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There is no part of Mr. George's book, © Progress ‘
“and Poverty,”
than the chapters eon Malthusianism,
Irish people that they may be as reckless
improvident in this one respect in the future as they
have been in the past, if they can only get rid of land-
lordism, is to encourage them to sink into a more
helpless condition than they have yet experienced.
Whatever increase of wealth or of food may take place
in consequence of political or ccenomic changes, it is
certain that, unless the prudential or other cheek he
applied, the population will rapidly rise to high-water
mark ofthe means of subsistence. If the cconomic rent
were confiscated to-morrow, and every occupler hived
rent free, the enfranchised tenant would be able no
doubt to increase his family connexions; though we
are afraid we should have to allow for the fact that the
rentless landlord might at the same time be compelled
to reduce his. The circumstances determining the
population a nation may contain are too complex to
enable anyone to arrive at an cstimate worthy a
moment’s consideration. But one thing stands out as
an indubitable scientific conclusion, that a people who
Lold it 2 virtue to bring as many children as possible
inte the world, will quickly meet with that check
included 1n the Malthusian calegory which admits of
no quibbling over terms—the giant specire of starvation
and premature death,

more open to criticism and refutation
To tell the
and

Mr, Mencure D. Conway conveys to an interviewing
representative of the * Pall Mall Gazette’ a vivid
picture of British India.
““grows thicker

“ The population,” he says,
thicker upon the soil,
“increasing by millions the number of paupers—for
they arc all more or less paupers—{estering and squalid
“in their misery.” The interviewer appears to have
been touched by the description, and he asked—
“ What, then, Mr. Conway, do you think should be
“done?” It is difficult to say what," said M.
Conway with a smile, “unless we are to appoint Mr.
“ Bradlaugh to undertake a gencral
“ apostolate throughout India,” A grave word spoken
in jest! The rapid increase of population is due to
the absence of those checks which before the advent
of British rule held sway—the massacrelof millions in
merciless wars, and periodical famines. These checks
are rcmoved, while the prudential ene has neot been
supplied. ¢ In India,” our autherity further remarks,
¢ the first duty of man is to breed. The woemen are mere
“child-producing machines.” Christian missionaries
no doubt increase the mischie! as far as they are able
by their idle cant about the * Providence of God.”
It is in this field science can work out its cnds
beneficently, and redeem by a gradual process myriads
of human beings from national and individual
degradation.  Mr. Conway obscrves that all the
educated Hindoos he met were Frecthinkers, and it is
to them we look with the hope that knowledge will
be brought heme to every village commune.

and ever

Malthusian

In a recent number of the ¢ Melbourne Argus’ we

" find the following words beginning a leading article on

certain misstatements of Bishop Moorhouse:-—* He
“stands to this day in the position of having made
“with regard to an important, and we may concede
“pious, objedl, two very definite statements, one of the
“school class pelting their Bibles and Catechisms at
“the head of a teacher who proposed to instruct them
*in religions matters, and the other wvolving the
‘““morality of state school children, the first of which,
“in spite of frequent demands, has never been verified,
“and the other hopelessly broke down on inquiry.”
If a Bishep of “light and leading ” to-day is so deficient
in the moral qualitics of caution and enquiry before
making statements affeéting the chara@ers of individuals
and Institutions, what could be expcéted from the
founders of *'the fajth " in the early centuries of the
Christian era, when the temptation was so strong upon
them to say, not what was true, but what would
advance the cause, knewing how readily what was said
would be accepted? The philosophy of history has a
vivid light cast upon it by the weakness of human
nature. There is a strong tendency in the mind to
reach desirable ends by short cuts and forbidden paths
—a tendency that accounts for many curlous events in
Listory. If Bishop Moorhouse had not been so anxious
to make out a case against the Victorian state system
of education, he might have taken more pains to be
accurate and well-informed.

It has been decrced by the Pope that ¢ the Virgin
“ Mary should be venerated and her intercession
“implored throughout the whole month of October,
““by the recitation of the most holy Rosary.” It
appears that ¢ the Rosary was instituted principally to
‘“implore the protection of the Mother of God against
“ the enemies of the Catholic name, and, as everyone
“Lknows, has been greatly effectual in delivering the
“ Church from calamities.” Poor lady! when she
bewailed the rcligious cnthusiasm of her son, and
identified {t with monomania, she little thought how
superstition would supply her want of faith. That a
god should need a mother, is the inheritance of the
old mythology, and is quite natural to all Naturc-
worshippers and their modern representatives.  What
requires to be explained is that Mary's protection
should have been only “ greatly,” and not altogether,
cffectual in delivering the Church. And why should
she require the Dominicans, stimulated by the
Fisherman, to make such strenuous efforts to rouse
her to perform a duty that love of the Church would
suggest she should undertake voluntarily ? Further,
it does scem a strange conception of her son's god-
head, not to speal of his consistency, that he should
require his mother's intercession for a cause that he
had made specially his own,  Further comment might
excite morc ridicule than we c¢ver desire to cast on a
mythological survival.
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Socialism is taking a deflinite form in England, an
organisation termed the Democratic Federation having
adopted openly the theory inlis progranuue,  As thore
are many shades of socialism, that of the IFederation
will only be known when one of its members has delined
it; and this 1s likely to be donein a public discussion
between one of its champions, a Mr. Hyndman, and
Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, Of Mr. Hyndman's powers
of maintaining a cause in debate we know nothing ; but
it may be cexpedted that he will define what his
association means by the term, and explain how it
hopes to accomplish the salvation of the race by a prin-
ciple cast aside by all nations emerging frem barbarism.
For the Village community was formed on a Socialistic
basis, just as the Aege of the Maorl is at the present
day. It is possible that all old definitions will be
improved, if not in substance, at least in form. It was
Louis Blane, we think, who gave us the formula:
“ From every one according to his ability; to every one
“according to his wants.” The objection to this
antithetical philosophy is that until the “ OILl Adam”
is driven out of humanity the wants will be in an inverse
ratio to the ability that has to supply them. We
suppose the Hyndman definition will seek to aveid the
fallacy. Mr. Bradlaugh belongs to the school of John
Mill, and the cause of Individualism has no abler
champion. The question grows in interest.

In another column will be found a discussion on
Masonry, If the contention of ¢ A Master Mason” 1s
~correct it shows the order as possessing the clements
of progress, and by no means so dependent on theology
as the ceremonial part would lead outsiders to supposc.
It is nevertheless true that in a great many of the
Constitutions religion is preached with as much ngor
as if the doctrines were proclaimed from an cvangelical
pulpit. = That masonry is passing through a crisis of
Freethought is apparent from the zeal of clergymen
and others in preaching the crusade against the infidel,
The Roman clergy denounce the order beeause it
divides the allegiance of their people who become
members, and because in France, Italy, and Spain the
order has declared war against the clerical power,
The Anglican clergy, on the other hand, imagine they
can make the organisation a bulwark of orthodox
theology. In Irciand, masonry has passed into the
hands of the Orangemen, and Orange Christianity has
actually been incorporated with the ritual. In the
colonies there 1s beyond question a large element of
freethought among masons, though the references fo
allegory and * sacred V" law—pace “ A Master Blason™
—leave the character of Linglish masonry in somc
considerable doubt.

To those clergymen who have lately been reading
to their congregations the Dishop of Peterborough’s

“ three Discourses in Defence and Confirmation
wof the I'aith” we commend the {ellowing
extract from Chillingworth’s  great  work, “The
“ Religion of the  rotestants, a  sale way to

« Salvation "t Lut then as for the authority which
“you [the Cathelics] would have men follow, you
Wavill et them sce reason why they should follow it
« And is not this to go a littie about—to lcave reason
¢ for a short turn, and then to come to it again, and o
“ do that which you condemn in others? It being
“indeed a plain impossibility for any man to submit
« his reason but to reason; for he that doth it to
« authority, must of necessity think himself to have

The true
on authority is faith by

‘ greater reason to believe that authority,”

meaning of faith resting

o

wholesale,  Its aim s to reduce inquiry to the smallest
morscl.  Autlority is a general argument intended t
hold the place of the study of particular facts, Thc

railway bridge is safe because the engineer in charge
says so.  Well and good, our general experience of
engineers 1s & reason for having faith in them. Dt if
we sce the bridge is shakey, a plate [ractured here
and a beam rotten there, and if, morcover, an enginecr
outside of the «department”™ cendemns it, what
becomes of our faith then; is it anything more than a
prejudice likely to lead to disaster? Substitute the
Bible for the bridge, and theologians for engincers, and
the analogy is obvicus. Authority as a fact is onc
thing ; authority as a right is another.  All men begin
with authority, and faith is instinctive. The morc a
man is a child, the more he belongs to authority. In
this respect the bulls of mankind are children, and in
most things righily se.  True authority imposcs itsclf
upon us without having to show its titles. Let doubt
arise, lot objections Dbe put forward—that meoment
authority is no more.

Allowing for thetorical exaggeration and theolegical
bias, there is more than a grain of truth in Archdeacon

Farrar’s deseription of the corruption of modern
socicty, ¢ Would te God,” he said in 2 scrmon
preached recently at St Margarel’s London, * that

« Fngland’s prophets and statesnien, would stand there
“to think of and confess hier faithlessness and her
¢ drunkenness and her mammen worship—all the fraud
and all the greed that corrupt her commerce; all the
dirt and degradation that lwk in her dark places;
all the slanders and lies on which her fashionalble
society ignobly gloats and daintily revels in; all the
bad examples of frivolity and godless pleasure with
which many of her rich set a bad example to her
poor; all the timid conventionality and immoral
acquicscence of her laws; all the party spirit which
mars her pelitics and makes unchristian and anti-
christian the champlons of her religionism; all the
ignobleness ef her professions, her dearth of faith,
‘and of great examples, her desperate lack of
nobleness and magnanimity, her pride and envy aud
fulness of bread, sects and churches tceming
with zeal abeul (rifles, and deadness about things
cssential 3 the streets of her Sodom rife with
¢« prostitution, and recking wilth abommable drink.”
The preacher goes on o complain that he hears no
prophet’s voice raised against these evils, but *only
“ the voices of the enemy and the blasphemer,” 1t 15
not the first time in history that reformers have been
mistaken for Dlasphemers and cnemics, and 1t might
be well if the churches, instead of dencuncing such
men as Dradlaugh, were to endeavour to understand
them, A Hitle direct contadt with the realitics of
things weuld do the “sleck orthodoxics ™ a great deal
of vood, and would go far to prevent that social
revolution, which Archdeacon Tarrar prodicls s
imminent and scems almost to long for, as the enly
means by which Eogland can be foreed * to see God's
“ gerrible finger shrivelling the falschoods which so
¢ thickly encrust her Church and her State.”
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Many worthy people seeny to fancy that IFrecthought
is certain to end in revolution, and point to Irance
an example and warning,  This is nmmch the same
attributing the bursting of a beiler to the lifting of an

as
as
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overloaded safety valve, forgetting that if the steam
had been allowed to escape sooner it would not have
Lurst al all. Cluistianity is the name for the way in
which men thought about thelr relation to unseen
powers and to cach other for ncarly eighteen centuries
of Luropean civilisation. It was based on faith in
God and devout obedicnce to his supposed will, both
of which were Lo be infinitely rewarded in another
state of existence,  Fhe time came when, in Irance at
any rate, men found that gradually kings and pricsts,
and those whose interests seemed bound up with that
of king and priest, used the tremendous power which
this faith gave them, not for the advantage of the mass
of the peaple, but for their own.  Against falschood,
tyranny, umorance, and scliishuess, men like Rousscan
and Voltaire, appealed to truth, liberty, knowledge,
and sympathy, and the old social order fell amid
viclence and excesses which disgraced ¢ the revolution ™
but proved how corrupt had been the antecedent
conditions. In no small degrce, thanks to the
spiritual revolution then created, whose clleets are far
wider spread and more permanent than tlie historical
one, there is cvery probability that such social and
political changes as may be due to modern freethought
will be in no way revolutionary, but will recognise the
scientific truth, that permancnt progress can only arise
from the development of order.

It is suggestive, and ought to shake people’s faithin the
conservative value of the so-called religious sanctions,
that Mr IHenry George's unjust and revolutionary
preposal to nationalise the land by what 1s virtually
of the preperty of land owners, 1s
largely due to his conviction that ** the Almighty, who
< ereated the cavth and man for the carth, has entailed
“it upon all genervations of the children of men,”
hence, ¢ though his titles have been acquiesced in by
* generation afier generation, to the landed estates of
“thie Duke of Westminster, the poorest child that is
“ born in London to-day has as much right as his
“cldest son,”  In his later book, ** Social Problems,”
tiere wre nol wanting indications that Mr. George is

1 .. I amn i sy
Lile couniiscation

prepared Lo attack other forms of property on shutlar
grounds, and to advocate breaches of public faith on
the highest religious principles,  In short, it is just as
casy to preach the divine right of robbery now to
sympathising audiences as il was formerly to preach
the divine right of kings. It i3 perhaps more than a
coinchleuee that Rouwsseau, who was the most divectly
revolutionary of the literary precursors of the reign of
terror, was also the most reactionary force in religion,

THE TOETD,

e is a poet who lays stone to stone,

Axwell s he who builds the lofty thiyme.

W Tave stoae porms dating [rom the prime
Or Athens, and three thouswud yeavs have flown
Without the ivy of ehlivion

Loogsing one fragment of the pile subiime,

Heared on Troy’s ushes In the eldertime
By the blind islaider, The Parthenen

And Thind are ideas like in Kind,

But dillerently expressed. Tt matters not

What the madevial moulded to the mind
If the result matehes the artist’s thonght.

One builils a stately pleasuve iowse in vliyme,

Auother builds a poemw in stoue and lime.

Dovgnas B, W, Spapes.
—* Mclbowrne Leader”

To endeaver o work upon the vulgar with fine sense
13 lilke attcnpling to hew blocks of marble with 2 razor.

An able minn shows his spirit by gentleness and
resolute actions; he Is neuher Lot nor timid, ——
Chesterfield,

Aassing  Alotes,

We have reccived a note from My, Pratt, in Mclbourne
at the time of writing, My, Pratt intended leaving for
Englind by the Liguria on the 16th May.

