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THE TREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

Alotes & Quevies,

ANBWENRS,

THE MADIII.

In answer to a query in the April number, T send you
the following fromy the pen of an Englishman resident in
Beaypt :—Mohammed Achwmet, the Mahei, is 2 Dougoluwi,
or native of the provinee of Dongola.  Iis grandfither was
called Fuhil, and lived on the island of Nait Arti (Arti-
Dongolawi or island).  The island les east of and opposite
to Oridi, the native name for the capital of Dongolan.  Iis
father was Abdulli, by trade a carpenter. In 1833 this
man left and went to Shindi, a town on the Nile, south of
Berber. At that time Lis family consisted of thres sons
and one danghter, called respectively Mohammed, Hamid,
Mehammed Achmet {the Malidi), and Nurelsham (Light of
Syria). At Shindi ancther son was born, called Abdullah,
As o boy Mohammed Achmet wag apprenticed to Sherifed-
deem, his uncle, a boatman, residing at Shakabeh, an island
opposite Sennaar,  Iaving one day veceived o beating from
lhis uncle, he ran away to Khartoum, and joined the free
school or “Medressu” of a faki (learned man, Lead of a sect
of dervishes), who resided at Hogalli, a village cast of and
close to Khartoum. The school is attached to the tomb of
Sheikh Hogahli, the patron saint of KKhartowm, and who is
greatly reveved by the inhabitants of that town and district.
The sheikh of this tomb or shrine, altheugh he keeps a fiee
schiool and feeds the peor, derives a very Lhandsome revenue
from the gifts of the pious, He claims to be a descendant
of the originul IToghali, and through him of Muhomet.
Here Lie remained some time studying religion, the teuets
of the sheikl, &e., but did not make much progress in the
more wordly azcomplishments of reading and writing.
After a time e left and went to Derber, when he joined
augther free school kept by a Sheikh Ghubush, at o village
of that naume nearly opposite to Mekerref (Berber).  This
school is also attached to a shrine greatly venerated by the
naiives.  Here Mohammed Achmetd remained six months
completing his religious education. Thence lLe went to
Avradupp (Tawmnarind Tree), a village south of Cann. Here
in 1870 he became a disciple of another faki—Sheikh Nur-
cl-Daim  {Continuens Tight), Nnur-el-Daim subsequently
ordained lim a sheikh or faki, and he then left to take up
Lis Lome in the island of Abba, near Kana, on the While
Nile, Here Lie began by making a subterranean excavation
(khaliva—retreat}, into which Le made a jpractice of
retiving to repeat for hours the names of the Deity, and this
accompanied by fusting, ineense burning, and prayers,  His
fame and sanctity by degrees sproad far and wide, and
Molammed Achmet becarme wealthy, collectod disciples and
married several wives, all of whom he was careful to seluet
from among the daugliters of the most influentinl Bugaon
Sheikhs (Baggara—tribes owning cubtle and horses and
notables).  To keep within the legalised number (four), e
was in the habit of divoreing the surplus, and taking them
on again according to lis fancy, About the cnd of May,
1821, Le began to write to his brother fakis (religious chiefy),
and to teach that he was the Mahdi foretold by Mahomet,
and that he had adivine migsion to reform Islam, to establish
universal equality, a universal law, a universal veligion, and
a community of goods (' beyt-ul-mal®) ; also, that wll who
did mot belicve in him should be destroyed, be they
Christian,  Mohammedan  or pagan.  Awmong  otliers,
e wrote to Molhammed Saleh, a very lemmed aud
influentinl faki of Dongola, dirceting him to colleet lis
dervishes (followers) and friends and joln him at Abba.
Thas Bheikh, instead of complying with Lis request, inforimed
the Government, dechuing the wan must be wmad. This
information, and with that ecolleeted from other quuters,
alarmed his Excellency Reouf Pusha, and the result was the
expedition on 3vd Aungust 1881, In person the Mahdi is
tall, slim, with a black beard and light brown complexioeu.
Like most Dongowalis he reads and wottes with dilliculty.
Heois loeal head of the Gleelin or Kadvidge order of
dervishes, a zchool originated by Abnl-Kader-ol-Gliatami
whose temb 1s | believe at Dagdag.  Judging from Lis
conduet in aflidvs and policy, 1 shouldsay he lud eonsiderable
natwial ability,  The manner in which he had managed to
werge the usually discordunt beibes fogeiher denotes great
tact. e Lad probably been preparing the moveuent some
time past,
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A correspondent of the Doston Index clucig

