THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

WELLINGTON FREETIIOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

The Tollowing 1s Mr. Jardine's usual monthly report
of the domgs of the above Association for the past
month :(—

Wellington, March 24th, 18584

Ste,—Since my last report two lectures on spintualism have
Leen delivered in onr Tlall by Mr, . Chantry IIarris. At the first
lecture, delivered on the 231 ultimo, there were about xo0 people
present.  The lecturer stated that a close relationship existed
between evolution and spiritualism, and also that the force L‘Ilm\ﬂ
as modern spiritualism was the same force which was manifested
throughout 21l ages, and whiclh were known as mirncles. At the
seccond lecture, on the 2and instant, there was another large
aundicnce,  Ar, Harris remarked that, although spiritnalism was
ncarly forty years old, the spiritnalistic movement was remarkable
for ancoherency and a want of coalition amoeng iis supporters,
Those people who had cast off their ecclesiastical beliefs were
afraid to band together and investigate spirituahism, for fear that
they should introduce something worse ; and othcr_f—'. had rested,
quietly waiting for resulls. The lectarer culogised  the late
Professor Denton as a man of pure religion, whose life was passed
ia the elevation of lis species. ITealso said it was human patute
to cavil at great principles of reform; men and women would
always be fonnd who disagreed with them, and it was all the
better such was thie ease.  Mr. Flarris, in conclusion, urued those
who wished (o investizate the phenomena to avoid public
exhibition, and to develop domastic circles at home.  ie also
pointed out the benefits that wonld accrue if meetings were beld
once every weelk, to exchange experiences, and help and strengthen
the movement.  On the gth instant a well-known resident of
Wellingion, and a member of the Associntion, deliverad avery
able and interesting lecture in reply to  Tiche's ™ lecture of the
srd w'timo on ** Men as compared with animals,”  On the 13th
instant the sccoud sacial gathering of members took place, and
was an angualified success.  On Sundavevening, 1610 instant. onc
of the best leetures ever debiversd in the Association’s TIall,
subject, * The Nationalization of the Land,” was delivered by Mr,
Robertson, We sincerely hope that Mr. IRRobertson may be inducad
to favour us with ancther lecture on the same, or another, subject
at an early date.

The haif-yearly meeting of members takes place on the 26th
instant, when the undersigned will be reluctantly compelled,
through pressure of business, to resim the Secrelaryship.

Yours trulwv,
AT, Jawnixe, ITen, Sce,

AWANGANULD FREETHOUGIHT ASSOCIATION,

We reccived from the Secretary the following report
for the past month :—

Wanganni, AMarch 25th, 158,

Sir—Nothing has transpired in connection with our Associntion
this last month of very special inportance.  The Lyccum children,
howwever, deserve honowrable mention for the creditable manner in
which they sang at the mecting on Sunday, March z2nd.  Their
performance rellects great pralse on the conductor amd teachers of
the Lyceum, for it is no easy matter to bring about such satisfactory
resilis in connection with children,  On the same occasion a
recitation was very ably given by Master [ollow, one of the
T.vecewm children. Several athers, T bwlieve, arco preparing
regitatons of a similar character, which shows that the teachers
are doing thew best for the intellectual advancemeut of thoese under
their charge. 1 would strovgly impress upon parents who are
interestad in Precthonght, and the wellare of their childeen, to send
them to receive instruction at the Taceum on Sumdays, and § am
sure they will grow up betler, movally and mtelicctually, for the
instruction received. I know a strong prejudice exists in the
mindsof parents respecting freethought institutions,  This is natural
from thewr religions bringing up, and their want of kuowing what
is really taught.  Let them once find ont all abourt it, and the real
facts of the case will be shown, truth will be centrasted with
ervor, and our Lyceums swill become one of the most popular
mstitutions m oour midst,

Alr, Willis returned from attending the Thunedin Conference last
Saturday, and on Sundav gave us a very mteresting account of
what the Confercnce had decided upon doing, &e. Mr, Willis
expresses himself bighly pleased at his reception in the other
Island.

Some time next month we propose having an entertainment in
the way of a tea mecting and coucert; but uothing definite has
yet been decided. ’

Yours faithfully,
J. J. DuckreLr, Sceretary W.IT AL

EETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION FOR
WAVERLEY.

