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intention of joining. The following office-bearers were clected :—
President, Mr. . A, Haggen ; Vice-Presidents, Maessrs, Chas. A
Bevan and T. Hyde ; Treasurer, Mr, T, . Fountaine; Secretary,
Mr. Bevan; the Committee to consist of the foregoing gentlemen,
with Mr. Eno Hutchins, making six in all. Tt was resolved that
the Committee should draw up rules, etc., and submit them to a
subsequent meeting for adoption, Mr. Devan having courteously
placed a room at the disposal of the Committee for mecting
purposes.

Since the above was in type we have received the
following further commniunication from Dlr. Bevan,
Secretary of the newly formed Association —

Sir,—I am happy to inform you that the first meeting for forming
the above Association took place on the 25th ult., when ten names
were handed in as members. Officers and a Committee were then
elected. The Association decided to adopt the rules of
© Constitution” as published in the Rewview of November Ist
with one amendment. The meeting was then adjourned to enable
the Committee to draw up Bylaws and submit them to the
adjourned general meeting of Members.

In the meantime we were very pleasantly surprised by receiving
a large quantity of books and pamphlets from " Blue Pencil” for
the Association. Next some {riend forwarded a copy of =~ The
Colonist” from Nelson containing an account of the '* Freetheught
Navy,” Mr. Hyde, a member, also forwarded a gquantity of books
and pamphlets for the Assoclation, which gift was followed up with
sonie mere from * Blue Pencil," and I must say that the thorcugh
way in which the latter has used his " peneil” through every book
and pamphlet, marking all that he thinks most useful, testifies to
his great earnestness in the cause,

The adjourned general meeting was held on the 15th inst., when
the By-laws were submilted and passcd. The best thanks of this
Association to the generous donors of Freethought literature was
also passed, with orders forits insertion in my report to the Revizw,

Fortunately for us Mr., W. A, Ellis of ' Ciiicago” was passing
through, and he kindly attended our meeting and gave us an address.
Twenty-two Members are now on our roil, which looks like progress,
it wasdecided to hold our first monthly meeting on Sunday the
and of AMarch, when our Iresident Mr, E. A, Haggen will give us
a Presidential address,

Yours truly,
CHARLES A DEVAN,
Hon, Sec. W. T A,

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

The Secretary has furnished us with the following

report for the past month :—
Wellington, February 21st, 1634

On Sunday, zgth Jauuary, a lecture on Spiritualism was
delivered by Mr L. Stead, of Melbourae, to a numerous audience,
which, to quote our local ' Times,’ * was unmistakably mixed.”
MIr Stead ably stated his expericnces at domestic fivesides, and
read several quotations from writings by American Spiritualists,
After a lengthy, breezy, discussion, a “eircle " was formed, thirtecn
persons of both sexes sitting round a table, witl palms spread and
fingers touching, After the lapse of perhaps twenty minutes Mr
Stead declared that the table » tilted.”  About this some differcd,
and a * private circle " was formed, which mueets every weck., 1t is
stated that several spiritual manifestations have appeared to them,
On the 3rd instant an essay was read by “ Echo,” subject, " Man
as compared with animals.”  On the roth instant J. Henry, Lisq.,
of the National Secular Society, London, delivered a very able
and interesting lecture on ' Jesus aud Lis teachings,” when the
Hall was again well filled. “Ivo " had a good house at the
Theatre Royal on the the following Sunday, subject, “ Charles
Bradlaugh, Lsa,, M.P." On RMonday last * Ivo " delivered in our
Hall several recitations from Laglish and American puets, but the
attendance was not so large as was anticipated,  On Sunday nest,
zqth instant, T, Chantry Harris, Esa,, elditor of the N.Z, * Times,
delivers another lecture in our Hall on Spiritualism, and we expect
Lo have a very large atlendance,

Yours {ruly.
ALFRED T, JanpiNe,
Hon, Sce.

CANTLERDURY FREETHOUGIIT ASSOCIA.
TION.

M W, Pratt, President and Corresponding Seerctary
of the above Association, has forwarded his report for
the past month, as follows ' —

Since my last report we have had the benelit of “Ivo’s ™ able
assistance, which has attracted large audicnces o our Sunday
cvening meotings.  Flis subjects  have Leen o Jesus amd the
Fropheis,'”* Sceplicism,” and * David,” in the order named, and
last Sunday {roth) miscellancous readings,  Liuving his visit he
also gave two lectures on week days at the Frecthonght Fall—on
the 23vd January upon * Christianity,” and on the 13th inst, upon
Chas. Dradlangh.  The hberality of the Wellington, AWanganui,
and Nelson Press in their reporis of his previons lectures, is iu
marked contrast to the meagre notices which have appeared intie
Christehurch papers.