DARMWINISM,
In veply to  Flat Tux,” in No. 7, there has been little
done in the way of supplying missing links since Darwin's

death. Huxley is the greatesl expositor of the theory of
Evolution,

The most important discovery has been that of

a low type of skull found in France—ns low as  the

Neanderthal, which approached that of the authropoids.

The continuity of life from the monern to man has been

pretty eonclusively established,  Darwin’s death

recent, the discoveries sinee made ennnot be many.,
NEMESIS,

The charactor of Nemesis as the goddess of vengeance is
well known, but, as with most of the Leathen divinities, was
subject to the law of evolulion, passing through thice
distinet stages in her mythologieal carcer.  She was called
the danghter of Night, and was in her earliest period a
persenification of the reverence for law and conscienee.  In
this character Nemesis 1s morally the greatest of all gods
and goddesses, In the sccoud stage, she is pictnred by
Herodotus as measuring out happiness and unhappiness ta
mortals, teaching humility to the proud and ralsing the
week and lowly, The thind stage represents her in lLer
popular eharacter as the avenging fate that seoner or laler
overtakes the hardened siuner.  8he was represented as a
virgin.—(,
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QUERIES.

1 ~ . -
Can you or any of your readers infornr e who is the

aut_hor of the following lines, and about the time they were
written,—J. 1,

"1 sent my soul througl the Invisible, some letter of the
afterlife to spell ;

And by-and-bye my soul returned to me and answered —
"1 myself am heaven and hell”

" Heaven, but the vision of Mlfilled desive,
And hell the shadow of wsoul un e

Last on the darkness into which aurselvis,
S late emerged from, shall so soon expire.”

MATTHEW ARNOLD,

ON HEARING HIM BEAD 1118 POEMS LN BOSTON.
A stranger, schooled to gentle arts,
He stept before the curivus throng,
His path e our walting hearts
Alrveady paved by sony.
Fuit well we knew his chorlsters
Whose plaintive voices haunt our rest,
Fhese sable vested harbingers
Of melancholy guest,
We sinile on him for love of these,
With eyes that swift grew dim to scan
Beneath the veil of conrteous ease
The falith-forsaken man.
To his sl gaze the weary shows
d fashions of our vain esate,
Our shallow paia ol fndse tepose,

O beoren Tove asd bt
Arve shudows oo land of mnves,
Wlhiere creels, the bublles of i dreanm,
Flasb cach avd fidde, like mecting waves
Lpon aomoeoulight stream,
Yot loval to his own despair,
Eoreet beneath a darkened sky,
e deems the thorsiest broith more fair
Than any gilded lie;
And stands, the spectre of his age,
With hopeless hands that bind the sheaf,
Claiming God's worl without I1is wage,
The bard of unbelief,

-t I:itcljéll'y World!!

lates the
tenets of @ Iree Religion ™ 1 the following terms :—
lu the article of oM. Holland, in a late Iudex, the
formula of the ree Religiomsts i set forthl,. No
scepticisnt has, hethinks spolenotthese feur prineiples:
1. The positive existence ot o transcendent Reality,
wheh reveals itself 1w conscience, but is above all
definition; 2. Our continual dependenae on this Reality,
in whicl we live and move and have our being 3 3. The
certainty that it acls through fixed and general laws ;
and, 4. Sowe sort of conmection between this action
and the tendency which leads us to do right. Now,
when we come to dwell in this Reality, we become
philosophers, and have @ real existence as such.  And
@ philosopher s not an aulowaton; he is a Reality-
relinnt man i phenomenal things, [ fact, 2 man is
as he lives, or dwells; for the quality of a substance

I must be in strict relation to the substance itself,