In one of the essays of “CGeorge Llint” lately collected
wil published, the aunthor deals with the habit of * unserupu-
losity of statement” which pulpit oratory is apt to
encourage.  erhaps 1b1s safer (says the Melbourne Avgus”)
to extend the gencralisation a little further, and to say that
this unserupulosity is a besetbing sin of the oratory addvessed
to the public in any way which exempts it from criticism
aund contradiction,

The ¢ Liberal 7 gontaing & verbatim report of a diseussion
in Sydney, between Mr. Robert White and Mr, Thomas
Walker, on the Question: “ That Theilsm is superior to
Asheisin in meeting the intelleetual and moral requirements
of manking,” Mr, White aflivmative and Mr. Walker
negutive. The debate is a very able one. Our opinion is,
amd it may be taken for what it is worth, that JMr. Walker
shows much greater power than his opponent. Perhaps he
Las the stronger case,

Mr. Joseph Symes, feelicg the want of a Freethought
paper in Melbourne for lelping forward the movement, has
succeeded in floating & Company with a capital of £500, for
the purpose of starting a weekly paper to be called the
Literator, of which he will be editor and sole manager.
Judging by his former econtributions to the London
¢ Freethinker’ it will probably be run on the same lines,
The fitst number was to have been issued early in May.
We wish our contemporary the suceess it is certain to obtain
in My Symes’s hands,

Mr. Bradluugh's present Pavliamentary position is thag
he is being sued by the Government for penalties for voting,
Ilis answer 18 that he is not answerable under the statute,
meaning that he has taken the oath and complied with the
conditions required to make him a perfect member of
Purlinment. A dietam of M. Justice Stephen’s favors Mr.
Bradlaugl’s eontention, If Mp Bradlangh should win
Le will onty be kept from exercizing his privileges by brute
force. If he should lose the penalties will be paid, and his
appeal to the constituencies will not be weakened, The
penalties sued for amount to £2500,

Charles Bradlaugh, seen through the French eyes of M.
Philippi, of * Les Wemps,’ is “ the genius of cavil personified,
with the mnzele of a tiger, crouched down in the jungle of
the most tangled legislation of the world ; perpetually
occupied, not with extricating the spivit of the law, but
with trying to diseover its weaknesses.” [This is 2 good
illustration of that Gallic wit that sacvifices truth for the
salie of the sintenee, Looked at seviously, M. Philippi's
disordered  funcy yiekls nothing better than a gross
earieature of 2 man whose motives and actions are beyond
the sketeher's comprehension. ]

Al Bradlaugh, inw public letter addressed to Sir Stafford
Northeote, denonuees the conduct of the right hon, gentleman
in vigorous and dignified terms, The moving of the
resolution in the House of Commons, which excludes My
Bradlaugh from the precinets of the house, is deseribed a3
mean, spiteful, and wnworthy of an English gentleman.
Sir Staftord Nortlicote and those who have acted with him
are declwred to have brought Parliamentary Government
into contempt by upholding the ouse of Commons ag “* the
chief law-breaking ussembly of the world” “You have,”
Lie writes, ¢ won sympathy for me throughout the land ;
you have made Northampton stand by me closer than ever;
you are now awakening the country to stand by Northamp-
ton.,”  Mur. Justice Stephen, when dismissing the suit which
My, Bradlavgh had instituted against the Sergeant-At-Arms
adwised that an appeal should be made to the constituencies,
M, Bradlangh tells 8ir Stafford Northeoto that he intends
to make that appeal. ¢ Already,” he concludes, “ I hear
it, too, on the day when, from my place in the House, I
move-—¢ That all the resolulions rvespecting Chuarles Brad-
langh, member for Novthampton, hindering him from obey-
ing the law, and punishing him for having obeyed the law,
be expunged from the Journals of this House, as being
subvorsive of the rights of she whole body of electors of
this kingdom."”
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Mrs, Besant in the F Nutional Reformer,” says that My,
Bradlangh was a member of the Grand Lodrvo of Muasons of
Fngland until the Prince of Wales was “eleeted Grand
Master, when he seub In his cevtificite and withdeew on the
ground of the notouionely immoral chavacter of the Prince.
Yet Mr. Bradlaugh's atheistical opinions had been proclaimed
openly thronghont the kingdom for upwards of twenty years.

Trederic Harrison, the distinguished writer and Positivist,
says that Henry GLOI“"C is trving to import into England
the morals of a C alifornian bandit and mail robber.  This is
hardly correct, for Californian bandits do not, we supposo,
justify their actions to theiv vietims, 1f dMr. George is a
bandit, he is one with a benevolent pwrpose, though we
approve as little as Bdlr. Harrison dees of some of hiy
doctrines.

1t is often announced from tho pulpit how willingly the
preacher is prepared to grant perfect freedom to all and
sundry, but with just a little reservation that Freethinkevs
who are taking away thelr fuith are not deserving of
toleration. Clavdinal Manning is prepared to grant eivil
rights to all but Atheists, who are to be excluded and held
unto perdition. He might fortify himself with the famons
proclamation of Marshal Soult, issued to his army in 1504:
—¢ Linkrry, Equariry, Fratensiey '—7o the Soldicrs of
the drmy of the Rline —The citizen-soldicrs will vote to-
morrow whether Napoleon Douaparte, Consul for life, shall
Le Emperor of France. It is not my intention to influence
the opinion of any of my soldiers, but anyone voting “ No”
will b shot hefore the front of the reglment.  Vipe la liberts!
Sovrr, Genernl.” To the Cavdinal, with the cditor’s
compliments !

Sir William Fox, i a lecture on Freethought wersis
Chnsthuuty (New  Zealand  ¢Times’ Alay llxtn) gave
expression to a foul slander in the followi ing wouh —
“ Referring to the leaders of Freethought in he present
day in England, he pointed out that the most populur was
an advocate for that forl deetrine, destructive of all domestic
Lappiness—ires love. He and a fomale associate had
pnblished a beok whose obiect wns the spread of this
doetrine, aud for which they were eventually indicted, only
cseaping a leng term of imprisonment by a techuieal flaw.”
He adds: “DMen such as these could not come to an
impartial consideration and investigntion of the trath of the
Sceriptures, for every time they openad the Book they muss
receive a slap in the fuce.”  This is another illustiration of
thie recklessness and untvnthfulness of Christians in dealing
with their opponeuts.  Br. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besiat are
botl the most determined oppencuts of everything suvouring
of free love, The Malthnsiun work for whicli they were
indicted, so far frow encournging free love, Is direeted
against it,  Chief Justice Cockburn and the jury who
tricd the ease, in oxpress terms acquitted both publishers of
impure or unworthy motive, Dut it suited Sir Willium
Fox to utter 2 fulsehood and keep back the truth.  As for
the Seriptures giving frec love a sl in the face, the Bool
bristles with preciouns examples of righteons ™ chavacters,
whose loves were so licentions and gross and “frec” that
it is quite sufficient if we refur to the fact, without giving
particulars, to cxcite the loathing and detestation of all
prure minds.

Ouvrcontributor “ Agnostic” thinlks some noticeis due from
us of certain %pultu;\hamg manifestations reported in the
¢ Liberaly and vouched for by a long arvay of names. If
“ A mmostic” refleets however for a moment he will see that the
data necessary to enstble ws to eriticise the plicunomoenaare want-

ing. Let us give an illustration.  The helr to the Tiperial
throne of Aunstrin lutely atteuded a scance in Lis vwn

Liouse, the conditions resemhling
in both iustances the “spivit”
provided with curtaing which met in the centre, The
archduke applied a test in the shape of a d:)Ol which, o1 a
spring being touched, dmul and Tustened itself .suuu(,ly.
The “gpivit " eame into the roony, and after o display of ity
cthereal yualifieations, made for the curtrined door, but
found un obstucle in the seeret door of wood which barred
the way, The * spivit” struggled to force the
while the spectators roaved with launghter, and at length
the © spirit,” finding its efforts to escape fruitless, changed
itgelf into the medinm who was supposed to be in o truoen
in another oo, Now, the veply of the believer of course
will be that one ease of frawd proves nothing, and that the
appearance of the SBydney spivit was genuine 3 wldle the
seeptic may rojoin that there was no sveret deor to put the

those of Syduey—that is,
passed in through o door

barrier,

matter to the proof.  Dut the onus i not on us to expluin

the phenomena until a serlous attempt be made to tind a
seicntific basis for spivitnalism. When tlds Tas been dis-
covercd, analysis, qualiladive as well ws quantitative, witll
deternine the elementary faets.  And finally, let us say that
as we have never come acrass a disembodied spivit, we
prefer to remain an agnostic in this vespeet wnlil we bave
recoiv ed mthm 111111111111110:1 or 111&1:11‘&1011

S 410‘[0

Clold diminishes tlm (onductnw power Gf nerves for nerve
force, whereas it inereases the COIIthL,llllb power for ¢lectrieity,
of solids or flnids,  The crushing of a nerve, or tying it tight,
aund afterwards relaxing it, will interfeve with future passage
of tlie nerve current, wheveas bruising will liwve no eitoet
upen the metal wire,  Nerve force hence, 1t 1s clear, diflirs
from electrical force, although it woullappear to be correlated
to it, in the same way that it way be sad Lo be corvelated
to ('humc i1 foree, with the heat e\'ulopcd in the muscle, and
even with the peculiar moeleculr wotions which preduce
musenlar contraction and all its physical aud mechauical
consequences,—* Seience Monthly.!

M. Miuel, who is ene of the Ieading anthovities on the
gubject of air germs, Tos recontly conducted experiiments at
the Montsouris Laboratory witich prove that all gascous
antiseptics are nhvost uscless. De. Lundur long ago wain-
tuined the meflicieney of the vapour from ellovide of T,
phenol, or perfumes, (o kil gernis, and ML AMiguel has
demoenstrated the correetness off lits views,  He finds Alé
the vapours of chlovine, bromive, lodine, winl chloroform
take several weeks to kil the mucerobes, awd that they Jdo not
act nt all unless present in sueh quantity as to render the air
rrespivalle.  Consequently, so long ay the air Is breathable
1t may contain living gevies, M, AMliquel considers mereury
to be the most practically usetful antiseptic known, )

At a meeting of the Toyal Sociely of Fdinburgl, on
January 21et, My Johne Atkin vead notes on the recent ed
sunsels,  There were two  theories regavding U, One
was that ther were due to an overabundanee of dust in the
alr— -meteoric or voleanie, My, Proctor hold thot the dust
was meteorie, and most other people thai it was volennie.
e (\Il Adtken) thonght they ad aredy menns of deter-
nmining whetherthe 1:11(,110 nenon was Jac to e water yyvapour
or d.ht Woitery vapowr aeted as an absorbent, aod the light
of the sun in passing through 1t Lad certain 1;1\ sl qrmul
but, if the colour wis pmduct «d by dust, it would aet ws o
hlf(ll)'c' agent, aud would not (1(,.~.Lro‘} the mys. b were
dust, then, they ought to have somcwhere in the sky
the Lmnpl\ me ntu\' u)h)uls to the brilliont reds they found
in sunsets. e thought they had those cowplement: wy
colours. T they had ex: wnined  the sky overhewd, t]nv
would have found that the bhnes were very deep and the
greens mere brillnt than any of them had ever seen hefore.
’lllL"*l, Blues and greens woere complementary to the reds.

The rays, thevefore, had not been desty n:.s\l, but refleeted
by «dust; and for that veson it appenred to him that dust in
the air was the enuse of the flne sunsets,
Vipour.

aned not walery

[he Tiverpool Post states that o discovery las reeently
been muade i eleetrie ghting which, it is nolaul by the
patentes, will solve the question how to bring the lectrie
light into opuvation {fur domestic use, o Las been found
possible; it s said, Lo produee the light without the aid eithor
of enciues or dynamas,  All that 35 vegquired wre merely the
ordinary metals aud carbons and vpeendiar kind of “aeid.
These are put into an ordinary eell, ;mnl nmediately the nenl 1s
poured i and the continuity established the eloctric foree
hegins to develop.  Fxperimends have recently been e
hy Me 18 HL Thompson, the well known clectvieal engineer,
hy \\hu‘h a 20-eandle light Tas been kept (:011ti11110us]y goling
hy the slectric current being genernted in {his Wiy and Hn,
experiinents have been pronounced o declded sncerss Ly all
who Juive wituessed them, Dy this process no acenmulators
are required, and the batteries can be so made us to supply
one or o hundred morve lights, according to the number
recuived. The new licht (which is ealled the Aeme), it
is asserted, will he admirahly satied for conntry vesidenees,
vaciits, do., and eang i s estinted, be produeed at o price
abont the same ss that of gas, with veey superior Hluneinuting
power, while the original expunse ol providing 20 Luops of
20—candle power cuclt is caleuluted at ubout £30,
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An instance of poisoning from eating tinned mutton is
reported from Glasgow,  Of those who lhad paurtaken of it
two boys dicd ; while several other persons wore :r\‘tt:‘mkr‘.ll
with vielent vomiting and purging, Lut recoverad. It is not
probable that in this ease, says the Laneet, the tin ]1:1}1 mucl
to do with the resnlt. The salts of lead, such as might be
formal hy the netion of putreseent animal watter, of the ni-
teates, devived from it, or of sull, are capuble, no doubt, of
producing the symptoms i question, if taken in large
guantity ; but it s hardly possible that the tn can have
been corvoded to this extent. The unfortunate eivewmslance
presents to us rather an cxanple of septic in'i't-z‘tt%on, (‘lll(?,
it wonld seem, to putrefiction of the meat. Lhis nu‘ghb
casily arise oither frowm the use of Liuted meat to begin \\'_1th,
or from the ndmission of air during or after tinning,
We Liave not adverted to the possibility of adulteration with
injrurious forelzn matter.  Suel a possibility naturally pre-
sents itself, ad no doubt reesives attention fl‘().lll the authori-
ties who nee Investigating the ease. No evil need result
from eating preserved went if it he cal'ef‘ull)_f prepaved and
selected, bub this incident, and others like it, tencl us by
sliup experience that more attention is requived for our
dictetic cconomy than is now given to it.

M. Petrie’s recently publislied book tln‘ows_a new light
upon the meelianieal means enmployed by the builders of the
Pyramids,  He traces on the lhuge stones of which the
Pyramids are built, the undeabted warks of saw eutting
and tubular drilling,  He believes that the tools employed
were of brouze, and asserts that this metal has left & gieen
stain on the sides of the saw cuts.  Jewels to form cutting
points, he Lelieves to have beew set botl in L]l'(‘, teeth ()fth_c
saws and wlso on the clrownference of the Qeills.  (If this
Le true, vock baring diumond duills are no uew things). He
Las even detected evidence of the employment of lathes with
fixed tools und mechanieal vests,

7 Avogress.

DUNDEDIN FREETHOUGHT ASSOUIATION,

ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of members of the Dunedin Free-
thenght Associntion was held on May 5th, the President
(Lobert Stout, Feg.) in the ehair.

TIE BEPoLT,

The following report was vead and adopted :—¢ The
connuittee, o prosenting theip annual report to the members,
Live 1o express satisfietion ab the continued suceess of the
Asmociaton during the past year,  There have been two
cvents of iportinee to Frecthinkers in Anstralasia during
term of ollice of the exceutive,  These were— a2 conference of
Freethinkers held in Metbourne in A ugust, and the founding
of the I'reethought Federal Union of New Zealand in March
Tast,
give still reeater solidurity to the Frectliought movement,
and help forward the duy when theve will e absolute freedon:
e the expression of all views,  Cousidering the provailing
brale depression, the funds of the Associntion have kept up
fuitly.  The totad reeeipts for the cwrrent year, ucluding
rents, leetures, soctal gatherings, subscriptions, and members’
tickets, have been £891 12 3d, while the expenditure on
curtenl aceonnt has heen £4812 7. There has been an
expenditure on building aeceunt in addition to this, and the
committee Liope Ut during the current year the amount still
owing cn building aceount will he prid off, and that the
expenditure on current acconnt will not be so heavy,  As
the members are wware, two lecturers not wembers of e
Association have siven us loctures- —our old friend M.
Charles wight, and < lve  Mis Bright has also given
severaluddiessos, el as hon, seeretary of the Exhibition
Lesideal, has viven us valuable nssistance.  The Exhibition
Festival, whicl is o close on Monday, Tas been n great
suceess, and to the ladios who are working so well, and to
those who have heen kind enough to forward donations, the
commitiee bey to tender their  warmest thanks.  The

The committee hope that both these events will tend to

conunittee have wuach pleasure in also presenting the report

of the Children’s Tiveewm.—Ropury Srovr, President.”

