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These and other difficultics, some of whick are often discussed
but never disposed of, must force men hereafter to drop the higher
anthropomorphic characters given to the it Cause, as they have
loug since dropped the lower. The conception which has been
enlavging from the beginnimg must go on enlurging, uniil, by
disappearance of its limits, it heeomes a consclousness which
transcendy the forts of distinet thought, though it for ever remains
a eonsciousuess.

“But how can such a final consclonsness of the Unknowable,
thus tacitly alleged to be true, be reached by suceessivemodifications
of a conception which was utterly untrue ¥ The ghost-theory of the
savage is baseless.  The material deuble of a dead man inwhich he
believes, never hal any  existence, And if by gradual
de-materialisation of this double was produced the conueption of
the supernaturai agent in gencral—if the conception of a deity,
formed by the dropping of some human attributes  awd
transfignration of othiers, resulted from continuance of this process ;
is not the developed and purified conveption reached liy pushing tie
process to its limit, a fiction also 7 Surely if the primitive belief
was absolutely false, all derived heliefs must be absolutely false.”

This chjection lagks fatal; and it would be fatal were its premiss
valid, Unexpected as it will be to most readers, the answer here
1o be made s that at the outset a germ of truth was contained in
the primitive conception-—the trath, munely, that the power which
munifests itself in consciousness is but a differcntly-conditioned
form of the power which maunifests itself heyond conscicusness,

Fvery voluntary act yields to the primitive man, proof of a source
of energy within him. Not that he thinks abouf lis internal
c:xperic:iucs ; but in these experiences this notion lies latent,  When
producing wotion in his limbs, and through themn motion in other
things, he is aware of the accompanying fecling of ellort. And
this sense of effort which is the antecedent of chanyges divectly
poduced by hing, beeories the conveived antecedent of changes not
praduced by him---furnishes him with a term of thought by which
to represent the genesis of these objective changes. At first this
idea of museular foree as anteceding unusual events arcund lim,
carries with it the whole assembluge of assoclated ideas. e thinks
of the implied cffort as an effort exercised by a being wholly like
Limself. To course of time these doubles of the dead, supposed to
be workers of all but the mwost fumiliar ehanges, arc wodified 1
conception.  Besides becomiuy less grossly material, some of them
are developed into larger personalities presiding over elasses of
phenomena which belwy eomparatively regular in their order, foster
the idea of beings who, while far more powerful thau men, are less
variabile in their modes of action. So that the idea of force as
excreistd by such beings, comes to e less associated with the idea
of a human ghost.  Further advances, by which minor supernatural
agents becoine merged into one general agent, and by which
the personality of this general agent is rendeved vague while
beeoming widely extendud, tend still further to dissociate the
notion of oljective force from the force known as such in
cong isusness ; and the dissociabion reaches its extreme in the
thoughts of the man of scicnee, who interprets in tevius of foree nob
only the visible changes of sensible bodies, hut all physical changes
whatever, cven up to the nndulations of the ecthereal mediam.
Nevertheless, this force (be it force umder that statical form by
which matter vesists, or under that dynamieal form distinguished as
eucruy) is to the last thought of in ferms of that intermal energy
which lic iy conscious of oz muscular eliort.  Ileis compelled to
symbolise objective foree in terms of subjective furce from lack of
any other symbol.

See now the implieations.  That internal encrgy which in the
expericnces of the primitive man was always the immediate
anlecedent of changes wrought by him-—that cnergy whieli, when
interpreting external chauges, he thought of along with those
attributes of a huuan personality connected with it i himsdlf §is
the same energy whicly, freed from anthrepomorphic accompaniments
is now figured as the cause of all external phenomena. Fhe lust
stayoreachied is recognition of the truth that force as it exists
beyoend consciousness cannot be like what we know as force within
consvionsness ; amd that yet, as either is capable of generating the
other, they wass he ditferent modes of the same.  Conscquently, the
final outcome of that specalation commenced by the primitive man,
is that the Power manifested throughont the Universe, distingnished
as material, is the same power which in ourselves wells up nnder
the form of consclousness.

