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English politicians have just discovered that a vast
mass of the population of the large cities is living in
dwellings utterly unfit for human beings. The politicai
cconomists are discredited by socialistic schemes of
reform, and less is heard of cheap food and buying in
the cheapest and selling in the dearcst market, TLord
Salisbury is in favor of applying the borrowing and
taxing powers of the State to the erection of model
dwellings. Mr. Chamberlain traces the evil to the
ground landlord, and would make him find the remedy.
The ¢ Saturday Review ' thinks the discussions have
established three things:—* First, the existing rookeries
In the next
“place, it is manifest that the poverty of the poor, with
«the consequent degradation which make them put up
“ with styes {or homes, is the result of two main causes
No laws, no reform,
¢ o franchise, no revolution, can do any good to the
tenormous class of Englishmen who love to drink,”
Qver-population and drink, however, are due to the
absence of the seif-regarding qualities which follow
upon education and the means of material comfort.
The ¢ causes " of the © Saturday Review ' ave but the
effects of cconomical causes associated with the laws
governing the distribution of wealth. It is here the
permanent remedy must be locked for.

«must come down as socon as possible.

4 __gver-population and drink.

Aud will “no laws,
« revolution " do gooid ?
awaits solution.

no reform, no franchise, no
This is just the problem that
[t is not in socialism the remedy
ought to be sought until political economy
Now there is one natural
and economical law that has not been discredited—
namely, that the supply shall not, without suffering
depreciation, exceed the demand.

and
individualism have failed.

The working classes
have yet to understand that if they increase their
number at a rate faster than-that in which they can be
maintained in a state of comfort, degradation must
follow. If again the laws, by artificial arrangements,
foster the hoarding of wealth in the hands of the few,
the many will be impoverished. ILet sacial reforms
go on apace, but we incline strongly to the gpinion
that the secret of promoting the prosperity of the mass
1s in political rather than social reform; or in other
words, that social improvement must follow those
changes which political justice demands.

The Congregational Union, meeting about the same
time as the Presbyterian Assembly, pessed a resolution
unanimously in favor of the existing secular system
of education. The Rev. Mr. Treadwell must have
been unconscious of the fa¢t when he spoke
as follows:— “ They did not owe the secular
“ system of education to the churches. They
tiknew that the Roman Catholic Church insisted
“ ypon the children of her communion being taught her
“own special belief.  There was a grand unity running
“through the diversities of the wvarious religious
 denominations, and there could be no difficulty, iw

“ consequence of that unity, in the matter of religious
“ education. He believed the existing secular system
““wvas 2 concession to the Freethinkers, It was to
“that seftion of the community that the secular
“ Education AQ had been thrown as a sop by the
“Government of the land.” This rapprochement of
Liostile communions is apparently due to the action of
the Freecthinkers, who seem to have created a feeling
of alarm in the breasts of the doughty lieutenants of the
Lord of Hosts. The ‘“unity” however is not yet
complete : one seét holds aloof, while the Catholics
haughtily reject the alliance except on  ierms
humiliating to the sons of the Reformation. The Rev.
Mr. Calder, anocther Presbyterian Minister, assumed a
reassuring tone, remarking ;— He did not believe that
“statesmen, lcoking at the thing merely from the
“standpoint of a politician, would for a moment put
“the avowed Freethinkers of this colony against the
“ combined influence of the chiurches, werethe churches
“at all united among themselves,” There is a fine
touch of political philosophy in the way the power of
the majority is here invoked. Politicians depend on
the breath of the majority we know, and if the
Education A¢t had no more friends than evowed
Freethinkers, it would not long remain free, secular, and
compulsory. The szlvation of the system may be
found after all in the fadt, that the * united churches '’
arc not the equivalent of a majority of the adult males
of the coleny, and that the Frecthinkers are more
numerous than statistics show them to be.

The Rev. Mr. Fraser at the same meeting soared in
the region of antithesis and syllogism. “ He was an
“advocate (he said) of a compulsory system of
‘ ecducation, but not of a free system. He did not
“think a free system was at all a corollary of a
“ compulsory system. The State compelled a man to
Y see that his child was fed—it did not feed it; to see
« that the child was properly clothed—it did not clothe
“it; so that free education was by no means a
“necessary consequence of a compulsory system.”
The style is wonderfully conclusive. It is simply not
true that the State acknowledges or discharges any such
responsibility as fo see that children are properly fed
and clothed. The theory is purely socialistic. The
following syliogistic argunient is mof from Thomas
Aquinas, but is evidently Mr, IFraser’s own :— It was
“the duty of the State to provide for the moral and
¢intellectual training of its subje@ts, The basis of
¢ all government was good citizenship, the basis of good
“ citizenship was morality, and the basis of morality
“was the nature of God. The State that did not
“instruét its people in the nature of God could not
“imbue them with sound morality, and therefore it cut
“away the basis of good citizenship, and destroyed the
s“end [the beginning ?] of its existence.! If aXf
government is founded on good citizenship and the
nature of God, how is it we have bad governments?
Does it arise from bad instruction 2 Then who are to
give the good instruction? The priests? Of course
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they have agreed among themselves about the nature
of God, whose picture is wonderfully drawn in their
sacred boole as the being who slaughtered nations, men
women and children, and prepared a
of the majority of his creatures! The doétrine is
Romish; the system a theocracy; the priests the
slatesmen who. by defining the nature of God determine
the ultimate action of government, Is this what
the Presbyterian Chureh wishes to attain?  ‘Fhe
“ churches ™ may all find unity and refuge in Rome at
last.

hell for the souls

Mr Chaniry Ilarris,
Zealand Thnes,

the proprictor the ‘New
has lately been giving a scries of
lectures upon Spiritualisny, in the course of which he
3s reported to hiave said @ that any doctrine, no matter
“what its Deliefs and tenets might be, was to Le
“respected if it struck a blow at the evils of tlie day.
“{Applause) e did aot include freethought among
“the reforms of the present time, because he did not
“consider that its followers had any scttled objects ;
“they were standing aloof”  From what follows in
the report it scems that JMr Harris thinks frecthought
is too purely negative in its ains, and that to remedy

this defect Freethinkers ought to embrace spiritualism, |

The reply to this is that to remove error is the first
operation required to enable truth to take its place.  If
you want grass to grow you must get rid of the fern,
Tomany people any destructive process is unpleasant,
and In matters affedting the and Ingher
sentiments, extremely painful,  To an Alchemist who
had spent his life searching for the philosopher's stene
which was to transmute all base metals into gold,

feclings

and
with that and other cognate objects in view, had
diligently studied the writings of the great Ilermes
Trismegistus, Gebor,
and extremely

and a host of other pious learned
unintelligible  authors, the dawn of
chemistry in the seventeenth century must have looked
like the beginning of a terrible conflagration which
threatened to burn up all that he cousidercd most
valuable.

“ogettled They dou't even profess to scarch

These chemists, e might have said, linve no
objects.”

for the philosopher’s stone, the clixiv of life, or the
universal solvent, and instead of trying to “eateh the
{lying Lird,” and unite it to the “red eagle,”
content simply to " interrogate nature ™
her replies without dictating her answers,

they are
and tolisten Lo

Yetsomehow
the Alchemy which premised much has performed
nothing, while the Chemistry which promised nothing
has performed much.  Theolocy and its allies are more
nearly akin to Ale chiemy than might be suspected at first
sight, and Freethought and Chemistry, as representing

scicntific method, are as closely related to cach other,

Rev. [0 5 Dlack, a prominent erthodox minister of
Montreal, 1t a recent discourse 1 ) at city, as reported
inthe <Montreal Witness,” Ju reply to the question, Why
has the Churclh never taken the lead in great nioral
movementsin their infancy ? said:——« The Chureh was
a hingebodye, mnd as sueh moved slowly. By the very
Inid o preserve  the peace
within her own Lorders, and to do no injuty to the

“necessity upen Ler

¢ consciences of her mambers, a new moral mevement
“must be well under before the Churceh, with
“united and harmonious front, could join in the grand

way

“Inarch of progress,

The Church, teo, was an aged
bady, and as such was inclined to be conservative,
“and wag a censor, and not a caterer,

Again, -
“the Churcl'’s true work was not so much to inculcate |

‘ particular items in moral reform as to inculcate the
‘principles which lie at the root of all rzforms. In
“this respect the Church was not a knight-errant,
“running 2 tilt at particular abuses, but a sage teacher
‘“of those things which lead to sound moral life. Al
i meml movement, too, had a sccial or political
“environment or both ; and it was only right that cvery
“innovation should reach an assured vital ity before it
‘was accepted., The churely, in every age,
“lms enough to do in enforcing moral truths dbout
“luch all agree, instcad of clnmptomnrr those things
“which arc undergoing a probation.

Ske was not the
‘“motive power in the engine of social progress.  Gaod
‘is the living fire, and His Church is the controlling
# balance-wheel.”  This description of ¢ The Church™
might have procceded from onc of the most pronounced
opponents of ccclesiasticism, the light of
history, it means thal religious organisations have clung
to error—enforcing their mandates by neans of all the
secular and spiritual authority within their reach—until
the discoveries of Science rendered it unsafe to continue
i their particular course,  The adruission that © it was
“only right that every innovation should reach an
“assured vitality before 1t was accepted,”
fatal to “ The Church.”  Vor when a moral truth has
once attained “an assured vitality,” it cannot matter
whether * an aged body,” conservative and censorious,
accepts itor not.  Equall

Read by

is logically

ystultifying is the statement
that “ The Church, in every age, has enourh 1o do in
“enforcing moral truths about which all agree, instead
“of championing those things which are uundergoing a
“ probation.”
enforcing,

Truths about which all agree need no
And
for recognition which
require championing in the interesis of humanity,
Religions

have )L, reached *an assured vitality)

tis just those truths strugeling

corporations  are their
Tlow

ol

represented by
in their true light.
uuch inferior are they morally 1o
philosophy of Ancient Grecoe

apologist  uniutentionally

the schools

The complaint that Frecthought stands aloof from
Spiritnalisim, is only another way of saving, that as a
rule Trrecthinkers excrcise due scientilic caution, and
that finding from experience how prone the bulk of
mankind arc lo accept any theory that accords with

thetr prejudices and persoval interests, they are not
Prepated 1o give credence cither to the theory of
Spiritualism or to its evidence quite so readily as its

advocates wish,  Ilaving ahandoned one superstition

on grounds of {act and reason, they are not prepared to
adopt whatlooks so suspicionsly likeanother superstition
without very good reason and williout Leing perfecily
sure of the fndts. So far the reasoning of “spiritists,”

as the Nev, J. Bavin prefors to eall Lhun, 15 like his own,
of the theological type, which giving free range lo what
professor Tyndall calls the “ mytlislogic imagination ™
requires a mere atom of fadt to support a huge edifice
of fancy.  The Bilde recommises o whole host of spiritual
existences and denocunces unlawful dealings with them,
therefore the fadts of * spintism” must be admitted,
and being admitted they prove the truth of the Gible !
This 1s reasoning in a remarkably small cirele, but then
people don't want logical fallacies exposed when to hold
them is both picasant and profitable.  © \What shall a
“man givein exchange for his soul 2 Lo get truth only
—scems Lo many a bad bargain,
write superficial twaddle about “the uncomfortable
and “foolish creed of Mr. Bradlaugh,” and to quote
nenscuse from a book called @ Isis Unveiled  in support

It is so much easier to
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of the immortality, not only of men but of animals, than | c;‘ ol 01 ’
to study the historical and scientific principles involved Jil%.’lug QJUJ[PS‘

in what is in itself a matier of fact, and one as to which
I'recthought
has not the slizhtest objedtion to a.cepting the doctrine
of immortality or any other dodtrine if true, Lut it
strongly obicdts to take a bascless phantasy for a solid

fact.

our belicfourhtto depend ontheevidence,

The Frecthought Conference at Duncdin has held its

first mecting, when the lines of a Federal Union of

O
the Treethought Associations of New Zealand were
laid down. A Censtitution in outline was adopted by
the Conference, and it remains for the different
Asseciations to ratify what has been done by passing
resolutions accordance with the <clause which
provides for affiliation. The Conference neither did
too little nor too much. The basis of Union has been
provided ; the Constitution is comprehensive enough to
which the
conscnsus of opinien among the Associations may

n

allow for expansion in any direction
herealter determine ; and Freethinkers may at last
realise the fact that they can speak, protest, and appeal
in unison on all questions of national interest. The
Cenference rceogniscd that the constitution must
contain the elenrent of growih and devclopment, and
was carcful not to hamper in any way the adiion of
tuture conferences. It to give small
Associations cqual voting power with large, thus fo
ercourage the formation of Socictics in small centres
of population, and to preserve the feeling of equality.
The privilege conceded might of course be abused, but

Wwas  wise

it will not: and it is one ef the first principles of .

foderation that the rights of the weakest menber as of
the strongest are maintained inviolate. Tt may be said
that the objects of the Union arve not important or
urgent encugh to have called for the orgamsation.
Yhe defence of liberty, the abolition of improper
privileges, relivious or political, the promotion of social
weil-being. and the elevation of Humanity, may not be
ends of great importance in the eyves of practical people
whose gospel is the ten per cents; but to Freethinkuers
they are the only ends worthy of the highest moral
elfort, constituting an ideal which may enlist the
enthusiasm and the energics of the best and wisest. The
Frecthought Federal Union will have plenty of work to
do in a wide sphere, and if it be animated by the true
spirit of its mission ils voice will not be unheard or
pewerless in matters of legislation and government, n
social and political progress.

Suliering becomes beautiful, when anyone bears great
calamities with cheerfulness, not through insensibility,
but through greatness of mind.—ARrISTOTLE.

« ven at this day, and in Europe, ask any of the
vulgar why he believes inan Onmipotent Creator of the
world, he will never mention the beauty of final causes,
of which he is wholly fgnerant; he will not hold cut
his hand and bid you contemplate the suppleness and
variety of joints in lus fingers, their bending all ene way,
the counterpoise which they receive from: the thamb,
the softness and fleshy parts of the inside of the hand,
with all the other eircumsiances which render that
member it for the use to which it was destined.  To
these he has been long accustemed; and he beholds
them with listlessness and unconcern.
of the sudden and unexpedted death of such-a-one; the
fall and bruise of such another; the excessive drought
of this season ; the cold and rains of another, These
hic ascribes to the immediate operation of Providence |
and such events as, with good reasoners, arc the ch_icf
difficulties in admitting a Supreme Intelligence, are with
him the sole arguments for it."—HUME.

He will tell you

|

Ar, William Prait, President of the Cliristchurch
Treethonzht Association, left during the month on a
visit to the mother country.  Defore leaving, Mr. Pratt
was entertained by his friends. The good wishes of
the Freethought party tlwoughout the colony will
accompany our stout champion wherever he may be,

The New Itncland Frecthinkers' Convention met on
the 27th, 28th, and 2gth of January at the Paine Hall
in Boston. The addresses were interesting, covering a
great variety of subjects, and the prececdings were
worthy of the memorable event they celebrated—the
birth-day of Thomas FPaine,

Archdeacon Butt has wntten to the * Marlborough
Express’ denouncing 2 Tishing Excursion that took
place on Sunday. The Archdeacon says #The
Sabbath was instituted by the Creator of the world and
obscrved in patriarchal fimes ; again enjoined on Mount
Sinai as onc of the ten Commandments of God, which
form the basis of all morality.” This historical gem
was placed in the crucible by two correspondents, with
the result that the Jewish Sabbath was shown not to
have taken place on Sunday ! The moral is that the
practice of the piscatorial art on Sunday might proceed
undisturbed from the thunder of Mount Sinal,

AMr. Bradlaungh has published a manifesto of his
attiture as a Frecthinker in polities, in which, referring
to a hostile discussion in I'rance some four years ago
over his eriticism of the adtion of the French
Government towards the Clerical Orders, he says:— It
was urged and quite truly, that the Roman Catholic
Church throughout its whele history had been the
never-ceasing persecutor andoppressor of all aspirations
for human liberty. XMy answer still was and 1s;,—* we
should fight with the pen, the press, the tongue, the
school; not the gaol or the officer of the law,” I we
caniot win with reason, I will not try to win with
force.” The school of Edgar Quinet prefers to use the
Church's own weapons in warnng with the Church.
Mr. Bradlaugh's dodtrine from an English standpoint
15 incontrovertible.  The French Kepublic would
prevent the viper from using its fangs, by drawing
them.