" The Lyeewn Ladies” Connuittee have to report that
dwivg the past year the Children’s Lyceum has  wet
regularly o Runday afternoons. The averige atbondanee
from Junuary to May of the present year was—Boys, 43 ;
girly, 415 total, 84 The number on the voll for the sac

was—DBoys, 78 ; girls, 64; total, 142. This shows that the
attendance has been soinewhat irregnlar, but the smallness
of the average attendance ns compared with the roll number
1s explained from the fact that the majority of the children
are of tender age,  The committee, however, intends taking
steps to enswre greater regularvity of attendance. During
the year a libravy for the children was established, and it
now contains 330 volumes. The committee has to thank
the numerous friends who generously contributed towards
the library, and hopes that duving the next year the num-
Lev of books will be considerably augmented. The committee
is glad to state that the children have had regular practice
in singing under Mr. Lister, and it has to thank that gentle-
man for his kind attention and trouble. During the year
no paing have been spared to interest, and at the same time
instruct, the children, and the committec hopes that all mem-
bes of the Asscciation will endeavour to send their children
to the Lyceum, as it believes that the future welfare of the
Ficethought Association and the growth of Freethought in
thiscity, to a great extent depends upon training the children
in the doctrines of Freethought,—T. Cheyne Farnie, Hon.
Sce, Children's Lyccum,”
ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

The following officers were duly elected for the ensuing
year:i—DPresident, Robert Stout, Fsq.; Vieepresidents,
Messrs J, Stone and W. M, Bolt; Secretary, Mr. T. Farra;
Treasurer, MrW. Malcolm; Committee— Messrs John Parker,
Thomas Tow, T. C. Farnie, W. Dickson, John Marshall,

AL Harris, I N. Watt, F. Chapman, M, Jackson, Thomas

Cullen, and W. Clarke. The Ladies’ Association nominated

three, the choir two, and the band two members of the
comiittee,

EXHIBITION FESTIVAL,

The sccond anniversary of the opening of the Lyceum
Mall was celebrated by the holding of an exhibition festival
on the Ist, 2nd,and 3rd of May. The * festival " consisted
of a bazaar and an exhibition of several pianos, bicycles,
sewing and knitting machines, boots and shoes, books, &e.,
de. The festival was a great success, and was largely
patronised by all sections of the community. It wag
entircly got up by the ladies of the Association, who of
conrse obtained assistance from all and sundry ; and ite
wonderful success is in a great measure due to the
unflagging labours of Mrs. Charles Bright, with whom the
idea of holding the bazaar originated. That the ides was
an excellent cne, and that the festival was worthy of
patronage, is proved by the fact that the net proceeds at the
conclusion of the bazaar and Bruce auction amounted to
£170.  The festival was opened by an address from M.
Stout, the President of the Association, The Hall was
tastefully decorated with flags, kindly lent for the occasion
by the City Conneil. The walls were hung with pictures,
the frawes of which were prettily wreathed with ferns, while
everywhere the eye was relieved by a profusion of greenery
and a pleasing contrast of colours. Stretched right across
the proscenium, and facing you as you entered the door,
was an emblem with the motto Truth for Authority "
beautifully worked in various-coloured roses. To your left,
extending the whole length of the hall, were the various
stalls, groaning with an accumulation of articles, varying
from faney goods and fine raiment, from Jjewellery and
ornaments of all deseriptions, to woollen socks and dressed
dolls.  These were presided over by the sweet Birens, who
lured you not to destruction, but into, firgt, an examination
of the said articles—ealm, cool, and critical ; then into
admiration thereof; then, by judicious diplomatic questions
such as “Isn't that beautiful—and so cheap, you know "
into damaging and suicidal affirmative answers thereto,
after which an ignowinious surrender, marked by the
transference of the coin of the realm to the lady of the
stall, in exchange for the article you have prematurely
admired.  Down the centre of the hall, and ulong the right
hand side, were the various exhibits,  Several bicyeles and
knitting machines, exhibited by W. Melville & Co., of
Guorge Stroet, attracted a lot of intevest, The knitting
machines were constantly working, and for the moderate
sum of 2s 6d you could obtain from there a pair of socks
of any shape, size, or pattern, and enjoy at the same time
the eestatie privilege of seciug them knitted.  Several of
the Wertheim Sewing Machines, exhibited by the Dunedin
branch of the Company, could also be seen and heard in
full work. A magnificent grand piano, und several cottage
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planos, forwarded for exhibition by Mr.o J. A X0 Riedie,
the manager of the Dunedin Pane Warchouse, were much
admired, and the “ grand,” partienlavly, was hrought into
froquent requisition.  Desides these there were greenstone
exhibits, jewellery, hoots and shous, Dride’s-cake mnking,
machinery of duferent kiuds, and vavions other exhihits
too numerous lo mention.  An cliicient orchestra (some-
times under the leadership of 3. TParker, at other times
under Mr, Kelly, and, at other times still, the Tadicd
orchestra) discoursed sweet music doring the afternoons
and evenings of the faiv,  From tiwe to time, also, the
entertaiment weuld be varied by the singing of the choir,
Ly the soft choruses and jecularities of an anwtenr yinstie
troupe, or by soles and recitations,  And il you wished to
be rid of the gay aud ghldy throng, anid be for a time at
least free from the caves of the would, vou could rest at
ease at the ten and coftee stall, and, for the madest sum of
3d, ealmly and benignly and indolently sip your coilee in
a dreamy, far-off kind of way, mude more romaniic by the
muarnur of wusic and laughter and indistinet pratile of
conversation, until your reverie is rudely broken and your
romance shattered by the sovdid ('\rllnn.tt.mn of “Oh! My
Bo-und-so, do go in for this rafile; we only want three
more, and 1t’s ohl} halfcrown @ mmember——and such o
siceet, pretty bowet /7 Neluetantly, and with a dissenting
smile, you feel called npon to disgorge anothier dime to the
gener al stoclk, and with the faint ]101\0 of escaping similar
appe'ﬂs you ﬂccompan\' vour falr sister—withont moerey—
round the room in search of other haifierowns, Dt i is
of no avail.  During your journey you diseover thal voun
are famous.  Fveryone in the reom—that is, everyone who
desires a half-crown for a rlle—luows you nmae, isoa
personal friend of vours, and pleads, ol se cunestly, fo be
allowed to put your name down on Ler Tist for this or oy
that, that inv 4111]11\' you give in, aud, like aan populay
and ﬁunou. should o, part the require A sum, However, T
must say that the hm rafllers were not too tmportunude,
and during the whole time of the festival T never Teard
single murmur of disapprolation, or anvthing, i fuet,
exeept evidences of the utmest goad Lmowr on the et
of evervone. The ratlling of the woods alwavs appesred
dtl:fllCtOJ.\' and the faet tlnt a very Luoge portion o the
moncy raised was obtained from comls voluntariy
ab the stally, shows that at least o large per centu
articles were useful and vot merely ormumental .
The Ladies’ Association is to be covgratulatidd
success of their venture, and T think that the

by

il
Tonediew,
especially Mus. Bright, deserve the sineere thanks of the

Heo

Freethovoht A\ssmnuon for the very consileralde sum of
money thcy have been the means of placing at the disposal
of tlie Association.

NELSON FREETHOUGHT

ASSOCIATION.

The Sceretary of this Association kmdly conds us
the following particulars -

Nelson, 2end Alny

SIrR,—Since my last commun ‘Lat on we have la
addresws and lectures ‘from severa! of ou Lmbc 5
evenings. Our Dresident hus beer from Nu. movisiti
at New Plymouth, but during hisabsercea Mv Irsern, af Lot
happening to be in Nelson, on Sunday cve: rng, he kindly g
an address, T may say a most Interestizg and hisboctive lr; :
an hour and a quarter, andd the Associatinn regret the
opportunity to advertise it also, that his Dusiness woulid
his making but a very short stay of a couple of day In faet, such
a one residing amony us would be 2 most valuable acpuisition to wir
Association,

We have also had My Charles Dirig o twn
lectures, one, " Reply tong ‘wslmn What will vou its place?
and one, ‘l;, the God vl’t 12 Bible worthy of reverence 37 M O
Dright is so well known to vour readers that I oot o say but hitle of
ihem further than that hislectures were as usual very good, atd were

thoroughly appreciated by two large awliences, aml, s the

following will show, woke up the ()1t]mt||1\ O the dellowies

Sundny 1t was puhh: ly announced o the papers that the TWov, D

Taylor, at Christ Church in ihis city, \‘.'n:ﬂﬂ woach o the tao
¥ ’ |

lectures of Mr, Liright, under the title * The Gold of the Jiiie

what will you give usin 2is place.”  As1didnot hear the reverend
doctor preach I can say nothing more than hearsay, which was that
he made nash of it—iot at all surpr cousidering he did not
hear a word of either lecture. It » pabilicly announced
that the Rev. J. Il Lewis, of the Cowgregational Church Love,
would reply to Mr, [iright's second lectuve, the reverend gentleman

being  present throstzhout  the lecture, The membors of b
Association wished o heatr b and Lo cive A7l the el
opportenity, the o vinoat the Ueaethena bt PLatt was posivenn:
until 830 jnstewd of 7 opoa, “I_\‘Hl:ll Al iy others o omhed
the Mev. ], 1L lewis's Churcl, which was well attended

The Rev. hbr. Lowis's discourse was much abuve an howr. and

THE FREETHOUGHT
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I with many others cannot sprak too highly of 1L, his boldness
of speceh and liberality faivly astenishing his hearers. The
manner i1 which he said from his very hemrt he fally endorsed
miany of v, Dirichts allusions (queting the sae) and the pradse
hie gave him for his nuld, temperate, and gentlemanly speakns, L
am o snre was gratifying to his congregation, e entreated all to
scarch the Seriptures for themselves, and not to take Iits or any
min's apinion let biog be whe or what ke mav, but with their own
ancd form

COmMIMo §Cnse TULE0T their own bolief and seek to
discover tho truths thevein contained, As [ Learh Ten 18 to
be pubiished, and think in Cme B vour next issue, Twill sendd it
that you may, i space will ailow yon, make some extracts.  In
conclusion, I ean only sov had T oheand the sermon from a
1 platforn Tshonld ave considered T had Listened to

wenwht fectnre, The vevercinl gentioman is

Quing to o Clectures at Lis Chuarels on Sundavevenings
aml 1 feel e 1 have vers full congieaations,

Iam thankiud o say cur Association s progressing s Lllsf;tdulilj'.

I am, &,

Lowanrn 'naviu

ITon ary Nelson 1AL
[We Ll to o aevtioing o ihe lecivnve as roporied W
wartint 1 Hk[‘ll\ ool onr ocorrespendent, that it meght bave
bz a Lrecthinker, It seems o very common-piice

.Lp: Topelios s the excuses for Jehovah, how-
wenther of the Sertan Pantheon

seorrespemdent fads o

ABRS0CH

PRDURY FREETHOUGHT
THON.

Secrelary

CANT

1

S 0r

oot o

=

Yeouss futhindly,

1L

ITacr,
seoretary OULVAL

AWANGANDL vl el DASSOCINTION
WV be heent forns! with the follov bur by the

cof Ut .\s:eocmluwr -
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e
s,

aud
HENGRID
nenher gave an
l‘n\'(’l'l_\'."‘ Tt was
an Ioam told the

o snaday l.. 51
ATy asth, eur President ve aind nteresting
leotnre on tie  Dinrial rites and covemon u“- c:[ avaze and (,_\1115[_1
TLes The lectnrer, oo the course of his romacks, said it was
U pp 150 d 1:\ many 1111L creniatl <‘I‘ Wik ol u:mls ars ltl\rn nav r'l 1dC'-

vl i
. unn.“lw.ru..\l 1L
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a1, and with two exceptions

unalli Inthecasesof thereselutions alluded
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to resolutions were passed. and the Sccretary was instructed to
communicate the decision of the Association to the Ceuncil,
The bour of our meeting has been changed from 7,30 to 7 p.m,
during the winter months.
Yours faithfully,

J. ]. BuckrirLy,
Sceretary,

MI ROBERT STOUT AT THRE FREETHQUGHT
ITALL, WELLINGTON,

(New Zealand Times, Muay 22)

Last night Mr. Robert Stout, of Dunedin, delivered an
address at the Freethought Iall on  the subject of
“ Frecthought.”  The address was announced as an auswer
to that delivered by Siv William Fox at the Athenmum on
Thursday lust. There was a cvowded audience, and the
chair was occupied by Mr. J. Roberlson, who briefly
intreduecd the speaker, alluding to lim as the accredited
Lead of the New Zealand Freethought Association.

Mr. Stout began by saying that, twenty years ago, to
have ealled oneself a Freethinker would have been to comnt
reproach.  DBut this reproach was fast clanging ; and they
fid the authority of Sir William Fox, at anyrate, for
saying that 3¢ was an atbractive thing to be a Freethinker.
Sir William Fox had not approached the question of the
trath or fulschood of Christiunity by pointing out the
arguments in its favour; but the mest of the lecture was
taken up by a personal attack on certain persons who are
not Chistians. It was strange that instead of looking at
the lives of Freethinkers of the day, he went back to the
cighteenth century, and discussed the lives of men of that
dite who held the same opinions, e did not think that
Sir William Fox could have read Voltaire's life, by Parton,
which showed that he was a better man than threo-fourths of
the Cliristians in the country in which he lived. Tlhe question
of character should not be introduced into the discussion of
(uecstions of religious belief, e went on to speak of the
conduct of Christiuns in the age in which Voltaire Hved,
and instaneed the way in which Quukers in New England
Lad been treated by the Puritans of Fngland,  Having
vefeered to Scotland in the end of the seventeenth centiry,
where persons had been persecuted and condemned to death
in consequence of not being uble to belicve in the
authenticity of the Pentateuch, nor in the doctrine of the
Trinity, he instanced eases of similar persecutions in
France.  Bpeaking of Diderot, he said Lie wished cach one
i the colony wus equal to Diderot, and spoke in culogistic
terms of the value of his Eneyclopaedia, which Te had
written for the beuefit of his race. It was condemuned ag
being full of atheisny, &e., but it was not so. It was true
that he afterwards becune an atheist, but bis life was
far move noble in its meral example than nine tenths of the
churchen of lis day.  Going on to refer to Sir Willinm
Fox’s reference to Charles Bradiaugh and Aunie Besant, he
saied that the statzment e had wade was false and untrue,
as neither of them had advoeated free love. And Sir
William Fox, should, as a Christi, apologise for the
slander heaped on their heads, e would like to
why Sir William Fox passed over the livey of the
wetl-known Freethinkers of the present day,  Sowme of the
most eminent men of seience in all nations of the world
were men who could not helieve the populur creeds of the
day,  Sir Willlam  Fox told them that the Jrenal
Revolution was bloody in conscrquence of its leadors being
Frecthinkers.  Now, Robespierre was a theist, and yeb lie
would not be justified in saying that theism was the cause
of the Revolution. The real cause of the Revolution wus
degradation of the lower clusses.  The Christians had full
power over France for centuries, and at the end of that
time came—the French Revolution. Toucliing the civil
wars tr America. and in England, he referred to the fact
that more people fell in cither of these than in the French
Revolution, und yet those were Clvistian wars—there were
no Freethinkers in those days.  He alluded to the argument
used by Siv William Fox that it wns the Christinng who
had abolished the slave trade. Now he would like to axk
who began stuvery T Tt wag established by Christians, and
was defended by the Bible, and was eventually defended
in the House of Lords by the bishops.  Te maintained that
Thomas Paine’s « Rights of Man” did more to abolish
slavery than anytling ever written or spoken by {ristians.
The leaders in the abolitionist movement in  America
were all mwen who had, according to Sir William Fox,

know
many

. outbreal,

“seads of n fital disease.”  1le instanced Theodore Tarker,
Wendell Phillips, and Tarviet Martinewn,  Kven Abrabinm
Lincoln, who sizned the emancipation, had a2 good many
seeds of this futal “ disense.” Another argument in favour of
Christianity was the elevation of wonzan, It was nonsense to
talk in this way, for the clevation of woman hud como about
by the advance of the human race. Then ns to the argument
that Christianity save us hospitals and asylums.,  Now,
there was not mneh Christianity in China, and yet parents
were more cared for by their childven in China than in

