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overloaded safety valve, forgetting that if the steam
had been allowed to escape sooner it would not have
Lurst al all. Cluistianity is the name for the way in
which men thought about thelr relation to unseen
powers and to cach other for ncarly eighteen centuries
of Luropean civilisation. It was based on faith in
God and devout obedicnce to his supposed will, both
of which were Lo be infinitely rewarded in another
state of existence,  Fhe time came when, in Irance at
any rate, men found that gradually kings and pricsts,
and those whose interests seemed bound up with that
of king and priest, used the tremendous power which
this faith gave them, not for the advantage of the mass
of the peaple, but for their own.  Against falschood,
tyranny, umorance, and scliishuess, men like Rousscan
and Voltaire, appealed to truth, liberty, knowledge,
and sympathy, and the old social order fell amid
viclence and excesses which disgraced ¢ the revolution ™
but proved how corrupt had been the antecedent
conditions. In no small degrce, thanks to the
spiritual revolution then created, whose clleets are far
wider spread and more permanent than tlie historical
one, there is cvery probability that such social and
political changes as may be due to modern freethought
will be in no way revolutionary, but will recognise the
scientific truth, that permancnt progress can only arise
from the development of order.

It is suggestive, and ought to shake people’s faithin the
conservative value of the so-called religious sanctions,
that Mr IHenry George's unjust and revolutionary
preposal to nationalise the land by what 1s virtually
of the preperty of land owners, 1s
largely due to his conviction that ** the Almighty, who
< ereated the cavth and man for the carth, has entailed
“it upon all genervations of the children of men,”
hence, ¢ though his titles have been acquiesced in by
* generation afier generation, to the landed estates of
“thie Duke of Westminster, the poorest child that is
“ born in London to-day has as much right as his
“cldest son,”  In his later book, ** Social Problems,”
tiere wre nol wanting indications that Mr. George is
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prepared Lo attack other forms of property on shutlar
grounds, and to advocate breaches of public faith on
the highest religious principles,  In short, it is just as
casy to preach the divine right of robbery now to
sympathising audiences as il was formerly to preach
the divine right of kings. It i3 perhaps more than a
coinchleuee that Rouwsseau, who was the most divectly
revolutionary of the literary precursors of the reign of
terror, was also the most reactionary force in religion,

THE TOETD,

e is a poet who lays stone to stone,

Axwell s he who builds the lofty thiyme.

W Tave stoae porms dating [rom the prime
Or Athens, and three thouswud yeavs have flown
Without the ivy of ehlivion

Loogsing one fragment of the pile subiime,

Heared on Troy’s ushes In the eldertime
By the blind islaider, The Parthenen

And Thind are ideas like in Kind,

But dillerently expressed. Tt matters not

What the madevial moulded to the mind
If the result matehes the artist’s thonght.

One builils a stately pleasuve iowse in vliyme,

Auother builds a poemw in stoue and lime.

Dovgnas B, W, Spapes.
—* Mclbowrne Leader”

To endeaver o work upon the vulgar with fine sense
13 lilke attcnpling to hew blocks of marble with 2 razor.

An able minn shows his spirit by gentleness and
resolute actions; he Is neuher Lot nor timid, ——
Chesterfield,

Aassing  Alotes,

We have reccived a note from My, Pratt, in Mclbourne
at the time of writing, My, Pratt intended leaving for
Englind by the Liguria on the 16th May.

In one of the essays of “CGeorge Llint” lately collected
wil published, the aunthor deals with the habit of * unserupu-
losity of statement” which pulpit oratory is apt to
encourage.  erhaps 1b1s safer (says the Melbourne Avgus”)
to extend the gencralisation a little further, and to say that
this unserupulosity is a besetbing sin of the oratory addvessed
to the public in any way which exempts it from criticism
aund contradiction,

The ¢ Liberal 7 gontaing & verbatim report of a diseussion
in Sydney, between Mr. Robert White and Mr, Thomas
Walker, on the Question: “ That Theilsm is superior to
Asheisin in meeting the intelleetual and moral requirements
of manking,” Mr, White aflivmative and Mr. Walker
negutive. The debate is a very able one. Our opinion is,
amd it may be taken for what it is worth, that JMr. Walker
shows much greater power than his opponent. Perhaps he
Las the stronger case,

Mr. Joseph Symes, feelicg the want of a Freethought
paper in Melbourne for lelping forward the movement, has
succeeded in floating & Company with a capital of £500, for
the purpose of starting a weekly paper to be called the
Literator, of which he will be editor and sole manager.
Judging by his former econtributions to the London
¢ Freethinker’ it will probably be run on the same lines,
The fitst number was to have been issued early in May.
We wish our contemporary the suceess it is certain to obtain
in My Symes’s hands,

Mr. Bradluugh's present Pavliamentary position is thag
he is being sued by the Government for penalties for voting,
Ilis answer 18 that he is not answerable under the statute,
meaning that he has taken the oath and complied with the
conditions required to make him a perfect member of
Purlinment. A dietam of M. Justice Stephen’s favors Mr.
Bradlaugl’s eontention, If Mp Bradlangh should win
Le will onty be kept from exercizing his privileges by brute
force. If he should lose the penalties will be paid, and his
appeal to the constituencies will not be weakened, The
penalties sued for amount to £2500,

Charles Bradlaugh, seen through the French eyes of M.
Philippi, of * Les Wemps,’ is “ the genius of cavil personified,
with the mnzele of a tiger, crouched down in the jungle of
the most tangled legislation of the world ; perpetually
occupied, not with extricating the spivit of the law, but
with trying to diseover its weaknesses.” [This is 2 good
illustration of that Gallic wit that sacvifices truth for the
salie of the sintenee, Looked at seviously, M. Philippi's
disordered  funcy yiekls nothing better than a gross
earieature of 2 man whose motives and actions are beyond
the sketeher's comprehension. ]

Al Bradlaugh, inw public letter addressed to Sir Stafford
Northeote, denonuees the conduct of the right hon, gentleman
in vigorous and dignified terms, The moving of the
resolution in the House of Commons, which excludes My
Bradlaugh from the precinets of the house, is deseribed a3
mean, spiteful, and wnworthy of an English gentleman.
Sir Staftord Nortlicote and those who have acted with him
are declwred to have brought Parliamentary Government
into contempt by upholding the ouse of Commons ag “* the
chief law-breaking ussembly of the world” “You have,”
Lie writes, ¢ won sympathy for me throughout the land ;
you have made Northampton stand by me closer than ever;
you are now awakening the country to stand by Northamp-
ton.,”  Mur. Justice Stephen, when dismissing the suit which
My, Bradlavgh had instituted against the Sergeant-At-Arms
adwised that an appeal should be made to the constituencies,
M, Bradlangh tells 8ir Stafford Northeoto that he intends
to make that appeal. ¢ Already,” he concludes, “ I hear
it, too, on the day when, from my place in the House, I
move-—¢ That all the resolulions rvespecting Chuarles Brad-
langh, member for Novthampton, hindering him from obey-
ing the law, and punishing him for having obeyed the law,
be expunged from the Journals of this House, as being
subvorsive of the rights of she whole body of electors of
this kingdom."”



