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MR. JOSEPII SYMESS CONVERSION.

We liave received the following interesting summary of
a leeture delivered by My, Josepl Symes on the subjech of
Lis conversion to Seeularism —

On Apeil Gth, at the Hall of Science, Melbowrne, Mr. Symes
delivored o lecture entitled — My path frem the Wesleyan pulpit
to the Seeulavist platferm.”  Ie commenced by brietly sketehine
his ently religions life.  1Hs parcuts were strict Methodists, and
Lrenght hiin up fu their faith, ~ 1le bad heard sinee his arrival here
that an Austeulian parson has related 2 sad story about his father
having become broken-hearted Levause is son had adopted Atheism
and lesb thie pulpiv, The troth was that his father hal been dead
fourteen years, —nearly three years before his sccession from the
chured, so that gave the story the lie at once.  Under the guidance
ot his father Le soun becune an carncst Mcethodist, helieving i the
doutrines of original sin, holllive, &c. His father was very puritauic
in s tuition, and only allowed his children to go into the garden on
Sunday on one condition, and that was that they took a good hook
with them.  1n hisseventeenth year his (Mr, Bymes's) “conversion”
look plice.  After a deal of pulting-olf he had at lust resolved that
Le would pay Lis debt to his God, and after this was accomplished,
hie must say, ho felt happy,  This was ouly natwal, as any honest
man would fecl so after relieving Jds mind of what hs believed to
be a bigdebt. Had he been a Mahommedan he weuld similavly have
lpoked forward to his journey to Mecen as the great duty he harl to
perform.  His conversion ronsed his whole nature and lie weat into
the work with zeal.  On Sundays he would o to the enrly prayer-
meeting 5 then after brealfust he joined in the family prayers ; next
he went round the neiglbourhood eireulating tracts, aml if he s
a subbath-breaker he would reprimand liom, sometimes rightly
getting suubbed for his pains ; Sunday School teavhing came next,
amd it was in this eapacity that he made his fivst speceh, the super-
intendent calling upon him one morning te adidvess the chiliben.
his occnred several times so that he got aceustomed to it,  After
gchool there was another prayer wecting, then clurch,then the day
ended with prayer again.  This programme he adhered to for seven
or eight years.  Une Sunday he was present at a service that was
heing conducted in the schoolraom,  ‘Lhe man that wis to preach
was a very had speaker, and, strange to say, he knew his failing,
and asked Drother Symes to take by place. He at first refused,
but the ether told lum it was his duty to God; that argmment
toneling his weak point, he consented, This was his first sermon.
By a strange coincidence, he delivered a freethonght leeture many
yuars after, about six years ago, in the same place, it having been
smee convertel into a carpenter’s shop.  After this fivst attemps he
went as & loeal preachier, L 1864 he was aceepted as a minister of
the Wesleyan charch, and was three years in the Wosleyan eollege,
His subsequent conversion to secularisinis a difficutt thingto explain.
Nothing oveured in college nntil he had been there about a year
and w half, whenone day he got into a disenssion with a fcllow
student while they were walking in the meadow. It was on the
subject of original sin, his vompanion affirming that seicnee proved
there was death in the world before Adam; and after an attempt to
defend his position, Mr. ¥ymes was obliged to confess himself heaten,
OUu after vetlevtion he saw that if animals died hofore Adam’s time
denth was natwral and not the resnlt of Adam’s sin.  This
reasuning finally proved too much for his belief in original sin.
During his first cirenit he saw it announcel that two Swedenborgian
ninisters would leeture on ¢ Urinity and Unity,” after which dis-
cusston wis invited.  He devided that his “duty” demanded his
presence there,  He determined to study the Testament by itsclf for
the veeasion withont the aild of comwmentaries,  This was the worst
thing he conld have done, for he was anable to find what he wanted,
and witer reading the original Greck with the same result he shutup
the haok wuch shosked in mind.  During another civenit he went a
step further.  The Pope had called together the Feumenical Couneil
to decide about the infallibility of himsclf ; and all Protestantism
were abusing bim for it This caused My Symes to exunine the
protestint seets, and lnding that they also clained infallibility
indireetly, he repudiated all creeds and placed his faith only in his
Bible. He dismizsed the belief in an intervening providence on hear-
g of 4 sermon preachied on the great war, the preacher explaining
how providence nad guided the victors,  In his last cirenit, about
fourteen years ago, Lie had so far developed as to have Decome o re-
pablican, and a preacher for land nationalisation,  The next step was
the rvejection of hell-ire, aud doubts ou the doctrine of the atone-
nient, he found now that e was no longer a Methodist, and he told
liis friends that he mast resign the mindstry,  They urged him to
wmodizy Lis views, and stay in the churell, and asked him what he
would do for a living,  He told them he had a conssicnce which
deninuded his sevession, and in August 1872, after o lot of prayer
about it, lie wiote o letter of vesiguation.  1ie had no idea then
that he wourld finally Le an Athiest. The whole family of Lis
beliefs hael been taken sick with consnmption ; he kept them alive
as long as he conld, hut they dicd, and then he burted them. 1t
tool: two more years for him o yeach Atheism, and 4} years after
leaving the pulpat e foole the scewlarist platforng, that is, Seven yeurs
agn. 1e now preachies seculavism te muke atonement for his” past
vtrors, s seculavisn, in Lig opinien, means the hest of everything in
eivilization.  In conclusion he recommends the orghodes o explain
iy conversion, as they we so fond of talking about conversions the
other way,

W.CoA

The willow which bends to the tempest often escapes
better than the oak, whicl resists it and so, in great
cataliitics, iLsometimes happens that light and [rivolous
spirits recover their clasticity and presence of mind
sooner than those ofa loftier character,—Walter Scott,
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WHO WAS JESUS?

By CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

ITe had no father (Luke i, 34).  His molher’s husband had
two fathers (Lukeiil. 23; Matthew 1. 16), He was born at
Bethlehem (Luke il 4), yet accepted in silence the reproach
that he was not bern there, but was born at Galilee {John
vii, 41, 42). e was born in the lifetime of Hered, who
ordered all the little oues to be slaughtered, in crder to
destroy him ( Matthew ii). He was not, however, born
wntil after the death of Herod, and the abdication of
Axrchelaus, Hevod’s son (Luke i, 2).  While a Laby Le was
taken into Egypt, and remained there until after the death
of Herod, and was not brought back to Judea even during
the succeeding rvelgn of Archelaus (Matthew il); yet he
never went into Egypt at all, or, at any rate, never rcsided
there for any such lengthy period (Lukeii 21, 22, 39, 40,
41, 12).  When thirty years of age he was baptised by John,
wio knew him, and forbade him to come to be baptised on
account of his {Jehn's) unworthiness to baptise Jesus
{Matthew iii. 14); but John did not know Jesus until after
the Daptist had baptised the Saviour (John 1. 33). John
knew Jesus to be “the Lamb of God” (John 1. 28); yet some
time after sent two of his diseiples to Jesus, to enquire of
the latter whether he was the veal Messinh, or whether they
were to look for another (Matthew xi. 8; Luke vii. 19).
Jesus was imwediately after the baptism led up into the
wilderness, where Le remained and fasted during forty days
and forty nights (Muark 1. 13); but before that time had
elapsed, he wus at a mavriage feast in Cana of Galilee (John
i),

)Jesus cured Peter's wife’s mother of o fever before he had
called Petor to be a disciple {Luke iv. 3%; v. 10}; but
Peter’s wife's mother was cured by Jesus after Peter had
been eulled to be a diseiple (Matthew vill. 14;iv. 18).  Jesus,
when on land near the sen, saw Shwon, Peter and Andrew
fishing, and called them to be his disciples; and a little
further on he saw Jawes and John, and called thew (Matthew
iv. 18-22); but when he called Sinon, James, and John, he
wasin the ship with Simon, and the ship with James and
Jolm in was close alongside (Luke v, 3-10); and indeed
neither Jesus nor Peter was at sea when Peter was first seen
by Jesus, but on dry land, where Peter was brought to Jesus
by Andrew (Joln i, 41).

Jesus fed 5,000 men, besides women and children, with five
loaves and two fishes, and, even then, the uneaten fragments
collected by the disciples after the feast filled twelve baskets
(Matthew xiv.); yet these very disciples either forgot or
disbelicved the miracle, for they were shortly after tervibly
puzzled as to how o much smaller number of persons were
to be fed with a Jurger quantity of food (Matthew xv.)
Jesus east un unelean spivit (Mark v. 2), which one spirit
was leyion, out of u “eertain man” (Luke viil. 27), which
certain man was “twao” (Matthew viii, 2:“;); on the permission
of Fesus, the singular plural devil (with a Latin name in a
country where Latin was not the common langunge}, went
into two thousand swine, which swine ran into the sea,
Jesus, being hungry, looked for figs on n fig tree when it
waus 1ot yeb the season, and cursed the tree because he found
no fruit thereon (Mark xi. 13, 14).

Jesus came to die to suve the world, but prayed that he
night not die (Luke xxji. 42),  Ie said, ©“ I and my father
arg onc” (Johu x 30) ; bat snid, * Father, all things are
possible to thee, take away this cap from me ” (Mark xiv,
36),  Jesus was betrayed to the officers by Judas, who
kissed Lim {Dlatthew xxvi, 47); but himself answered that
lic was Jesus, so that Judas does not appear to have betrayed
him at all by the identifying kiss (John xviil 5,6), Jesus was
with DPeter when Puoter denied Jesus the third time (Luke
xxii, G1) ; but Peter was not with Jesus at the time of the
third denial (Matthew =xxvi,; DMark xiv). Jcsus was
crucified about & am. (Mark xv.25); yet three hours after
Le was still on Lis trial before Pilate (John xix, 14). On
Friday evening (Mark xv, 42, 43) Jesug was bucied; on
Saturday night, towards dawn of Sunday (dMatthew xxviii,
1), his body was out of the tomb ; yet Jesus was to have
been three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
“He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved ; he that
Lelieveth not shall be danned.”

Man being cssentially active, must ind in activity his
joy; and labor, like everything else that is good, is its
own reward.—Whipple.