Wellington.  Hospitals and asylums were the vesult
of the progress of the howan race, and  why
should  not  8ir  William  Fox say  that  frec-
thought was a product of Clristianity I—for 1he one was

Just as mneh A resnlt  of Christinnity as the other,
Christianity had, lhowever, produced ‘many things which
were not guite so benelieial as hospitals. e was not
aware, for instance, that there were inguisitions lefore
Christianity was introduced, nor bonfives of human flesh,
Passing on to refer to the effects of Cliristianity on savages,
as alhwded to by Siv W, TFox, Mr Stont said ot i trae
recthinker—a man who loved s fellows, aind  who
thought that every man had his vizhts —would nol have
treated the Maoris as they Lad been trenied. A man who
followed the teacking of Christ wonld not, at a teying time
of the colony’s Listory, have gonc up and down the West
Coast asking the settlers to avm beeause e feared n Maori
He wondered whether Sir W, Fox knew who
did that. Towards the end of lis lecture, Sir W, Fox said
thut he had been troubled with doubts, but that they hud
been solved by study of the Bible.,  He was glad to lear it,
but that did not give him the right to throw stones at those
whose doubts could not be sebtled in the sume way,
What the Freethought Association maintained was $hat
they had a right to come to the consideration of any
question without anyone having the right to say that they
were right or wrong, ‘Truc freedon of thought was grant-
ing permission to otlers to do what we think is wrong.
With regard 1o the bible, Mr. Stout said no one conld
dispute that there were noble, bewutitnl, waned moml thinus
init, but there were slso some things which wonllie impure,
were we to beliove them true, Touching briefly on the
question of the inspivition of e bible, and the wmoral
lessons that it was said to teach, he asked was there no
morulity, kindness, or charity, before the Christian crm?
Morality wus part of human nalure, and would progress ag
the race progvessed.  With regard to miracles, aud Sir W,
Fox's statcment that man coulid suspend natural Iaws, he
characterised it as nensense, and said that the belief in
miracles was dying out ng the intelligence of man inereased,
Just as the belief in witeheraft had dicd out.  1In conclusion,
Mr. Stout compared the teaching of Freethought and
Christianity.  1le said if the human race were tanght the
gospel of good physical, moral, and iutellectual healtl,
that the race would be placed on a much Ligher platform.
He recognised that Christianity had done much zoed in the
past, as had other religions; but there would he a far
higher religion—the religion of the future, when nen
would have knowledue instesd of fuith, and when they
would sec that it was theiv duly so to aet that their acbion
might be, as « great Freethinker had sald, “the law of
humanity.”

Ble. Stout’s leebure was lisioned 4o with greab intevesl,
and was mueh applanded. At the conelusion a vole of
thanks was aecordud to the leetwrer, o the wotion of My
Gotelr, scconded by Mr Kelly, and the proceedings closed
with a similar eivility to the ehair.

God was my first, Reason niy second, Man my third and
last thought, ~ Man alone is, and shall be, our God.  Outside
Man there is no salvation, — Fuurrnac,

The Holy Ghost is our reason and our undorstanding, -
Musrtzik.

Mind, and tle totality of the living aclive nerve-—centres
of an animal or human existenee ue for the unfetieril
natural investigator perfeetly identical concoptions. Ouniside
the nerve centres there is no mind.—Bronw,

The chureh says the sarth is Hat; hul 1 hiave scen 1 shadow

on the woon, and T Luve wmore confidence even in a shadow
than in the Chureh.-—Macrnnay.

In practice ull men are

Atlheists; they deny theiv taith Ly
their acts,—FruERBACLL
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SPIRITUALISM,

By an AcnosTic.

I have no doubt you see the ‘Iaberal,” a weekly
paper published in Sydney. The last three or four
numbers contain an account of certain “ appearances ”
said to have been witnessed by ten or twelve iadies
and gentlemen, who have appended their names.  The
appearances (?) are so marvellous, and the good faith
of the witnesses seems to be so genuine, that I wonder
you have not taken any notice of the occurrence in
yvour journal. Anything of thc same kind that we
read of having cccurred in the States we should not
take much heed of, but when those alleged miracles, or
perhaps natural phenomena, are witnessed at our own
doors, it behoves Materialists and Agnostics to give
them an anxious inquiry. Either these appearances
are true or false,. What I mean by true is, that they
appear without the aid of jugglery, optical 11111510119. or
any collusion, The statements made by those ladies
and gentlemen ignore all these, Well, what are we
to do who are looking after truth? \We are told that
some time after Miss Wood—who is described as a
medium—had taken a seat in a small room, examined
her audience to see that she had po #spirits " about
her, and when the lights were turned down, several
female figures appearced, spoke, rang bells, scatterad
lolly-pops, and indulged m many anti-spiritual antics,
but which were accepted by the audience as messages
from the other world, brought to them by some of their
dead relations. Now, Mr. Editer, and you, his readers,
if you can throw any light on this mystery you will
oblige. Are those ten or twelve ladies and gentlemen
sane or insanec ?  Are we who boast of an age of
common sense to be fools or cynics 7 Isit pessible that
those ladies and gentlemen saw anything unnatural?
Many things happcn on this earth that we canaot give
an explanation for, but this gross impostme, or
eternal truth—{for everything that happens 1s eternal
—should admit of explanation. The numerous
testimoenials given by thousands of people that they
have scen or felt other than matter, staggers the
Materialist or Agnostic. If Spiritualism has any
claim on our senses by evidence given to our senses,
let us embrace it.  We want nothing but “ truth ;" be
it ever so antagonistic to our feelings, the truth will
prevail, It seems to be such an easy matter to
establish or condemn this phantom or reality, that
meets our gaze in every Spiritnalistic publication. If
humbug which can be easily exposed, let us expose it ;
if truth, let us throw Materialism and all its train of
progress to the winds, and be not like so many children
and believe a thing because they are told te do so.
Baal is the Leord, let us worship Baal; but if the
Lord is the Lord, let us worship Him.
your readers will give these remarks their carnest
consideration, Do not jump at a conclusion and say
it 1s all humbug. Remember that thousands of men
and women tell a different story. Try and devise some

means to successfully expese this 1884 phantom, or |

proclaim its reality. It will then be known shether
this is truth cr falschood by those who arc privileged
to investigate the matter pradically., TFrom the
circumstance that the inquiry at present discussed tock
place at the house of Mr. W. Bucknell, a gentleman
well known 1o Syduey, whose very namce stamps
honesty on any DIOCLLd ngshe may engage in, cautions
us to mquive respectfully mto t}‘c following LOn(iLlI‘a .
account of what toc:l\ place:—"Ina short time—Iin o
light sufficient to distinguish—a small figure covered
with white drapery came out.  The figure spoke, said,
poor ‘pocha’is tired, rang a bell, tock up a doll, &c.
Shortly another tall figurc appeared, took up a pencil,
and wrote Li/?ic, &c.  Another figure wrote on a
paper, all in view of the undersigned: * A friend toall;
o on in your good work. %Wncd—‘ Martha! The
swall one then appeared, Lifted o small table, &e and
then gradually faded away ((l(‘nldt(_lhlll":(.d) before our
eyes, the others retiving behind the curtain, Signed—
A, \\ jucknell, Geo. \V qght, Henry Miller, Therea
Livi, Tred, T;mun, A Fucku‘, James Draum, 150 ],
Tuecker, L. Crocker, S. G, Gale, Geo, W—, Ty, Gale”
Greymouth, May, 1884.

1f .

I hope :

NAMES OF FREETHINKERS IN THE
FOR JUXNE,
. Monday— Guiseppe Garibaldi, dicd, 1982,
Wednesday—Adam Sinith, born, 1723.
6. Friday --Corneille, horn, 1G06.

CALENDAR

(N =]

1. Wednesday- -Roger Bueon, died, 1204,
12, Thmschg—][aun 't \I’utmnu l)mn 1502,
14, fﬂtludn}—(t Ll()p’llll] died, 1837

18, Thuraday—Paseal, born, 1623,

200 Ivuday—-Bishop ( ulrnso, died, 1883,

21, Saturday -- AL Colling, born, 1676.

RRS \und‘l) J. Mazzini, boru, 1503.

26, Lhmsd'ly—- Armand ]3.111;01 died, 1570,
27, riday—Harrict \hrtmmu dlc(l 1876,

29, Suwday—Lossean, born, 1;17

N OW PUBLTISHE
And in the hands of the Booksellers,

ITIRIT OR MATTER- Aw Faquiry into the Causes of
k Life awd Orcanisation.”

A Lesture dolivered before the AUCKLAND BATIONALISTIC
ASSOCIATION by Arcun, Castperly, anthor of © Pictures of the
Unknown God,” ©* Jesus who is callod Clirist,™ and ¥ The Kingdom
of Heaven.”

PRICE~SIXDPENCE,
Pullished by A, Camphell, Pookscller, Avekland.
JARRIER
:b RTIE!>

DIXON

ALV

KNAPDP,

GENDERAL SAMNITID,

STREET (NEAR WILLIS STRELT},

WELLING LO\

Mcctmg of tllc

members of the Anckland

l_X—T a Geeneral
Rationalistie Assouiation, n vote of thanks was passed to Borw

Pexere for the gilt of o maunber of wseful pamphlets.

W. O, DEXXES, Houn, Sce,

JACATION,

I’(I\L IREE l)\ \]l

ATALOGUE of Books just palilished, embracing General,
Usceiul, seientifie, Belivious, Ratfonalistic, and Spiritualistic

C

Literature.
J O s P H PRATTHWALTL,
BOOKSELLLR,
DU XN EDTITIN.
J0OKS on Freethonght, Spiritualism, Mesmerism, Phrenology,
) Physiology, Hydvopathy, Cheamopathy, Susal Seience, and
advanced Jisevature yenerally, imported and on sale by
W, H., TEXKRY,
“Harbinger of Light " Office, §% Russell Strect,
MELBOURNL,
SEND TOR CATALOGUES,
\\ AL ]{. WEST,
IIAIR DRESSER AND TOBACCONIST,.
BATHING  ROOMS,

On Sale—Toys and Fancy Goods ; Fire-works and Five-arms of all
Deseriptions,

At the old stand--BRIDGE 8T., NELSON, N7

Acent for Ine Frertnovonr Review,

T CORRESPONDENTS,

Tlex.—We think the evidence 1v favour of Sir Philip Franeis
being Junius is overwhelmivg, and that the claims for Paine or
Burke are extravagant in the hivhest desree,  Paine’s style,
though strone and clear, lacks the neademic polish of Juning, Nor
had hie the opportunitics of lwformation,  Burke, who was the
essence of truthfuluess, distinetly donied the authership,

Creda,——We have no space for suel topies as the Fen Lost Tribes
anel “* their deseendants the Fnghish.”  Desides, life Is too short to
waste any part of it in seriously diseussing the absunl.

N The vedson d'etee of the Jonview 1s not £ estallish half-
way houses, ewsy resting staves, for minds in oo stare of transition,
We should uuu\lchl sl ll A course innuoval if cousciously pursited,

We rerret having to omit veports of Auckland, Wy l\u](-_\, and
Wostville .\L-uumulms as they were reecived too I:Ltc for ingertion
1 this issne,

We wohd agnin remind eovvespondents that all communications
must be in the 1Nditor’s hands not later than the 24l of cach
month, in order to eusure lusertion in the following number,




THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW, )

Received :
Methodist,” * The Boston Investigator,’
secker,” and ¢ Lucifer’ (Kansas).

*The Liberal ' (Syduey}, * The Presbyterian,” * The
“The New York Truth-

+

Lo d O \
e c%wﬂwuzﬂ(i cuiewy,
T WANGANUI, N.Z ]UT\T _;,::;._S_I_. o

THEOLOGY AND TRUTIIL

“In the present age,” says Mill in his admirable
essay on ¢ Liberty "—¢wlich has been described as
#oedestitute of faith, but terrified at scepticism "—n
s which people feel sure, not so much that their oplnions
“are true, as that they should not know what to
“ de withoul themn—the claims of an opinion to be
« protected from public attack are rested not so much
“ on Its rruth, as on its importance to socicty.” le
then goes on to argue, that “the usefulness of an
“ opinion is itself a matter of opinion,” and that « the
“ truth of an opinioun is part of its utility,” and that
““in the apinion, not of bad men, but of the best men,
“no belief which is contrary to truth can really be
¢ pseful,” and he continues: © Those who are on the
“gide of recetved opintons, never fail to take wivantage
“oof this plea; you do noet iind e handhing the
oquestion of utihty as af it contd be complctely
“oabstracted from that of trath T TR
“oabove all, because therr dodtrine s ¢ the tru i, Lhat
“ the kuowledge or the belied of it is held to be so
«indispensable.”  Against whalever good Christianity
may have done in the world must be set this evil
among many, that coming with Lribes and threats, it
has made the great hulk of civilised mankind carcless
about truth as frutz, and only careful 1o hold those
opinions  which scen personany  pleasant,  Othor
theelogical systems have no doubt had a sunilar effect
in ail ages and among all nations, but in none of them
has the human iotelleét and conscience been so
persistently perverted in this respect, In our day it is
mainly to science, and the spread of political freedom,
that we owe the emancipation of the human mind and
any such “veracity " as exists among the mass of the
people in any community. It is true that the
Churches recognise truthfulness as an important moral
virtue, but how rarely do preachers or orthodox writers
insist upon the duty of looking facts in the face and
forming our opinions according to the"evidence. On
the coutrary, every endeavour is made by them to
induce in the wmwinds of their lhearers or readers
that emotional state in which purely intellectual
propositions which should Le examined critically, if
the attainment of truth were the obje&, are passively
accepted, and what pretend to be the cvidences
become the objects of belief.  Tu the Catholic Church,
as Cardinal Newman has lately reminded us, miracles
are regarded as “doCtrinal fudts, that 1is, they are
believed on the authority of the Churcly, and though
this 15 not avowedly the case in the Protestant
Churches, it is so practically. This is conspicuous in
the Dishop of Peterborough's * Discourses,” which
lrave been much relied on as furnishing a complete
answer to Freethinkers. The main objection to this kind
of argument is that it proves toe much. We have
only to substitute the name of some other creed in the
i Discourses " and thetr logic is equally sound for
those who hold it. At the same time the Bishop is
carelul uot to abandon the power of using theological
threats, and says @ that Christianity does warn men of
© certain penalties, heavy and gricvous penalties, if
“hey do nat believe what Chist says,” but operative
as this argumentis, it is usually kept in the backgrountd,
for men who are beginning to be ashamed of the
English “Dblasphemy laws,” which, Mr o Justice
Stephen has  demoustrated, are founded on * the
“ principle of persceution,” shrink from lransferring
themr from carth to heaven. Yet there can be no
doubt that the Churches would have but little held
over men's minds did they not maintain, as the Bishop

on e e

as

of Peterborough puts it,
¢ autheritative teaching, accompanied by threats of
i penalties,”  Probably every religious creed that
cver existed held out threats of pumr—;hment for disbelief
in some form or other, but it is clear that the
punishment can only be incurred if the creed is true,
and it is just at this point that the Bishop’s argument,
which attempts to draw a parallel between natural
and supernatural penalties, breaks down. While
Christianity says behieve or suffer, nature says find out
the truth or suffer, and nature, in all cases speaking
by experience, says the way to find cut the truth 15 not
to Lelieve without evidence but to search for proof.
With nature as with science, to use Professor TTuxley's
words, “blind faith 1s the one wunpardonable sin.”
Nature has taught the man of scicnice * to believe mn
# justification, not by faith but by vertfication,”

