THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

Mrs, Besant in the F Nutional Reformer,” says that My,
Bradlangh was a member of the Grand Lodrvo of Muasons of
Fngland until the Prince of Wales was “eleeted Grand
Master, when he seub In his cevtificite and withdeew on the
ground of the notouionely immoral chavacter of the Prince.
Yet Mr. Bradlaugh's atheistical opinions had been proclaimed
openly thronghont the kingdom for upwards of twenty years.

Trederic Harrison, the distinguished writer and Positivist,
says that Henry GLOI“"C is trving to import into England
the morals of a C alifornian bandit and mail robber.  This is
hardly correct, for Californian bandits do not, we supposo,
justify their actions to theiv vietims, 1f dMr. George is a
bandit, he is one with a benevolent pwrpose, though we
approve as little as Bdlr. Harrison dees of some of hiy
doctrines.

1t is often announced from tho pulpit how willingly the
preacher is prepared to grant perfect freedom to all and
sundry, but with just a little reservation that Freethinkevs
who are taking away thelr fuith are not deserving of
toleration. Clavdinal Manning is prepared to grant eivil
rights to all but Atheists, who are to be excluded and held
unto perdition. He might fortify himself with the famons
proclamation of Marshal Soult, issued to his army in 1504:
—¢ Linkrry, Equariry, Fratensiey '—7o the Soldicrs of
the drmy of the Rline —The citizen-soldicrs will vote to-
morrow whether Napoleon Douaparte, Consul for life, shall
Le Emperor of France. It is not my intention to influence
the opinion of any of my soldiers, but anyone voting “ No”
will b shot hefore the front of the reglment.  Vipe la liberts!
Sovrr, Genernl.” To the Cavdinal, with the cditor’s
compliments !

Sir William Fox, i a lecture on Freethought wersis
Chnsthuuty (New  Zealand  ¢Times’ Alay llxtn) gave
expression to a foul slander in the followi ing wouh —
“ Referring to the leaders of Freethought in he present
day in England, he pointed out that the most populur was
an advocate for that forl deetrine, destructive of all domestic
Lappiness—ires love. He and a fomale associate had
pnblished a beok whose obiect wns the spread of this
doetrine, aud for which they were eventually indicted, only
cseaping a leng term of imprisonment by a techuieal flaw.”
He adds: “DMen such as these could not come to an
impartial consideration and investigntion of the trath of the
Sceriptures, for every time they openad the Book they muss
receive a slap in the fuce.”  This is another illustiration of
thie recklessness and untvnthfulness of Christians in dealing
with their opponeuts.  Br. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besiat are
botl the most determined oppencuts of everything suvouring
of free love, The Malthnsiun work for whicli they were
indicted, so far frow encournging free love, Is direeted
against it,  Chief Justice Cockburn and the jury who
tricd the ease, in oxpress terms acquitted both publishers of
impure or unworthy motive, Dut it suited Sir Willium
Fox to utter 2 fulsehood and keep back the truth.  As for
the Seriptures giving frec love a sl in the face, the Bool
bristles with preciouns examples of righteons ™ chavacters,
whose loves were so licentions and gross and “frec” that
it is quite sufficient if we refur to the fact, without giving
particulars, to cxcite the loathing and detestation of all
prure minds.

Ouvrcontributor “ Agnostic” thinlks some noticeis due from
us of certain %pultu;\hamg manifestations reported in the
¢ Liberaly and vouched for by a long arvay of names. If
“ A mmostic” refleets however for a moment he will see that the
data necessary to enstble ws to eriticise the plicunomoenaare want-

ing. Let us give an illustration.  The helr to the Tiperial
throne of Aunstrin lutely atteuded a scance in Lis vwn

Liouse, the conditions resemhling
in both iustances the “spivit”
provided with curtaing which met in the centre, The
archduke applied a test in the shape of a d:)Ol which, o1 a
spring being touched, dmul and Tustened itself .suuu(,ly.
The “gpivit " eame into the roony, and after o display of ity
cthereal yualifieations, made for the curtrined door, but
found un obstucle in the seeret door of wood which barred
the way, The * spivit” struggled to force the
while the spectators roaved with launghter, and at length
the © spirit,” finding its efforts to escape fruitless, changed
itgelf into the medinm who was supposed to be in o truoen
in another oo, Now, the veply of the believer of course
will be that one ease of frawd proves nothing, and that the
appearance of the SBydney spivit was genuine 3 wldle the
seeptic may rojoin that there was no sveret deor to put the

