were attacked
with violentvomiting and purging, but recovered. It is not
probable that in this case, says the Lancet, the tin had much
to do with the result. The salts of lead, such as might be
formed by the action of putrescent animal matter, of the ni-
trates, derived from it, or of salt, are capable, no doubt, of
producing the symptoms in question, if taken in large
quantity; but it is hardly possible that the tin can have
been corroded to this extent. The unfortunate circumstance
presents to us rather an example of septic irritation, due,
it would seem, to putrefaction of the meat. This might
easily arise either from the use of tainted meat to begin with,
or from the admission of air during or after tinning.
We have not adverted to the possibility ofadulteration with
injurious foreign matter. Such a possibility naturally pre-
sents itself, and no doubt receives attention from the authori-
ties who are investigating the case. No evil need result
from eating preserved meat if it be carefully prepared and
selected, but this incident, and others like it, teach us by
sharp experience that more attention is required for our
dietetic economy than is now given to it.

M. Petrie's recently published book throws a new light
upon the mechanical means employed by the builders of the
Pyramids. He traces on the huge stones of which the
Pyramids are built, the undoubted marks of saw cutting
and tubular drilling. He believes that the tools employed
were of bronze, and asserts that this metal has left a green
stain on the sides of the saw cuts. Jewels to form cutting
points, he believes to have been set both in the teeth of the
saws and also on the circumference of the drills. (If this
be true, rock boring diamond drills are no new things). He
has even detected evidence of the employment of lathes with
fixed tools and mechanical rests.

Progress.
DUNEDIN FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

ANNUAL MEETING.
The annual meeting of members of the Dunedin Free-

thought Association was held on May sth, the President
(Robert Stout, Esq.) in the chair.

THE REPORT.
The following report was read and adopted:—“The

committee, in presenting their annual report to the members,
have to express satisfaction at the continued success of the
Association during the past year. There have been two
events of importance to Freethinkers in Australasia during
term of office of the executive. These werea conference of
Freethinkers held in Melbourne in August, and the founding
of the Freethought Federal Union ofNew Zealand in March
last. The committee hope that both these events will tend to
give still greater solidarity to the Freeth ought movement,
and help forward the day when there willbe absolute freedom
in the expression of all views. Considering the prevailing
trade depression, the funds of the A ssociation have kept upfairly. The total receipts for the current year, including
rents, lectures, socialgatherings, subscriptions, and members’
tickets, have been ABOI 12s 3d, while the expenditure on
current account has been £912 7s. There has been an
expenditure on building account in addition to this, and the
committee hope that during the current year the amount still
owing on building account will be paid off, and that the
expenditure on current account will not be so heavy. As
the members are aware, two lecturers not members of the
Association have given us lectures—our old friend Mr.
Charles Bright, and “ Ivo.” Mrs, Bright has also given
several addresses, and as lion, secretary of the Exhibition
Festival, has given us valuable assistance. The Exhibition
Festival, which is to close on Monday, has been a great
success, and to the ladies who are working so well, and to
those who have been kind enough to forward donations, the
committee beg to tender their warmest thanks. The
committee have much pleasure in also presenting the report
of the Children’s Lyceum. -Robert Stout, President.”

l [ The Lyceum Ladies’ Committee have to report that
dining the past year the Children’s Lyceum has met
regularly on Sunday afternoons. The average attendance
from January to May of the present year was— 43 ;girls, 41 ; total, 84. The number on the roll for the same

was— 78 ; girls, 64; total, 142. This shows that theattendance has been somewhat irregular, but the smallnessof the average attendance as compared with the roll numberis explained from the fact that the majority of the childrenare of tender age. The committee, however, intends takingsteps to ensure greater regularity of attendance. Duringthe year a library for the children was established, and it
now contains 350 volumes. The committee has to thankthe numerous friends who generously contributed towards
the library, and hopes that during the next year the num-ber of books will be considerably augmented. The committee
is glad to state that the children have had regular practicein singing under Mr. Lister, and it has to thank thatgentle-man for his kind attention and trouble. During the year-no pains have been spared to interest, and at the same timeinstruct, the children, and the committee hopes that all mem-bers of the Association will endeavour to send their childrento the Lyceum, as it believes that the future welfare of the

eethought Association and the growth of Freethought inthis city, to a great extent depends upon training the childrenin the doctrines of'Freethought.— Cheyne Farnie, Hon.Sec. Children’s Lyceum."
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The following officers were duly elected for the ensuing
year:—President, Robert Stout, Esq.; Vice-presidents,Messrs J. Stone and W. M. Bolt; Secretary, Mr. T. Farra;Treasurer,MrW. Malcolm; Committee—Messrs JohnParker,Thomas Low, T. C. Farnie, W. Dickson, John Marshall,

.

M- Harris, I. N. Watt, F. Chapman, M. Jackson, ThomasCullen, and W. Clarke. TheLadies’ Association nominatedthree, the choir two, and the band two members of thecommittee.
exhibition festival.

The second anniversary of the opening of the LyceumHall was celebrated by the holding of an exhibition festivalon the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd of May. The “festival "consistedof a bazaar and an exhibition of several pianos, bicycles,sewing and knitting machines, boots and shoes, books, &c.,&c. The festival was a great success, and was largelypatronised by all sections of the community. It wasentirely got up by the ladies of the Association, who ofcourse obtained assistance from all and sundry ; and its
wonderful success is in a great measure due to theunflagging labours of Mrs. Charles Bright, with whom theidea of holding the bazaar originated. That the idea was
an excellent one, and that the festival was worthy ofpatronage, is proved by the fact that the net proceeds at the
conclusion of the bazaar and Bruce auction amounted to£l7O. The festival was opened by an address from Mr.Stout, the President of the Association. The Hall wastastefully decorated with flags, kindly lent for the occasion
by the City Council. The walls were hung with pictures,the frames of which were prettily wreathed with ferns, whileeverywhere the eye was relieved by a profusion of greeneryand a pleasing contrast of colours. Stretched right acrossthe proscenium, and facing you as you entered the door,was an emblem with the motto “Truth for Authority"beautifully worked in various-coloured roses. To your left
extending the whole length of the hall, were the variousstalls, groaning with an accumulation of articles, varyingfrom fancy goods and fine raiment, from jewellery and
ornaments of all descriptions, to woollen socks and dresseddolls. These were presided over by the sweet sirens, wholured you not to destruction, but into, first, an examinationof the said articles—calm, cool, and critical; then intoadmiration thereof ; then, by judicious diplomatic questionssuch as “ Isn t that beautiful—and so cheap, you know!"into damaging and suicidal affirmative answers thereto,after which an ignominious surrender, marked by thetransference of the coin of the realm to the lady of thestall, in exchange for the article you have prematurelyadmired. Down the centre of the hall, and along the righthand side, were the various exhibits. Several bicycles andknitting machines, exhibited by W. Melville & Co., of
George Street, attracted a lot of interest. The knittingmachines were constantly working, and for the moderatesum of 2s Gd you could obtain from there a pair of socks
of any shape, size, or pattern, and enjoy at the same timethe ecstatic privilege of seeing them knitted. Several of
the Wertheim Sewing Machines, exhibited by the Dunedinbranch of the Company, could also be seen and heard infull work. A magnificent grand piano, and several cottage