It would certainly not add to the confidence reposed
by the public in the decisions of our Courts of law, if
the presiding Judge were to begin the proceedings by
indicating what, iz his opinion, the verdict should be,
and assure the jury that imprisonment and torture
would be their lot if they gave a different one. Yet
this is practically the position taken up by orthodoxy
when it condescends to argue at all, with the
additional precaution of ecmploying counsel on one
side and subjecing him to similar penalties.  In these
circumstauces the argument from authority is weakened

that ¢ Christianity 1s

to the utmost. The judgment of those whe have
really candilly investicated a complex subjedt ought
properly fo cavry greet \\ul-'"'l', Hul of what ht‘lu i3
4 Arinien wlieln Tag Taaas e etn 1 T 00

vedacoed 1o @ i, LG s e ,
cven the rough and ready (‘OI}C}lIalODS Tnown as 1110*1(3
of common scnse, it has not been arcvived at by any
application of thought to reality at all, It isbut the
sickly growth of an indusiry protedted from the open
competition of the market. Divedtiy ite votarics dare to
think for themselves ey diiter from iheir hrethiven,
till, 1o increasingly numerous instances, the conclusions
of theological experts, as {o the meaning and orisin of
Chrlstlamt), and even as to the truth of lhusm,
become wide as the poles asunder. Men of the world
usually regard supernatural religion as at Dest a
respectable superstition and a useful auxiliary to the
police force, which, as it does not interfere with them,
they are willing to let alone, With them as with
the so-called religious world, truth is a matter of
comparative indifference. On different grounds they
seem to have come to much the same conclusion, In
cach case the habit of mind thus indicated is distinctiy
immoral if morality means that mnode of thought and
condduct which conduces most to the health and
consequent happiness of the social organism. The
enormous influence for good which an carnest regard
for truth, apart from what John Locke calls ¢ by-ends,”
would have if it were once generally diffused is obvious.
In philcsophy, religion, politics, and social life, the
mischief done by the prevailling want of veracity is
incalculable.  Is it unfair to attribute much of this to
a theolegy which cultivates credulity as a virtue, and
stigmatises doubt as a crime?

R.P.

é{thtemﬁ

The Creed of a Modern Agnostic :
B.Sc.,, Ph.D., London.
Sons, 1883.

Agnosticism, or a belief in the Unknowable,'has had
as large a measure of success for the time as most of
the popuhu beliefs. As a pure negation it has
appealed only to the cullured ; in the quict wallks of
philosophy it finds its home, where it is accepted as
the final resting place of minds disturbed with doubt—
the one safe “(‘11(1:111&;;].1101] which will not be upsct Ly
new discoveries,  Tut the safcly only remains to its
votaries so long asthey refrain from affivming anything,
Alv. Herbert Spencer has gone out of his dcplh, as it
appears to us, by predicating an Infintte and Eternal
Energy, and his beldness and daring appear to be shared

By Richard Bithell,
George Routledge and
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by other worshippers at the shrine of the Unknowable.
The author of the work under notice, for instance,
makes the following positive confession of faith:—
“ But the Great First Cause, as I conceive Him, fills all
space, and possesses attributes which supersede and
infinitely transcend the mere human attributes of
knowledge and will. But for these attributes we have
no name ; and I for one refuse to apply to them names
which mean something vastly inferior, and possibly
altogether different in their nature” (page 75). Yet
the author had only just been naming attributes of a
purely human conception, Having found a ¢ Cause,”
Mr. Bithwell endows it (or rather ** Him ") with
greatness and semiority.  The humility of refusing to
name the attributes, ought to have begun at the
beginning, for the conception of a * Great TFirst
Cause ' is less daring than toclothe * Him " with such
attributes as omnipotence and omniscience. While
the writer objeéts to the term omnipotence, he speaks
confidently of the « Almighty.” It appears that this
Agnostic clings to his Bible, only he refuses to accept
‘' the perversions of priests orthe glosses of schoolmen,”
The * Cause,” moreover, of which no attributes are to
be predicated—¢ God the Unknowable "—* manifests
himself in the universe, in society, and, above all, in
the *soul.’ " If this be so, the term Unknowable is
misapplied. But the humility has merged in a
boundless confidence lbefore the last article of * The
Creed " is reached, and we are told that ¢ the Governor
of all Worlds is wise, and goud, and strony ' (page 135).
After this the reader will not be surprised to hear that
“the modern dodirine of Evolution has been assumed
throughout these pages.” The morality of the
“ Creed " appearsto be of an unimpeachable character,
and very liberal sentiments are expressed. DBut as
these qualities are not rare among medern formulators
of creeds, they can hardly be appropriated as
distinétive of Agnosticism. It is wonderful how much

the author appears to increase in knowledge of the ¢

Unknowable as he proceeds toward the end of his beok
—an evolution so rapid that if the work had only
continued for another roo pages or so, he would
probably have known all about ** Him.”

13

The Neto Zealond Craftsman  and  AMasoure
Wellington: Lyon and Blair.

Kevicae,

We welcome very heartily the first number of the '

‘ Craftsman,’ especially on account of the broad and
liberal tone which characterises the editor's work, It
cannot be the boast of the fraternity that their journals
and magazines take as a rule a high stand from a
literary point of view, and it is a pleasure to find a

considerable advance in this respedt in the pages of .

the fCraftsman.,” DMasonic discussion is too often

governed by a slavish adherence to ritual, and is .

seldom animated by the spirit of progress which should
govern great institutions, If the * Craftsman’' can
manage to steer the independent course which marks
its first number, it will probably find a large number
of friends who believe in something more nourishing

than the dry husks of forms and ceremonies. There
is a sentiment in one of the contibuted articles
-— ¢ Prerequisite  for  Masonic Iuitiation"” — to
which we must take objection. The writer,
placing his construction on the phrase ¢ reput-
able circumstances,” says:—“ NMen in  receipt of
a pound or thirty shillings a week usually, and
married, with families (be they large or small,
some five, some ten, some fifteen, &c.), cannot

afford the luxury of Freemasenry; for itis o leavery,
only to be enjoyed by those who are in comparatively
easy circumstances,” Is not this degrading Masonry
to the Club level? DMasonry is described as a system
of morality ; but if the above interpretation is correct it
must cease to bear the title. The editorapparently is not
likely to sympathise with the dodtrine, and for the
credit of Masonry we hope the moralist who draws
the line at thirty shillings a week does net represent
tiie opinions of more than an insignificant minority,
There was a certain man whose price was “ thirty
pieces of silver,” who also would not have bLeen
considered in * reputable circumstances.”

i
|
|
!

Spirit or Matter—An Ingquiry into the cawse of Life and
Organisation: A lecture by Archibald Campbell.
Auckland : A. Campbell, 15884.

This lecture has been printed by request in pamphlet
form. It inquires into the operations of the material
forces of Nature, finding in them the secret of all that
is and the promise and potency of all that is to be.
Though no subject has been more exhaustively
discussed than Materialism, Mr. Campbell places it in
a new light by the felicity and originality of his
illustrations, The law of growth, the cver-changing
combinations of the elements, produces life in its
various forms. Spirit by the process of elimination is
finally identified with mind; Dbut mind itself, upon
being analysed, is but ‘*accumulated consciousness,”
the * store of personal experience.”” The assumption
that there is one originating force is met by the
statement of fact that “the struggle for existence
everywhere apparent shows an incessant conflict of
forces,” and ¢ the conflict is life, all the life there is.”
The lecture is the product of profound observation and
reflection, and is worthy of a high rank in the ficld of
Freethought literature,

INFLUENCE OF FREETHOUGHT ON
FAMILY.

TIHE

The feliowing is the synopsis of an address delivered
before the New England Irecthinkers' Convention in
Paine IMall, Boston, January 27th, 1874, by Miss
Susan I3, Wixon.

Once, the human mind was curbed, repressed,
enslaved—held in bondage by the lash of fear in the
hands of ignorance and superstition. Science slowly
dawned upon the childhood of the race, and, one by
one, it broke the clanking fetters that held the mind of
humanity a prisoner, in a dungeon of darkness, and
bade the liberated thought be frec forever and forever-
more. And to-day, Ireethought, that once was
palpitating, shrinking, afraid to sct its foot upon the
solid ground, stands firm, defiant, cager to meet the
hosts of carth, heaven, or—any other place, for it
krows that it is right, and, in cur time, the right need
not falter, need not whisper under the breath, as did
Galileo in that other time, but may speak out bravely
~** The wordd does move ! and we know it

Ounce, the very stoutest mind dared think fre
thoughts, for well was it known that such thinking
brought men in peril of life and limb.  On cvery haud,
the stake, the guillotine, the gibbet, menaced with fire
and blood the frec thinker and the free speaker, The
red hand of persecution was raised, and superstition,
dark and forbidding, attended by hate and vengeance,
was abroad. The Spanish Inquisition, in power for
nearly five hundred years, witlt its five million victims,
with its subterranean dungeons, with its rack and
thumb-screw, with all the barbaric tortures that human
ingenuity could devise, or human demons suggest,
comimanded the thought of the world to bLe still—to lic
prostrate in the dust, nor darc be honest with itself,

But " All things come round to him who will but
wait,” and slowly, imperceptibly, alinost, like a fair
flower springing up amid the decay and ruins—like the
purc white lily that rises from the mud and smiles in
beauty above the waters of the lake, so has Free-
thought budded, unfolded, and spread its petals of
wondrous beauty around the world.  As the polar star
to mariners upon the sea, and travellers o'cr the land,

¢ guiding them safely to harbour and to home, so has Free-

thought steadily appeared, in spite of persecutions, in
spite of storms of bigetry and hatred, in spite of
ignorance and flerce malignity, more cruel than the
grave—a brilliant star of hope and premise to all the
people of our planct, beneath whose gentle influence

. the world grows tender ¢ with chanty for all and
i malice toward none.”

To-day, with all its mistakes, with all its drawbacks,
is the very grandest and greatest peried that was ever
known, and it is so because of the progress of ideas,
because of the lberality and freedom of thought which
shall yet break cvery fetter of the human race, Lanish
forever poverty, crime, sin, and shame, and uitimately
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canse, not only our land, but every land, to be indeed
the < home of the brave and the land of the free”
Twenty vears ago, volution was a theme for sneers
and lauughter, To-day the highest culture investigates
its methods, and the name of the neblest intcrprctcr.
Darwin, is breathed with reverence and respect. 1f
there 's any laugh to cowme in, it is not in the fadt of
the evolution of the lnunan race, but, rather, it 15 in
the story of the Maker of a universe coming dowu to
fashion o man out of soft clay, as a child plays at
making mud pies ! Or in the stil more ridiculeus tale
of tracing the origin of woman to a mad man’s 1ib!
There was never a time i the history of the world
when Trecthought was so wilely spread as to-day.
Like the dew of a suwnuner morning, it has crept
cverywhere,  All the cast is aglow, with its sunlight
betokening the dawn of a fairer day, and the morning
rays of its sun afloat over to the west, enwrapping the
world 1 a hght and beauty such as it was never
clothed in before,  Iis arrows of truth and knowledge
conie speeding into the hearts and homes of the people
cverywhere, and whether Dreethought is waunted or

not, it iy here, and here to stay, to brighten, beautfy,
and  cducate the race, to Dbless the world, and,

eventually, to make this grand olld ecarth
of de l'vrht and without a serpent in it,
W ot is the resuit of all this Lre cethought that is
surging up and down Lke the ocean billows 2—wliat ity
inflncice upon sacicty, the tndividaal, upon the most
sacred and beauntiful relation 1o the world~ the family?
We are sowcetimes told {hat Frecthouoht means lax
morals, moral depravity; that lmul} of  hougint
indicates hieence, and, in the fanuly, 1t means disin-
teeration, breaking up of all that is purest and truest in
humanity,  Thas s mcorvedt, It s the Jred of Tree-
thought n society that has produced o lax morality ;
it is the prevadence of that monstrous dogma, that
though one mdulge in the most crucl and wicked
condutt, yet at the eleventh hour e may repent and
Pecome o member of the foef goclery in the © City of
the New Jerusalem,” that has made such mischiel in
ety heres It s the dodirme that  geofker has
switered and atoned for the sing of the most cuilty
wretehes, that 1s responsible for the loose morals in the
social world to-day.
Frecthought teaches that hie who sin

a very Lden

15 st mlilu {or

that siin, not another.  In Freethought there 1s no
sucl thing as vicavious atenement, for it tenches thal

the wrong-doer must suifer the penalty of his own
wrono-doing every time, amd that there s no escape
through the sacritice of another, hving or dead.

The position of the Freethinker in the conununity 1s
rot that of one who defravds hus neighbour, who meddles
with that which is ot bis own, or who pretends to be
(hut which hefsnot, Wihatever else he may bo ca l(_tl
he not o bhvpoerite. Ilonest in his deal
mdependent i1 his views and opintons —a {tile 1’01.:;4'51,
navhbe, somctimes, sneaking ovt plainly his candid
opinion —-he is your straightforward, apri; ‘
ertizen, whose word Is as goed as Jis hond,
purfect, by any menns, for pcl‘u\ '

is

Jiweell on L'alih. but he tries to Jo as f"t'.‘l_\_' i
possible, the boest ]n‘: cayoand o Who does the best
s eire tance ablows, docs \"ul, acts nobly
Cillt o mmore.

The prisons, houzes o carrediio : !
insaue asviuns, il reloriaiors institntions, are alled,
not with Freethinkers and their familics, but by those

who belicve freethinking to be a sin, and who also
believe that siu-stains can be rubbed out with biced.
Rarcly is a Irecthinker before the Cowts for any
crinte or misdemennour-— hence, it s not this cluss who
conmmit oilence agminst law and order.

The mfluence of Trecthought m the famile 1s abwave
that which truth, condor, and common sense bears,
It finds its heaven in the home, its paradise in the

family cirele, its saviewr from ¢ 0 o corrooi
understandmyr of the Jaws of Nature, its angels of
poed in right endeavour, its bleseings in the loves
emaadionn i husbhand, wife, children, In the ]W!l‘”ﬁ
where Lberty of thought is weleo: _u{, there are no jars,
no strile, fov the vights o all are admitied andrespecin (l
In such a howme you do not find a family of « ll.llllu.lldb,

nor nest of libertines,
there a Sunday-school Superintendent or o plous
deacon, nor will you find one engaged in studying how
to violate o business trust, or branded as an embezzler,
thict, or swindler. [ challenge the whole world to
produce a family governed by true Trecthought
principles, read by reason and intelligence, that is not
upright, moral, just, and honourable. The influence
of pure liberty of theought tends not to immoerality,
Lieentiousness, or wrong doing. Where an enlightened
judgment is the guiding star, it is next to 1mpoqslblc to
o astray; and ] clum let the children educated
under its mfluence are superior, physically, morally,
all ways, for they are taught to observe the health
laws, taught that truth and justice are to be held
sacrad and mviolate—that the crown of true happiness
15 not found 1n the following of blind impulse, or
unreasoning faith, but in obeying the dictates of calin
reason, and ll\lwf 1 harmony with the mandates of
Nature, whose Jaws and commands are as the rhythmic
flow of sweet music.

