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Aassing Alotes.

Alve Herberl  Spencer writes 1o the ¢ London
Atheneuny,” complaining of the inexcusable misre-
presentations made by the Duke of Argyll in eriticising
bis (Speucer's) Data op fihice.  1le says that the Dule,
i s hook enutled Zhe Uwity of Natwre, puls in
quolation-marks  scntences which bear not even a
remote resemblunce to any sentence which he himscolf
had used, Ao Spencer asks it the Duke can cenlend
that this conrse is defensible,

The Dill now Defore the Mussachuseits Legislature
with releveuce to adimiting the testimony of atheists
courts reids thus :— Section seventeen of chapter one
hindred wnd sixty-mine of the Pablic Statutes s hierehy
amainied by striling out the following words @ ©and the

evidence of sueh puson’s dishelief o the exisience of

God may be recclvad 1o affeet his eredibility as a
witnesz " This aendment has already passed the
senate, amd isLikely Lo become law,
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MW Luave recen aopaenphilel anoc Tasction of
Church properiv” pubiichad by the Hoston  Iree
NG wirocinbion, and desucd by our Dudelindgalile

fricid = Blue T'encil,” wwho has causeld a copy to be
cente cach Froctiouchl Asseoindion m New Zeaband.
Thepamplidet deser’bes the position of Church property
i the Uniited States and wrees the donger of aliowing
1o decuulate 1t enonnous quantities through its
exemption from Guadion. The action of onr friend is
opportune, the Associntions of the Colony being about
to move the Legtsiature 1o alter the law,

The Pope lately ekl a congregation of cardinals,
whene he informed that b hod consicted Lo the Sceret
Archives, for the informcation of posterity, a detailed
account of his conversation with the Crown Prinee of
Gurnany. It would beonly fair that the Prince should
bave heen allowed 1o make s notes of the conversation
to accompany the Pope’s version into the Archives.
Fer notwithstanding inla2ilibility, the version of Ilis
Flotiness witl be i one-sided afiir and posterity will
only he dmpardacly infonned, Perbaps posterity will
nol so much care what cither Pope or Prince said on
Lie vecasion,

Aceording to the © Ltalia,” the Mahdi is 1ot so black
as Leis painted, It scems that a correspondent of
that paper, a missionary who succecded in eseaping
fromn Upper Fpvpt to Cairo, states that the False
Proplict treats his prisoners remarkably well,  They
are lodged 1o tents and properly fed; and, when some
sisters of charity and Cathelic missionarics expressed
some natural anxiely to the fate of somie onec
Bundred and fifty children whom they had baptized
and whose education they had beon snpervising, the
Mabidi had the Little converts brought to camp, and
intrusted to the care of their masters and mistresses.
Lt this information is correet, it will he possible to think

s

betier things of the ficree soldier of Islam who is
cavsing such trouble in the Soudan,
The © New Zealand Presbyterian © winds up an

article on the = Diest Free Presbyterian Cliurely of
Otago ™ with he Iollowing remaurks :(—+ The Presbhy-
teri Canel vhaubl be stvony enough here to alford
: to the deveiopmant of varions {yvpes, without
g or scitian, I howaever, they mean more than
soand ntendd cronticg another rival Ireshyterian
cof wlieh Wdistinctive prineiple shall be s Ne

voave perpelrating a most egrevious
ey drig en for o fewe years o wretched
extetence, but st surely perish from off the carth as

dusder. P

a withered leaf, A chureh with such sort of distinctive
principle writes its own epitaph,  \What a reading of
Christianity does that action imply ! That men should
thus nnwittingly play into the hands of Popery, and
nmake the Church the scorn of the infidel.”

FREETIHHOUGHT CONFERENCE.

In continnation of the proceedings of the Con-
ference, we give Mr, Stout’s address on * Free-
thinkers in Relation to the State,” as reported 1n
the * Otago Daily Times” He understood the term
“Frecthought” to mean a person who could think
freely on all religious subjeéts without starting first
with a prolession  of belicf.  The Freethought
Asseclation had no crecdal basis; members were
admitted wilh differing views upon religious, political
and social questions.  There was ng intention of
founding a new rellgion, but the the object of the
Assoclation was to mamntain individual liberty in the
highest questions affedting the race. As members of
the Association they are not Atheists, or Agnostics, or
Christians, but sunply men with diflerent views met
together to uphold the liberty to think as they pleased,
and to express their opinions, —(Applavse). The need
of such an Association was shown in many ways., Ils
needed not to zllude to what was passing in other
countries, and would simply draw attention to what
was happening in this Colony us showing the need of
such union as had been sketched bemng formed, if in
New Zealand they were to maintain the religious liberty
they had enjoyed in the past. The State might be
looked upen as a kind of joint-stock company, based on
what was termed contradt—every person giving up a
certain share of individual liberty and obtainmg the
[ lawy, autherity, aud peace, or as a growth,

benelits of
to obtam a corredl idea of whicli it would be necessary
to trace its history from the far-back Aryan family
throngh all its developments to the present day.
Whetlier the State was founded on the fanciful contract
theory, or had come as a slew development, as the later
ard perhaps better writers maintained, at any rate it
was recognised that the State had limited fundtions,
and its sole object should be to promote the highest
social and the hizhest individual life; and if they found
any  State aoterforing with religicus  freedom  and
mdividual liberty more than was absolutely necessary
to mamntain good order and peace among its citizens,
they at once denominated that State tyrannical. The
fact must not be overlooked that the” State, like the
individual, has bias.  Althoush in New Zealand there
was no State teligion, vet the Old Land was obtruding
iselt in all kands of ways.  Tor ecxample, not 2o years
ago in Otago public meetings were opened with prayer,
and school committee meetings had to be opened with
prayer before they could proceed with the ordinary
school committee work., The same bias still existed in
Parliament, wlhere, before an lmpounding Grdinance
or a Goat Nuisance Bill was considered, proceedings
must be opened with prayer, though Cabinet meetings
were not opencd with prayer, and it was not considered
necessary to begn with prayer asitting of the Supreme
Court when a man was tried for murder. Then the
State system of cducation was to be Sccular, but the
school-books inculecated many lessons concerning the
Christian religion, so that Freethinkers had a right to
compiain on that ground. Ie mentioned these things
to show that they liad brought to this Colony a bias in
thesc matters.  For on all sides it was admitted that
the State had nothing to do with religion, and, in 2 &,
the State could have nothing to do with religion unless
1t selected one religion and made that the established
religion in the Colony. If it was not the duty of the
State to look after the religious training of adults, it
could not be its duty to look after the religicus
cducation of the youny, A State religion in this Colony
was nnnecessary and impracticable, and therclore he
submitted that the duly of the State in relation to
religion was ool Lo interfere with opinions, but to allow
each man 1 the State to hold what upinions he pleased
so long as he did not defume or stander his neighbour,
or create a breach of the peace or a riot—that was,
that so long as good order and peace was maintained,



