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SVIIAT 1S MASONRY?

An intereating  controversy  has taken place in
on the At
copsceration of a new Masonic Hall, the Rev, W, I3,
ITarvey, hiead master of the Church of England Trust

School in that town, performaed the duties of Presiding

Wanganui subject of  Masonry, the

Olficer, and took the opportunity in a portion of the
ceremony when the general public were present, to
culichiten © the world 7 as to what was  Masonry.
Reporlers were present, amd his speech appeared
next day in the papers. A well-known Preethinker
was present as a Mason, and one of the papers com-
mented, from the theolosical side, on the anomaly of
one Mason carrving a laree Bible, and another march-
ing in the procession who on Suuday cvenings joined
in @ scoffing 7 (the usual term of abuse for criticising)
at the same book, Lo reply Lo the Reve Alr. Harvey's
attack appoared a letter o the @ Wanganui Herald?
which created a small scosation amonys the Craft, and,
we belicve, has heen extensively cirenlated in other
parts of the colony.  As our friends are likely to find
the subjuct inferesting, we publish the attack and
reply fe-

T HARVEY ON

eV, W, L MASOXNTY.
Worshipful Masters, Wardeus, ﬂ”'.l l‘.rcthr_vu, -In accordance with
vour prayer, awd by virtue of the Dispersation aranted tome by the
District el ProvincialCosned Lodeos, | have solemaly dedieated this
Lowlze to the purposces ol Freemasonry i t!m patise of the Most High
Cowl. Belove resigznivg my seat Lo the WML, by whoan the lodge
will he duly clused. 1 woeld in a Fow words Invite you to veflect on
the meaning of the ceremeniand in which we lave been engaged,
You, brethiven, wilt not need to be veminded that relivion 1 the
very foundation stune of vur ancient metitntion,  Yeu have too
often been cafled wpoa to avow vorr falth and yoee trust in the
ever witshiful providence of Gad, yoar veverenee for his holy word,
to he left o oany doubt on the peint. You know that as Muasons
vou are requited, first and above all things, to be rehigions, Cod-
feariter men. Trewe, we pay oo heed, within these walls, to those
distincetions by which unhiappily, the believers” camp is rens asunder.
Our rules will not sutter wa here to speak of names that toooften act
not as bonds of nnion i eommon vause, hut as the Iattle cries of
opposing factions,  Batwe Lnore thei, not s exeludingany, 1‘:11‘;1_1(31'
ax including all s notas <lipiving and condemning any, bui as h()lr.[n\_g
all in heotheddy esteen awd love,  We we vedy to exteml the right
hawd of feHlowshin to all cool menand true, who bow with us hefore
the throne of the Greas Avelitect and Ruler of the Universe
and reeosnise with us the Volume of the Saeved Law as the
only sure basis of morality, the only sare teacher of onr duty
to l':ml, to our neizhbour, and to curselves. Tut, as Masons, we
ean luve no fellowship with sen who are seeking to destroy the
faith on wihicl we have built all ovre present conlideuces, all eur
futmre hope. Wedo not judge thems to God and not to us they are
respunsible 3 tu Him Gaelr acconnt st e renlered . Bat our nius
anel theivs are as opposite sz lzht and darkiess. We have nothing
I conunet with theer ;s we cannot wish them ** God speed.”™  The
duty of Masons In this vespeet was clenrly nrked when the ('ir-:md
Lawize of Enghnd refused any longer to recognize the Grand Orient
Landgre of Franee, un the gronmd that they had reoved the name of
the Deity fromtheir vitual, Youo brethven, ave fur too \\‘(:‘“ instructed
awl too loyal to our order to newd thus to be reminded of the
pringiples you have so often vowed to uphohl. But I hail with
satisfaction the epportunity glven us to-day of proclaiming those
principles to the world, At a thne when faith 1 God and God’s
revouled will is openly seotbed af by so many, it s will that all
should kuow that Masons are not wieng those who would remove
the ancient Lundmarks 5 that Masons sleadinstly believe in one true
Cioel, who maude heaven and eartis that Masons Loldd in the utmost
reverence the savied Book in which He hag revealed Himself to man;
that Masons seek iy aid foadl their owinl wndertalings,
contidently expect s spevowr inevery time of danger and di:
The service in whicl we Timve heen on d hears emphatic witness
to the st principle of Froenme=oury. vernains for sy brethren,
Lo bewr still oore cphiatic witness to them inoonr lives. Let ag
ke it then our cariest sty uot unly o prove hub to commend
owr faith by displaying i oneselves the virtues that should adorn
every true Mason ; especially that most Giod-like of all vivtues,
Chartty. May wetual love ever reion within these walls, and shing
Forth, as from a centre of lighd and waemth, onall the world around.
Nay the mane of Mason ever he assoviated in this town with the
thought of a good and upright man -one wituse wordd is never broken
whose heart aud Lad are ever rewldy to suceour the needy and
distressed.  Most heartily do we congratulate the Worthy Masters,
Wardens, Otlicers, and Brethren of the two lodwes that have united
to il this house. We trust the zeal you have displayed in this
aoad worle witk indeed ect with the approval amd bless of the
Cireal Masier Butider,  May pesee beowithin Dhese walls, ond the
voive of Joy aed praise resotad therein continuad Ly, day all your
undertakings hote be prosperous as this has peen, aind ay your
carthly Lappiness be crowned with the Supreme bliss of heaven !
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[REPLY.]
WHAT IS MASONRY?

BY A MASTER MASOH.

