THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

canse, not only our land, but every land, to be indeed
the < home of the brave and the land of the free”
Twenty vears ago, volution was a theme for sneers
and lauughter, To-day the highest culture investigates
its methods, and the name of the neblest intcrprctcr.
Darwin, is breathed with reverence and respect. 1f
there 's any laugh to cowme in, it is not in the fadt of
the evolution of the lnunan race, but, rather, it 15 in
the story of the Maker of a universe coming dowu to
fashion o man out of soft clay, as a child plays at
making mud pies ! Or in the stil more ridiculeus tale
of tracing the origin of woman to a mad man’s 1ib!
There was never a time i the history of the world
when Trecthought was so wilely spread as to-day.
Like the dew of a suwnuner morning, it has crept
cverywhere,  All the cast is aglow, with its sunlight
betokening the dawn of a fairer day, and the morning
rays of its sun afloat over to the west, enwrapping the
world 1 a hght and beauty such as it was never
clothed in before,  Iis arrows of truth and knowledge
conie speeding into the hearts and homes of the people
cverywhere, and whether Dreethought is waunted or

not, it iy here, and here to stay, to brighten, beautfy,
and  cducate the race, to Dbless the world, and,

eventually, to make this grand olld ecarth
of de l'vrht and without a serpent in it,
W ot is the resuit of all this Lre cethought that is
surging up and down Lke the ocean billows 2—wliat ity
inflncice upon sacicty, the tndividaal, upon the most
sacred and beauntiful relation 1o the world~ the family?
We are sowcetimes told {hat Frecthouoht means lax
morals, moral depravity; that lmul} of  hougint
indicates hieence, and, in the fanuly, 1t means disin-
teeration, breaking up of all that is purest and truest in
humanity,  Thas s mcorvedt, It s the Jred of Tree-
thought n society that has produced o lax morality ;
it is the prevadence of that monstrous dogma, that
though one mdulge in the most crucl and wicked
condutt, yet at the eleventh hour e may repent and
Pecome o member of the foef goclery in the © City of
the New Jerusalem,” that has made such mischiel in
ety heres It s the dodirme that  geofker has
switered and atoned for the sing of the most cuilty
wretehes, that 1s responsible for the loose morals in the
social world to-day.
Frecthought teaches that hie who sin
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that siin, not another.  In Freethought there 1s no
sucl thing as vicavious atenement, for it tenches thal

the wrong-doer must suifer the penalty of his own
wrono-doing every time, amd that there s no escape
through the sacritice of another, hving or dead.

The position of the Freethinker in the conununity 1s
rot that of one who defravds hus neighbour, who meddles
with that which is ot bis own, or who pretends to be
(hut which hefsnot, Wihatever else he may bo ca l(_tl
he not o bhvpoerite. Ilonest in his deal
mdependent i1 his views and opintons —a {tile 1’01.:;4'51,
navhbe, somctimes, sneaking ovt plainly his candid
opinion —-he is your straightforward, apri; ‘
ertizen, whose word Is as goed as Jis hond,
purfect, by any menns, for pcl‘u\ '

is

Jiweell on L'alih. but he tries to Jo as f"t'.‘l_\_' i
possible, the boest ]n‘: cayoand o Who does the best
s eire tance ablows, docs \"ul, acts nobly
Cillt o mmore.

The prisons, houzes o carrediio : !
insaue asviuns, il reloriaiors institntions, are alled,
not with Freethinkers and their familics, but by those

who belicve freethinking to be a sin, and who also
believe that siu-stains can be rubbed out with biced.
Rarcly is a Irecthinker before the Cowts for any
crinte or misdemennour-— hence, it s not this cluss who
conmmit oilence agminst law and order.