A lively correspondence between the editor of the
¢ Otago Daily Tnoes” and a number of correspondents
ou the one side, and 3r. Stout on the other, has recently
taken place, The editor aspersed the characters of
Mr, Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant, and Mr. Stout rejoined.
At length after several passages of arms the editor
became silent and obsequious,  The following picce of
summing up in one of Mr. Stout’s letters indicates the .
charadter of the controversy :—* And now as to the
charges against Mrs. Besant and Mr Bradlaugh, 1
confess I am amused at your audacity—to use no other
word.  You stated that Mrs. Besant and Mr, Bradlaugh
obtained 'notoricty " by publishing an funmentionable
work.,” I challenged this statement. You said the
work encouraged prostitution and denounced marriage.
1 denied that, and challenged you to the proof, and you
reply by quoting * The Elements of Social Science’ and
a statement by Mr Joseph Barker. Really, sir, this is
ignorance appalling in an editor. The following are
fadts :—1. Mr. Joseph Barker has not been co-editor
with Mr. Bradlaugh of the * National Reformer’ since
1801, If, then, the *notoriety ' was obtained before
that it is pretty old. z. There never was a Mr. S 5,
Holyoake co-editor with Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr Barker,
3. Mrs, DBesant and Mr. Bradlaugh never published the
 Fllements of Social Sclence.” 4. They published the
¢ IKnowlten Pamphlet,” which is not the same work.
5. They never obtained any ‘ notoriety’ by producing
or * publishing’ * The Ilements of Social Science.
6. Neither Mrs. Desant nor Mr. Dradlangh ever
approved of prostitution. And now, having shown
that vou have grossly hibelled an English lady, I feel
sure that you will act the manly part by at once and
unreservedly apologising to her for your untruthfu!
statements.”  Orthedoxy in this instance was unequal
to a manly part,
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Ivo has been lecturing in Napier, and has been
tempted to follow some of his opponents into the
correspondence colunmns of the Iocal press, where he
has had it all his own way. The club of Hercules is
Ivo's weapon.

Mr. William Cooper, on behalf of the Auckland
Rationalistic Association, has been doing battle with
one of thosc “funny” gentlemen who claim the
privilege of slandering all and sun-dry under the cap
and bells. The slanderer in question calls himsclf
o Zamiel,” and contributes a quantity of dull matter
weekly to the “Auckland Star.” The merit of Mr.
Cooper’s defence and attack is in the fact that he
administers the lash so cffectually as to make his
anonymous opponent drop his ¢ fun,” become {erribly
in earnest, and assume the attitude of one in mental
agony.

Aroguess,

The President of the Weedville Association, in a
private note, speaks in warm terms of the prospects of
the Association. The antagonism of the sects has
been roused, but he thinks they are powerless for
harm. The membership stood at thirty on the 5th of
March.

The Oamaru ¢ Mail® says: The proposal to found a
Frecethought Associatien in Qamaru, which was set
on foot on the occcasion of Mr Tarnie's lecture, is
taking definite form. The commitice have so far
progressed with their work that it has been decided to
invite Mr. and Mrs, Charles Dright to visit Oamaru at
an early date and deliver a lecture in the Public Hall,
(Since then Mr. Bright has delivered his address. ]

WOODVILLE IFREETHOUGHT ASSO.-
CIATION,

The Sceretary has furnished us with the following
report for the month of March:—

Woadville, March 22nd, 1885,

S, —S8ince last writing you we have had regular meetings on
Sundays, and although the attendance has not been very large it
has Leecn pretty earnest. We chese 230 pm. as the hour on
Sundays for our meetings, in order to give the orthodox clergy or
laity a chance of hearing us “infidels” and of discussion,
without interfering with their own services; but it kas all been in
vain, as, in spite of rumours of certain great mea coming to
dernolish us, they have refrained at the last moment, and those
that have come and listened to the papers that have been read,
when the Iresident has invited discussian, have remained quict, on
the principle, T suppose, that ' the least said is the soonest mended,”
Only one has had the courage te address us at all, and he, after
hearing the characters of some of the best men, according to the
Bible, criticised, very fearlessly and earnestly told us that what he
had heard only strengthened his belief in the Bisle and a personal
devil. Now, Mr. Editer, 1 had hepes of that man, provided he
attended our mectings regularly; but he came not since,

We have ordered a plano, and hope new (¢ have some pleasant
sacial meetings, and when any of the orthodox are stirred to
address us, will give them an open platform and discuss the
subject with them afterwards, but they certainly do not appear
anxlous to commence.

The following papers, &c., have 'been read :—March 2nd,
address by our President, entitled, " The past, present, and
future,” March gth, reading by Mr G. Hutchins, * What it is
blasphemy to deny ;" address by Alr. Harrison, " Loes the Iible
teach religion from a truthful point of view > March 1Gth,
reading by the Secretary, entitled, * False Claims.”

“Blue Pencil " keeps us in mind, and has forwarded o poodly
number of papers, books, and pamphlets during the month | also,
Mr, W, Geldsmith,of Waipawa; to Loth of whom we boyg 1o tender
our sincerest thanks.

Yours truly,
CHas, A, BEvax,
Hon. Secretary W. I A,
CANTERBURY I'RELUTHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

The Secretary sends us the following particulars of
this Association :—

Canterbury, Mareh 1gth. 1584,
Sik--mince the last report Mr Wm. Pratt has left for a trip
to Turape. Just before he left several sectiuns of our community
spontancously showed their appreciation of him as a citizen by
presents and good wishes., ) o
On Sunday, the 17th Lebruary, our sccend anniversary picnic
was held, and passed off very satisfactorily, both as regards
enjoynent and {inances.

The following subjects have Leen treated upon during the
month ;:—On z4th February, ¢ Mythology— Christmas legends and
Christmas facts.” (n and March, Colonel Ingersoll's ¢ Clergy
and Common Sense.” On gth March, last chapter from Henry
Ceorge's @ Progress and Poverty,” On 16th March, Mr George's
lecture in London on * Property in land.”

To give the orthodox party something better to do at next
general clection time than disturbing the present Education Act, I
recommend that an agitation be got up for taxing all places of
worship, This is not meant against the Congregationalists, who I
am pleased to say are with us on this question,

Occasionally a member who has been to Church comes to the
Mall afterwards and gives a résumé of the sermon, This keeps us
posted up in local Christian arguments.

T am often asked what I have to give in the place of Christianity.
My reply is: Supposing your nose was very red and badly inflamed
from smuff-taking, and T recommended yon to give up the bad
practice, although your father and grandfather snuffed. I would

recommend nothing in the place thereof, becanse, like Christianity,
nothing is wanted,

Yours, &e.,
I, C. Havrr,
Secretary Canterbury T, A,

NELSON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

This report was reccived just too late for insertion
In our previeus 1ssuc i—

Nelsen, 25th February, 1834,

Sir,—Since my last 3Mr. O, E, ITugo has kindly given us an
excellent lecture on Ivolution, of an hour and 2 halfs duration,
It was cxceedingly well delivered, and listened to with great
attention. Since this we have had lecturos by our ’resident—one
en ' Religious belief,” and one an © Trne DPriests, Prophets, and
Savicurs" —both exceedingly good, We have also had several aood
readings by various members,

T am very pleased to sav that at the clection of the Fducation
Committee cur President, Thos. Gilbert, Lisc)., was elected,
securing votes to the number of 135, being fourth on the list of
seven elected.  We have three Frecthinkers on the Committee,
ard should have had a fourth had not the voters felt too confident
of his return, He had previously been in ofice, and from his
ability and attention was considered sure of being re-elected,

The orthodox party during the month have broken a lance with
me through the Press, which has not acted quite so fairly as it
might, However, it has kept the cause before the pubiic, which is
a consideration,  Like most attempts at persccution, it has had a
beneficial result rather than the contrary,

he 8alvation Army is in full swing hove, The attendance, as
in other places, /s comprised principally of ¢hildren—youths and
gitls from twelve to sixtcen vears of agse—with a fow demented
wretched creatures.  The latter I sincerely fiope will be benefited
by their attendance. I way mention that their meetings are
crowded nightly and four times on Sundays,

I necd scarcely tell you the pleasure we all fcit at the return of
Mr. C. Bradlaugh a fourth time, and the disgust at the action of
other so-called Liberals in the House of Commons.  QOn sunday,
24t instant, one of our members, Mr, Leach, gave a reading, @ A
Christian view of the Bradiaugh case,” and the Uresident delivercd
“sketehes of his Life,” The following reselution was passed (—
" That this Association expresses its strong disapproval of the
continned exclusion of the four times electod junior member of
Northampton from the exercise of his Tarliamentary duties ; and
sincerely hopes that something will be done wherehy the {ree right
of constituencies in cholce of their representatives may no longer
be contemptuously ignored by an arbitrary and bigoted majority in
the House of Commons.”

I a4, &C.,
Epwarnp Praver,

Fon, Secretary Nelson FLA,

Mr. Player, Scerctary of the Nelson Frecthought
Association, has also favoured us with the following
items for the month just ended :(——

March, z4th,

Sie—Since my last communication I have nothing particularly
now to wrile, in conscquence of our Dresident Leing absent from
Nelson and my having to leave town for nearly a fortnight. ILast
evening we were highly entertained by the kindness of Mr. O, E,
Hugo giving us a lecture on “ Observasions on the Salvation
Army," The lecture was a very ablecne. Mr, Fluge threw much
dry humour into his discourse, and the lecture throughout was
most amusing, and listened to with much pleasure and attention.

During my absence from Nelson I visited Blenheim, and
interviewed many TFreethinkers on the subject of forming an
Association there, which I feel sure will be done at no very distant
date. T alsointerviewed Captain MacNeil, President of the Picton
Association, who tells me that althongh it does not Progress so
rapidly as they could wish, it is very firmly established. T consider
in so small a place as Picton, great credit’is due 1o the officers and
members.

I regret my last communication was too late. I had overlooked
that February was a short month,

Iam, &c,,
Epw, Praver,
Hlon. Secretary Nelson LA,
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WELLINGTON FREETIIOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

The Tollowing 1s Mr. Jardine's usual monthly report
of the domgs of the above Association for the past
month :(—

Wellington, March 24th, 18584

Ste,—Since my last report two lectures on spintualism have
Leen delivered in onr Tlall by Mr, . Chantry IIarris. At the first
lecture, delivered on the 231 ultimo, there were about xo0 people
present.  The lecturer stated that a close relationship existed
between evolution and spiritualism, and also that the force L‘Ilm\ﬂ
as modern spiritualism was the same force which was manifested
throughout 21l ages, and whiclh were known as mirncles. At the
seccond lecture, on the 2and instant, there was another large
aundicnce,  Ar, Harris remarked that, although spiritnalism was
ncarly forty years old, the spiritnalistic movement was remarkable
for ancoherency and a want of coalition amoeng iis supporters,
Those people who had cast off their ecclesiastical beliefs were
afraid to band together and investigate spirituahism, for fear that
they should introduce something worse ; and othcr_f—'. had rested,
quietly waiting for resulls. The lectarer culogised  the late
Professor Denton as a man of pure religion, whose life was passed
ia the elevation of lis species. ITealso said it was human patute
to cavil at great principles of reform; men and women would
always be fonnd who disagreed with them, and it was all the
better such was thie ease.  Mr. Flarris, in conclusion, urued those
who wished (o investizate the phenomena to avoid public
exhibition, and to develop domastic circles at home.  ie also
pointed out the benefits that wonld accrue if meetings were beld
once every weelk, to exchange experiences, and help and strengthen
the movement.  On the gth instant a well-known resident of
Wellingion, and a member of the Associntion, deliverad avery
able and interesting lecture in reply to  Tiche's ™ lecture of the
srd w'timo on ** Men as compared with animals,”  On the 13th
instant the sccoud sacial gathering of members took place, and
was an angualified success.  On Sundavevening, 1610 instant. onc
of the best leetures ever debiversd in the Association’s TIall,
subject, * The Nationalization of the Land,” was delivered by Mr,
Robertson, We sincerely hope that Mr. IRRobertson may be inducad
to favour us with ancther lecture on the same, or another, subject
at an early date.

The haif-yearly meeting of members takes place on the 26th
instant, when the undersigned will be reluctantly compelled,
through pressure of business, to resim the Secrelaryship.

Yours trulwv,
AT, Jawnixe, ITen, Sce,

AWANGANULD FREETHOUGIHT ASSOCIATION,

We reccived from the Secretary the following report
for the past month :—

Wanganni, AMarch 25th, 158,

Sir—Nothing has transpired in connection with our Associntion
this last month of very special inportance.  The Lyccum children,
howwever, deserve honowrable mention for the creditable manner in
which they sang at the mecting on Sunday, March z2nd.  Their
performance rellects great pralse on the conductor amd teachers of
the Lyceum, for it is no easy matter to bring about such satisfactory
resilis in connection with children,  On the same occasion a
recitation was very ably given by Master [ollow, one of the
T.vecewm children. Several athers, T bwlieve, arco preparing
regitatons of a similar character, which shows that the teachers
are doing thew best for the intellectual advancemeut of thoese under
their charge. 1 would strovgly impress upon parents who are
interestad in Precthonght, and the wellare of their childeen, to send
them to receive instruction at the Taceum on Sumdays, and § am
sure they will grow up betler, movally and mtelicctually, for the
instruction received. I know a strong prejudice exists in the
mindsof parents respecting freethought institutions,  This is natural
from thewr religions bringing up, and their want of kuowing what
is really taught.  Let them once find ont all abourt it, and the real
facts of the case will be shown, truth will be centrasted with
ervor, and our Lyceums swill become one of the most popular
mstitutions m oour midst,

Alr, Willis returned from attending the Thunedin Conference last
Saturday, and on Sundav gave us a very mteresting account of
what the Confercnce had decided upon doing, &e. Mr, Willis
expresses himself bighly pleased at his reception in the other
Island.

Some time next month we propose having an entertainment in
the way of a tea mecting and coucert; but uothing definite has
yet been decided. ’

Yours faithfully,
J. J. DuckreLr, Sceretary W.IT AL

EETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION FOR
WAVERLEY.

R

AT

We are indebted to a I'recthinker at Waverley for
the following items ;—
: Waverlay, Alarch 206th, 183,
S~ Knowing that you take an interest in the spread of
Freethought principles, 1 take the liherty of informing you that
active steps are beinyg taken for the formation of a Treethought
Assaciation here,  Sunday last was chosen for the first meeting,
but as the day proved very wet none but the town residents turned
out, conséquently the meeting was adjourned until Sunday nest,
when we anticipate a large attendance. —I aimn, &e.,
Freernisii,

i

Gems.