R

AT

We are indebted to a I'recthinker at Waverley for
the following items ;—
: Waverlay, Alarch 206th, 183,
S~ Knowing that you take an interest in the spread of
Freethought principles, 1 take the liherty of informing you that
active steps are beinyg taken for the formation of a Treethought
Assaciation here,  Sunday last was chosen for the first meeting,
but as the day proved very wet none but the town residents turned
out, conséquently the meeting was adjourned until Sunday nest,
when we anticipate a large attendance. —I aimn, &e.,
Freernisii,

i

Gems.

[APOTIIEGMS FIROM TIIE ESSAYS OF LOID ]B.{COS.]

Revenge triumphs over death; love slights ; lonor
aspiveth 4o it ; grief lieth to it ; fear preocenpictl it.

The virtne of Prosperity is temperance ; the virtus of
Adversily is fortitnde: which in morals is the most
heroieal virtue.

Cain's envy was the more vile and malignant towards Lis
brother Abel heeatse, when hiy sacrifice was bebter aceepted,
there was nobody o ook on,

Virtue is like precious odours, most fragrant when they
are jncensed or erushed 5 for prosperity doth best discover
vice, but adversity doth best discover virtue,

Clear and vound dealing is the honor of man’s natare,
and mixture of fulschood is like alloy in coin of zoldl and
silver, which may make the metal work the better, but it
erabaseth it.

AMen of noble bivth are noted to be envious towurds new
men when they rise. For the distance is altered : and it is
like a deceit of the eye that, when otliers come on, they
think themselves o Lack,

It was o netable ebservalion of a wise father and no losy
ingeniously confussed, that those which hieed and persuaded
pressure of conscicnee, were counmonly interested therein
theinselves for their own ends,

Dissimulation is but a faint kind of policy, or wisdom.
For it nsketh o strong wit and a strong heart to know when
to tel truth, and to do it Therefore 1t is the wenker sovt
of politiciuns thut are the greatest dissemhlors,

As for talkers, and fatile persons, they are cominonly
vain amd eredulous withal. Tor he that tulketh what le
knowetl, will also talle wliat Le knoweth net. Therefore
sot 1t down that an Labit of seerecy 4s both politic and moral,

Men have o foolish manner  (both parents,  and
sehoolmasters, and servants), in ereating and breeding an
cmnlation between brothars during childhood ; which miany
times sorteth to discord when they are men, and disturbeth
familics,

Cliaste women ave often proud and forward, as presuming
upon the wmerit of their chastity., It is one of the best
honds, Loth of chusiity and ebedience, in the wife, if she

thinks her hnshand wise ; whiell she never will do if she
find him jealous.

Let parvents choose betimes the vocations and  eourses
they mean their ehildren should take 5 for then they are
most exible,  And let them not too mnch apply themselves
to the disposition of their children, as thinking they will
tale best to that which they have most mind to.

Aoman that hath no virtue in himself ever envieth virtue
i others,  For en's minds will either feed upon their
own good, or upon other’s evil; and who wanteth the one
will prey upon the other; and whoso is out of Liope to attain
another’s virtue, will seck to eowie ub even Land by depressing
another’s fortune,

Lucretius the poct, when he belield the act of A gamemnon,
that could endure the sacvificing of lis own danghter,
excluimed t—Tartiwn veligio potuit suadere muolorum (to
deeds so dveadful conld religion prompt.)  What would Le
Lave said, if he Liad known of the massacre in France, or
the powder treason of England.

This is cortain, that & man that studieth revenge keeps
Lis own words green, which otherwise would Leal sud do
welll  Publie revenges ave for the wost part fortunate ; as
that for the death of Ciesar ; for the death of Pertinax ; for
the desth of Henvy the Third of France ; and many more,
Bat in private revenges it is not so, Nay rather, vindictive
persons have the life of witehes, who, as they aremischievous,
s0 eud they unfortunate— B,

Good temper, like a summer day, sheds a brightness
over everything. 1t is the sweetener of toil and the
s moother af disquiclude.—WasiincTon IrvING.

No one of my fellows can do that spccial work for
me which I have come into the world to de; he may do
a higher worl, but he cannot do my work, I canuot
hand my work over to him, any more than I can hand
over my responsibility or my guilt.—Ruskix,