Doole, music, and games are found in the Free-

thinker's hone—a sweet interchange of thought obtains
in that family circle; and one great subjedt i thought
and discussion in such a home is te kuown how to live
irt Spencer beautifully expresses the art of
living as the highest results of cducation: @ Not how
to Bive,” ke says, “in the mere wmaterial sense only,
but in the widest sense. The gencral problem which
comprehends every special problem ie the right ruling
of conduct in all directions, under all circumslances.
In what way to treat the body ;) in what way 1o treat
the mind; in what way to Lring up a family ; in what
way to manage cur affairs; in what way {o behave as
a citizen ; in what way to utilise all these forces and
sources of happiness which Nature supplics—how to
use all the faculties to the greatest advantage of
curselves and others.”

True, you may not discover

That is the dodtrine tanght and practised in the
Freethinker's home; that is the influence of free-
thinking upon the home and family—the striving to
male 1t the sweet cenlre of honour, trust, and truth, of
purity and affeclion, from which shall radiate the
principles destined to make purer and meore holy all
hearts that they muay reach—that shall yet make life
indeed worth the living.

Treethought fully and fitmly endorses monoganiic
marringes as the highest outcome of ail the seccial
forces that have eoperated in the history of the past
It belteves ot as the best and highest good for the
race, It would have 1t, not a theme for jest, a rushing
ito iIn o osil 1\', hap-hiazard manuner, the most
incompatible unions receiving priestly sanction, to be
followed by mutual recrimination  and :lhust,, and
snapped by o divorce court in a year or twe, or less ;
bat il wendd make marriage more sacred and beautiful
by o move cirelul understanding of laws, uscs,
obligetions, 2 deeper nsight into the laws that govern
temperament, tutual adaptation, congenial harmony,
all of which would malke it a cowplete blunding of
-‘!‘\H(,[Lu: woral, and menwd forces, and all hekl in
ot feft control by the luteliedt, :md, in such unions,
divorce would be as unnatural az impossible,

ko
15

1en

Thus 15 the miluence of Frc(;m ourht positive and
praciieal. Tts c};ihh'cn are better children for being
vt that they e of hunan orighy, and that thedr

u A e hoste to sve their souls for
soic other world, but to make the best and highest
use of this—to uulold and spread all there is of ”'oodfﬁ
to turn from that which is evil—to depend on labour
and science for their aid, and not upon some nulnown
power—to do right for right's sake, not hoping for
reward, ner fearlug punishment, and that virtue
cxpects no recompense save the satisfaction arising
from the performance of nolile dewds,

Freothenght, Tittle understoe Dy many, is. Lowaver,
i s indluence, capectally upon e Lasihy, one of L
noblest and \\o'Llnu,L poswers, aod niere wnd more will
154', iniluenee be seen and {elt as the vears roll on, until

S und to be indispensable inoall the relations of
llfc. wor it is as the slars to the gt thosun to the day,
without which there can be clear light, o true life,
1o genuine beauty,

hirseat datv s not 1o mak
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Alotes & Quevies,

ANBWENRS,

THE MADIII.

In answer to a query in the April number, T send you
the following fromy the pen of an Englishman resident in
Beaypt :—Mohammed Achwmet, the Mahei, is 2 Dougoluwi,
or native of the provinee of Dongola.  Iis grandfither was
called Fuhil, and lived on the island of Nait Arti (Arti-
Dongolawi or island).  The island les east of and opposite
to Oridi, the native name for the capital of Dongolan.  Iis
father was Abdulli, by trade a carpenter. In 1833 this
man left and went to Shindi, a town on the Nile, south of
Berber. At that time Lis family consisted of thres sons
and one danghter, called respectively Mohammed, Hamid,
Mehammed Achmet {the Malidi), and Nurelsham (Light of
Syria). At Shindi ancther son was born, called Abdullah,
As o boy Mohammed Achmet wag apprenticed to Sherifed-
deem, his uncle, a boatman, residing at Shakabeh, an island
opposite Sennaar,  Iaving one day veceived o beating from
lhis uncle, he ran away to Khartoum, and joined the free
school or “Medressu” of a faki (learned man, Lead of a sect
of dervishes), who resided at Hogalli, a village cast of and
close to Khartoum. The school is attached to the tomb of
Sheikh Hogahli, the patron saint of KKhartowm, and who is
greatly reveved by the inhabitants of that town and district.
The sheikh of this tomb or shrine, altheugh he keeps a fiee
schiool and feeds the peor, derives a very Lhandsome revenue
from the gifts of the pious, He claims to be a descendant
of the originul IToghali, and through him of Muhomet.
Here Lie remained some time studying religion, the teuets
of the sheikl, &e., but did not make much progress in the
more wordly azcomplishments of reading and writing.
After a time e left and went to Derber, when he joined
augther free school kept by a Sheikh Ghubush, at o village
of that naume nearly opposite to Mekerref (Berber).  This
school is also attached to a shrine greatly venerated by the
naiives.  Here Mohammed Achmetd remained six months
completing his religious education. Thence lLe went to
Avradupp (Tawmnarind Tree), a village south of Cann. Here
in 1870 he became a disciple of another faki—Sheikh Nur-
cl-Daim  {Continuens Tight), Nnur-el-Daim subsequently
ordained lim a sheikh or faki, and he then left to take up
Lis Lome in the island of Abba, near Kana, on the While
Nile, Here Lie began by making a subterranean excavation
(khaliva—retreat}, into which Le made a jpractice of
retiving to repeat for hours the names of the Deity, and this
accompanied by fusting, ineense burning, and prayers,  His
fame and sanctity by degrees sproad far and wide, and
Molammed Achmet becarme wealthy, collectod disciples and
married several wives, all of whom he was careful to seluet
from among the daugliters of the most influentinl Bugaon
Sheikhs (Baggara—tribes owning cubtle and horses and
notables).  To keep within the legalised number (four), e
was in the habit of divoreing the surplus, and taking them
on again according to lis fancy, About the cnd of May,
1821, Le began to write to his brother fakis (religious chiefy),
and to teach that he was the Mahdi foretold by Mahomet,
and that he had adivine migsion to reform Islam, to establish
universal equality, a universal law, a universal veligion, and
a community of goods (' beyt-ul-mal®) ; also, that wll who
did mot belicve in him should be destroyed, be they
Christian,  Mohammedan  or pagan.  Awmong  otliers,
e wrote to Molhammed Saleh, a very lemmed aud
influentinl faki of Dongola, dirceting him to colleet lis
dervishes (followers) and friends and joln him at Abba.
Thas Bheikh, instead of complying with Lis request, inforimed
the Government, dechuing the wan must be wmad. This
information, and with that ecolleeted from other quuters,
alarmed his Excellency Reouf Pusha, and the result was the
expedition on 3vd Aungust 1881, In person the Mahdi is
tall, slim, with a black beard and light brown complexioeu.
Like most Dongowalis he reads and wottes with dilliculty.
Heois loeal head of the Gleelin or Kadvidge order of
dervishes, a zchool originated by Abnl-Kader-ol-Gliatami
whose temb 1s | believe at Dagdag.  Judging from Lis
conduet in aflidvs and policy, 1 shouldsay he lud eonsiderable
natwial ability,  The manner in which he had managed to
werge the usually discordunt beibes fogeiher denotes great
tact. e Lad probably been preparing the moveuent some
time past,

i
I

A correspondent of the Doston Index clucig

DARMWINISM,
In veply to  Flat Tux,” in No. 7, there has been little
done in the way of supplying missing links since Darwin's

death. Huxley is the greatesl expositor of the theory of
Evolution,

The most important discovery has been that of

a low type of skull found in France—ns low as  the

Neanderthal, which approached that of the authropoids.

The continuity of life from the monern to man has been

pretty eonclusively established,  Darwin’s death

recent, the discoveries sinee made ennnot be many.,
NEMESIS,

The charactor of Nemesis as the goddess of vengeance is
well known, but, as with most of the Leathen divinities, was
subject to the law of evolulion, passing through thice
distinet stages in her mythologieal carcer.  She was called
the danghter of Night, and was in her earliest period a
persenification of the reverence for law and conscienee.  In
this character Nemesis 1s morally the greatest of all gods
and goddesses, In the sccoud stage, she is pictnred by
Herodotus as measuring out happiness and unhappiness ta
mortals, teaching humility to the proud and ralsing the
week and lowly, The thind stage represents her in lLer
popular eharacter as the avenging fate that seoner or laler
overtakes the hardened siuner.  8he was represented as a
virgin.—(,

18 80
A,

QUERIES.

1 ~ . -
Can you or any of your readers infornr e who is the

aut_hor of the following lines, and about the time they were
written,—J. 1,

"1 sent my soul througl the Invisible, some letter of the
afterlife to spell ;

And by-and-bye my soul returned to me and answered —
"1 myself am heaven and hell”

" Heaven, but the vision of Mlfilled desive,
And hell the shadow of wsoul un e

Last on the darkness into which aurselvis,
S late emerged from, shall so soon expire.”

MATTHEW ARNOLD,

ON HEARING HIM BEAD 1118 POEMS LN BOSTON.
A stranger, schooled to gentle arts,
He stept before the curivus throng,
His path e our walting hearts
Alrveady paved by sony.
Fuit well we knew his chorlsters
Whose plaintive voices haunt our rest,
Fhese sable vested harbingers
Of melancholy guest,
We sinile on him for love of these,
With eyes that swift grew dim to scan
Beneath the veil of conrteous ease
The falith-forsaken man.
To his sl gaze the weary shows
d fashions of our vain esate,
Our shallow paia ol fndse tepose,

O beoren Tove asd bt
Arve shudows oo land of mnves,
Wlhiere creels, the bublles of i dreanm,
Flasb cach avd fidde, like mecting waves
Lpon aomoeoulight stream,
Yot loval to his own despair,
Eoreet beneath a darkened sky,
e deems the thorsiest broith more fair
Than any gilded lie;
And stands, the spectre of his age,
With hopeless hands that bind the sheaf,
Claiming God's worl without I1is wage,
The bard of unbelief,

-t I:itcljéll'y World!!

lates the
tenets of @ Iree Religion ™ 1 the following terms :—
lu the article of oM. Holland, in a late Iudex, the
formula of the ree Religiomsts i set forthl,. No
scepticisnt has, hethinks spolenotthese feur prineiples:
1. The positive existence ot o transcendent Reality,
wheh reveals itself 1w conscience, but is above all
definition; 2. Our continual dependenae on this Reality,
in whicl we live and move and have our being 3 3. The
certainty that it acls through fixed and general laws ;
and, 4. Sowe sort of conmection between this action
and the tendency which leads us to do right. Now,
when we come to dwell in this Reality, we become
philosophers, and have @ real existence as such.  And
@ philosopher s not an aulowaton; he is a Reality-
relinnt man i phenomenal things, [ fact, 2 man is
as he lives, or dwells; for the quality of a substance

I must be in strict relation to the substance itself,
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SVIIAT 1S MASONRY?

An intereating  controversy  has taken place in
on the At
copsceration of a new Masonic Hall, the Rev, W, I3,
ITarvey, hiead master of the Church of England Trust

School in that town, performaed the duties of Presiding

Wanganui subject of  Masonry, the

Olficer, and took the opportunity in a portion of the
ceremony when the general public were present, to
culichiten © the world 7 as to what was  Masonry.
Reporlers were present, amd his speech appeared
next day in the papers. A well-known Preethinker
was present as a Mason, and one of the papers com-
mented, from the theolosical side, on the anomaly of
one Mason carrving a laree Bible, and another march-
ing in the procession who on Suuday cvenings joined
in @ scoffing 7 (the usual term of abuse for criticising)
at the same book, Lo reply Lo the Reve Alr. Harvey's
attack appoared a letter o the @ Wanganui Herald?
which created a small scosation amonys the Craft, and,
we belicve, has heen extensively cirenlated in other
parts of the colony.  As our friends are likely to find
the subjuct inferesting, we publish the attack and
reply fe-

T HARVEY ON

eV, W, L MASOXNTY.
Worshipful Masters, Wardeus, ﬂ”'.l l‘.rcthr_vu, -In accordance with
vour prayer, awd by virtue of the Dispersation aranted tome by the
District el ProvincialCosned Lodeos, | have solemaly dedieated this
Lowlze to the purposces ol Freemasonry i t!m patise of the Most High
Cowl. Belove resigznivg my seat Lo the WML, by whoan the lodge
will he duly clused. 1 woeld in a Fow words Invite you to veflect on
the meaning of the ceremeniand in which we lave been engaged,
You, brethiven, wilt not need to be veminded that relivion 1 the
very foundation stune of vur ancient metitntion,  Yeu have too
often been cafled wpoa to avow vorr falth and yoee trust in the
ever witshiful providence of Gad, yoar veverenee for his holy word,
to he left o oany doubt on the peint. You know that as Muasons
vou are requited, first and above all things, to be rehigions, Cod-
feariter men. Trewe, we pay oo heed, within these walls, to those
distincetions by which unhiappily, the believers” camp is rens asunder.
Our rules will not sutter wa here to speak of names that toooften act
not as bonds of nnion i eommon vause, hut as the Iattle cries of
opposing factions,  Batwe Lnore thei, not s exeludingany, 1‘:11‘;1_1(31'
ax including all s notas <lipiving and condemning any, bui as h()lr.[n\_g
all in heotheddy esteen awd love,  We we vedy to exteml the right
hawd of feHlowshin to all cool menand true, who bow with us hefore
the throne of the Greas Avelitect and Ruler of the Universe
and reeosnise with us the Volume of the Saeved Law as the
only sure basis of morality, the only sare teacher of onr duty
to l':ml, to our neizhbour, and to curselves. Tut, as Masons, we
ean luve no fellowship with sen who are seeking to destroy the
faith on wihicl we have built all ovre present conlideuces, all eur
futmre hope. Wedo not judge thems to God and not to us they are
respunsible 3 tu Him Gaelr acconnt st e renlered . Bat our nius
anel theivs are as opposite sz lzht and darkiess. We have nothing
I conunet with theer ;s we cannot wish them ** God speed.”™  The
duty of Masons In this vespeet was clenrly nrked when the ('ir-:md
Lawize of Enghnd refused any longer to recognize the Grand Orient
Landgre of Franee, un the gronmd that they had reoved the name of
the Deity fromtheir vitual, Youo brethven, ave fur too \\‘(:‘“ instructed
awl too loyal to our order to newd thus to be reminded of the
pringiples you have so often vowed to uphohl. But I hail with
satisfaction the epportunity glven us to-day of proclaiming those
principles to the world, At a thne when faith 1 God and God’s
revouled will is openly seotbed af by so many, it s will that all
should kuow that Masons are not wieng those who would remove
the ancient Lundmarks 5 that Masons sleadinstly believe in one true
Cioel, who maude heaven and eartis that Masons Loldd in the utmost
reverence the savied Book in which He hag revealed Himself to man;
that Masons seek iy aid foadl their owinl wndertalings,
contidently expect s spevowr inevery time of danger and di:
The service in whicl we Timve heen on d hears emphatic witness
to the st principle of Froenme=oury. vernains for sy brethren,
Lo bewr still oore cphiatic witness to them inoonr lives. Let ag
ke it then our cariest sty uot unly o prove hub to commend
owr faith by displaying i oneselves the virtues that should adorn
every true Mason ; especially that most Giod-like of all vivtues,
Chartty. May wetual love ever reion within these walls, and shing
Forth, as from a centre of lighd and waemth, onall the world around.
Nay the mane of Mason ever he assoviated in this town with the
thought of a good and upright man -one wituse wordd is never broken
whose heart aud Lad are ever rewldy to suceour the needy and
distressed.  Most heartily do we congratulate the Worthy Masters,
Wardens, Otlicers, and Brethren of the two lodwes that have united
to il this house. We trust the zeal you have displayed in this
aoad worle witk indeed ect with the approval amd bless of the
Cireal Masier Butider,  May pesee beowithin Dhese walls, ond the
voive of Joy aed praise resotad therein continuad Ly, day all your
undertakings hote be prosperous as this has peen, aind ay your
carthly Lappiness be crowned with the Supreme bliss of heaven !