[APOTIIEGMS FIROM TIIE ESSAYS OF LOID ]B.{COS.]

Revenge triumphs over death; love slights ; lonor
aspiveth 4o it ; grief lieth to it ; fear preocenpictl it.

The virtne of Prosperity is temperance ; the virtus of
Adversily is fortitnde: which in morals is the most
heroieal virtue.

Cain's envy was the more vile and malignant towards Lis
brother Abel heeatse, when hiy sacrifice was bebter aceepted,
there was nobody o ook on,

Virtue is like precious odours, most fragrant when they
are jncensed or erushed 5 for prosperity doth best discover
vice, but adversity doth best discover virtue,

Clear and vound dealing is the honor of man’s natare,
and mixture of fulschood is like alloy in coin of zoldl and
silver, which may make the metal work the better, but it
erabaseth it.

AMen of noble bivth are noted to be envious towurds new
men when they rise. For the distance is altered : and it is
like a deceit of the eye that, when otliers come on, they
think themselves o Lack,

It was o netable ebservalion of a wise father and no losy
ingeniously confussed, that those which hieed and persuaded
pressure of conscicnee, were counmonly interested therein
theinselves for their own ends,

Dissimulation is but a faint kind of policy, or wisdom.
For it nsketh o strong wit and a strong heart to know when
to tel truth, and to do it Therefore 1t is the wenker sovt
of politiciuns thut are the greatest dissemhlors,

As for talkers, and fatile persons, they are cominonly
vain amd eredulous withal. Tor he that tulketh what le
knowetl, will also talle wliat Le knoweth net. Therefore
sot 1t down that an Labit of seerecy 4s both politic and moral,

Men have o foolish manner  (both parents,  and
sehoolmasters, and servants), in ereating and breeding an
cmnlation between brothars during childhood ; which miany
times sorteth to discord when they are men, and disturbeth
familics,

Cliaste women ave often proud and forward, as presuming
upon the wmerit of their chastity., It is one of the best
honds, Loth of chusiity and ebedience, in the wife, if she

thinks her hnshand wise ; whiell she never will do if she
find him jealous.

Let parvents choose betimes the vocations and  eourses
they mean their ehildren should take 5 for then they are
most exible,  And let them not too mnch apply themselves
to the disposition of their children, as thinking they will
tale best to that which they have most mind to.

Aoman that hath no virtue in himself ever envieth virtue
i others,  For en's minds will either feed upon their
own good, or upon other’s evil; and who wanteth the one
will prey upon the other; and whoso is out of Liope to attain
another’s virtue, will seck to eowie ub even Land by depressing
another’s fortune,

Lucretius the poct, when he belield the act of A gamemnon,
that could endure the sacvificing of lis own danghter,
excluimed t—Tartiwn veligio potuit suadere muolorum (to
deeds so dveadful conld religion prompt.)  What would Le
Lave said, if he Liad known of the massacre in France, or
the powder treason of England.

This is cortain, that & man that studieth revenge keeps
Lis own words green, which otherwise would Leal sud do
welll  Publie revenges ave for the wost part fortunate ; as
that for the death of Ciesar ; for the death of Pertinax ; for
the desth of Henvy the Third of France ; and many more,
Bat in private revenges it is not so, Nay rather, vindictive
persons have the life of witehes, who, as they aremischievous,
s0 eud they unfortunate— B,

Good temper, like a summer day, sheds a brightness
over everything. 1t is the sweetener of toil and the
s moother af disquiclude.—WasiincTon IrvING.

No one of my fellows can do that spccial work for
me which I have come into the world to de; he may do
a higher worl, but he cannot do my work, I canuot
hand my work over to him, any more than I can hand
over my responsibility or my guilt.—Ruskix,
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NEW ZEALAND FREETHOUGHT FLEDERAL !
UNION.
FIRST MELTING OF COUNCIL, 188

A Confercnce ol  delegates from  the various
Freethought Associations of New Zealand was held in
the City Council Chambers, Dunedin, on the 1oth,
r1th, and 12th of March,

Delegates from the following Associations were
present :—Duncdin, Auckland, Wellington, Wanganui,
Nelson, Picton, and Woodville. The Conference
held two sittings daily, and a great deal of important
business was transacted. It is a noteworthy point
that the meectings were held in the Chambers of the
City Council—probably the first time in the history of
the world when a body of 1recthinkers have been
allowed the gratuitous use of a State building,

The principal business transacted by the Conference
was the formation of a New Zealand Freethought
Federal Unilon; the framing of rules, and the
appointment of office-bearers for the proper government
of such Union; and the discussion and passing of
resolutions in connection with Frecthought,

The following is a resieane of the business transéied (—

NEW

ZUALAND FREETIIOUGIIT
UNTONXN.
President—Robert Steut, Llsq. {Dunedin); Vice-

President, Johu Ballance, Lsq. {(Wanganu); Ilon,

Secretary and Treasurer, T. Cheyne Farnie, Lsq.,

M.A, (Dunedin).

FIEDERAL

CONSTITUTION,

1. For the purposcs of mutnal support, the
Frecthought Associations of New Zealand do hereby
form themsclves into a Iederal Union,

2. The aflaus of the Union shall be managed Ly a
Council, which shall be called © The Council of the
New Zealand Freethought Federal Union,”

3- The Council shall censist of a President, Vice-
President, Houorary Vice-Dresidents, Scerclary and
Treasurer, and delegates from  cach Freethought
Asscciation of New Zealand.

4. Each Association belonging to the Union has
the right of electing an llonorary Vice-President of
the Council and two dclegates, to represent such
Assaciation in the Council.

POWERS OF COUNCIL.

5. The Council shall have the power—

() OF clecting annually o President, a Vice-
President, a Seeretary, and Treasurcr.

(2) Of determining the time and place of cach
annual meeting,

(3) Of deciding the amount to he contributed by
each Association for carrying on the Lusiness
of the Union,

(4) Of taking such steps as it may consider
necessary to advance the cause of frecthought,
and to give effect to the objects of the Union.

OBJECTS OF UNION.
G The objects of the Unien shall he—

(1) To render assistance to any Association or to
any individuals whose relizious or sociul
freedom is imperilied or infrineed.

(2) To watch the course of legislation in New
Zealand with the view of preventing the
passing ol any laws detrimental to individual
liberty,

(3) To take action in any dircction necessary for
the support and  dissemmination  of the
principles of frecthonglit,

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY TIHE COUNCIL.

(2) The Council would wrge on the I'recthought
Associations of New Zealand the need of heing
Incerporated, and of obtaining an Act of Purlinment
allowing voluntary associations some casy method of
securing incorporation,

(L) The Ceuncil ol the New Zealand Freethought
Federal Union begs o tender its sincere thanks to Sir
George Grey, K.C.1., and to those wembers of the

House of Representatives who supported his Bill, for
their efforts to abolish oaths, and hopes that during
the forthcoming session of Parliament the * Qaths
Abolition Bill ™ will be introduced and enacted,

tc.) In the opinion of this mecting of frecthinkers
m conference it is unwise, nnjust, and unconstitutional
to create in New Zealand what are termed crimes
against religion; and this meeting protests against the
passing of the clauses in the proposed ¢ cximinal code,”
which purpoert to create such crinies.

(h.) This mceting of the frecthinkers of New
Zealand in conference asseiibled desires to express is
sympathy with Mr Charles Bradlaugh, member of
Parliament for Northamypton, Iingland, in the arduons
strugele against bigotry and injustice in which he has
been for the past four years engaged; and it hopes
that cre long he may be completely trinmphant, thus
achieving o victory for freedom of conscicnce which
will be hailed with delight by Frecthinkers in all parts
of the world,

(c.) This public meeting s specially desirons of
holding out the hand of fellowship to” all lovers of
freedom 11 New Zealand, and hails with satisfaction

the commencement of orgauvisation in  behall of
frecthought, .

(£) In the opinion of this meeting it is unjust to
attempt to charge licence  fees for meclings of

frecthinkers, whether suchmectings besocial or literary;
and so long as the churches are exempt from rates,
frecthonght halls shoudd be placed in the same
position,

£} The next meeting of the Council of the New
Zealand Irecthought Federal Union shall be Leld at
Wellinglon during Easter week, 1833,

(h.} The Freethought Associations shall be asked to
contribute sixpence (5:d) per member per annum to the
funds of the Federal Tnion,

{1 The Council is of opinion that if the Associations
could unite to engage one or more ledturers to visit the
various centres of population, much good would result

o frecthought,

DINNILLR

The proceedings of the Conference were {erminated
by oo dinner at the Coifee PPalace, tendered by the
Duncdin I'reethonght Association to the delegates in
horour of the inauguration of the Treethought Federal
Union.  The DPresident, Mr R Stout, occupicd the
chair, AMr Charles Bright the viee-chair, and tlhere
were between fifty and sixty ladics and gentlemen
present. This 15, we bedieve, the first occuasion in
New Zealand inwhich the right of ladies to be present
at a public dinner has been admitted.
with Tewmperanee  prineiples,
seutiments  were  expressed,
osnceess to the IPederal Urnilon.”  Dr JooNDWag
responledt, Sentiments in favour of  The Press,”
“The Platforns,” and = The Ladies,” wore propuosed
and responded to by Messrs Charles Drieht, Dixon,
Rutherford, and Messrs Willis and Tarnie respectively.
Mrs Charles Iiright, in a pieasant speech, responded
or hehadl of the ladies.  The proceedings were
cidivenced by the prescuce of a small orchestra under
the leadership of Mr IParker, and by a few songs. The
night's amusement was brought to a close about 11
p-m. by the company singing * Auld Lang Syne,”

The Couincil meets at Wellington next year during
Laster weel.

The constitution and resolutions  passed by the
Council will, we understand, be submitted to the local
Associations, aud when replics have been received
therefrom the President and Sceretary of the Council
will, where necessary, tuke steps 1o have the objedls
citailed carried out,

In accordauce
mstead  of  loasts
The resident wished

PUBLIC MIELTING,

Ou the evening of the 11th March a public meeting
was hetd at the Town Halll M. Stout presided, and
delivered an cloquent address on ¢ Irecthought in
relation to the State”  Ile said the crime  of
blasphemy was unknown to the luw of the colony,
(uoling the following casc in point: * Ilitherlo there
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had been no such thing as blasphemy in New Zealand,
for the obwious reason that before there could be
blasphemy there must be some religion recognised by
the State. This was clear fram the caze of Regina v,
Gathercale, in which 3aron Alderson said @ ¢ The point
is whether there is only a libel on the whole Iloman
Church generally, or on Stouten nunncry. In the
former case the defendant is entitled to acquiltal. A
person may, without being liable to prosecution for it,
attack Judaism or Mormonism, or cven any soft of
the Chistian religion save the established religion of
the country ; and the ouly reason why the latter is in
a different sitvation from the others is because it s
the forur established by lote, and it 1s therelore a part of
the constitution of the country. in like manner, and
for the same reasons, any general attack on Christianity
15 the subject of a crimival proscention because
Christianity 1s the estabhshed rcligion of the country.”™”
In the criminal code introduced last session but held
over, there was a clause creating  the crime of
blasphemy.  [We pﬁnud the clause i the December
number of the Revisw.d  Alv. Stout concluded his
speech (to be publashul 1 our nexty by moving a
resolution, * That in the opinion of this mecting of
Freethinkers assembled it unwise,  unjust, and
unconstitutional to ercate what are tormed crimes
against relivion in New Zeadand, and this mecting
protests agaiust the blasphemy clnm%c i the plOpO‘iCd
criminal LO(IL which purports to creale such crimes.
The motion was seconded by Mr Rutherford, supported
Iy Mr L N. Watt, and carried unanimously.,

Ay Charles Bricght gave an address on < The
Fellowship of I'recthought throughout the \’\'orld,”
concluding by p[opoan o the following resolution :
«That this wecting of 17 recthinkers of New Zealand in
conlerence assembled desires to express its sympathy
with Charles Dradlaugh, member of Parliament for
Northampton, i the arducus struggle against higotry
and injustice in which he has been engaged for the
past four vears. and its hope that cre long he may be
completely triumphant, thus achieving a victery lor
frecdom of conscience which will be hailed with delight
by I'reethinkers in all parts of the world,” Mr Dickson
scconded the motion.  Mr I'arnie, speaking in support,
remarked that the majority of young men of his
acquaintance were Freethinkers, but they were not
members of the Association. Ile argued that if there
was any occasion to take part here i any such
struggle as was going on in England at the present
day, Urecthinkers in New Zealund would see the
necessity of Joining the organisation.  The resolution
was carned with enthusiasm.

Mr Willis, delevate from Waneanum, gave an
interesting address. In Wanganui they were surprised
that such a lovge city as Duncdin should only have one
I'reethought Associztion. There was a Lreethought
Association al Woodsille ¢, aud it was proposed to form
one at Palnierston North, and another at Patea. He
propasad, © That this mecting is specially desivous of
holding out the hand of fllowship to all lovers of
freedom in New Zealand, and hails with satisfaction
tlre commencement of an organisation on behalf of
freethought.,”  AMr. W, N, Merry seconded the motion,
which was carried.

On the motion of Mr. Low, a hearty vote of thanks
was accorded to the chairman.

Mr. C. Bright proposcd that a vote of thanks should
be passed to the City Council for the use of the Town
Fall,  Ie was aware that the request for the use of
the Hall had only been granted because the privilese
Lad been previously accorded to o religious body, and
in common justice the application of the Frecthinkers
could not be refused.  But still “common justice ™ to
freedom of thought was such an unusual thing that in
this instance the meeting should not allew it lo pass
withiout special recognition.

The (_,lmunmn remarked that the Council’s action
in this matter was a good omen for this colony—it
indicated that iu future there would be no such thing
as one religion heing recozuised as having one position
more thau ancther.

The vote of thanks having
Council, the meceting terminated.

15

been  passed 1o the

Science Fotes.

An Awerican Doctor recently made the experiment
of administering chloroform to a sleeping child whilst
hic extradted a picce of broken elass from its hand.,  So
successlul was the experiment that it is i ikely to become
popular in cases of small children, thus preventing
undue excitement.

Frofessor Tlower, in one of his leclures at the Royal
Institution, Inourrht before the popular mind the
conclusion at ‘\\th t the scientific has arrived, that the
whale is but a waler ungulate, or hoofed animal,
gradually adapted to aguatic ife. The hippopotamus
scemis lo represent  the intermediate  form.~—Dr.
AVELING.

Beth Langley and Edison have devised heatmeasures
so delicate, that a change of temperature quite unnoticed
by the ordinary thermometer, or far more delicate
thermo-pile, 1s veadily recorded. It has been suggested
to utilise the principle, by placing a proper apparatus
at the ship’s head, so that any sudden redudtion of
temperature  indicating  the necar approach of an
1wceherg, should give cut an antomatic sound warning,
or w sonic other way announce danger.

We are penetrating very deeply now-a-days into the
heart of things. We are solving even such problems

as the size of atoms, only a few vears back called
immeasurably small,  Sir William Thomson has shown
that the atoms of the air are at ]east as much as
vaonioms of a centimetre (about mgaiseps inch) in
diameter, and that in any lquid, transparent selid, or
S(.L,Il]lllf_’l} opaque solid, the mean distance between
the centres of coniiguous moelecules is less than the
s s And greater than the i ooy of @ centimetre,
Dur. Avevine,

The necessity of pure water {or cattle hasbeen much
discussed of late years., A well-known microscopist
after examining some farm yards recking with filth,
the liquid portion of which drained into some adjacent
ponds, says :—* [ examined numerous specimens of the
water of the farms, and also the milk of the cows, and
almost v 'mabl discovered in both the same species
of bacteria.' Il(, gocs on to say, that the wifeof a farm
labourer, suffelmrf from a low form of fever, was giving
ber child its natural nourishment, which uwnder the
microscope also shewed the same species of bacteria.

