8 THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

FREETHOUGHT IN MELBOURNE,

The following letter from Alelbourne will be read
with interest ;:—

Sir,—Frecthought in Melbourne, I fear, is rather hehind what it
is in your lawd, judging by the records of Ty Review., We are,
however, progressing rapidly, and may take many nseful hints from
your example.  We in Melbourne are handicapped from not heing
suflieicntly orpanised and compact, and New Zealand has shown its
unity and progress by building a Freethought all, The hall that
our lectures are delivered in was previonsly a theatre, and the
Australasian Becular Association have leased it for a long term,
giving i the name of the Hall of Science. We have a building
fund, hewever, and Lhope soon to possess a hall of onr own. The
Seeular Association is numerically the largest Freethousht Society
in the Southern Hemisphere, though little over cightecn months old,
In addition to our oratory we hold veluntary concerts, or ¢ Sosjal
Mornings ¥ (as they avc oflicially ealled) every Sunday, and they
prove very successtul, financially and otherwise,  We have lately
started an execelleut Mutual Improvement Class in connection with
the A, 5. AL, which has about 50 mewbers, and prowises well.
Later still, a Sunday School has been instituted. The attendance
at this has doubled during the three weeks of its existence, so that
itis firmly established. 1t needs many hmprovements, however,
and as you have been so suceessful over your schools, you may be
able to give us some useful hints from your own expericnce.

Melbourne, as you are aware, has received a valuable acquisition
to its Freethionght ranks from the other side of the globe. M,
Juseph Bymes arrived here on February 10th on a twelvemonth's
fecturing engagement with tho A, % A aud lias opened his
campaiyn 2t the Hall of Seience. This gentlewan’s presence has
put new life into the eause in Melbourne. His popularity in
England is Lut his due, for he is alike gifted judged froma personal
or a professional standard. Mr. Fymes is net only “fadvanced
mentally, but alse physically, for his height is 6 feet 2} fnches of
eolid atheism, e pussesses an honest awd intellectual eountenance.
His lecturing style s blunt and easy. MHe makes ne display of
rhetorie, but by menns of o good command of langnage, ranging
from philesophic argnment to keen satire, he enchining the attention
of his andience.  His rich homor, brought oul iu o plain, howmdy
manner, always hits the mark, and renders his lectures ansivg
as well as instructive.  His range of subjects is a arge one,
he is not gnawing at the theological bone, he is unfolding the newest
discoveries in svience, or the beanties of literature ol philosoply,
In addition to his Sunday-evening lectures he delivers a scientific
one une nightin each week, e also intends to lecture in sulnban
and provineial districts on oiher nights of the weck, so that. he
sliows an  eneryy and defermination that should prove highly
Lencticial to Melbourne Seeulavism,

Tam sorvy to hear of the resignation of Mr. Draithwaite.  Still it
is but a natural vesult, for matter and spivit will no nwore mix than
will vit and water.  The pions ¢ Southern Cross,” ever veady to dos
menn action, devoted a leading article to the watter, and, hy means
of o careful selection of quotations, made the case appear very
diilerent to what it really is.  The tenor of the article was evidently
intended to cause the reader to think that the gentloman resiyning
was some atheistic champion who Lad found after years of god-denial
that his system was injurious o humanity, and that the wods must
Lo kept as a terror to ovildoers.  The trith is, of course, that M,
Braitlwnite has always believed in God and epirits, and naturally
encugh found that he could not travel comfortably in the s
harness as athelsts. The anly suvprising featnre of theallaiv, in my
opinion, is that he had not loug hefore found Lis resiziation
necessary. I oregret that sueh is the case, for T dislike to seo
belief in any way hindering fraternity ; but Nature will bave her
way. =T aw, &,