"

A“jf

[REPLY.]
WHAT IS MASONRY?

BY A MASTER MASOH.

The Rev. 3. W. Tlarvey, as Presiding Officer, took the opportunity
at the consecration of the new Masonic Hall to put forth publicly
certain views on Masonry which have provoked some notice among
the Craft and in the public I’ress, That he departed widely from
the central principles of Masonry I have no doubt whatscever,
TFor that universality and comprehensiveness which distingnish our
ancient Qrder, we have had placed in the foreground the doctrines
of a sect, the theology and polemics of priesteraft, with what looks
very like an attack on individual Masons whose theological and
spcculative opinions have not been cut according to the sectarian
pattern.  As Masens” (said the Presiding Officer) * we can have
uo fellowship with men who are secking to destroy the faith on
which we have built all our present confidences, all our future
hope. We do not judge them; to God and not to us they are
responsible; to Him thetr account must berendered. Butour aims
and theirs are as vppesite as light and darkness, We have nothing
in common with them; we cannot wish them God speed. The duty
of Alasons in this respect was clearly marked when the Grand
Iodge of England refused any longer to recognise the Grand Orient
FLodge of Irance, on the ground that they had removed the name
of the Deity from the ritual.” The speaker went on to say that he
had taken the opportunity of the occasion of proclaiming his
principles to the world,  If it is well that the world should know
the views of a Mason and a theclogian, it is also well the world
should know that there are Masons who are not theologians who
do not hold the same views of Masonry.

Now I desire to take my stand on the sameritual, and to profess
as deep a reverence for the ancient landmarks as the Rev, Mr,
IHarvey, Fortunately there is no Pope in Masonry, If anyone,
moreover, is to blame for what may seem a religious discussion, I
thinlk the Presiding Officer is called upon to render an account for
introducing the polemic on an cccasion when polemicsare forbidden,
The first question then that has to be apswered is, What is the
“faith” to whichhe referred as binding on a Mason ? Clearly itisnot
the Christian faith.  Mr. Harvey was well aware that that {aith is
no part of Masonry—that it has been excluded by the most careful
precess of elimination. If it were included, Jews could not be
members of the Order; yet somec of the most distinguished
members of the Craft belong to the Jewish faith. And as Jews
reject the New Testament as the result of imposture, 4 cannot be
an essential or any part of the “faith” of a Mason. But is the "faith”
of a Mason acceptance of the Old Testament minus the New ? If
so, then all Masons are simply Jews in religion—professors of
judaism. Dut leaving out the logical dilemma in which all
Christians weuld be placed by such a theory, is the Rev. Mr., Harvey
prepared to deny that Freemasonry may and does exist among
Alanhommedans, Brahmins, and other pecoples who do not acknow-
ledge any part of the Jewish or Christian scriptures? No well-
informed Aason would take such a stand.

Then is the “faith” a simple Deism ? To this position Mr, Harvey
is logieally forced, and we do not care to deny him all the
advantage it gives him. He stands precisely on the same platform
as Thomas Paine, who wrote : (Age of Reason, page 1), ** 1 believe
in one Gad, and nomore, and I hope for happiness beyond this
life,” and added. * I believe in the equality of man; and I believe
that religious duties consist in doing justice, loving mercy, and
cnddeavoring to make our fellow creatures happy.” This practical
religion some Masons think superior to theological systems,  Tosum
up this part of my argument: The Christian faith is not a tenet of
Alasonry, or all reference to Chuist would not be carefully excluded,
and Jews could not be Masons.,  Judaism, again, cannot be a tenet,
or Ilindoos could not be 3asons. And Deism itself (which [ have
conceded for Mr. Harvey's consclation), is not thought an essential
part of Masonry by the great body of ¥French Masons.

In the reference to the Grand Orient, Mr Harvey is extremely
illogical. e speaks in the name of all Masons, yet immediately
states that the Grand Lodge of England *“ refused to recognise the
Cirand Orient. ” If he had been as cautious as he ought to have been
in the presence of 50 many brethren, he would have simply stated
the fact that one body of Masons had refused to continue to hold
eommunicaiion with another body independent in its jurisdiction,
In the same way he would bave had to admit that the Grand Lodge
of England had refused to recognise the Grand Lodge of Vietoriaand
the Grand Lodge of New South Wales (no harm being done by the
non-recognition), while nearly every Grand Lodge in America had
extended the right hand of fellowship.  To confound Masonry in its
universal character with the actions of one Constitution, argues an
artitiviel knowledge of the Order or a defective reasoning power not
creditable to anyone who assumed the anthority to lecture
Musons,

And now Iet me purgue in as brief terms as possible the enguiry,
What is Masonry 7 What are the great central principles which,
apart from the emblems, allegory, and symbols, distirguish and
inspire all true Masons the world over? 1 have attempted to show
what Masenry is not, and if I amm followed, 1t will not be difficult to
discover what it is.  In the first place it is a system of morality.
T'his s the great central fnet which few Masons will hesitate to
aceeplb. The relation of the Bible to that vital truthis eimblematical,
edlvgorical, and syneholicel. But there are other emblems and
symbols of cqual authority.  Livery Mason will apprehend what I
mean, and find the warrant for the statement in the ritual. Is this
system of morality enforced and illustrated 7 Undoubtedly ; and
the chief corner stone, eor rather the foundation, of the system is—
Drotherly Love, Belief, and Truthe. This is the universal religion
whicl appeals o all hnmanity, to the world, and gives the Ovder its
saunclity, authority, and charnn with all worthy members.  While
shicologians are yuibbling and distressing their narrow circlea with
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metaphysical puzzles, the Mason practises the religon of duty, action,
and conduct, and trics to make that simple bub sublune worship
universal.

 No followship " forsnoth ! If Mr Harvey can persnada Ma RHE
to abaudon, or even modify, the practical religion of the Order, for
theological conundrims which he dare not even mention witho
overstepping the landinarks, he can make the sun stand still awd the
shadow go hackward on the wall,  Phe waost radneble & pts of Maso-
nry arc Virtue, Morality, and Brotherly Love. That s the true
faith of a Mason, techuical as well as real, awd even Mr Harvey will
hardly venture directly to aftivm that in grammar, logic, or articles
of faith there is anothoer superlative of higher anthority. Oun that
rock I take my stand, and affirm that Mr Harvey was as heterodox
in his exposition of the principles of Masonry, as he was ohscure and
contradictory in proclaiming his faith in the place of the true faith
about which no Master Masen, in theory or practice, can crr. Iu
conelusion let me remind the vev. gentleman that his theologival vant
about sending Masens to God for indgment is as arrogant asit is un-
masonic ; that tlhe thue is past when Masons fear the frowns ov the
implied threats of apriest 3 and that he ean only earn their full co-
fidence and respect when Le leavns the great lesson, that 1ight
conduct, not correet theology, is that which entitles a man to the
followship of Masons,

Govvesponbence.

VACCINATION,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

S1r,—Since vaccination is compulsory, it becomes a fair
guestion for discussion, On this ground I fecl sure you
will grant me occasional space in your valuable eclumns to
review the subject, I nesd hardly say that [ am  strongly
opposed to it, and flatter myself that I was about the first pavent
summoned in England for noncompliance {about thirteen yvears
ago). Since then, and especially of late years, a very strong feeling
has been rapidly extending through FEurope against vaccination,
I have also frequently been befora the R.M. in New Zealand
for not allowing my children to be vaccinated, and lately have
formed an Anti-vaccination Society here, which nambers over 100
parents—all pledged to have no more children vaccinated, and use
all legitimate means to get the compulsory clauses of the Vaccination
Act repealed, 1 base my grounds for objection on several reasons

rst,  That vaccination is based upon no scientific foundaticns.

2nd. That it is 1o specific for smalipox,

3rd. That if it were, the danger of transmitting other and worse
diseases, by vaccination, than smallpox itself ave so frequent and
cortain, that it is not economy to damage the comstitutions of
otherwise healthy children, and often kill them as a socrifice o
medical dogma.

4th. That since we Loast of our PPolitical and Religious froedom,
we should not rest satisfied until we can also add te our secial
freedom by urging our representatives in Larliament to at once
move in the direction to abolish the compulsory clanses of (e
Vaccination Act, This filthy system of vaccination was first
conceived by Jenner, in 1799, for which he received or was awarded
the sum of {30,000, and, as showing that he Lad no scientilic
foundaticn for his theory, T eannot do better than quete his ewn
biographer :—* Baron Jenner's first idea was that the so-cailad
cowpox was an antidete for smallpox [I might here mention that
the best veterinary surgeons of the day say that there is not sueh
a disease, but what Jenner (and until recently was) ealied Compng
isonly an ulcerous inflammation in uewly calved cows, frow irritation
of the udders, caused by constant whisking off of lics, which at that
time seem t¢ have an attraction, which is very inconvenient to the
unfortunate cow); wasa specilic, partly because the cow wn
domesticated animal, and partly because he knew one or twe dair
maids who had had what was called cowpox, and had not had
smallpox, and, without further investigation, he launched forth his
theory of vaccination, which was gnaranteed to stamp out smallpox,
And this is how it has done it. ~ Vaccinalion was nade compulsngy
in 1353 ; since then the United Kingdom has boon visited with three
epidemics of smallpox, and the deaths WEIeI—1837-0, 14,2.44;
1862-5, 20,050 ; 1871-2, 14,340. These {izures are taken {from the
Registar-Gencral's returns for 1881, and lest some of your readers
think it unfair to take any particular years for unfavourable
illustrations, I will quote from the same good satheriy for the thiee
decades since vaccination was made cemepmlsovy in Englaal,

DEATIIS FROM SMALL Do,

1851-60,7,150: 1561-70, & 317 1871-80, 15.551. These fiznrescl
show that instead of relicving the discase the contrary is the resnl]
and that the more we vaccinate, the more deatlis [rom sl s,
But Iamdigressing. Tn this Totter [wish to show thai Jenner had ne
scientific foundation for his theory. s first idea was the so-calied
cowpex, but after Leing confronted by numerous faitures, and
those principally amongst men of high position, who ook smallpox
after vaccination, he was only able to stall offl an indesnant number
of victims by resorting to a further concoction of filth aud diserse
as asure specific, Banon's ' Life of Jenner” (p o, 130, 23%, 24T, 253.4)
says - Jenner held that swinepos, smallpaz, o oo, and carions
athevsimilar aifeetions e alb only vaiches of Ui s discuss,
and he woculated with swinepox his cldest son Bdward, who died
of consumplion, as did also kdward Phipps, the first patient whom
Jenner invculatud vith cowpox.”” Jenner aluo Iuaely used cine
or hersepox {adiscaze known as grease in the hedd), aid supplied
his friend Banon and others with it. Tenner and his friends ilsn
held that the virus of vaviovs animals s euadly ellicacions vwith
cowpox in warding oit staullpox.  The people at faree, and rrobably
a lamge part of the niedical profession, are not aware of the sourcos
from which vaccine lymph 1s derived, I have ample proof that in
Epgland the bulk of it is procured Dby moculaling cattie with

0

smallpox virus,  This throws them into a disease which causes
uleers on the ndder, and the matter acenmulated there is called by
ductors pure Iymph, but in reatity is only man cowpos, I am not
prepared to sav thal the same process maes an in New Zeadand,
but since the Goverment supply the whole of the Colony from
Canterbury, it looks rather ominsus, —F am &,

L. Punrsen,

’ G,

Tweare o for heaven weare lost for carth—Fev rsact,

There 14 nothing in omv intellect which has nol entered by
the gate of the seuses, —otEscorT,

Adversity s the trial of principie.  Withont it, o man
hardly knows whether e is honess or ol

Nosoulis desolate as long as there Is a hmnasn boing for

whony it e feel (rnstand reverenee——CGeoner Boior,
All veligions are worthy of study, hotl: to secwre their
good points and to avoid their mistakes.—Cruspen Sex,

For a nation to love liberty it iy suflicient that she knows
it; to be free it is sufticlent that she wills it.—De La
Fav=zrre,

Two things indicate a weak mind—to he silent when it i
Proper to speak, and to sperk when it is preper to be silent,
-— Prrsray Provenn

Wien we say there 1s death, there s only {he onteoing
towards new lite, @ Toosing of one union which is the Binding
into a new,—Ciornaxo Duey

The wniverse is made neither of gods nor of men, hut ever
lias been, and ever will he, an clernal living Five, kindling
and extinguishing itself in destived measure, . Heracnires,

Oue reason why so many pevsons ave really shocked and
pained by the avowal of lierctical opinions is the very fuct
that such avowal is nncommon,  Ifunbelievers il doubrers
were more conrageous, believers would be less  thnorous
—dony Montuy,

Every age wnd goneration must he as free to aeh for itsolf
i all eases us the age and generation which preceded it
The vanity wad preswaption of coverning hevond the yave
iy the most ridiculons and insolent of o1} tyranuics,  Man
has no property in man; neither has any genciation a pro-
perty in the generations which follow.~-Tioxnas Paixe,

War, whenever nob sanetified by a prineiple inseribed on
its flag, is aerime, the foulest of ertmes ;) soldiers, wlhonever
they are not the mmed apostles of prosvessive Hife mnd
lihorty, wre netling it sweelelied, irmidional,  hired
eutl-lhronts. Al fop sl o war (here ry he momentary
Lriinphs s never the beauliful vinbow of lusting heveie
vietory,— Mazzixg,

The true low B everywhere spread abromd: it 1+ constant
and ciernal, I el us to duty by its commandnents ; it
furns us away from wrong-doing by iis probualilitics. We
ean fako nothivg from it, change nothing, devogate nothing,

Neither the senale nor the propie have ithe vight o free us

frone it A Is met ene thing ol Rome, suother al Athens;
one thing te day, mnlanother to morrow; hut eternally nnd
Damutably the sane low, cinbracing all thnes wnd all nations,
—{IeERo.

Inevensing conyuest of the material obstacles which Nuture
ad it place in our way 5 growing enlture wnd knowledge
with resultant victories over Lunoranee and superstition;
lessoned dixease; abolition of war, of poverty, of mniaal
explotbation, and the rephicenment of the vuinong strogete
for existence by Uie prineiple of universal onay love and
nadionl wmity—these, logetlier with el more 1hat s
interlinked with thewn, are the aims towards which 1man Lins
to work in the futwre,—DBueinssn.

TLis perfeetly possible for yon and me to prehase intel-
lectual peace st e price of Intellectond death, The world is
not withont vefuges ol this deseription ; novis it' waniing in
persons who seek thelr shelter and try to pevsuade sthers to
do the same. 'Phe mstable and the weak Lave vieldal, and
will yield, to this perswadon, nud they (o whom YEPOSC 3%
sweeter than the bdhy Bat T owoenld cabort vou o 1ol
the oilvred shelter, 2l to seorn Lhe base repoie—- Lo sieeept,
i the cholee Le foreed wpon yai, commolion Lefore stag-
nation, thelen) of theterrent before thestilluess of the BWilLp.
—TyspaLL.
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MR. JOSEPII SYMESS CONVERSION.

