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NEW ZEALAND FREETHOUGHT FLEDERAL !
UNION.
FIRST MELTING OF COUNCIL, 188

A Confercnce ol  delegates from  the various
Freethought Associations of New Zealand was held in
the City Council Chambers, Dunedin, on the 1oth,
r1th, and 12th of March,

Delegates from the following Associations were
present :—Duncdin, Auckland, Wellington, Wanganui,
Nelson, Picton, and Woodville. The Conference
held two sittings daily, and a great deal of important
business was transacted. It is a noteworthy point
that the meectings were held in the Chambers of the
City Council—probably the first time in the history of
the world when a body of 1recthinkers have been
allowed the gratuitous use of a State building,

The principal business transacted by the Conference
was the formation of a New Zealand Freethought
Federal Unilon; the framing of rules, and the
appointment of office-bearers for the proper government
of such Union; and the discussion and passing of
resolutions in connection with Frecthought,

The following is a resieane of the business transéied (—

NEW

ZUALAND FREETIIOUGIIT
UNTONXN.
President—Robert Steut, Llsq. {Dunedin); Vice-

President, Johu Ballance, Lsq. {(Wanganu); Ilon,

Secretary and Treasurer, T. Cheyne Farnie, Lsq.,

M.A, (Dunedin).

FIEDERAL

CONSTITUTION,

1. For the purposcs of mutnal support, the
Frecthought Associations of New Zealand do hereby
form themsclves into a Iederal Union,

2. The aflaus of the Union shall be managed Ly a
Council, which shall be called © The Council of the
New Zealand Freethought Federal Union,”

3- The Council shall censist of a President, Vice-
President, Houorary Vice-Dresidents, Scerclary and
Treasurer, and delegates from  cach Freethought
Asscciation of New Zealand.

4. Each Association belonging to the Union has
the right of electing an llonorary Vice-President of
the Council and two dclegates, to represent such
Assaciation in the Council.

POWERS OF COUNCIL.

5. The Council shall have the power—

() OF clecting annually o President, a Vice-
President, a Seeretary, and Treasurcr.

(2) Of determining the time and place of cach
annual meeting,

(3) Of deciding the amount to he contributed by
each Association for carrying on the Lusiness
of the Union,

(4) Of taking such steps as it may consider
necessary to advance the cause of frecthought,
and to give effect to the objects of the Union.

OBJECTS OF UNION.
G The objects of the Unien shall he—

(1) To render assistance to any Association or to
any individuals whose relizious or sociul
freedom is imperilied or infrineed.

(2) To watch the course of legislation in New
Zealand with the view of preventing the
passing ol any laws detrimental to individual
liberty,

(3) To take action in any dircction necessary for
the support and  dissemmination  of the
principles of frecthonglit,

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY TIHE COUNCIL.

(2) The Council would wrge on the I'recthought
Associations of New Zealand the need of heing
Incerporated, and of obtaining an Act of Purlinment
allowing voluntary associations some casy method of
securing incorporation,

(L) The Ceuncil ol the New Zealand Freethought
Federal Union begs o tender its sincere thanks to Sir
George Grey, K.C.1., and to those wembers of the

House of Representatives who supported his Bill, for
their efforts to abolish oaths, and hopes that during
the forthcoming session of Parliament the * Qaths
Abolition Bill ™ will be introduced and enacted,

tc.) In the opinion of this mecting of frecthinkers
m conference it is unwise, nnjust, and unconstitutional
to create in New Zealand what are termed crimes
against religion; and this meeting protests against the
passing of the clauses in the proposed ¢ cximinal code,”
which purpoert to create such crinies.

(h.) This mceting of the frecthinkers of New
Zealand in conference asseiibled desires to express is
sympathy with Mr Charles Bradlaugh, member of
Parliament for Northamypton, Iingland, in the arduons
strugele against bigotry and injustice in which he has
been for the past four years engaged; and it hopes
that cre long he may be completely trinmphant, thus
achieving o victory for freedom of conscicnce which
will be hailed with delight by Frecthinkers in all parts
of the world,

(c.) This public meeting s specially desirons of
holding out the hand of fellowship to” all lovers of
freedom 11 New Zealand, and hails with satisfaction

the commencement of orgauvisation in  behall of
frecthought, .

(£) In the opinion of this meeting it is unjust to
attempt to charge licence  fees for meclings of

frecthinkers, whether suchmectings besocial or literary;
and so long as the churches are exempt from rates,
frecthonght halls shoudd be placed in the same
position,

£} The next meeting of the Council of the New
Zealand Irecthought Federal Union shall be Leld at
Wellinglon during Easter week, 1833,

(h.} The Freethought Associations shall be asked to
contribute sixpence (5:d) per member per annum to the
funds of the Federal Tnion,

{1 The Council is of opinion that if the Associations
could unite to engage one or more ledturers to visit the
various centres of population, much good would result

o frecthought,

DINNILLR

The proceedings of the Conference were {erminated
by oo dinner at the Coifee PPalace, tendered by the
Duncdin I'reethonght Association to the delegates in
horour of the inauguration of the Treethought Federal
Union.  The DPresident, Mr R Stout, occupicd the
chair, AMr Charles Bright the viee-chair, and tlhere
were between fifty and sixty ladics and gentlemen
present. This 15, we bedieve, the first occuasion in
New Zealand inwhich the right of ladies to be present
at a public dinner has been admitted.
with Tewmperanee  prineiples,
seutiments  were  expressed,
osnceess to the IPederal Urnilon.”  Dr JooNDWag
responledt, Sentiments in favour of  The Press,”
“The Platforns,” and = The Ladies,” wore propuosed
and responded to by Messrs Charles Drieht, Dixon,
Rutherford, and Messrs Willis and Tarnie respectively.
Mrs Charles Iiright, in a pieasant speech, responded
or hehadl of the ladies.  The proceedings were
cidivenced by the prescuce of a small orchestra under
the leadership of Mr IParker, and by a few songs. The
night's amusement was brought to a close about 11
p-m. by the company singing * Auld Lang Syne,”

The Couincil meets at Wellington next year during
Laster weel.

The constitution and resolutions  passed by the
Council will, we understand, be submitted to the local
Associations, aud when replics have been received
therefrom the President and Sceretary of the Council
will, where necessary, tuke steps 1o have the objedls
citailed carried out,

In accordauce
mstead  of  loasts
The resident wished

PUBLIC MIELTING,

Ou the evening of the 11th March a public meeting
was hetd at the Town Halll M. Stout presided, and
delivered an cloquent address on ¢ Irecthought in
relation to the State”  Ile said the crime  of
blasphemy was unknown to the luw of the colony,
(uoling the following casc in point: * Ilitherlo there