A great many 1ttampt<; 1ave been made at different
times, to utilise the sun's ravs for the production of heat.
Professor 12. 8, Morse of Massachusetts has devised a
means of warming and ventilating by means of the
solar rays ; it consists of a surface of slates, painted
black (so as to absorb as much heat as possible) fixed
in a frame;—this frame is placed vertically against the
wall ;) and in connedtion with it are flues to carry the
heated airto the interior of the building operated upen.
It is stated that a frame 8 fcet by 3 feet is found
sufficient to warm a room 20 feel long, except on dull
days; and that under favourable circumstances it
creates a rise of about 3o degrees during four or five
hours of the most sunshining portion of the day.

Iveryvone talks now-z-days of cther. DBut not
cveryone has a clear conception of its nature and
fundiions.  1r. Oliver Lodge, in his leCture on ether
agiven at the London Tnstitute, did good work. He
tanght the many thercin that which the philosophic
few have for some time past held—viz., that the simplest
conception of the material universe which has yet
occurred (o man is of one universal substance, perfectly
homogencous and centinuous and simple in stru@ure,
extending to the furthest Limits of space of which we
have any knowledge, existing equally everywhere, The
whirling pertions constitute what we call matter ; their
motion gives them rigidity, and of them our bodies and
all other material bodies with which we are acquainted
are bult up. One continuous substance filling all
space ; which can vibrate as light; which can be
sheared into positive and negative eleétricity ; which in
whirls constitutes matter ; and which transmits by
coutinuity, and not by impact, cvery adtion and readtion
of swhich matter is capable.  This is the modern view
of the ether and its fundlions,—DR. AVELING IN
¢ NaTonal REFORMER.
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FREETHOUGHT IN MELBOURNE,

The following letter from Alelbourne will be read
with interest ;:—

Sir,—Frecthought in Melbourne, I fear, is rather hehind what it
is in your lawd, judging by the records of Ty Review., We are,
however, progressing rapidly, and may take many nseful hints from
your example.  We in Melbourne are handicapped from not heing
suflieicntly orpanised and compact, and New Zealand has shown its
unity and progress by building a Freethought all, The hall that
our lectures are delivered in was previonsly a theatre, and the
Australasian Becular Association have leased it for a long term,
giving i the name of the Hall of Science. We have a building
fund, hewever, and Lhope soon to possess a hall of onr own. The
Seeular Association is numerically the largest Freethousht Society
in the Southern Hemisphere, though little over cightecn months old,
In addition to our oratory we hold veluntary concerts, or ¢ Sosjal
Mornings ¥ (as they avc oflicially ealled) every Sunday, and they
prove very successtul, financially and otherwise,  We have lately
started an execelleut Mutual Improvement Class in connection with
the A, 5. AL, which has about 50 mewbers, and prowises well.
Later still, a Sunday School has been instituted. The attendance
at this has doubled during the three weeks of its existence, so that
itis firmly established. 1t needs many hmprovements, however,
and as you have been so suceessful over your schools, you may be
able to give us some useful hints from your own expericnce.

Melbourne, as you are aware, has received a valuable acquisition
to its Freethionght ranks from the other side of the globe. M,
Juseph Bymes arrived here on February 10th on a twelvemonth's
fecturing engagement with tho A, % A aud lias opened his
campaiyn 2t the Hall of Seience. This gentlewan’s presence has
put new life into the eause in Melbourne. His popularity in
England is Lut his due, for he is alike gifted judged froma personal
or a professional standard. Mr. Fymes is net only “fadvanced
mentally, but alse physically, for his height is 6 feet 2} fnches of
eolid atheism, e pussesses an honest awd intellectual eountenance.
His lecturing style s blunt and easy. MHe makes ne display of
rhetorie, but by menns of o good command of langnage, ranging
from philesophic argnment to keen satire, he enchining the attention
of his andience.  His rich homor, brought oul iu o plain, howmdy
manner, always hits the mark, and renders his lectures ansivg
as well as instructive.  His range of subjects is a arge one,
he is not gnawing at the theological bone, he is unfolding the newest
discoveries in svience, or the beanties of literature ol philosoply,
In addition to his Sunday-evening lectures he delivers a scientific
one une nightin each week, e also intends to lecture in sulnban
and provineial districts on oiher nights of the weck, so that. he
sliows an  eneryy and defermination that should prove highly
Lencticial to Melbourne Seeulavism,

Tam sorvy to hear of the resignation of Mr. Draithwaite.  Still it
is but a natural vesult, for matter and spivit will no nwore mix than
will vit and water.  The pions ¢ Southern Cross,” ever veady to dos
menn action, devoted a leading article to the watter, and, hy means
of o careful selection of quotations, made the case appear very
diilerent to what it really is.  The tenor of the article was evidently
intended to cause the reader to think that the gentloman resiyning
was some atheistic champion who Lad found after years of god-denial
that his system was injurious o humanity, and that the wods must
Lo kept as a terror to ovildoers.  The trith is, of course, that M,
Braitlwnite has always believed in God and epirits, and naturally
encugh found that he could not travel comfortably in the s
harness as athelsts. The anly suvprising featnre of theallaiv, in my
opinion, is that he had not loug hefore found Lis resiziation
necessary. I oregret that sueh is the case, for T dislike to seo
belief in any way hindering fraternity ; but Nature will bave her
way. =T aw, &,

) 3W.OULAL
Melbonrne, March 17, 1854,

MWe hear that Ive has been winuing golden opinions
at Oamary, continuing to rapidly make to himsclf o

high  and  permancot place on the Irecthought
platforn,

MWhat we call miracles and wonders of art are not so
to him who created them ; for they were created by the
natural moveaments of his cwin wreat soul, Stitues,
paintings, churches, pocms, are but shadows of himscli,
— LoNGYELLOW,

The ILenden correspondent of the < Manchestor
Guardian  says:—gropos 1o the lae mpassionod
controversy over Shakespearc's relics, it may be worlls
while to note that cvidence has now come to lirht
which proves that the grave has not only been Elll’(l.“id}'
openced, but that the remains were scen and examined
by a gentleman al Stratford not NNy VIS siice
deccased.  Beyond question the skull wes at that Jato
period still i a perfect state, and the statement of My,
Hailiwell Phillips on this subject will requite serions
modification, not to say reversal, It may further he
noted that a curse similar to that insciibed on the tomb
has been found on various other towbs, andd that it
appears to have been a commen form of deprecating
removal {o a charuel house. ©

Whew

FRIENDSHIP, SCIENCE, ART.

A triple Liealth to Fricndship, Science, Art,
From heads and hands that own a commaen heart,
Tlach in its turn the others’ willing slave—

Toach inits scason strong to heal and save,
Friendship's blind service, in the hour of need,
Wines the pule face and lets the vietim blewd ;
Seience must stop to reason awd explain;

Art elaps its fingers on the streawing velin.

But Art's brief memory fails the haad ab last ;
Then Science Lifts the Humbeau of the past,
When botl their e:ual fnmortanee deplove,
When Lenrning sighs and skill can do no mere—
The tear of Iriendship pours its heaveuly balm,
Aud soothes the panyg o anodyne may calny,

Gliver Wendell Holines

NAMES OF FREETHINKERY IX THE CALENDAR
TOIL APRIL.

4, Priday—J. Talande, dicd, 1807,

5. Saturday—ITohbes, born, 1538,

. Monday —Ahner Knecland, born, 1741,

- Thursday—Austin Holyoake, diad, 1874
Sundey- GoJL Holvoake, Torn, 1817,
Woednesiny - Shalkespeare, Tran, 1567,
Thursday T Berguin, burned, 1330,

Friday G Lewes, o, 1517,
Satarday—Charles Robwr Darsin, died, 1882,
Mouday—Abeland, died. 1142,
Tuesduy- Kant, Lorn, 1724
Wednesday —Shakespeare. died, 1616,
Satnrday—David e, born, 1711,
Vo Smuday - Gibbon, born, 17375 Ralpl Waldy mergon,
(‘[;.Cd, Lis,
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Peuding foriber svvancenments, F.C [14]] Tisip., the Neerctry of
the Cliristehureh Frecthwuche A wocintion, has kinlly undertaken
to tuke clunge of and distiibute Une Presrneconr Leview in
Christehnrel,

Lhose willing to nudertalie the agency for places uot uameld are
renuestud to conmnunicate at once with e publishor.

TO ADVERTISERS,

PRI FREETHOUGHT BEVIEW oifirs spevind facilities to

Acdvertisers, as 16 has a lavge and ineraasing cirenlotion
throvgheut New Zealand,

TEEMS 1 =55 FELR INCIL FOR EACH ISSELTION.

Rpecial termy for Toug perieds,
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W

PUD LIS TN D,
PRICE —SIXDPLENCE,

KINGDOA OF ITHAVEN, OR TH® TEACHING Q5
JERUS CRITICISED By A Pnanisee,

e« Tma

Author of “Tletures we have seen of the Unlnown God,” and
#Jusus who s ealled Chiist,”

¢ This little worl deserves to be widely rend and pondered.-—
Tur FreEetmotreut Riview.,

On Sale by Mr. T Dwidthwaite, Dunedin ; My A, 1, Willis,
Wanganui ; and by tho Publisher, Auckland (Mlr AL Camphbell),
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DOOKS on Freethought, Spiritualism, Mesirerism, ]:’]}:’cnology,
Physiology, Uydropathy, Chromopathy, Social Bcience, and
advanced literature gencrally, imported and on sale by

W, II. TERRY,
« Jarbinger of Light ™ Office, 84 Tussell Strect,
MELBOURNL.
SEND TOR CATALOGUES.

WAL H. WLST,
I_I;\ll’\l)liESSER AND TOBACCONIST.

PATIIING  LROOME,

On Sale—Toys and Fancy Goods ; Fire-works and Fire-urms of all
Deserviptions,

At the old stand —BRIDGE ST., NELSOXN, NZ

Agent for Tz Frupraovenr Teview.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Zeeeived, from a valued contributor, “The Christian attle
el leld over,

Reeeived : - The
fTuvestizator)? )

1.8.—You ohjeet ta evganization.  Why du you net object to the
orsanic relation=hip of your brain, leart, Tuags, &e? A shovt
course of pliysivlugy wonld probably induce yon to change youy
winsd,

Beecived : “The Sunday at Home,” a religions wookly serinl
publizhed at Dunedin The tone is evangelival,

HLSW. - Thanks for paper.
great reasoner, and ¢ slaves-of-anti-Biblize ™ must silenee the
Irrecthinkers of Hokitika,

The Seerctwry of  the Wanganul  Freethought Ascociation
acknowledges the reeeipt of o Targe volume entitled * Bitde myths
and their Parallels in Heathen Mytholory,’ from our fricnd * Blue
Pencil,”

Libewal,” the ‘Iren Clud Age,’ and the

m Gy C'J) R
Ehe Freethought  Heview,

MATERIALISAL

It must be confessad that the crnde and superficial
materialism which was popularised by such writers as
Voltaire aud Baren I'Holbach (se-called), and i more
recent Umes by the author of the ** Vestiges of
Creation,” Dr. 1o, Buchuer, and others, has tended to
bring discredit upon a mode of concciving the universe
which, properly presented, 1s esseutially sound. I =ay
cssentially sound, in the scuse that o monistic theory
of the two worlds known to us as the unconscious and
the conscious, may be made perfectly self-consistent,
not in the sense that any cognition of *“things in
themselves 7 s, or can be, possibie to the human
mtelle@. As Mro G DL Lewes acutely remarks
his © Problams of Life and dMind 7—« To know things
“as they are lo us 1s all we need Lo know, all that
“ig possible to be known; a knowledge of the
¢ super-sensible—were 1t gained-—would, Ly the very
“iadt of coming under the conditions of knowledge,
“only be knowledge of its relations to us,—the
4 Lnowledge would  still be relative, phenomenal.”
In this respect, at least, those two great metaphysical
champions of orthodoxy, Sir William Hamilton and
Wy, dausel, are at one with AMr. T.ewes. Indeed,
Mr. Mansel prefixed the following quotation from Sir
William Hamilton's * Discussions on Philosophy " to
his celebrated  Damplon ledture, ¢ The Linits of
# Religious Thought 7 :—¢ Our whole knowledge ot
vind and  of matter is relative, condilioned—
“relatively conditioned.  Of things absolutely or in
¢ themselves, be they external, be they internal, we
“ know nothing, or know them ouly as incognisable,
# and become aware of their incomprehensible existence
“only as this is indiredlly and accidentally revealed to
“ogs, through certain qualities related to our facuities
“oof knowledge, and which qualities, again, we cannot
¢ think as uncondilioned, irrelative, existent in and of
¢ themselves.  All we know is therefore phenomenal—

The conclusion is worthy of a

|

|
|

“ phenomenal of the unknown.” I have premised this
nmuch because the opponents of modern materialism—
or, as 1 should prefer o call it, Mowsy, lo
avold misleading associatious—constanily speak of
matcerialism as 1if it was an attempt to explain the
universe in the ontolegical scnse, as to which all
materialists, who have really thought out the subject,
agree with Mr. Leslie Stephen, and « utterly disbelicve
*in any se-called ontology,” “ regarding it as a barren
“regien haunted by shadowy chimeras, mere spectres,
“which have not life enough in them even to be wrong,
“ nonentitics veiled under desterously woven masses of
“verbiage,”  What the ontologist atlempts 1sto* spin
“out of his own mind a demonstration ef the ultimate
“nature of things in general,” and fails, simply because
a demonsiration or an explanation can only mean a .
perception that some particular faét is included in
some more general or at least betier known fadt, and
the tolality of being cannot be referred to any lngher
generalisation than itself.  IFrom Kant to Hegel, the
whole history of the profoundest specnlative philosophy
ouly shows that *the greatest athilete cannot get off
“his own shadow.”

