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An instance of poisoning from eating tinned mutton is
reported from Glasgow,  Of those who lhad paurtaken of it
two boys dicd ; while several other persons wore :r\‘tt:‘mkr‘.ll
with vielent vomiting and purging, Lut recoverad. It is not
probable that in this ease, says the Laneet, the tin ]1:1}1 mucl
to do with the resnlt. The salts of lead, such as might be
formal hy the netion of putreseent animal watter, of the ni-
teates, devived from it, or of sull, are capuble, no doubt, of
producing the symptoms i question, if taken in large
guantity ; but it s hardly possible that the tn can have
been corvoded to this extent. The unfortunate eivewmslance
presents to us rather an cxanple of septic in'i't-z‘tt%on, (‘lll(?,
it wonld seem, to putrefiction of the meat. Lhis nu‘ghb
casily arise oither frowm the use of Liuted meat to begin \\'_1th,
or from the ndmission of air during or after tinning,
We Liave not adverted to the possibility of adulteration with
injrurious forelzn matter.  Suel a possibility naturally pre-
sents itself, ad no doubt reesives attention fl‘().lll the authori-
ties who nee Investigating the ease. No evil need result
from eating preserved went if it he cal'ef‘ull)_f prepaved and
selected, bub this incident, and others like it, tencl us by
sliup experience that more attention is requived for our
dictetic cconomy than is now given to it.

M. Petrie’s recently publislied book tln‘ows_a new light
upon the meelianieal means enmployed by the builders of the
Pyramids,  He traces on the lhuge stones of which the
Pyramids are built, the undeabted warks of saw eutting
and tubular drilling,  He believes that the tools employed
were of brouze, and asserts that this metal has left & gieen
stain on the sides of the saw cuts.  Jewels to form cutting
points, he Lelieves to have beew set botl in L]l'(‘, teeth ()fth_c
saws and wlso on the clrownference of the Qeills.  (If this
Le true, vock baring diumond duills are no uew things). He
Las even detected evidence of the employment of lathes with
fixed tools und mechanieal vests,
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DUNDEDIN FREETHOUGHT ASSOUIATION,

ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of members of the Dunedin Free-
thenght Associntion was held on May 5th, the President
(Lobert Stout, Feg.) in the ehair.

TIE BEPoLT,

The following report was vead and adopted :—¢ The
connuittee, o prosenting theip annual report to the members,
Live 1o express satisfietion ab the continued suceess of the
Asmociaton during the past year,  There have been two
cvents of iportinee to Frecthinkers in Anstralasia during
term of ollice of the exceutive,  These were— a2 conference of
Freethinkers held in Metbourne in A ugust, and the founding
of the I'reethought Federal Union of New Zealand in March
Tast,
give still reeater solidurity to the Frectliought movement,
and help forward the duy when theve will e absolute freedon:
e the expression of all views,  Cousidering the provailing
brale depression, the funds of the Associntion have kept up
fuitly.  The totad reeeipts for the cwrrent year, ucluding
rents, leetures, soctal gatherings, subscriptions, and members’
tickets, have been £891 12 3d, while the expenditure on
curtenl aceonnt has heen £4812 7. There has been an
expenditure on building aeceunt in addition to this, and the
committee Liope Ut during the current year the amount still
owing cn building aceount will he prid off, and that the
expenditure on current acconnt will not be so heavy,  As
the members are wware, two lecturers not wembers of e
Association have siven us loctures- —our old friend M.
Charles wight, and < lve  Mis Bright has also given
severaluddiessos, el as hon, seeretary of the Exhibition
Lesideal, has viven us valuable nssistance.  The Exhibition
Festival, whicl is o close on Monday, Tas been n great
suceess, and to the ladios who are working so well, and to
those who have heen kind enough to forward donations, the
commitiee bey to tender their  warmest thanks.  The

The committee hope that both these events will tend to

conunittee have wuach pleasure in also presenting the report

of the Children’s Tiveewm.—Ropury Srovr, President.”