The Rev. 3. W. Tlarvey, as Presiding Officer, took the opportunity
at the consecration of the new Masonic Hall to put forth publicly
certain views on Masonry which have provoked some notice among
the Craft and in the public I’ress, That he departed widely from
the central principles of Masonry I have no doubt whatscever,
TFor that universality and comprehensiveness which distingnish our
ancient Qrder, we have had placed in the foreground the doctrines
of a sect, the theology and polemics of priesteraft, with what looks
very like an attack on individual Masons whose theological and
spcculative opinions have not been cut according to the sectarian
pattern.  As Masens” (said the Presiding Officer) * we can have
uo fellowship with men who are secking to destroy the faith on
which we have built all our present confidences, all our future
hope. We do not judge them; to God and not to us they are
responsible; to Him thetr account must berendered. Butour aims
and theirs are as vppesite as light and darkness, We have nothing
in common with them; we cannot wish them God speed. The duty
of Alasons in this respect was clearly marked when the Grand
Iodge of England refused any longer to recognise the Grand Orient
FLodge of Irance, on the ground that they had removed the name
of the Deity from the ritual.” The speaker went on to say that he
had taken the opportunity of the occasion of proclaiming his
principles to the world,  If it is well that the world should know
the views of a Mason and a theclogian, it is also well the world
should know that there are Masons who are not theologians who
do not hold the same views of Masonry.

Now I desire to take my stand on the sameritual, and to profess
as deep a reverence for the ancient landmarks as the Rev, Mr,
IHarvey, Fortunately there is no Pope in Masonry, If anyone,
moreover, is to blame for what may seem a religious discussion, I
thinlk the Presiding Officer is called upon to render an account for
introducing the polemic on an cccasion when polemicsare forbidden,
The first question then that has to be apswered is, What is the
“faith” to whichhe referred as binding on a Mason ? Clearly itisnot
the Christian faith.  Mr. Harvey was well aware that that {aith is
no part of Masonry—that it has been excluded by the most careful
precess of elimination. If it were included, Jews could not be
members of the Order; yet somec of the most distinguished
members of the Craft belong to the Jewish faith. And as Jews
reject the New Testament as the result of imposture, 4 cannot be
an essential or any part of the “faith” of a Mason. But is the "faith”
of a Mason acceptance of the Old Testament minus the New ? If
so, then all Masons are simply Jews in religion—professors of
judaism. Dut leaving out the logical dilemma in which all
Christians weuld be placed by such a theory, is the Rev. Mr., Harvey
prepared to deny that Freemasonry may and does exist among
Alanhommedans, Brahmins, and other pecoples who do not acknow-
ledge any part of the Jewish or Christian scriptures? No well-
informed Aason would take such a stand.

Then is the “faith” a simple Deism ? To this position Mr, Harvey
is logieally forced, and we do not care to deny him all the
advantage it gives him. He stands precisely on the same platform
as Thomas Paine, who wrote : (Age of Reason, page 1), ** 1 believe
in one Gad, and nomore, and I hope for happiness beyond this
life,” and added. * I believe in the equality of man; and I believe
that religious duties consist in doing justice, loving mercy, and
cnddeavoring to make our fellow creatures happy.” This practical
religion some Masons think superior to theological systems,  Tosum
up this part of my argument: The Christian faith is not a tenet of
Alasonry, or all reference to Chuist would not be carefully excluded,
and Jews could not be Masons.,  Judaism, again, cannot be a tenet,
or Ilindoos could not be 3asons. And Deism itself (which [ have
conceded for Mr. Harvey's consclation), is not thought an essential
part of Masonry by the great body of ¥French Masons.

In the reference to the Grand Orient, Mr Harvey is extremely
illogical. e speaks in the name of all Masons, yet immediately
states that the Grand Lodge of England *“ refused to recognise the
Cirand Orient. ” If he had been as cautious as he ought to have been
in the presence of 50 many brethren, he would have simply stated
the fact that one body of Masons had refused to continue to hold
eommunicaiion with another body independent in its jurisdiction,
In the same way he would bave had to admit that the Grand Lodge
of England had refused to recognise the Grand Lodge of Vietoriaand
the Grand Lodge of New South Wales (no harm being done by the
non-recognition), while nearly every Grand Lodge in America had
extended the right hand of fellowship.  To confound Masonry in its
universal character with the actions of one Constitution, argues an
artitiviel knowledge of the Order or a defective reasoning power not
creditable to anyone who assumed the anthority to lecture
Musons,

And now Iet me purgue in as brief terms as possible the enguiry,
What is Masonry 7 What are the great central principles which,
apart from the emblems, allegory, and symbols, distirguish and
inspire all true Masons the world over? 1 have attempted to show
what Masenry is not, and if I amm followed, 1t will not be difficult to
discover what it is.  In the first place it is a system of morality.
T'his s the great central fnet which few Masons will hesitate to
aceeplb. The relation of the Bible to that vital truthis eimblematical,
edlvgorical, and syneholicel. But there are other emblems and
symbols of cqual authority.  Livery Mason will apprehend what I
mean, and find the warrant for the statement in the ritual. Is this
system of morality enforced and illustrated 7 Undoubtedly ; and
the chief corner stone, eor rather the foundation, of the system is—
Drotherly Love, Belief, and Truthe. This is the universal religion
whicl appeals o all hnmanity, to the world, and gives the Ovder its
saunclity, authority, and charnn with all worthy members.  While
shicologians are yuibbling and distressing their narrow circlea with