) 3W.OULAL
Melbonrne, March 17, 1854,

MWe hear that Ive has been winuing golden opinions
at Oamary, continuing to rapidly make to himsclf o

high  and  permancot place on the Irecthought
platforn,

MWhat we call miracles and wonders of art are not so
to him who created them ; for they were created by the
natural moveaments of his cwin wreat soul, Stitues,
paintings, churches, pocms, are but shadows of himscli,
— LoNGYELLOW,

The ILenden correspondent of the < Manchestor
Guardian  says:—gropos 1o the lae mpassionod
controversy over Shakespearc's relics, it may be worlls
while to note that cvidence has now come to lirht
which proves that the grave has not only been Elll’(l.“id}'
openced, but that the remains were scen and examined
by a gentleman al Stratford not NNy VIS siice
deccased.  Beyond question the skull wes at that Jato
period still i a perfect state, and the statement of My,
Hailiwell Phillips on this subject will requite serions
modification, not to say reversal, It may further he
noted that a curse similar to that insciibed on the tomb
has been found on various other towbs, andd that it
appears to have been a commen form of deprecating
removal {o a charuel house. ©

Whew

FRIENDSHIP, SCIENCE, ART.

A triple Liealth to Fricndship, Science, Art,
From heads and hands that own a commaen heart,
Tlach in its turn the others’ willing slave—

Toach inits scason strong to heal and save,
Friendship's blind service, in the hour of need,
Wines the pule face and lets the vietim blewd ;
Seience must stop to reason awd explain;

Art elaps its fingers on the streawing velin.

But Art's brief memory fails the haad ab last ;
Then Science Lifts the Humbeau of the past,
When botl their e:ual fnmortanee deplove,
When Lenrning sighs and skill can do no mere—
The tear of Iriendship pours its heaveuly balm,
Aud soothes the panyg o anodyne may calny,

Gliver Wendell Holines

NAMES OF FREETHINKERY IX THE CALENDAR
TOIL APRIL.

4, Priday—J. Talande, dicd, 1807,

5. Saturday—ITohbes, born, 1538,

. Monday —Ahner Knecland, born, 1741,

- Thursday—Austin Holyoake, diad, 1874
Sundey- GoJL Holvoake, Torn, 1817,
Woednesiny - Shalkespeare, Tran, 1567,
Thursday T Berguin, burned, 1330,

Friday G Lewes, o, 1517,
Satarday—Charles Robwr Darsin, died, 1882,
Mouday—Abeland, died. 1142,
Tuesduy- Kant, Lorn, 1724
Wednesday —Shakespeare. died, 1616,
Satnrday—David e, born, 1711,
Vo Smuday - Gibbon, born, 17375 Ralpl Waldy mergon,
(‘[;.Cd, Lis,
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Peuding foriber svvancenments, F.C [14]] Tisip., the Neerctry of
the Cliristehureh Frecthwuche A wocintion, has kinlly undertaken
to tuke clunge of and distiibute Une Presrneconr Leview in
Christehnrel,

Lhose willing to nudertalie the agency for places uot uameld are
renuestud to conmnunicate at once with e publishor.

TO ADVERTISERS,

PRI FREETHOUGHT BEVIEW oifirs spevind facilities to

Acdvertisers, as 16 has a lavge and ineraasing cirenlotion
throvgheut New Zealand,

TEEMS 1 =55 FELR INCIL FOR EACH ISSELTION.

Rpecial termy for Toug perieds,
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PUD LIS TN D,
PRICE —SIXDPLENCE,

KINGDOA OF ITHAVEN, OR TH® TEACHING Q5
JERUS CRITICISED By A Pnanisee,

e« Tma

Author of “Tletures we have seen of the Unlnown God,” and
#Jusus who s ealled Chiist,”

¢ This little worl deserves to be widely rend and pondered.-—
Tur FreEetmotreut Riview.,

On Sale by Mr. T Dwidthwaite, Dunedin ; My A, 1, Willis,
Wanganui ; and by tho Publisher, Auckland (Mlr AL Camphbell),