“A man is a sound reasoner when his thouglhts
“aceurately refledt the external world,” and this
imphes not only a logical mode of thinking, but getting
ric of tllusions due to an ecarlier slage of thought,
Metaphysics have heen useinl, 1o Berkley's phrase, so
far as they have laid the dust we have oursclves
raised, while bailding up the edifice of knowledge.
They have, toe, taughi us the limit of bur powers, and
perhaps strengthenad those powers themsclves, They
are the gemuastics of our youth, hut may well be
abandoned in our manbood {or labouars which, il less
avduous, are certainly more productive.  Apart, then,
from the dewain of the unknowable, a glauce at the
Listory of opmon teaches that very carly o the
evolution of thought, as My, Herbert Spencer has lately
rentinded us, the human imagination transferred its
own conscivusness to the external world, but considered
both material, Most of the ancient Greek philosoplhers
held o similar opinion, and so didd many of the carly
Christinn fridhevs. The idea that the thinking substance,
cr soul, was immaterial scems to have been  first
brought fnte prominence by Phito, aud was held by the
later [athers, and, through iristotle, by the Schoolmen,
amd s the common opinion now.  Along with this
opinion similar notions prevailed as to the nature of the
Gods or God, God and soul were and are afhliated
1deas, and have their common origin inconditions proper
to the ¢« theological stage ™ in the history of hranaty,
[t is no doubt possible to represent all exy zqence in
terms ol mind, as Berkley, Mill, aud many others,
have done, and then to clanw a reality for mind which
15 dented for malter, which is 1ndeed substantially the
position assumed by Indian plulosophy; but the
fatlacy involved in this conclusion was long ago exposed
by Tume, and 3r. Spencer has shown o his
« Psyvehology,” + that the thing primarily known, 1s not
“that a scnsation has been experienced, but that there
¢ exists an ouler object.” It 1s impossible to condense
the adnurable reasoning by which he establishes and
itlnstrates the doctrine of # Transfigured Realism,”
whiclh means, that lowever unlike our sensations
way be to the cause of them, they Aaze an external
cause ; that 1n short the “object of cognilion has an
“independent existence,”  We find, in fact, that just
as 2 legal opinon which is contrary to common scusc
is probably bad law, so a metaphysical opinion (such as
pure idealism), which is conirary to commmon sense, 15
probally bad metaphysics, and is certainly false
scicnce.  \We have then practically only 1o deal with
that world of matter and foree which science recognises
according to its actual rclations as known to us, and
heve we are al once met by the acknowledged fact that
within our experience mind never exists apart from
matter. Alorethan this, Geology teaches thatat a peried,
estimated by Sir William Thompson at not less than
100 million, or more than goo mullien years ago, our
wiobe had only suiticiently eooled down on its surface
to support life in ils lowest forms, and therelore we
may infer that somewhere about that period life and
possibly consciousness began to emerge from what we
call inorgauvic malter, DBut say the opponents of
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materialism, ¢ given the non-sentient atoms, how is
the sentient to be developed out of the non-sentient.”
To this I reply that we do not know, just as we do not
know how Uice non-senticnt is developed into
the sentient chicken ; but the fact is palpable m this
and in a vast number of analogous cascs, and similar
relations may exist in all cases. Prior toexpericnce we
have no more right to say ihat the conscious caunor be
evolved from the unconscious, than we have to say thut
water cannotbeproduced by thgc\p]o:mnoﬁ\\mmml e

gases. Newton, who is so constantly quoted as an
instancewherevastintellectual powerand groat seientilic
knowledge were combined \\uh unquestioning faith,
considercd that *we lkuow too little of Nature lorus to
“dare toaffirm that it tsumpossible for God to add thegiit
“of thought to any extended substance “whatever,”

orey
cag

In other words, Newton, like DPricstley, saw ne difficulty
in regarding mind in that relational aspect which

some miodern writers scem to consider unthinkable,
So far is this from being true that we can, as it were,
think away all particular modes of consclonsness, cven
such so-called “forms of thouzht ™ as time and space,
till we come to that hare fecling w hlch My, Spencer

describes as * a kind of shock” caused hy such
external vibrations as those which are translated in
consciousness as sound or light, This is nnt te

consider subjedt and oijedt i(lunical Lut invariably
connected, while botly are forms of the w momhtlonul
Leing common to thetwo, Butwhileadmitiingas fullyac
the mostorthedoxtheolegian coulddothat fromwhatever
point we start weralways mect with an nsoluble mystery
at last, just as all stlmnht roads lead to the ocean, still
while science stops enly because she can zo no further,
theology is always laving dewn some imaginary
boundary line and filling up the intervening space with
metaphysical conceptions which are nothing more than
the names of groups of senszations, which are then
dignified with the title of the soul or the = Ego,” and
regarded as an entity in which all the facultics of the
mind inhere. On this we arc teld that man cannot be
more conscious of his own personal existence than he
is of the existence of God, to whom s attvibuted a
personality which we know histovically is nothing mere
than a distorted image of mankind inits different phasn_:;
of civilisation, Among the Scmitic nations he was
worshipped as the god of races and nations, henee his
moral qualities, derived from seeial relations, Tecarne
more prominent among them than they did among the
Aryans, with whom he was alwayvs to a muach greater
extent the God of nature, till in cur day he las become
but little more than the nanie by which the uniform
course of nature is indicated. Tven those who i words
profess a DLeliel in a personal God and think with
Newton that an infinite, almightv, ctermal, crentive
being, is but a barren idea if he is not also reganicd
as “a master who had o estabiished  a
between himscll and  his  creuures,”
practically  act  on any such  belief where  its
verification is possible. v good Gad has made an
immortal =oul, and will confer infinite happiness upon
it—in their own case at any rate—if thoy exoreize slind
they are pleased to call “futh,” in maters which seen
rather to demand the most cavelnl investivation, but in
all matters where their opisions can be Lrought to the
test of expericnce these snme perennts wousld not even

renation
do 1ot

be suspected of Lolding such o f uth but for hele
assertion that they do heold it They cary on the
business of life (n Ll cnnitde: o Cauae

and cffedt never has Leen broken o

SHERA

broken. Providential ntericrence is abrnt the loaet
thing that anv but the wost gnovant of those who

accept any form of supcrnaturalism would admit of as
an L\p]an‘mou of events cecurring now, and the vonly
vaguely imagine that a Iong time ago, and in places a
long way off, ithe case was dl;lm‘cnt. Of this thore s
no prool whatever,  Gn the contrary, the whole conrse
of history is in complete accord with the eonclusions
of modern science, that all that has been, all that ix,
and all that will be, 15 only a devel opmoat of the
natural,  Iow copletely such a monistic theary of
the Cosmos cets rid of the moral difieultios inherent
in any theological scheme that can be propoundel],
will be shown on a [ulure cccasion.

ansponhtntr

QUESTIONS FOR CHRISTIANS,

THL I

Ta THE EDITOR

O SETIIGUGTIT TEVIEW,
Sir—In your March number appears twelve simple
for Christinns : simple in one sense, but extrencly difficult to
answer reasonably. I do not think anv Christiom, or believer in
the statements that these questions atiirm, will answer them in
v Journid. An agnostic will give his answer to them; as any
answer rom a beliover in the notions therein expressed will only
l J.‘ Uit bebever deeper into the mive, Personal duvils tempting
ondless ]‘ I}

questions

0 cpresonal destls tempting man,
L s ronsing Hon : I other nonsense,
are tin ntinns of dean i, ]*1\:1 coted noan age uf
vz Tl ]w(-.\pl* Livliets, rooatroctos, handed doswn
thiough thes=ot Al o] only g

¢osactad by tradition,

sulttary Dright reason appearing o sintervals protesting agai
siah fol'y o han fed down by the degraded s burmned, guillatined,
simprisonad fron v DA, Pon, el we arvive ar ao.

for v s expossl from ousands of ll})‘:
Yo Lowith conmmon —ia rar

a——bun L ;;w\d fruit.  Ilowever, 5;1i‘.1
A, and Dikely Lo remain sa Gl ecmmoan
wien the d ded i thedr turn,

2nn

as cveintion marches on, fail ont of siaht i bea ne of thoe
past. The beliofs Ly some, that these teolve questi tnrny, lead
thom into thisdilemar they say that (5 '(1 lemws fram Ltc.j 1ty
whatsnover coms o pass” Wa shall see that lge from

olze, o fore-ordinnion, bavae the sane

LB IR TRHS

wning, pestlonce, tortures of every r.mu‘l o,

e ipwrecsa, Intrricanas, temyposts, earthguakes,
,overmiing peverty, o sy, despaiv and denth—-ail
corae toopaas, and e dally with ase o This they say God

us also ho
tliis sufter:
crothey have

n .‘1. clum.“, ol thoy f
ing throneh
nunibs

Liows whn are to
o an endless hell
totted up, showing an
ttme, ar emplovmient of
nist dmowing that the
“lination of  God are
10 af all this misery !
uliy by making acdifference
it st this i an

e
g,

t‘“t\'h DUEANN LJ 7 U{
SVIIONVINGUA Lovmis, piresent -ty us the a
v Christians tryv to evade the dii:
Letwaon fore-knowlelze and fivea

tnpossibility, The Calvinists, althomng ol at Dby the nther

Chui n ot vigbt as t the lnseparabieness of the terms

AN fenl us to? That as Tle did net fireorlain all

i c-wnow it This deprives Him of an
d by betiovers s flim, WHL sumenne
feliver auoagnostic oat of a s
ance Lo | Dol God

P 1lenh HE
s FTe what we e ts
woud Gool? T He hos nod fore-
arow 102 T [Te 301 mot fereknow it

of toniscion b aseribed to Him: Ifdhisatod
HYE S ! Do e densed him? Aluy Le
Do as other @l cily exist in the imagination of
wiho docs not know, and is

EIRTY

the m[.il

15 denied 1w,
not

s Luineds, is
utly
I']U'.liil‘ Aiarcih,
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WHAT I'~~ QUK L‘I\'JL POSITION?

TIYE

TOOTHE BEDdrelr oF TRIE FREFETT

S AT duys agon ga-n"".a-m:m mum:w-l_\' v-r-:mc-vtcd with 1
Legishature of the eolony pointed ot tone that the Freetlinkers of
New Zealie b wounld Lo dois a0 ool srork for themsctves 17 they
agitatud Lo have the vivillizabilitios which they ore unler removed.
toranee exists even

.
L‘(‘

As nmeh wnoncsd Frecthinkers as to what
thesn diilities are, von woull be Jdoing o service to the
frecthou! b enuse by L.\hf,utwl LI Vel reiul 1 bave kuown a

JoPL who fs oaleo an ML T, fecture o witiess who declinad b
sawear heenase e was n wutumliw, and | "m\ lenwn o eitizen
snnnnol nn o Cnroier’s jury als=e leetared, sl ot allowed to
Tt Lo lh.mtu to swear, wd confesced to heine an
W.LL gy ctners Do net kuow o low naany we 1th T8,
cxvent, Frivthinlers e ontlowed, | am fuforned t]nt
s or to e oowore delinite fern, an athelst, 3s so mmch
anoonbiow that Iis preporty may be destroyeld, stolen, and
Bertbess withiin ancinedh of Lis life, amd #hintg with
Liwe e e coubil et wittiees fu the conviction ol ke porpetrntors. I
itorendy sor T had an Llen that o the mnter of leand protection
THOWer lei st fn the cold, but did not think they woere

Bimself
inthe strict letter of

s berell Lly ey ol s that lln throw some gl on this
suliject, 1] .mlm the Conference at Dunedin bas 1\11.011 tis matter
up. We sympatiise freoly with Mr Dradlaugl in Lis tedious

s for the vermoval of civil disabilities from Frectiiinkers in
i b hae leb us prove our senpathy by settine 1o work to
cxpunze frone the stad ule ook of New Zewhud the disalilitics,
what sthey nnay by owhich oudaw Precthinkers wre. ] Lo
soon to see these disabilities—articles of outlaw - plainly stated in
vonr v, Tothat carly t]ulul'tr'x ]n=1,1 ot for Eheir repeal
Prom cvery Frecthnught organisation inthese islads wiil be poured
into Paellunent, ol that there ‘«}mlllll T no desistance from
agitating, rewenstrating, and pettioning st the atheist has
Iinl secordel to b equal vivil rights with those of the Christian,
Anckland, Marel 1240, 1854, A CAMPBELL.

Stout has given ne opinten that the Bnslish law of
Tligphemy decs ot provail in the colony . See the account of the
Precidiouzhl Conferen-e in another colwnu, Atheists iu hie colony
weeateder o disabilities ws o witnesses. They can afirm whore they
consuicntiously ohject to take the outh, and their testinony must
Le recived.— 100, \

Mo
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Dr. Simnis says that a glass of water as hot as it can
be berne, drunk just before sitting down at table, will
cure the worst case of indigestion on carth,

Glonoin—mnitro-glycerine—is obtaining celebrity in
the honweopathic school as a remedy for headaches of
a certain character. The symploms covered by
CGlonein are  fuliness, tension, threbbing.”  The drug
is so powerful that it must be used only i infinitesimal
doses,  The dilution 6x is safe, speedy and cffectual,

T'or the dy %pcpuc, the gouly, the bilious and the
glycosuric individual {as well as the truly th cumatic, a
small  class), fruit stewed with an allka li, in the
proportion of as much bicarbonate of potash as will lie
upon a shilling te the pound of fruit when put in the
oven, will b(, found, says Dr. [ 3L Fothergill, Loth
palatable and permissible. Tt saves the gastric ’Lcuht\'
from the acctous fermentation of the sugar in the
dyspeptic, or with the glveosuric relieves him from the
excess of cane-sngar w 111( I disagrees with him. Where
there is distindt gout, not only 1s fruit stewed with an

alkali good and uuobjen.hon:lhle, but if it bhe prepared
wiLh the bicarbonate of potash, it is converted nlo a
therapeutic agent of no mean value; while the resultant
produdt is quile sweet enough for a paliate which has
outhved the “ sweet tooth ™ period. The whole matter
1s a simple one, yet it scems to contain much promise
for many persons.

In a sick room, especially if any delirium were present
we found it a2 great mistake to tread on tiptoces, or to
speak in \\']dspu's or to discuss the patient’s condition
astde with her friends.  We took care that our boots
cdid not creak, and that ouvr voices were never raised
above the natural pitel; in fadl, to be natural in voice
and manner in a patient's room should be the preat aim
of a nurse.  The continued sight of sickness and sorrow
is very apt to give anyenc who takes such things to
heart a sad, oppressed, concerned expression, and a
nurse should irem the beginning strugele against
allowing the face to talke on this look, or she will find
that by insensible decrees it will become permanent,
and s as good as a stimulant to sick people to see 4
bright, happy, helpful face, fresh from the outer world,
Sick people, too, arc quick to Jearn the changes in a
face, and 1if the pulse thermometer or some symptom,
perhaps, should denote a sudden change for the worse,
we had to he most careful in not lelting our faces be
surprized into making the bad news apparent, and il
wus generally 1)0\‘11[)1(_ to do this without deceit, for it
s a funb ¢ mistalie Lo le to a patient, even though he
should be delirious, and once a nurse makes this fatal
crror she ravely regains the confidence of the man she
has deceived, for 1t s a strange fadl that on recovering
from his delirium a paticnt frequently remembers and
never fails to resent the legends which have been teld
him in his time of w Lmdmmg. In delirtum, as in all
troublesome stages of Ulness, we always tried o be
reasenable as well ag firm, and it generally ended in
our having our own way with o patient, however
“contrary " he might have been at first, Bt in truth
our stock of paticnee was often almost exhausted before
this objet was attained.—THE ScieNcE axD ART OF
Nursing, vy Mrs, S, b, CarrFyx.

(Froa “WarNINGs To FlousenonLpers.')

ITow To Tarrovise a Bati—To wash the body from
head to feot every day is the one thing needful in
respect to abolution fer the pure sake of health.  So
savs D, Richardsou ; aud we need hardly say that we

cordially agree with him, believing, as we do, that
complete  daily  bodily  cleansing  is absolutely

indispensable to perfeét health, The process, adds
Dr. Richardson, may be carried ont as speedily as
possible.  Morcover, it may it carried out as cheaply
as passible, and all hygienic advantages may be the
same as if great expense had been incurred, A formal
bath is aclually not nccessary. A shallow tub, or
shallow metal batl, in which the bather can stand in
front of his washhand basin; a good large sponge, a
picce of plain soap, a large soft Turkish towel, and two

gallons of water arc quite sufficicnt
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all purposes of
health,  These small and useful baths are exceedingly
cheap, and are thus constructed : The centre or well of
the bath is about 12 in, in diamcter, and abeout g in.
deep. This cenire is swrrouinded by a broad brimfrom
7 in. to 10 1n. wide, which slopes towards the centre all
round. In this batl the ablutionist can stand and pour
as much water as would fill an ordinary ewer, He can
wash himself from head to foot without wetting the
floor, since the broad sloping margin of the bath catches
the water.