The mfluence of Trecthought m the famile 1s abwave
that which truth, condor, and common sense bears,
It finds its heaven in the home, its paradise in the

family cirele, its saviewr from ¢ 0 o corrooi
understandmyr of the Jaws of Nature, its angels of
poed in right endeavour, its bleseings in the loves
emaadionn i husbhand, wife, children, In the ]W!l‘”ﬁ
where Lberty of thought is weleo: _u{, there are no jars,
no strile, fov the vights o all are admitied andrespecin (l
In such a howme you do not find a family of « ll.llllu.lldb,

nor nest of libertines,
there a Sunday-school Superintendent or o plous
deacon, nor will you find one engaged in studying how
to violate o business trust, or branded as an embezzler,
thict, or swindler. [ challenge the whole world to
produce a family governed by true Trecthought
principles, read by reason and intelligence, that is not
upright, moral, just, and honourable. The influence
of pure liberty of theought tends not to immoerality,
Lieentiousness, or wrong doing. Where an enlightened
judgment is the guiding star, it is next to 1mpoqslblc to
o astray; and ] clum let the children educated
under its mfluence are superior, physically, morally,
all ways, for they are taught to observe the health
laws, taught that truth and justice are to be held
sacrad and mviolate—that the crown of true happiness
15 not found 1n the following of blind impulse, or
unreasoning faith, but in obeying the dictates of calin
reason, and ll\lwf 1 harmony with the mandates of
Nature, whose Jaws and commands are as the rhythmic
flow of sweet music.

Doole, music, and games are found in the Free-

thinker's hone—a sweet interchange of thought obtains
in that family circle; and one great subjedt i thought
and discussion in such a home is te kuown how to live
irt Spencer beautifully expresses the art of
living as the highest results of cducation: @ Not how
to Bive,” ke says, “in the mere wmaterial sense only,
but in the widest sense. The gencral problem which
comprehends every special problem ie the right ruling
of conduct in all directions, under all circumslances.
In what way to treat the body ;) in what way 1o treat
the mind; in what way to Lring up a family ; in what
way to manage cur affairs; in what way {o behave as
a citizen ; in what way to utilise all these forces and
sources of happiness which Nature supplics—how to
use all the faculties to the greatest advantage of
curselves and others.”

True, you may not discover

That is the dodtrine tanght and practised in the
Freethinker's home; that is the influence of free-
thinking upon the home and family—the striving to
male 1t the sweet cenlre of honour, trust, and truth, of
purity and affeclion, from which shall radiate the
principles destined to make purer and meore holy all
hearts that they muay reach—that shall yet make life
indeed worth the living.

Treethought fully and fitmly endorses monoganiic
marringes as the highest outcome of ail the seccial
forces that have eoperated in the history of the past
It belteves ot as the best and highest good for the
race, It would have 1t, not a theme for jest, a rushing
ito iIn o osil 1\', hap-hiazard manuner, the most
incompatible unions receiving priestly sanction, to be
followed by mutual recrimination  and :lhust,, and
snapped by o divorce court in a year or twe, or less ;
bat il wendd make marriage more sacred and beautiful
by o move cirelul understanding of laws, uscs,
obligetions, 2 deeper nsight into the laws that govern
temperament, tutual adaptation, congenial harmony,
all of which would malke it a cowplete blunding of
-‘!‘\H(,[Lu: woral, and menwd forces, and all hekl in
ot feft control by the luteliedt, :md, in such unions,
divorce would be as unnatural az impossible,
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Thus 15 the miluence of Frc(;m ourht positive and
praciieal. Tts c};ihh'cn are better children for being
vt that they e of hunan orighy, and that thedr

u A e hoste to sve their souls for
soic other world, but to make the best and highest
use of this—to uulold and spread all there is of ”'oodfﬁ
to turn from that which is evil—to depend on labour
and science for their aid, and not upon some nulnown
power—to do right for right's sake, not hoping for
reward, ner fearlug punishment, and that virtue
cxpects no recompense save the satisfaction arising
from the performance of nolile dewds,

Freothenght, Tittle understoe Dy many, is. Lowaver,
i s indluence, capectally upon e Lasihy, one of L
noblest and \\o'Llnu,L poswers, aod niere wnd more will
154', iniluenee be seen and {elt as the vears roll on, until

S und to be indispensable inoall the relations of
llfc. wor it is as the slars to the gt thosun to the day,
without which there can be clear light, o true life,
1o genuine beauty,

hirseat datv s not 1o mak