Tt is uutrue, then, that the foregoing argument proposes to evolve
a true belief from a belief which was wholly false.  Contrariwise,
the ultimate form of the religious cousciousnes is the final
development of a consclousness which at the outsct contained a
germ of truth obseured by maltitudinous creors,

Those who think that science is dissipating religions beliefs and
sentiments seem unaware that whatever of mystery s taken from
the old interpretation Is added to the new.  Or rather, we may say
that transference from the one te the other is accompanied by
inerease ; since, for an explanation which has a sceming feasibility,
it sulstiutes an explanation which, carryiug us back only a certain
digtance, there leaves us in the presence af the avowedly inexplicable.

Uuder one of its aspeets scientific progress is a gradual transfigur-
ation of Nuature, WWhere ordinary perfection saw pevfeet simplicity,
it reveals preat complexity ; where there seemed absolute inertness,
it discloses intense activity ; and in what appears mere vacancy it
finds a marvellous play of forees. Kach gencration of physicists
discovers in so-called ¢ rnte manner™ powers which but a few years
before thie most instructed physicists would have thought incredible;
ag instance the abilily of a wmerciron plate to take up the complicated
aerial vibrations produced by articulate speech, which, all translated
into multitwlinous and varied electric pulses, are re-translated a
thousand wiles off hy another iron plate, and again heard as
articulate speech,  When the explorer of Nature sees that quiescent
as they appear, surrounding solid bodies are thus sensitive to forees
which arc infinitesimal in their amounts --when the spectroscope
proves to hin that molecules on the Harth pulsate in harmony with
molecules in the stars—when there is forced on him the inference

that every point in space thrills with an infiniby of vibrations
passing thirough it i all divestions ; the conception te which he
tends §s nuieh Tess than that of & Universe of dead matter than
that of a Universe everywhere alive: alive if not in the -rcslrict:‘:l
seuse, yveb still in a general sense, h
. This transfiguration which the inquiries of physicists continuall
inerense, s auled by that other transticuration resulting fm:ﬁ
metaphysicul ingeiries. Sahjective anal comprels s to admit
thik ourscientilic interpretations of the phenomena whicl ol;jcct%
present, are expressed in terms of our own variotsly-combing!
sensations and ddeas —arve expressed, that is, in clements IJulrylx-'il;f'
to congciousness, which are but symbols of the somethine Lovond
conscionsness. Phongh analysis afterwards reinstatoy f)]ll’lcrl'ir{l)iti\'c
beliefs, to the estont of showinz that hehind every group ol
phenomenal mauilestations there is always a s whilh i'ltln‘
reality that remaing lixed amid appenrances which are \'1Lri:l])1t:" nt
we are showw that this sesns of reality is for ever ium:cesx‘ib,lé ';0
eonseiousness. And when, ence miore, we remember that the
activitics  constituting cons iousness,being :igoreusly bumuh-:l
cannot bring in among themselves the a‘:ti\'ﬁ;ics?)eyoud the bownis,
which therefore scem unconscious, though prodnction of (‘iL]‘]El' L; ‘
the other scoms to imply that they are of the swine essentinl :1;Ltnrc}'r
this necessity we are munder to think of the external energy in terms
of the Internul energy, gives rather a spil'itn.’zlist?a than a
materialistic aspect to the Universe : further thousht, however
obliging us to recoginise the truth that a conception in p,hunmucunl'
nmulf(.:sta.tlons ofthisultimateencrgy can inno wise show us whatit is,
While the beliefs to which analytic science thus leads nre sueh as
do ot destroy the objest-matter of religion, Lbut simply tl'{LllSl:lgTIll‘;;)

l‘t‘, suicnce 1111:!(:}'1&5 conercte funpq ({111;11'5;(35 the sphere for relisious
sentiment, From the very beginning the progress of knowlwduoe
E+ bl = o

has been accompanied by an inercasing capacity for wonder,  Amone
savages, the lowest are the least surprised when shown remarkable
EJI()n.i;l‘li't.S of civilised art: astenishing the traveller by their
indilference,  Awl so little of the marvellons do they perceive in
the grandest phenomena of Nature, that any inguiries concernine
them they regard as childish trifling. This contrast in mentsl
ig:‘:lrlilc .bet\:luetj the lu'\'x.'lcs)t ;lmm'em 11:&:‘11155:4“ :ajnd the higher Lnman