" The Lyeewn Ladies” Connuittee have to report that
dwivg the past year the Children’s Lyceum has  wet
regularly o Runday afternoons. The averige atbondanee
from Junuary to May of the present year was—Boys, 43 ;
girly, 415 total, 84 The number on the voll for the sac

was—DBoys, 78 ; girls, 64; total, 142. This shows that the
attendance has been soinewhat irregnlar, but the smallness
of the average attendance ns compared with the roll number
1s explained from the fact that the majority of the children
are of tender age,  The committee, however, intends taking
steps to enswre greater regularvity of attendance. During
the year a libravy for the children was established, and it
now contains 330 volumes. The committee has to thank
the numerous friends who generously contributed towards
the library, and hopes that duving the next year the num-
Lev of books will be considerably augmented. The committee
is glad to state that the children have had regular practice
in singing under Mr. Lister, and it has to thank that gentle-
man for his kind attention and trouble. During the year
no paing have been spared to interest, and at the same time
instruct, the children, and the committec hopes that all mem-
bes of the Asscciation will endeavour to send their children
to the Lyceum, as it believes that the future welfare of the
Ficethought Association and the growth of Freethought in
thiscity, to a great extent depends upon training the children
in the doctrines of Freethought,—T. Cheyne Farnie, Hon.
Sce, Children's Lyccum,”
ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

The following officers were duly elected for the ensuing
year:i—DPresident, Robert Stout, Fsq.; Vieepresidents,
Messrs J, Stone and W. M, Bolt; Secretary, Mr. T. Farra;
Treasurer, MrW. Malcolm; Committee— Messrs John Parker,
Thomas Tow, T. C. Farnie, W. Dickson, John Marshall,

AL Harris, I N. Watt, F. Chapman, M, Jackson, Thomas

Cullen, and W. Clarke. The Ladies’ Association nominated

three, the choir two, and the band two members of the
comiittee,

EXHIBITION FESTIVAL,

The sccond anniversary of the opening of the Lyceum
Mall was celebrated by the holding of an exhibition festival
on the Ist, 2nd,and 3rd of May. The * festival " consisted
of a bazaar and an exhibition of several pianos, bicycles,
sewing and knitting machines, boots and shoes, books, &e.,
de. The festival was a great success, and was largely
patronised by all sections of the community. It wag
entircly got up by the ladies of the Association, who of
conrse obtained assistance from all and sundry ; and ite
wonderful success is in a great measure due to the
unflagging labours of Mrs. Charles Bright, with whom the
idea of holding the bazaar originated. That the ides was
an excellent cne, and that the festival was worthy of
patronage, is proved by the fact that the net proceeds at the
conclusion of the bazaar and Bruce auction amounted to
£170.  The festival was opened by an address from M.
Stout, the President of the Association, The Hall was
tastefully decorated with flags, kindly lent for the occasion
by the City Conneil. The walls were hung with pictures,
the frawes of which were prettily wreathed with ferns, while
everywhere the eye was relieved by a profusion of greenery
and a pleasing contrast of colours. Stretched right across
the proscenium, and facing you as you entered the door,
was an emblem with the motto Truth for Authority "
beautifully worked in various-coloured roses. To your left,
extending the whole length of the hall, were the various
stalls, groaning with an accumulation of articles, varying
from faney goods and fine raiment, from Jjewellery and
ornaments of all deseriptions, to woollen socks and dressed
dolls.  These were presided over by the sweet Birens, who
lured you not to destruction, but into, firgt, an examination
of the said articles—ealm, cool, and critical ; then into
admiration thereof; then, by judicious diplomatic questions
such as “Isn't that beautiful—and so cheap, you know "
into damaging and suicidal affirmative answers thereto,
after which an ignowinious surrender, marked by the
transference of the coin of the realm to the lady of the
stall, in exchange for the article you have prematurely
admired.  Down the centre of the hall, and ulong the right
hand side, were the various exhibits,  Several bicyeles and
knitting machines, exhibited by W. Melville & Co., of
Guorge Stroet, attracted a lot of intevest, The knitting
machines were constantly working, and for the moderate
sum of 2s 6d you could obtain from there a pair of socks
of any shape, size, or pattern, and enjoy at the same time
the eestatie privilege of seciug them knitted.  Several of
the Wertheim Sewing Machines, exhibited by the Dunedin
branch of the Company, could also be seen and heard in
full work. A magnificent grand piano, und several cottage