We liave received the following interesting summary of
a leeture delivered by My, Josepl Symes on the subjech of
Lis conversion to Seeularism —

On Apeil Gth, at the Hall of Science, Melbowrne, Mr. Symes
delivored o lecture entitled — My path frem the Wesleyan pulpit
to the Seeulavist platferm.”  Ie commenced by brietly sketehine
his ently religions life.  1Hs parcuts were strict Methodists, and
Lrenght hiin up fu their faith, ~ 1le bad heard sinee his arrival here
that an Austeulian parson has related 2 sad story about his father
having become broken-hearted Levause is son had adopted Atheism
and lesb thie pulpiv, The troth was that his father hal been dead
fourteen years, —nearly three years before his sccession from the
chured, so that gave the story the lie at once.  Under the guidance
ot his father Le soun becune an carncst Mcethodist, helieving i the
doutrines of original sin, holllive, &c. His father was very puritauic
in s tuition, and only allowed his children to go into the garden on
Sunday on one condition, and that was that they took a good hook
with them.  1n hisseventeenth year his (Mr, Bymes's) “conversion”
look plice.  After a deal of pulting-olf he had at lust resolved that
Le would pay Lis debt to his God, and after this was accomplished,
hie must say, ho felt happy,  This was ouly natwal, as any honest
man would fecl so after relieving Jds mind of what hs believed to
be a bigdebt. Had he been a Mahommedan he weuld similavly have
lpoked forward to his journey to Mecen as the great duty he harl to
perform.  His conversion ronsed his whole nature and lie weat into
the work with zeal.  On Sundays he would o to the enrly prayer-
meeting 5 then after brealfust he joined in the family prayers ; next
he went round the neiglbourhood eireulating tracts, aml if he s
a subbath-breaker he would reprimand liom, sometimes rightly
getting suubbed for his pains ; Sunday School teavhing came next,
amd it was in this eapacity that he made his fivst speceh, the super-
intendent calling upon him one morning te adidvess the chiliben.
his occnred several times so that he got aceustomed to it,  After
gchool there was another prayer wecting, then clurch,then the day
ended with prayer again.  This programme he adhered to for seven
or eight years.  Une Sunday he was present at a service that was
heing conducted in the schoolraom,  ‘Lhe man that wis to preach
was a very had speaker, and, strange to say, he knew his failing,
and asked Drother Symes to take by place. He at first refused,
but the ether told lum it was his duty to God; that argmment
toneling his weak point, he consented, This was his first sermon.
By a strange coincidence, he delivered a freethonght leeture many
yuars after, about six years ago, in the same place, it having been
smee convertel into a carpenter’s shop.  After this fivst attemps he
went as & loeal preachier, L 1864 he was aceepted as a minister of
the Wesleyan charch, and was three years in the Wosleyan eollege,
His subsequent conversion to secularisinis a difficutt thingto explain.
Nothing oveured in college nntil he had been there about a year
and w half, whenone day he got into a disenssion with a fcllow
student while they were walking in the meadow. It was on the
subject of original sin, his vompanion affirming that seicnee proved
there was death in the world before Adam; and after an attempt to
defend his position, Mr. ¥ymes was obliged to confess himself heaten,
OUu after vetlevtion he saw that if animals died hofore Adam’s time
denth was natwral and not the resnlt of Adam’s sin.  This
reasuning finally proved too much for his belief in original sin.
During his first cirenit he saw it announcel that two Swedenborgian
ninisters would leeture on ¢ Urinity and Unity,” after which dis-
cusston wis invited.  He devided that his “duty” demanded his
presence there,  He determined to study the Testament by itsclf for
the veeasion withont the aild of comwmentaries,  This was the worst
thing he conld have done, for he was anable to find what he wanted,
and witer reading the original Greck with the same result he shutup
the haok wuch shosked in mind.  During another civenit he went a
step further.  The Pope had called together the Feumenical Couneil
to decide about the infallibility of himsclf ; and all Protestantism
were abusing bim for it This caused My Symes to exunine the
protestint seets, and lnding that they also clained infallibility
indireetly, he repudiated all creeds and placed his faith only in his
Bible. He dismizsed the belief in an intervening providence on hear-
g of 4 sermon preachied on the great war, the preacher explaining
how providence nad guided the victors,  In his last cirenit, about
fourteen years ago, Lie had so far developed as to have Decome o re-
pablican, and a preacher for land nationalisation,  The next step was
the rvejection of hell-ire, aud doubts ou the doctrine of the atone-
nient, he found now that e was no longer a Methodist, and he told
liis friends that he mast resign the mindstry,  They urged him to
wmodizy Lis views, and stay in the churell, and asked him what he
would do for a living,  He told them he had a conssicnce which
deninuded his sevession, and in August 1872, after o lot of prayer
about it, lie wiote o letter of vesiguation.  1ie had no idea then
that he wourld finally Le an Athiest. The whole family of Lis
beliefs hael been taken sick with consnmption ; he kept them alive
as long as he conld, hut they dicd, and then he burted them. 1t
tool: two more years for him o yeach Atheism, and 4} years after
leaving the pulpat e foole the scewlarist platforng, that is, Seven yeurs
agn. 1e now preachies seculavism te muke atonement for his” past
vtrors, s seculavisn, in Lig opinien, means the hest of everything in
eivilization.  In conclusion he recommends the orghodes o explain
iy conversion, as they we so fond of talking about conversions the
other way,

W.CoA

The willow which bends to the tempest often escapes
better than the oak, whicl resists it and so, in great
cataliitics, iLsometimes happens that light and [rivolous
spirits recover their clasticity and presence of mind
sooner than those ofa loftier character,—Walter Scott,

'
'

WHO WAS JESUS?

By CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

ITe had no father (Luke i, 34).  His molher’s husband had
two fathers (Lukeiil. 23; Matthew 1. 16), He was born at
Bethlehem (Luke il 4), yet accepted in silence the reproach
that he was not bern there, but was born at Galilee {John
vii, 41, 42). e was born in the lifetime of Hered, who
ordered all the little oues to be slaughtered, in crder to
destroy him ( Matthew ii). He was not, however, born
wntil after the death of Herod, and the abdication of
Axrchelaus, Hevod’s son (Luke i, 2).  While a Laby Le was
taken into Egypt, and remained there until after the death
of Herod, and was not brought back to Judea even during
the succeeding rvelgn of Archelaus (Matthew il); yet he
never went into Egypt at all, or, at any rate, never rcsided
there for any such lengthy period (Lukeii 21, 22, 39, 40,
41, 12).  When thirty years of age he was baptised by John,
wio knew him, and forbade him to come to be baptised on
account of his {Jehn's) unworthiness to baptise Jesus
{Matthew iii. 14); but John did not know Jesus until after
the Daptist had baptised the Saviour (John 1. 33). John
knew Jesus to be “the Lamb of God” (John 1. 28); yet some
time after sent two of his diseiples to Jesus, to enquire of
the latter whether he was the veal Messinh, or whether they
were to look for another (Matthew xi. 8; Luke vii. 19).
Jesus was imwediately after the baptism led up into the
wilderness, where Le remained and fasted during forty days
and forty nights (Muark 1. 13); but before that time had
elapsed, he wus at a mavriage feast in Cana of Galilee (John
i),

)Jesus cured Peter's wife’s mother of o fever before he had
called Petor to be a disciple {Luke iv. 3%; v. 10}; but
Peter’s wife's mother was cured by Jesus after Peter had
been eulled to be a diseiple (Matthew vill. 14;iv. 18).  Jesus,
when on land near the sen, saw Shwon, Peter and Andrew
fishing, and called them to be his disciples; and a little
further on he saw Jawes and John, and called thew (Matthew
iv. 18-22); but when he called Sinon, James, and John, he
wasin the ship with Simon, and the ship with James and
Jolm in was close alongside (Luke v, 3-10); and indeed
neither Jesus nor Peter was at sea when Peter was first seen
by Jesus, but on dry land, where Peter was brought to Jesus
by Andrew (Joln i, 41).

Jesus fed 5,000 men, besides women and children, with five
loaves and two fishes, and, even then, the uneaten fragments
collected by the disciples after the feast filled twelve baskets
(Matthew xiv.); yet these very disciples either forgot or
disbelicved the miracle, for they were shortly after tervibly
puzzled as to how o much smaller number of persons were
to be fed with a Jurger quantity of food (Matthew xv.)
Jesus east un unelean spivit (Mark v. 2), which one spirit
was leyion, out of u “eertain man” (Luke viil. 27), which
certain man was “twao” (Matthew viii, 2:“;); on the permission
of Fesus, the singular plural devil (with a Latin name in a
country where Latin was not the common langunge}, went
into two thousand swine, which swine ran into the sea,
Jesus, being hungry, looked for figs on n fig tree when it
waus 1ot yeb the season, and cursed the tree because he found
no fruit thereon (Mark xi. 13, 14).

Jesus came to die to suve the world, but prayed that he
night not die (Luke xxji. 42),  Ie said, ©“ I and my father
arg onc” (Johu x 30) ; bat snid, * Father, all things are
possible to thee, take away this cap from me ” (Mark xiv,
36),  Jesus was betrayed to the officers by Judas, who
kissed Lim {Dlatthew xxvi, 47); but himself answered that
lic was Jesus, so that Judas does not appear to have betrayed
him at all by the identifying kiss (John xviil 5,6), Jesus was
with DPeter when Puoter denied Jesus the third time (Luke
xxii, G1) ; but Peter was not with Jesus at the time of the
third denial (Matthew =xxvi,; DMark xiv). Jcsus was
crucified about & am. (Mark xv.25); yet three hours after
Le was still on Lis trial before Pilate (John xix, 14). On
Friday evening (Mark xv, 42, 43) Jesug was bucied; on
Saturday night, towards dawn of Sunday (dMatthew xxviii,
1), his body was out of the tomb ; yet Jesus was to have
been three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
“He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved ; he that
Lelieveth not shall be danned.”

Man being cssentially active, must ind in activity his
joy; and labor, like everything else that is good, is its
own reward.—Whipple.
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DIREUT IMPCRTER.
A,

ATIALS,
Wueoresare axn Rrraie Deaper, TaiLor,
A¥D DRESSMAKER.

P A T E A,

JAMES THAIN & €O,
IRON & HARDWARLE MERCIHANTS,

TMreouTERS OF —
American Goods, Agricultura Implements,

Brushware, Lampware, Paints, Oils, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act.

VICTORIA AVENUE,
Taveo Quay, axp Sr Hirr SEREET,

YATNGANUL

“1REEMAH i.

ATcTiowrEn
WANGAHJI

JACKSON,

L STocK SALusMAN,

AND HHAWERA,

Agent for Wellir=ion stenmers—IIUTA and

T

U,
v Worthon 8.8 Cos steamers—

MOV A and MacGREGOR.

AVENUE.

ENCOUI .2

NEW ZHALAND
PISTHIES.

TEALAND CLOTHING

THE wr.

FACTORY - s upwards of 767 handa.

2. TWENTY.-THREE BRANCHES !

now opened in New Zealand.

WARGAXTI BraNCH :
CORNER OF VICTORIA AVINUE
AND RIDGWAY STREET.

Wu. AHLFLELD .. Maxagewr,

W. H. IRTTLESII P,
(Late King & {o.),
B 1 ANUTACTURING JHWELLER.

GoLp AXD Sirvir Sarrm,
Electro-plater and iilder.  Masonic Jeweller
and Medalist,

VICTORTIA AVENUE, WANGANUL

GEORGE  CATMAN,
TEA MERCHANT AND GENERAL
PROVISION DiaLn.

VICTORIA AVENTUE,
WANUANTT

SHARPE

I l AVINC left the Corner, has removed
to New Prenises next Tank of New South
Woales, Wananuh, where he will be tappy

to meet all his customers in future.

TOM FERDRY,
LICENSED VICTUALLER.
RESIDEXNCE :

OCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

WaANGANDL

JOHN ERENNEDY,
TOTELKEEPEE  AND GENERAL
:I_L

STOREKLEPER,

KENNIEIDY’S.
J. W. McDUTPF,
COACH-BUILGER AXD IMPORIER,
WANGANUL

BEING a thercugh, practical fradesman,
I'la\'ing a full etafT of first-class mechanics,
and using only the best materials, customers
ean rely on getting Sound, Reliable Work,

with a Superior Finish,

5. MANSON,
G_ENERAL STOREXKLZEPER,
RrcLAIMED Lixn,
WA N 6 A X U I,

{And a$ Murimoto.)

SPRIGGENS,
BOGT AND BHOE 2IANUFACTURIR,

VA

Victonta Avesvr, Waseasor,

Importer of every description of Ladiey,
Gente’. and Children’s Boots and Shoes.

DONALD ROSS,
CABII‘TET-}.IAKER & UPHOLSTERER,

Tavro Quaz, Waxaaxor

A large stock of
&7 CARPETS AND FURILTURE &
OF EVERY DISCRIPTION

ALWAYS ON HAND.

JAMES LAIRD
I:[AS much pleasure in announcing to
Country Secttlers that his NEW SEEDS,
suitable for the scason, ave now to hawd b
fine condition—comprisiug Turnip, " Rape,
Mustard, Grass Sced, &e. All sceds care-
fully packed nnd forwarded first oppor-
tuuity. Price Lists sent free, and every

information on application.

JAMIS
WIHOLESALE

LAITD,
AND Ruratn SREDSMAX,
Taupo Quay, Wanganui,

TO PRESERVE, WHITEN & BEAUTIFY
THE TEETH,
—TUSE—

AND

——

1.

CARBOLISED ROSE TOOTH POWDER.

OASBY cCo.'s

To be had of all Druggists & Patent Medicine
Vendors throughout the district,

Mzr Loasey’s Tootit Powner—the receipt
for which I have scen, is both pleasant and
etiicacious. Tt is especially useful in cases
of fender gums,

{8igned) MencerT Rawson,
Dentist.
Wellington Terrace, Nov. 12, 1883,

A, M. LOASBY & €O,
WHOLESALE AxD RETAIL MANUFACTORING
Homaworarnie Curmsts,
VICToRia AVESTE, WANGANDL

KOHN RBROS,
TORACTICAL WATCIHMAKERS,
A

JEWELLERS, & SILVERSMITHS,
WANGANUL

A Large and Varled Assortment of Watches,
Clocks, Jewellery, and Electro-plate;

PRIZE TROPIIES & PRESENTATION
PLATE
Manufactured and Ingraved to Order on
the Shortest Notice !

Good Stock of Spectacles, &e. Eye-glasses

to suit all sights,

EDWIN J. KING,
FIICACIIER of Pimnoforte, Violin, Corno-
1 pean, ete.  lusic provided for BaLrs,
ParTies, Presics, ere., in town or country.

BRASS OR STRING BANDS,
I2.J, King & Sons’ unrivalled Quadrille Band.

AcADENMY oF Music:
ST, HILL STREETD, WANGANUI,

GEORGE TFLYGER,
TAILOR, CLOTIIIER, & OUTFITTER,
VicToxla AVENUE,

WANGANUL

SUITS (OF GOOD MATERIAL) MADE
TO ORDILR AT THE LOVWEST PRICE,

1=" TIT GUARANTEED.

WILLIAM MITCHELL,
GARTE{ & FORWARDING AGEXNT,

Sr, HiuL SIREET, WANGANUL

Country Orders promphly attended to.

JAS., GRAIAM,
PLUMBER, CASFITTER, TINSMITH,

Erc.,

e,

Rinaway Streer, Waseasu,

Printed and published by AL 1) Willis, at his Caxton
Printhyg Works, Victoria Aveuue, Wanganui, New
Zealand, June 1, 188y,
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