gs avound us, 1s paralleled by the centrasts among the grades of
these higher human beings themselves, 1t is not the rusbic, vor
the artizan, nor the trader, who sces something more than a ;m're
matter of vourse in the hatohing of a chick ; but it is the biologist
who, pushing to the uttermoest his analysis of vital ph(‘llumilln.l
reaches his greatest perplexity when o speck of protoplasm under
the microscope shows hiw life in its simplest form, sl makes hin
fel that however he formulntes its processes the actual play of forees
remains nmmagmable.  Neither in the ordinary towrist nor in the
decr-stalker clinbing the mountaing above him, dees a 11'14111'1,:1({
glen rouse ideas beyond those of sport or of the picturesnue ::}Jll‘t it
may, and often does, in the geologish.  Ue, observing that the
glacier-rounded rock Le sits on has lost by weathering but half an
il}cll of its surfoce since a time far more remote than tlie Beginnings
of human eivilisation, aml then trying to conceive tﬁe slo?v
dermdation whielt has cut out the whele valley, has timuﬁ‘h.ts of
time and of power to which they are strancers —thouehts D\"hiuh
(LIL‘(:,‘:LL]._Y utterly inadequate to thewr objets, ie feels to T still 'mom
futile on weoting the contorted beds of gueiss around, which tell him
of o tie, immeasureably morve remole, when far beneath the Fartly's
surface they wers m a halfanelted state, and again tell him of a
time,  Imwmensely  exceeding this in remotensss, when their
compoenents were sand gnd mwd on the shores of an ancient sea
Noris it in the primitive peoples who supposed that the lcavens
rested on the mountain tops, any more than m themodern inheritors
of their cosmogony who repeat that © the heavens declare the vlory
of Gad,” that we find the largest conceptions of the Universe ﬁ' the
greatest amount of wonder excited by contemplation of it.  Rather
it 1s in the astronowmer, who sces in the San amuss so vast Lhat c\'cn'
into vne of his spuls our Barth might be plunged witheut touehinge
its edges ; and who by every liner telescope is shown zn increased
multitude of such suns, many of them far larger,

Hereafter as heretufore, higher faculty and deeper insight will
raise rather than lower this sentiment. At present tﬁe most
powerful and 1nost instructed intellect has neither the knowledire
nor the eapacity required for symbolizing in thought the totality of
things., Occupied with one or vther division of Nature, the man of
svicnce usually does not know cnough of the other divis&ons even to
rudely convceive the extent and complexity of their phenomena ;
aud supposing him to have adeyuate knowledge of cach, yeb e is
unable to thiuk of them as o whole, Wider and mu;'e complc.\'
intellect may hereafter help him fo form a VRIUG CONSClolsies o‘f
them in their totality,  We may say that just as an undeveloped
musical faculty, able only to appreciate a simple melody, cannot
graspthe variously-entangled passages and harmonies of 5 S_)'l;]ph()lly
which in the minds of composer and conductor, are unified int(,)
involved musical clfects awakening far greater fecline than js
pussible to the musically uncultured ; so, by fulure 11101% evolved
mtelligences, the course of things now apprehiensible ouly in parts
may be apprchensible all together, with an accompanying fcc]in‘.;r
as much beyomd that of the present cultured man, as lus fcccliu(r is
beyond that of the savage. °

And this feeling is net likely to be decreased but increased by
that analysis of knowledge which, while foreing himto Agnosticism
yet continnally prompts him to imagine some selution of the Great
Iinigma which he knows cannet be solved.  Lspecially must this be
5o when he remembers that the very notions, beginning and end
cause and purpose, are relative notions belonging to human thought’
whichare probably inapplicable to the Ultimate Keality tmuscemliné
human thought ; and when, though suspecting that explanation
is a word without meaning when applied to this Ultimate Reality,
hie yet feels compelled to think there must be an explanation. ’

But amid the mysteries which become the more mysterious the
the more they are thought about, there will remain the one absolute
certainty, that he is ever in presence of an ILnfinite and Hterng)
Luergy, from which alk things proceed.—1lIERBERT SrENCER.