A Lieutenant Lowry, of ILAL ship Lspicgle, hins displayed a
good deal of cuergy at religious and temperanee mectings since the
ship hasbeen enthis coast.  On Sunday, the 1eth fnst,, he attended
our ¢hildren's Lyceum, and having obtained permission to rclale

an incident of his own life, used it as a vehicle for launching out
upoen the horrors of an eternal hell, and the merits of the blood of
Jesus; but here he was guickly invited to desist, and informed that
our object in establishing the Lyceum was to preserve the minds
of the children from such fables and delusicas.  As the incident
was silently ignored in the Secretary’s published report, a reverend
gentleman, doubtless disappointed that the wolf had not been
allowed to make free havoc with the minds of the tender lambs,
characterised the report as a * Jesuitical " atiempt to make the
Licutenant pose as a Freethinker, evidently forgetting that the
Jesuits are regarded as eminently religious, and their practices
sanctioned by the highest Christian authorities,

The success which has attended the ordinary Sunday School
teaching is lamentably apparent in the removal of the head.quarters
of the Salvation Army to Clristchurch, The officers”™ have
evidently found the Duncdinites too cute to ' shell out” to the
cxtent desired for their * blood and fire” doctrines, and have
discovered that here is a fine ficld of specially preparcd material
te work upon, and the poor deluded victims, tortured in mind and
cajeled cut of their small means, yielding unresistingly to the
sulphurous stupefaction, and become daneing, howling puppets in
the hands of the wire-pullers,

The Committee of this Assoeiation have had under consideration
a cireular from the Dunedin Freethought Association i Federation,
and, while recoguising the advantages of combined action, consider
that time should be allowed for the Associations only recently
organised to become firmly established, before entering upon wider
fields of action. )

To-morrow Sunday, 17th, our secand Pic-nic takes place, and we
confidently expect it will be as great a success as last year, but as
it is yet in embryo, T must leave further reference to my successor
who will write the next repert, as I am about torevisit Europe after
a continuous residence 1 New Zealand of forty-one years.

Yours truly,
Wi, PraTr
President and Corresponding Secretary of the C. T, A,

WANGANUI FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The Secretary has forwarded us the following
particulars :—

Wanganui, February 25th, 1534,

Str,—In respend to an invitation from the Dunedin [Preethought
Aszociation to send delegates to a Confierence to be held at Dundin
on the 1oth March next, the Wanganui Freethought Association
decided to appoint 3Mr Charles Bright and Mr A D. Wiilis to
represent their interests at the Conference. Doth gentlemen have
signified their willingness to attend, and we are to be congratulated
ou securing the services of earnest and able representatives, The
helding of a Conference will be looked farward to with great
interest by those in the ranks of Frecthought; and those without
will see tnat herterodox opinions are supported to a very much
larger extent than they now dream of.

Or Sunday last our talented and welcome friend, Mrs Moore,
gave a lecture on Spiritualism, which was very well attended. The
lecturer, as formerly, handled the subject with considerable ability,
strengly  advocating all sceptical as  regards Spiritpalism  te
investigate the subject. Mrs AMoore, being a Materialist before
cmbracing Spiriinalism, urged several very strong points against
Materialism.  All of them, however, were answercd by difierent
members of the Associion, A\ very pieasant cvening was spent,
arcl I feel convinea:d every member of our Associativn would be
ouly 100 glad to welceme 3Mrs Moeore on future occasions,

Great ereddit s dae o MrKing for providing us with such excellent
music. I am sure the musical part of ouwr programme has never
been execlled in New Zealand.

Yours faithtully,
J. ] Brexrens,
Secretary, WAL

The Auckland reethought Association now has 114
mwembers on its roll.

“On thinking the matter over, this theory scoms so
consonant with reason, that one fecls ashamed of having
suspected many excellent persons of being moved by
mere malice and viciousness of temper to call otlor
folks atheists when, after all, they have been obeying
a purcly intellectual sensc of fitness,  1f the Jew says,
that the Deity is absolute unity, and that it 1s shoer
blasphemy te say that He ever hecame incarnate in the
person of aoman; and, il the Trinitarian says, thad the
Deity is numerically three as well as numerically one,
and that 1t 1z sheer blusphiciny (o say that e did not
50 beecome incarnate, it is obvious enough that cach
must be logically held to deny the existence of the
other's Deity, Therelove, that ench bas a scientific
right to call the othev an atheist; and thatif herefrains,
it 1s only on the ground of decency and good manners,
which shonld restrain an henourable man from cmn-
ploying  cven scientifically  justiiable language, if
custont has given it an abusive connotation."—HUxLEY.