those of Syduey—that is,
passed in through o door

barrier,

matter to the proof.  Dut the onus i not on us to expluin

the phenomena until a serlous attempt be made to tind a
seicntific basis for spivitnalism. When tlds Tas been dis-
covercd, analysis, qualiladive as well ws quantitative, witll
deternine the elementary faets.  And finally, let us say that
as we have never come acrass a disembodied spivit, we
prefer to remain an agnostic in this vespeet wnlil we bave
recoiv ed mthm 111111111111110:1 or 111&1:11‘&1011
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Clold diminishes tlm (onductnw power Gf nerves for nerve
force, whereas it inereases the COIIthL,llllb power for ¢lectrieity,
of solids or flnids,  The crushing of a nerve, or tying it tight,
aund afterwards relaxing it, will interfeve with future passage
of tlie nerve current, wheveas bruising will liwve no eitoet
upen the metal wire,  Nerve force hence, 1t 1s clear, diflirs
from electrical force, although it woullappear to be correlated
to it, in the same way that it way be sad Lo be corvelated
to ('humc i1 foree, with the heat e\'ulopcd in the muscle, and
even with the peculiar moeleculr wotions which preduce
musenlar contraction and all its physical aud mechauical
consequences,—* Seience Monthly.!

M. Miuel, who is ene of the Ieading anthovities on the
gubject of air germs, Tos recontly conducted experiiments at
the Montsouris Laboratory witich prove that all gascous
antiseptics are nhvost uscless. De. Lundur long ago wain-
tuined the meflicieney of the vapour from ellovide of T,
phenol, or perfumes, (o kil gernis, and ML AMiguel has
demoenstrated the correetness off lits views,  He finds Alé
the vapours of chlovine, bromive, lodine, winl chloroform
take several weeks to kil the mucerobes, awd that they Jdo not
act nt all unless present in sueh quantity as to render the air
rrespivalle.  Consequently, so long ay the air Is breathable
1t may contain living gevies, M, AMliquel considers mereury
to be the most practically usetful antiseptic known, )

At a meeting of the Toyal Sociely of Fdinburgl, on
January 21et, My Johne Atkin vead notes on the recent ed
sunsels,  There were two  theories regavding U, One
was that ther were due to an overabundanee of dust in the
alr— -meteoric or voleanie, My, Proctor hold thot the dust
was meteorie, and most other people thai it was volennie.
e (\Il Adtken) thonght they ad aredy menns of deter-
nmining whetherthe 1:11(,110 nenon was Jac to e water yyvapour
or d.ht Woitery vapowr aeted as an absorbent, aod the light
of the sun in passing through 1t Lad certain 1;1\ sl qrmul
but, if the colour wis pmduct «d by dust, it would aet ws o
hlf(ll)'c' agent, aud would not (1(,.~.Lro‘} the mys. b were
dust, then, they ought to have somcwhere in the sky
the Lmnpl\ me ntu\' u)h)uls to the brilliont reds they found
in sunsets. e thought they had those cowplement: wy
colours. T they had ex: wnined  the sky overhewd, t]nv
would have found that the bhnes were very deep and the
greens mere brillnt than any of them had ever seen hefore.
’lllL"*l, Blues and greens woere complementary to the reds.

The rays, thevefore, had not been desty n:.s\l, but refleeted
by «dust; and for that veson it appenred to him that dust in
the air was the enuse of the flne sunsets,
Vipour.

aned not walery

[he Tiverpool Post states that o discovery las reeently
been muade i eleetrie ghting which, it is nolaul by the
patentes, will solve the question how to bring the lectrie
light into opuvation {fur domestic use, o Las been found
possible; it s said, Lo produee the light without the aid eithor
of enciues or dynamas,  All that 35 vegquired wre merely the
ordinary metals aud carbons and vpeendiar kind of “aeid.
These are put into an ordinary eell, ;mnl nmediately the nenl 1s
poured i and the continuity established the eloctric foree
hegins to develop.  Fxperimends have recently been e
hy Me 18 HL Thompson, the well known clectvieal engineer,
hy \\hu‘h a 20-eandle light Tas been kept (:011ti11110us]y goling
hy the slectric current being genernted in {his Wiy and Hn,
experiinents have been pronounced o declded sncerss Ly all
who Juive wituessed them, Dy this process no acenmulators
are required, and the batteries can be so made us to supply
one or o hundred morve lights, according to the number
recuived. The new licht (which is ealled the Aeme), it
is asserted, will he admirahly satied for conntry vesidenees,
vaciits, do., and eang i s estinted, be produeed at o price
abont the same ss that of gas, with veey superior Hluneinuting
power, while the original expunse ol providing 20 Luops of
20—candle power cuclt is caleuluted at ubout £30,