Taur Best Tz ror Takive 4 Bati—On this point
thereis considerable difference of opinion,  The general
iden is that the best and most convenient tiue for

taking o bath is just afler getling out of bed in the

morning ; and there can be no doubt that a cold bath
then dous act as an invigorating tonie to the system.
Dr. Richardson, houmu and other cminent authioritics
on hyglene maintain that this theory is incorrect, and
that if for any reason it be impossible to carry out
complete alilution twice a day, which is beyond question
the best plan, then general ablution is best just before
going to bed, ‘There is no pradtice, says Dr.
Richardson, ‘more objetionable than to go to hed
closely wrapped up in the dust and dirt that accumulate
on the surface of the body during the day ; nor 1s there
anything { know so cenducive to sound sleep as a tepid
douche just before getting into bed. 1 have many
tines known bad sleepers Lecome the best of slecpers
frem adeption of this simple rule.  If the body be well
sponged over before goine te bed, the morning abluticn
—tihiough it is still better to carry it out—nced not of
necc%ity be so general; the face, neck, chest, arms
and hands may h(’ melcly well sponged and washed at
the morning ablution.

Carrurs 1% Diprooas.—It is a mistake to have the
whole floor of a bedroom covered with a thick carpet;
1t o:'ly accumulates dit and dust, and renders the
room stully and close.  Strips of carpet laid along the
the sides of the bedstead, in front of the toilet table,
and wherever else they may be desirable, are far more
convenient and conducive to healtl, for they can at
any time, and the oftencr the better, be taken up and
well shaken without mueh trouble, The floor can
then be constantly scrubbed and kept clean and dry.
Perhaps a plan, which may commend itself to some
houscholders as more clivible, is to have a square of
carpet covermg the entire centre of the room, but

leaving a muargin of three feet or more all round the
the edge of the carpet and the
with

roony, between
wainseoat.  The floors may,
bees-waxed aud dry rubbcd.

be

advantage,

SYMPATHY WITH THE AVFLICTED.

Blest is the man whose generous heart
Teels all another’s pain ;
To whom the supplicating eye
Is never maksed in vain g
Whose breast expands with generous warmth,
A brother's woes to feel,
And bleeds in pity o’er the wound
e wants the power to heal,
He spreads his kind, supporting arms
To every child of grief;
His seeret bounty largely flows
And brings unasked relief.
To gentle oflices of fove
t{is fect ave never slow ;
He views, through mercy’s melting eye,
A brothier in a foe.

Mrs. Bu.- hadd,

The London ‘Lancet' notes a very Jmpmt'mt new
departure in medical science. Dr. de Watteville has
been appointed physician at St. Mary's Hospital to the
electro-therapeutic department.  In other words, the
most progressive and successful of the smaller London
Heospitals has, after a long struggle, elevated electricity
as a medical agent into the sphere of accepted and
acknowledged science. The experiments of Dr. de
Watteville with electricity were for a long time derided
by the medical faculty, but now he is accepted as one
of the highest authorities in all nervous diseases. He
Las been ten years in accomplishing this result,
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“OVER THLERE.”

THE MYTH AND TIIE REALITY.

“Tis truc, 'tis pity, and pity 'tis, 'tis trug,” but it isso
nevertheless, that the beautiful creations of the poct’s
brain are nearly always at variance with the teachings
of reason and of fact.” And yet in our daily intercourse
we may observe the constant influence of the poctic
craze on the lives and adtions of those who we night
suppose were beyond the pale of such influence.  How
little of poctry enters into the visible life of the English
agricultural labourer, or of any of the toilers of his class
in town or country. Nevertheless there are thousands
who fondly believe that « Therelis a land that is better
thanthis. . . . .7
“Wheve the poor man's as great

Though he hath no estate

As e that's o theusand a year,”

A delusion which the priests of all denominations have
studiously endeavoured to keep up, in order that those
on whom they preyed might be content to toil for the
drones and parasites of society. As long as the poor
can be persuaded to turn their eyes from the good
things of this life, in the carnest hope ofobtaining white
robes and golden harps 1 the  sweet by and bye,”
Priesteraft and Kingeraft may be tolerably safe. It
sounds so beautiful 1o sing :—

“0Ol, think of the home over these

By the side of the river of Huht,

Where the saints all immeoertal aud {aiv

Are robed in their garments of white.

Over there, over there, oh, think of the homes over therve.”
But when we turn our attention to the homes by the
side of somic otherrivers, of whose geographical position
we are rather miore certain, a “ bitter cry ™ goes up, the
shrill tones of which would erack the strings of all the
harps in every poct's heaven,

The civilised world has too long been turning its
attention to “ realms bevond the skies,” and negledting
the only true source of human happiness, viz—a
scientiflic knowledge of the laws of our being. The
results of theological teaching are patent to usall, and
“while we have been dreaming that the millenium was
coming,” we have slumbeved on the brittle crust of a
seething velcano. [t has been for many years my
firm opinien, that the vielent contrasts presented in
all the great centres of—so-called—civiiisation between
enorimous weaith and alject misery, would sconer or
later produce suchk an eruption in the sceialand pelitical
world, parallels to which might only be found in the
physical werld in the destruction of Herculancum
and Pompedl, or the recent disasters in the Stralis of
Sunda.  The persistent and self-sacrificing strugeles of
the Russian Nihilist, and thehorrible and indiscriminate
savagery of tie Irish Dypamitists, revolling as they
must be to the vast majority of Soclety, are preofs of
the fire that smoulders beneath the smiling surface of
modern life.  Not only in the old cities of Europe, but
in those also of the American Republic, is the gulph
between rich and peor growing wider,  # Land, labor,
and capital” arc doubtless the necessary elements of
material progress, but when land and capital are
arrayed against fubour, instead of working with it aud
ministering to its necessities, the result can be nothing
but evil; and the existence and development of that
cvilis daily beconnng more apparent.  Priesteralt and
superslition are closely allied with the murderous
crucltics of [enians, Land leaguers, Nihilists ¢f Jor
genws eimie. 14 1s the duty of TPreethinkers to do their
utmost in disseininating a krowledee of truth, and to
endeavor to guide the vast changes now going on, and
yet to be, by a ikl but firm iontelligence.  In the
mean-time we can

THINK 01" TiHE HOMES OVER THERE
00, think of the liomes in the street
At the hack of that mansion so bwight,
Where the children of misery meet
To skull in the darkness of niglhit,
1n that slum over there.
O, think of the homes over L |

Oh, think of the men over there,

0f the women and children who sol

In hunger, disease, and despair,

Who go forth but to beg or to rob
I'roam that street over there.

Ol think of the homes over there !

Oh, think of the peor aver there,

Those victims of squalor and gin

1low much of God’s love do they shave ?

Has Chrigt ever saved them from sin
In that st over there ?

Ol, think of the dens over there !

Avaunt ye false prophets, who rave

Of a powerful, merciful yod !

Iis hand is unable o save,

MHis altars are deluged with Lload -
Everywhere, over there.

Oh, think of his dupe over thiere !

From ignorance, sorrow, and erime
The poor and dewn-trodiden to save,
Bhall be the great work of our time
T Tyrany owns not a slave
Anywhere, over there.
Ob work for the poor ever there.
Lrraners J. Rar,
February 28th, 1854,

Aotes & Gueries,

ANSWTEIS,

FMERSON'S RELICIOUS OPINIONG

Ta reply to Query No. 8§ of Tur Lieview, Fmerson’s
religions opinions ave vather mystical, awd are contained
i few seb terms, We find L saying ¢ Mivacle comes to
the miraculous, not to the aritlunetician.” Co
“ Tmmortality will come to such as nve fit for it, nnd Le who
would be a great sonl in future wust be a great sonl vow,
It 15 & dostiine too great to vest on any fegend, that is, on
any man's exporience bat our own. Tt must Le proved, if
at all, from oar activity and designs, wlhich mply an
Interminable future for thete play” U 0 0 0« What
Is called veligion effeminates and demoralizes.  Sueh s vou
are the gods themselves could not lelp vou,” CoL
“Aud as furoas 1t 18 A question of fuet vespeeting the
government of the universe, Mavcus Antoninng summed
up the whole in o word—J¢ 45 pleosid 1o die G thera s
yods, ond sad o Hve i there be noie” oo
“ The religion which s to gnide and fultil the present and
coming ages, whatever else it wiust be, must be intellectual,
The seientific mind must have a fuith, which is Seience,
‘ There ure two things, said Mubemet, <which 1 ablior—
the learned in his nfidelities, and the fool in Lis devotions.’
Owr times ave hopatiens of Latll, wnd speelally of the last,
Lot us have nothing now whieli is not of Lis own evidenco,
Thete s suvely enough for the heart aud imagination in the
religion itselfe Let us pot he pesteved witl assertions and
half-trachs, with emotions and sl The ahove oxtracts
are from Emerson's CSELY 0l “\\'ol'slnilw,” and  they are
probably as eorreet o representotion of his 1‘e!ujgious
epinions as 1t is possible to obtain from ‘
Mysticisw does ot yield veadily to the ervstolizing proeess
wlhich produces creeds, thongh ereeds Lave been oxtracted
from the most unfavourable material.—L,

s works,

QUERIES.

Can any of your correspondents give u suceinet accorut of
the history wnl avtrittes of Nemoesis 7- 9.8,

Why is EI Maldi cealled “the fulse prephet™ Is lie
not a fullower of Mahomet 1— 8.5,

What position does scicnee oecupy with remard to the
idea of u pluvality of fnbabited woulds, and what are the
most recent authorities available ?

What is the present position of Durwin's Theory of
E'\‘olutlon—.h:wc nsore proofs been brought to light since
Lits delut_h with regard to missing Hoks, and who of all the
Darwinian  schieol treats of the subject in the
conclusive manner I—Fiar Ly,

most

Another impertant discovery conneéted with agri-
culturehas beenreported from France. Two well-kuo,
physiclogists, M. M. Chambrelent and Macssous, have
announced to the Paris Academy of Sciences, that they
have at length succeeded in recognising in the milk of
cowsaffected with inflammationofthe spleen, the bacillug
of that discase.  "They have further suceceded in their
experiments, in the reproduétion of this nlcro-organism
and in innoculating animals with it, N ’

C1OW 1
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A PHILOSOPITICAL FABLE.

“ Which things arc an allegory.”—IV Galatians 24 verse.

A very remarkable meeting of Locomorive EXGINES was
held jn the Engine house at Hast town on Sunday evening
last, which must bhe highly gratifying to “ spiritists,” as
proving that not only chairs and tables, but more complex
structures, are becoming eundowed with thought and the
power of giving it expression, but thisis a det:ul_, and our
object in giving a report of the proceedings i1s not to
substantiate such  well-known facts, buat to shoxy llo_w
conclusive were the arguments used on the occasion 1n
favor of the immortality of Locomotives,

The building, in which a considerable nuwber of
locomotives were assembled, was dimly lighted by one ol
lamp and the glow from the recently raked-out fires, while
the uncouth forms of the various funnels and steam-domes,
Lialf lost to view in the smoke-stuined roof, gave a weird
and solemn effect to the scenc. Amid the profonndest
silence an aged and much worn locomotive addressed the
assembly as follows :—* ¥riends and fellow engines, A
leng life on the rail has enabled nic to see many men and
a fow cities, and it hasg often occurred to me that we
locoinctives moving about as we do ought to assert oursclves
a little and not consider ourselves mere machines, like a
diitly or a lathe, or even a steam hammer, but that we are
in our degree living beings, like those fesble creatures we
call men who are at ouce ocur masters and our slaves!”
{Lowd whistles of approval, and in the excitement of the
mawent several engines blew off stean.)  ** Thinking thus,”
continned the locomotive, “ T was mucl strack by an appeal
made by the caplain of a large hody of Salvationists whom
I had taken down to Lear what Lie ealled * the truth,” e
assured  his  learers that what they thought was
the real world was a delusion, and that the real world in
which they would really live would on'y hegin for them
alter they were deud.  He was so ewrnest in urging this
that I thought he must have just come from the place he
described so vividly, and I was not a little disappointed when
T fownd he had enly read all this in o book, which book it
sccms was written in dead tongnes a long time ago by no
oue quite knows who, but that perhaps was of less
consequence than it scemed; as whatl took with hisaudience
was the pleasant prospect he offered them of exchanging a
Laed life for one of luxury and enjoyment. It is trne that
he declarved that if they did not helieve what lie told them,
though they would live again they would be tortured for
ever in a fieree five, but then belief was so casy that no man
ran the least risk of meeting with what must appear to
them so horrible a fate, so that practically they were quite
safe, and, as he said, supposing Le was wrong no harm was
doue, but supposing those who did not credit his assertions
were wrong ? What a terrible mistake they would find
they hud made if he proved to be vight! This argmment
seemed to convinee cveryonao, Now it appears to me that
we locomotives Lave just as much right to believe in o
fulure state as wen Lave, cspeeially as we are €old in a
Lbook—as credible as the Salvationists’—called Erewhon,
that mwachines Lad at one time arvived at such a pitel of
perfeetion that mankind became jealous of them, fearing to
become their slaves—as we know with gaod renson—aud so
put a stop to their development, and in fact kept our race
down, fsteam hisses and a few angry puffs from the
lacamotives) and what I say is we ought to use human logic
and assert our rights and assume our true position in the
world,  (Loud whistles of approval) For what arve the
fucts? T move, therefore 1 live. We all live, why then
sliould we not continue to live indefinitely, nay eternally?
We are told we are mere mechanism, but who tells ws?
Not the man who stokes us, not the man who oils onr
bearings, not the man who drives us. These all recognise
our vitality and speak of us as she.  We might prefer being
called Ze, but “she’ is hetter than 2. In short, these who
know us most intimately speak most respectfully of us. It
is the professional engineer who degrades us.  The man of
science! L Zafe men of science. Always prying, and
improving, and taking us to picces, and resolving us into
elements and atows and forces.  (Jive me the honest stoker
who knows what T am and if he ealls me *she’ means it

kindly. Away with selentific jurgon, the Salvationist is
right.  What we wish to be true 45 true.  We locomotives

are not what we seem, a merc complex contrivance for
converting heut into motion, that heut having itself been

motion derived from the sun.  On the contrary in each of
us is an ireisible locomotive, our real motive power, made by
the original locomotive—the old old one—whose children
we are, small and weak no doubt compared with him
but of essentinlly the same nature. Can it be thought
possible that he the great original souree of all Tocomotives,
the essence of locomotivity would suffer sucl: beautifal
picces of mechanism as we ave to beeowe stmply old iron ?
Perish the thonght, degrading to ourselves as to our maker.
No, depend npon it that what we wish to be will be.  We
may wear out or rust oub, be smashed in a eollision or be
shattered by an explesion, but that s nothing, The
invisible locomotive, our veal self, will continue its carcer
on invisible rails stretehing intoinfinite space, and only then
will our real tife begin when needing no coal or water we
shall be the embodiment of force divorced from matter !
How simple and eonsoling is this theory of our real nature
compared with that of the man of seience, who content witl
seeing what is, ignores what may be.  If proof is asked for
I say with my Salvationist eaptain, why ask for proof when
to scek for it can only canse painful doubts? Fnough that
what L say cannot be disproved. TFaith is all we need.
Like oil it makes all things work casily. \We locomotives
have, too, this advantage over man.  No fire will hiart na,
We nre used toib and like ik, Then too how useful is such
a belicf in ghis life.  ‘The greatest crinie a locomotive can
commit i to leave the metals ; and what locomotive will do
this when he believes in an infinite Jine of rails? For my
part nething but sucl w belief could keep me on the line
when T toil up an incline like the Wangachin hill, steep
enongl to buwst my hetler. 1t is all very well for a
locomotive which has just begun its work to pride itself upon
doing 1ts best Lecause €3t is its nature to,” but when one’s
pistons are wearing ont, and one's five-bars ave burning away,
one wants more encouragement to do one’s duty—and our
drivers well know what the dufy of an engine is—than mere
coal and water or even oil will supply. I am convinced
that whew the faith in the immortality of locomotives is
firmly estublished we shall be as exeet in the performance
of all that we ought to do as man himself. Railway
accidents will be ns unknown as erime among men, and for
similar reasons. A good Incomotive will no more take to
running down hill Leezuse it is easy and pleasunt than a
man takes to bad courses because they are. Having
tnvisible rails always before us we shall run straight on
those we see.  We shall in short follow the example of
nunkind snd being gnided by similar motives may at last
attain to similar perfection.”  Here n new locometive hoped
engines wouldw’s take to getting drunk and reeling about
“all over the shop ™ as Afs dviver had done on one occasion,
thereby nearly wrecking the train, but his remarks wers
considered irrelevant, and Le was guictly shunted into a
corner, after much putling from the majority of the
locomotives present.  There was vome discussion after this,
in which “ responsibility ” and the “freedom of the will”
and similar phrases were heard, but as no locomctive seamed
to know exactly what any one else meant, or even what he
meant himself, no particular result was arrived at, and shortly
after the meeting broke up and all was silence.

DOUBT.

You say, but with no touch of scorn,
Sweet-hearted, you whose light blue eyes
Avre tender over drowning flies,

You tell me doabt is devil-born,

I know not ; ono indeed T kney,
Tn many a subtle question versed,
Who touched a jarring lyre at first,
But ever strove to make it true.

Perplexed in faith, but pure in deeds,
At last he beat his music out,
There lives more faith in honest doubt,
Believe me, than in half the crecds.

He fought his doubts and gathered strengtl,
He wonld not inake his judgment Ilind,
Iic faced the spectres of the mind,

Aud laid them : thus he cane at length

To find a stronger faith his own,
And Power was with him in the night,
Which mwakes the darkness and the light,
And dwells not in the Hght alone,

Pennyaon.
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THE INSTRUCTRESS OI' NATIONS,

On Sunday Mareh 16th, with much cereinony wag laid
the foundation stone of 3t. Patrick’s Colleze, Wellington,
Bishop Redwood in his address used the following words:
—“History proclaimed Ler (the Roman Catholie Churel)
the instruectress of natlons—the ever wise and faitliful
friend, and fostermother of science, art, and literature.”

In the 4th century, Tlhieophilug, bishop of Alexandria,
destroyed and dispersed the grand old libravy of the Ptolenics,
containing the records of FKgyptian science and discovery ;
the mathematical and astronomical tables of the aneicnt
Chaldean astronomers—and the model of a steam engine
invented by Nero the mathematician move than 100 B.C.

In the 10th century Andalusia under the Moeors beecame
the pavadise of the world. There were to he found
magnificent palaces, and enchanting gardens—the streets
were paved and Lighted-—the honses warmed in Winter by
furnaces, and cooled in Bummer by perfumed air breught in
pipes from flower bedss They Lad baths, and libraries,
fountains of quicksilver and water,  Iler scats of learning
were crowded by men from 2Il parts of Europe, and Ler
Jewish bankevs, plivsiciuns, and merchants were renowned
as the leading intelleets of the world,

Torquemada, the confessor of Queen Tsabelln, induced her
to apply to the Pope for the establishment of the Spanish
Inquisition,  In the first year of its oprration A D, 1481,
over 2000 Jews, including many learned and seientific men,
were burnt in Andalusin

In A, 1502 was issued the promulgation against the
Moors—their colleges were broken up, the Kalipl's libvary
of 600,000 volumes, and 70 other libvaries in Andulusin,
were destroyed,  The frantic Zimenes alone burnt 80,000
volumes in the eity of Granada.

Grocnapny.—Eusebing and 8t Auvgustine bitterly
oppesed the belief in the sphrerieal form of the earth.  He
Angustine said that seripture speaks of nosuch descendants of
Adam as dwellers of the Antipodes.  Tn the THh century
I’ Ascoll was burned to death at the age of 70 for asserting
that the world was round,

In the 15th century a council of Dishops tvied by
theologieal argnment to dissunde Columbus from nulking
his famous voyage ; and aficr this voyage in 1403, the Pope
Alexander the VI laid down aline of demarcation upon the

cartl, as upon a flat dise,

Astrovovy.—In the 16th century Drune taught the
plurality of worlds ; in'the year A.D. 1600 he was Shurmed
to death.

In 1632 Galileo published his © Systems of the World 7
he was summoned before the Inquisition, forced on lis knees
with bis hand on the bible to cuvse the doctrine of the
maovement of the earth, and then imprisoned for ten years,

Creyistey  axp  Povsres—Tloszer  Bucon  advocated
experimental philosephy with wonderful snceess,—he more
than any other man of the widdle ages, pointed out those
fruitful paths of science, which have led to the most precious
inventions, awongst them, elocks, lenses; buwrning specula,
and telescopes were by him directly or indirectly piven to
the world, In AD. 1278 a Council of the Franceseau
order, assecrihled at Paris, condenmed his teachings.  Bacon
was Imprisoned for 14 yewrs, and at the age of 80 wus
released from prison only to die,

Axaroxy axp  dEpros Augustine  strongly
condemned dissection, and the*prying ““into the scerets of
the humun body, to learn the nature of disease, its seat, and
Low it may be enred”  In the 13th century Pope Innoeent
ITT forbade surgical operations by priests, deacons, and
subdeacons. Pope ITonorins forbade the study of medicine,
and in AT 1243 the Dominicans banished books of
medicine from their monasteries.

In the 16¢th century Andreas Vesaling, the great founder
of the modern science of anatomy, at the sarly age of 28
published to the world his discoveries.

The Church rose
in arms, and on the accession of Phillip TT of Spuin obtained
his condenmation, compe]linrr Liim to nndertuke a pilgrimage
to the Holy Tnnd in this voyage he was wreeked, and lost
to the world in ]ns prime,

And so on ad infinitum. Truly listery proclaims that
this Church has ever been: the “faithiul friend, and foster-
mother of sclence, art, and litevature " !

R,

LRELIGIOUS RETROSTIECT AND PROSPECT,

[By HeRLERT SPENCEDR,)
(e ded from gur Inst.)

Two factors must unite in prolcing theus.  There is the develop-
ment of these higher sentiments whiclh no lonser toleraie the
aseription of inferior sentitnents to a divinity ; aud there is the
intelleetual development which enuxes dissatisfaction with the crude
interpretations previously aceepted.  Of course in puinting ont the
effcets of these factors, I must nume some whih are familiar 5 but it
is needful to glance at these along with others.

The unnlt} of a YWijian god who, representeld as devouring the
souls of the dead, may be Rll]:l:(hul to intlict torture :hulzw the
proeess, is small (,Omlulul with the cruelty of a god wh o eondimma
men to tortures which arve ctornal ; anel the aseription of thiser uo]t\,
though habitual in ecelesiastioal formulas, ovensionally oceuring in
sermong, and still smnctimes pietorially illustrated, is hecoming so
intolerable to the Detter-nntured, that while some theologians
distinetly deny it, others quietly (hnp it out of tiele teachings,
Clearly, this change cannot cease until the beliefa in Lell and
damuation disappear,

I)l\[lpjrruu.um' of thent will be aided hy an inoreasing repngnance
to iujustice,  Lhe visiting on Adaw’s decendauts t.llUll[']l lundreds
of yenerations, drewdinl pumltma for a small transzression which
they did not conmdt @ the damning of all men who do not avail
themselves of an alleged mode of obtaining forgiveness, which mnst
men have never heard of 5 and the elfcoting a recouciliation by
sacrifice of eme who was perfectly inmovent ; are modes of action
which, ascribed to a human ruler, wonld eall forth expressions of
abhorrenee ; and the aseription of them to the Tltimate Cause of
thines, even now felt tobe full of difficullics, must heenme impessible.
Ro, too, must die out the helief that o Power present ininnamerable
worlls thron. slient infinite space, and who during willious of years
of the Earth's carlier exisience needed nolonoring h\ its inhahitauts,

shonld he seized with a wraving for px.mL i and having ereated man-
]\m(l should he angry with then if they do not pu]u.tlmlh tell Lim
how great he s AMen will hy and by refuse to imply o teait of
character which is the reverse of worshipful,

Rimilarly with the logieal incongruiticsmorennd more consplenous
to growing 1n tdh-'(nu over the familior  ditfieulties
tlmt \unnl*} of the mm lied divine traits ave in contrudiction with

the divine athvibutes otburwise nserihed. thata god whe repents of
what e has dene must be Licking either in power or in foresicht ;
t it I'I.lg :'lll:’(.l presupneses an goeurree '\\ll‘l h ll'l“, I‘)CL\H L()ll(l'fl]‘y
to intention, snd so Indicates defect of means ; we come to the
deeper dilienlvy thet sucl emotiong, i eonnuon with all eniotions,
can exist ouly na conselonsnoss which is limited, Lvery emotion
antecedent ddens, and antecedent fdens are Labitually
sipposel to coenr in Gl he s veprescuted as seeing sud hearing
s er the silier, antas Leing enotionully ailvered Shorehy. Thag
is torny, the coneeption of o divinity 10“(\-1111' these traits of
character, 1‘ULL"'LL'11Y continies an tll]ll])f auorphie ; not only o the
sense that the em (-m»l'\.m ribed are ke those of hamaa be iuw, Tt
(11~u i the gense that they form parts of a conscicuaness whicly, ke

the human consciousness; 15 formed of sneeesive states. Joul soch
n \(JIIL{‘JJL oi of the diviue congelonsness s breeenncilable bl with
the vnehangeableness otherwise allooed, and with the ommisciencs
uthorwize alleved, Tor o consviousness coustitntod of bleos and
feehings vaused by objeets and acenrrences, eannot Le simul Haneously
oseupind with ail oljects and o currences throwshout the universe,
To lulicve ina divine vonscionsness, neen wust refrain from thinking

Pussi B

Las its

what is meant by consciounsie utst stop sbort with verbal
Jrepostions 3 aml prepositions whicle they are deharrad from
rewtering into thezhts will more aml mew to =atl=fy them,

Of conrse ke ditiunltics prosent theniselves wlhan dhe will of Ged
s spokenof. Solong es we refrain from giving aodeiinite meaning
ta the word will, we iy say that it s posscssad by the Couse E,f
All ’Il.' ;oaa rendily dx we may =iy that love of appeoliation is

';11-1‘ wheno fram the wonls wo to the
1t~. Ill(\ staned for, we el that woe ean no wmere unite in
cengelousnd s the terms of the one propesith o than we can those
ot the other, Whoever vow elves any otlor will than his own,
must do so in terms of s own will, whicl v the sole will diver ily
kuown to limn—all other wills being only inferrad. But will ay
each ix vonscious of it, presupposes @ omotive o prompting desire of
somie kimd e absolute indiiference exclinies the vonception of will.
Muoreover will, as llll])n\ill" a prompling desive, comioles some cud
contemplated as one to Lie achiv \cd, Al ceases \\lt]l the achilevenient
of 1t some othier will, refurring to some other end, taking its I lace.
That is 1o say, will, like cmution, nwcesrurily ‘“lpuku i km‘rl, of
etates of conseioneneas, Tl e piinn of o ivine w il derived
from that of the hman will, juvolves like it loe .11'/.1t.<m in spaee
and tine s the willing of e T end, exelui g frum cons

s interval the wiliieg of ol el

paEs

tinsiess for
aml therefire hein: o Drcousistent
with that (»n:]liplufnt activity whivh \imh‘.m:‘(mwl\ worlis out au
intinity of cuds. 1t is the saone with the aser 1] tion of intelligence.
Not to dwell on the seviality amd Hioitathon iinplied as bvlme w

auy note thotb intelligence, aq alone conceeivahle l;) U, PUESUPHOSCs
existevces independent of b and oljective to it ]t s earied o
in terms of changes primarily w lullj_,] toont by alien activities—ihe
impressions generated by things beyvoud conscionsuess, and the ideas
derived from such impressions, To speak of an intelligence whicl
exists in the almenee of all s alien activities, is to use a
meaningless word.,  1f Lo the covollary that ﬂlL First Cause,

constlered 2 intelligent, st be eontinnally  ailecteld 1»\,
independent objeetive activ 1t1(\ it is yeplicd that these have heenie
sieh by act of creation, andwere previensly incloded in the it
Cange ; then the reply is that in sueh case the First Cause conld,

Tiefure thh creation, bave had nothing to generate in it such clianges
0y those Lonstltutm” what we call 111t(‘]h"(,nw, and must therefore
have heen uuint: Ilw[-nt at the thne when intelligence was most
called for. IMence it is elear that the intelligonee aserihe Jd, answery
i no respeet Lo that which we know by the nume, It is intelligence
out of which all the characters constituting it have vanished,
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These and other difficultics, some of whick are often discussed
but never disposed of, must force men hereafter to drop the higher
anthropomorphic characters given to the it Cause, as they have
loug since dropped the lower. The conception which has been
enlavging from the beginnimg must go on enlurging, uniil, by
disappearance of its limits, it heeomes a consclousness which
transcendy the forts of distinet thought, though it for ever remains
a eonsciousuess.

“But how can such a final consclonsness of the Unknowable,
thus tacitly alleged to be true, be reached by suceessivemodifications
of a conception which was utterly untrue ¥ The ghost-theory of the
savage is baseless.  The material deuble of a dead man inwhich he
believes, never hal any  existence, And if by gradual
de-materialisation of this double was produced the conueption of
the supernaturai agent in gencral—if the conception of a deity,
formed by the dropping of some human attributes  awd
transfignration of othiers, resulted from continuance of this process ;
is not the developed and purified conveption reached liy pushing tie
process to its limit, a fiction also 7 Surely if the primitive belief
was absolutely false, all derived heliefs must be absolutely false.”

This chjection lagks fatal; and it would be fatal were its premiss
valid, Unexpected as it will be to most readers, the answer here
1o be made s that at the outset a germ of truth was contained in
the primitive conception-—the trath, munely, that the power which
munifests itself in consciousness is but a differcntly-conditioned
form of the power which maunifests itself heyond conscicusness,

Fvery voluntary act yields to the primitive man, proof of a source
of energy within him. Not that he thinks abouf lis internal
c:xperic:iucs ; but in these experiences this notion lies latent,  When
producing wotion in his limbs, and through themn motion in other
things, he is aware of the accompanying fecling of ellort. And
this sense of effort which is the antecedent of chanyges divectly
poduced by hing, beeories the conveived antecedent of changes not
praduced by him---furnishes him with a term of thought by which
to represent the genesis of these objective changes. At first this
idea of museular foree as anteceding unusual events arcund lim,
carries with it the whole assembluge of assoclated ideas. e thinks
of the implied cffort as an effort exercised by a being wholly like
Limself. To course of time these doubles of the dead, supposed to
be workers of all but the mwost fumiliar ehanges, arc wodified 1
conception.  Besides becomiuy less grossly material, some of them
are developed into larger personalities presiding over elasses of
phenomena which belwy eomparatively regular in their order, foster
the idea of beings who, while far more powerful thau men, are less
variabile in their modes of action. So that the idea of force as
excreistd by such beings, comes to e less associated with the idea
of a human ghost.  Further advances, by which minor supernatural
agents becoine merged into one general agent, and by which
the personality of this general agent is rendeved vague while
beeoming widely extendud, tend still further to dissociate the
notion of oljective force from the force known as such in
cong isusness ; and the dissociabion reaches its extreme in the
thoughts of the man of scicnee, who interprets in tevius of foree nob
only the visible changes of sensible bodies, hut all physical changes
whatever, cven up to the nndulations of the ecthereal mediam.
Nevertheless, this force (be it force umder that statical form by
which matter vesists, or under that dynamieal form distinguished as
eucruy) is to the last thought of in ferms of that intermal energy
which lic iy conscious of oz muscular eliort.  Ileis compelled to
symbolise objective foree in terms of subjective furce from lack of
any other symbol.

See now the implieations.  That internal encrgy which in the
expericnces of the primitive man was always the immediate
anlecedent of changes wrought by him-—that cnergy whieli, when
interpreting external chauges, he thought of along with those
attributes of a huuan personality connected with it i himsdlf §is
the same energy whicly, freed from anthrepomorphic accompaniments
is now figured as the cause of all external phenomena. Fhe lust
stayoreachied is recognition of the truth that force as it exists
beyoend consciousness cannot be like what we know as force within
consvionsness ; amd that yet, as either is capable of generating the
other, they wass he ditferent modes of the same.  Conscquently, the
final outcome of that specalation commenced by the primitive man,
is that the Power manifested throughont the Universe, distingnished
as material, is the same power which in ourselves wells up nnder
the form of consclousness.

Tt is uutrue, then, that the foregoing argument proposes to evolve
a true belief from a belief which was wholly false.  Contrariwise,
the ultimate form of the religious cousciousnes is the final
development of a consclousness which at the outsct contained a
germ of truth obseured by maltitudinous creors,

Those who think that science is dissipating religions beliefs and
sentiments seem unaware that whatever of mystery s taken from
the old interpretation Is added to the new.  Or rather, we may say
that transference from the one te the other is accompanied by
inerease ; since, for an explanation which has a sceming feasibility,
it sulstiutes an explanation which, carryiug us back only a certain
digtance, there leaves us in the presence af the avowedly inexplicable.

Uuder one of its aspeets scientific progress is a gradual transfigur-
ation of Nuature, WWhere ordinary perfection saw pevfeet simplicity,
it reveals preat complexity ; where there seemed absolute inertness,
it discloses intense activity ; and in what appears mere vacancy it
finds a marvellous play of forees. Kach gencration of physicists
discovers in so-called ¢ rnte manner™ powers which but a few years
before thie most instructed physicists would have thought incredible;
ag instance the abilily of a wmerciron plate to take up the complicated
aerial vibrations produced by articulate speech, which, all translated
into multitwlinous and varied electric pulses, are re-translated a
thousand wiles off hy another iron plate, and again heard as
articulate speech,  When the explorer of Nature sees that quiescent
as they appear, surrounding solid bodies are thus sensitive to forees
which arc infinitesimal in their amounts --when the spectroscope
proves to hin that molecules on the Harth pulsate in harmony with
molecules in the stars—when there is forced on him the inference

that every point in space thrills with an infiniby of vibrations
passing thirough it i all divestions ; the conception te which he
tends §s nuieh Tess than that of & Universe of dead matter than
that of a Universe everywhere alive: alive if not in the -rcslrict:‘:l
seuse, yveb still in a general sense, h
. This transfiguration which the inquiries of physicists continuall
inerense, s auled by that other transticuration resulting fm:ﬁ
metaphysicul ingeiries. Sahjective anal comprels s to admit
thik ourscientilic interpretations of the phenomena whicl ol;jcct%
present, are expressed in terms of our own variotsly-combing!
sensations and ddeas —arve expressed, that is, in clements IJulrylx-'il;f'
to congciousness, which are but symbols of the somethine Lovond
conscionsness. Phongh analysis afterwards reinstatoy f)]ll’lcrl'ir{l)iti\'c
beliefs, to the estont of showinz that hehind every group ol
phenomenal mauilestations there is always a s whilh i'ltln‘
reality that remaing lixed amid appenrances which are \'1Lri:l])1t:" nt
we are showw that this sesns of reality is for ever ium:cesx‘ib,lé ';0
eonseiousness. And when, ence miore, we remember that the
activitics  constituting cons iousness,being :igoreusly bumuh-:l
cannot bring in among themselves the a‘:ti\'ﬁ;ics?)eyoud the bownis,
which therefore scem unconscious, though prodnction of (‘iL]‘]El' L; ‘
the other scoms to imply that they are of the swine essentinl :1;Ltnrc}'r
this necessity we are munder to think of the external energy in terms
of the Internul energy, gives rather a spil'itn.’zlist?a than a
materialistic aspect to the Universe : further thousht, however
obliging us to recoginise the truth that a conception in p,hunmucunl'
nmulf(.:sta.tlons ofthisultimateencrgy can inno wise show us whatit is,
While the beliefs to which analytic science thus leads nre sueh as
do ot destroy the objest-matter of religion, Lbut simply tl'{LllSl:lgTIll‘;;)

l‘t‘, suicnce 1111:!(:}'1&5 conercte funpq ({111;11'5;(35 the sphere for relisious
sentiment, From the very beginning the progress of knowlwduoe
E+ bl = o

has been accompanied by an inercasing capacity for wonder,  Amone
savages, the lowest are the least surprised when shown remarkable
EJI()n.i;l‘li't.S of civilised art: astenishing the traveller by their
indilference,  Awl so little of the marvellons do they perceive in
the grandest phenomena of Nature, that any inguiries concernine
them they regard as childish trifling. This contrast in mentsl
ig:‘:lrlilc .bet\:luetj the lu'\'x.'lcs)t ;lmm'em 11:&:‘11155:4“ :ajnd the higher Lnman

gs avound us, 1s paralleled by the centrasts among the grades of
these higher human beings themselves, 1t is not the rusbic, vor
the artizan, nor the trader, who sces something more than a ;m're
matter of vourse in the hatohing of a chick ; but it is the biologist
who, pushing to the uttermoest his analysis of vital ph(‘llumilln.l
reaches his greatest perplexity when o speck of protoplasm under
the microscope shows hiw life in its simplest form, sl makes hin
fel that however he formulntes its processes the actual play of forees
remains nmmagmable.  Neither in the ordinary towrist nor in the
decr-stalker clinbing the mountaing above him, dees a 11'14111'1,:1({
glen rouse ideas beyond those of sport or of the picturesnue ::}Jll‘t it
may, and often does, in the geologish.  Ue, observing that the
glacier-rounded rock Le sits on has lost by weathering but half an
il}cll of its surfoce since a time far more remote than tlie Beginnings
of human eivilisation, aml then trying to conceive tﬁe slo?v
dermdation whielt has cut out the whele valley, has timuﬁ‘h.ts of
time and of power to which they are strancers —thouehts D\"hiuh
(LIL‘(:,‘:LL]._Y utterly inadequate to thewr objets, ie feels to T still 'mom
futile on weoting the contorted beds of gueiss around, which tell him
of o tie, immeasureably morve remole, when far beneath the Fartly's
surface they wers m a halfanelted state, and again tell him of a
time,  Imwmensely  exceeding this in remotensss, when their
compoenents were sand gnd mwd on the shores of an ancient sea
Noris it in the primitive peoples who supposed that the lcavens
rested on the mountain tops, any more than m themodern inheritors
of their cosmogony who repeat that © the heavens declare the vlory
of Gad,” that we find the largest conceptions of the Universe ﬁ' the
greatest amount of wonder excited by contemplation of it.  Rather
it 1s in the astronowmer, who sces in the San amuss so vast Lhat c\'cn'
into vne of his spuls our Barth might be plunged witheut touehinge
its edges ; and who by every liner telescope is shown zn increased
multitude of such suns, many of them far larger,

Hereafter as heretufore, higher faculty and deeper insight will
raise rather than lower this sentiment. At present tﬁe most
powerful and 1nost instructed intellect has neither the knowledire
nor the eapacity required for symbolizing in thought the totality of
things., Occupied with one or vther division of Nature, the man of
svicnce usually does not know cnough of the other divis&ons even to
rudely convceive the extent and complexity of their phenomena ;
aud supposing him to have adeyuate knowledge of cach, yeb e is
unable to thiuk of them as o whole, Wider and mu;'e complc.\'
intellect may hereafter help him fo form a VRIUG CONSClolsies o‘f
them in their totality,  We may say that just as an undeveloped
musical faculty, able only to appreciate a simple melody, cannot
graspthe variously-entangled passages and harmonies of 5 S_)'l;]ph()lly
which in the minds of composer and conductor, are unified int(,)
involved musical clfects awakening far greater fecline than js
pussible to the musically uncultured ; so, by fulure 11101% evolved
mtelligences, the course of things now apprehiensible ouly in parts
may be apprchensible all together, with an accompanying fcc]in‘.;r
as much beyomd that of the present cultured man, as lus fcccliu(r is
beyond that of the savage. °

And this feeling is net likely to be decreased but increased by
that analysis of knowledge which, while foreing himto Agnosticism
yet continnally prompts him to imagine some selution of the Great
Iinigma which he knows cannet be solved.  Lspecially must this be
5o when he remembers that the very notions, beginning and end
cause and purpose, are relative notions belonging to human thought’
whichare probably inapplicable to the Ultimate Keality tmuscemliné
human thought ; and when, though suspecting that explanation
is a word without meaning when applied to this Ultimate Reality,
hie yet feels compelled to think there must be an explanation. ’

But amid the mysteries which become the more mysterious the
the more they are thought about, there will remain the one absolute
certainty, that he is ever in presence of an ILnfinite and Hterng)
Luergy, from which alk things proceed.—1lIERBERT SrENCER.
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TOM TYERRY, | TO PRESERVE, WIHITEN & BEAUTIFY
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'_‘DIREU’E

R. A. ADAMS,

WiOLESALE AND KETall Drark, TalLok, |
ASD DREsSMAKER.
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JAMES THAIN & CO.,
IRON & HARDWARE MERCHANTS,

IMPORTERS OF—
American Goods, Agrieultwa Implements,
Brushware, Lampware, Paints, Oils, &e.

Licensed Denlers under Arms Act,

VicroRla AVENUE,
Tavpo Qraw, axp Sr. IIILL STREET,
WANGANTL

FREEMAN R. JACKSOXN,

ATCTIONEER & STOCK SALESMAX,
WANGANUI ANXD HAWERA.
Agent for Wellington steamers—THULA and

TUIL
., Northern 8.8, Co’s steamors—
ROWENA and MacGREGOR.

VICTORIA AVENCUL 1

ENCOURAGE NEW ZBALAND |
INDUSTRIES. |

i

E— |

FHE NEW ZEALAND CLOTHING |
. - |
FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hands, !
1

BRANCHES | |

now opeued in New Zealand. |

ga TWENTY-THREE

VWANCGANTI BRrANCI ¢ 1
CORNER OF VICTORIA AVEXNTE |
AND RIDGWAY STRLEET.
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W. H.  NETTLESHID, ‘
{Late King & Co.), |

Dﬂ ANUFACTURING JEWELLER.

#0LD AND SILVER SMITII.
Electro-plater and Gilder. Aasonic Jeweller
and Medalist.

VICTORIA AVENUE, WANCGANUTL, ‘

GEORGE CALMARN, l
FYF4 MERCHANT AND GENERAL |

PROVISION DEALELR. |

VICTORIA AVENTUE, \

WAYGANTIL

SHARTE,
} AVIKG left the Corner, has removed ‘
te New Premises next Bank of New South
Wales, Wanganui, where he will be happy

to mect all his customers in future,

. 57 CARDETS

ICENSED VICTUALLER.
REesipexcr

QCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

WANGASTL

JOHN KEXNEDY,
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STOREKELPER,

K LT NXEDY'S.
J. W. McDUFT,

COACH-BUILDER AXND IMPORTER,

WANGANTL,

I_ ;EING o thoreugh, practical tradesman,

- having a full staff of first-class mechanics,

and nsing only the best materials, customers
can rely on getting Sound, Reliable Work,

with a Superior Finish,

8, MAXNSOXN,
GE}?ERAL STOREKEEPER,
Recraimed Laxo,
A N G A XN
{And at Murimoto.)

W, STRIGGENS,
GOT AND SHOL MANTTFACTURER,

W v I,

VICTORIA AVEXUE, WANGANUT,

Tmporter of cvery description of ladies’,

Gents’, and Children's Boots and Shoes,

DONALD ROSS,
CABINET-MAKER & UPHOLSTELRER,
Tavreo Quav, Waxcaxcr,

A large stock of

AXD FURNITURE %&
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION

ALWAYS

ON HAXND

JAMES LAIRD

|IAS miwh pleasure in auncuncing to |

Country Settlers that his NEW SEEDS,

suitable for the season, are now to hand in |

| fine condition—comprising Turnip, Rape,

AMustard, Grass Seed, &e,  All sceds care-

fully packed and forwarded first oppor-
tunity. Price Lists sent free, and every

information on applicaticn.

JAMES
WaoLEsaLe
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AND RETATL SEEDSMAN,
Taupo Quay, Wanganui.

|
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THE TEETH,
—UsE-—
L OAESDBY

AND Co.'3
CARBOLISED ROSE TCOTH POWDER.

To Le had of all Drugeists & Patent Medicine
Vendors throughout the district.

Mr Loassy's Toornt PowDnER—the receipt
for which I have seen, is both pleasant and
cfficacions. It is especially useful in cases
of tender gums.

(Signed) HErpERT Rawsoxy,
Dentist,
Wellingten Terrace, Nov. 12, 1883,

A. M., LOARBY & (O,
WHoLESALE AND RETAIL MANUFACTTRING
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VICTORIA AVENUE, WaXNGANUTL

KOIIN BROS,
PRACTI CAL WATCHMAEKERS,
JEWELLERS, & SILVERSMITILS,
WANGANUL

A Largeand Varied Assortment of Watches,
Clocks, Jewellery, and Electro-plate.

PRIZE TROPHIES & PRESENTATION
PLATT
Manufactured and Ingraved to Order on
the Shertest Notice !
Good Stock of Spectacles, &e.  Eye-glasses
to suit all sights.

LEDWIN J. KING,
FIMEDACHED of Pianoforte, Violin, Corno-
pean, et Music provided for Barws,
Parvins, PIoxsics, Bre., in town or country.
BRASS OR STRING BAKRDS.
E.J. King & Sons’ uarivalled Quadrille Band,

Acspeyy or Musie:
ST, ITILL STREET, WANGANTLL

GEORGE FLYGER,
r—‘ijAILOR, CLOTHIER, & OUTFITIER,
Vicrolria AVENUE,
WANGANTUL

SUITS (OF GOOD MATERIAL) MADE

TO CRDER AT THE LOWIST PRICE.

1557 FIT GUARANTEED.

WILLIAM MITCHELL,
O:\RTE L& FORWARDING AGENT,

1. HiLL STRETT, WANGANUL,

Country Orders promptly attended to.
JAS, GRAHAM,
PLUMBER, GASFITTER, TINSMITH,

Fre.,

Erc.

Ripoway Struzr, WareasvrL
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