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Unlike the ordinry consciousness, the religions conscionsness is |
concerned with that which lies beyond the splu,u- of sense, A
lnntu thinks only of things which ean be touched, scen, heard, tasked
&y and the like is true of the untanght child, ‘the deafanute, and
the lowest savage. But the d(,\dupm(r man Las thoughts about
existences  whiel vegards wsnally  inaudible, ntangible,

T

be as

invisible ; and yeb which he regards as operabive upon him. What, i
suguests this notion of agencies transeending pereeption ? How 110 !
l.]lC::F ideas concerning  the supenu Ltlnni cvolve out of ideas |

coneerning the natoral 7 Phe transition canuot he siuddden ; and su :
account of the genesis of veligion must begin hy deseribing the steps |
thrangh w hich the tl'umtmn talkes pl'u,u 3
The glhost-theory exhibits these steps quite clearly,  Weareshown |
that the wmental difleventiation of invisible and intangible heings !
from visible and tangille heinss progresses slowly and usobtrusiv ely.
Tu the fact that the other-self, suppused fo wander in drens, s
believed to have actually done and seen whatever was dreamod—in
the fact that the other-seli when going away at deathy, hut expectad
presently to return, is conceived as a donble e ally material with
the origal 3 we see that the supernatural agent in its primiiive form
diverges very little from the natural aoent -is simply the orighal
man with sothe added powers of woing about secretly and doing goml
or evil. And the faet that when the double of the dead man voases
to e dreamed about by those who kuew him, his non-appearance
in dreams is held to imply that lie is finally dead, shows that these
eavliest supernatural agents haye but a temporary existence ; the Bt
tendencies to a permanent consciousness of the supernatural, prove
abortive.

In many cases no higher degree of diflerentiation is reached. The
ghostpopulation, reeruited by deaths on the one side, but on ihe

other side losing its members as they cease to be reoollected
dveamed abous, does net inerease ; and no Imdividuals included in it
come to be vecognized thronel suecessive generations as established
supcnmtuml powers,  Thus the Unkulunkulu, or old-chd one, of |
the Znlus, the father of the ruce, is vegnrded as ibwndly or completely
dead : and there is Propitintion only of chests of wore voeent date,
But where cireumstances favor the vontinuance of saerilices at graves
witnessal by members of ench new generation who sre told wbout
the dead and-transmit the bradition, there eventually ariees the
conception of a permanently existing shest ov spirtt,. A more marked
contrast in thought bhetween supernatural beings and natural heings
is thus established, There simultaneously vesults a great inercase
in the number of these supposed supernatural beings, siuce the
drgregate of thon Is new continually added e awd there isa
nt.uwtha_mnv tendeney to think of them as ever v \\llclo.um.lwl, md
as causing all nusnal ocenrrences,

Ditierences among the nseribed powers of ghoste soon mrize. They
naturally follow hrom the observed dilferences nmonyg the [)(1\\'(11'.‘? of
the livipg individuals.  Henee it resnlts that while the propitiations
of ordinary ghosts are made only by their descendants, b cones
occasionally to be thoueht prudent to propitinte the whosts of
the more dreaded individualz, even thouel they have no claims of
Dlood. Quite carly there thus begin these grades of supornatural |
beings which eventually beeowie so strongly mked, i

Habitual wars, which morve tlhon all other canses 1nitiate these
tirst ditferentiations, so on te initiate further and more decided ones,
For witl these compoundings of stuall seciad nrgregates Into groater
gnes, aml re-compounding of these into still greater, which war
cllovts, theve, of course, with the multiplying ;_-..nhi.ulm of powver
among living men, avises the conception of muoltiplying grudations
of power among theiv ghosts, Thus o eotose of tine ave formed |
the con q:tium ot thb greab ghosts or wods, the more namerons
sacerilary ghosts or demi- "’,llﬁ, “aunel wo on dowisards - o pnticon :
there heing still, hiowever, no essentinl distinetion of Kind ; as we
see in the calling of vrdinary ghn’lsta wes-gonls by the Romang ad
clohin by the Helnvew Moveover, repeating as the other life in the |
other world does, the life 1a this workd in ity needs, oceupations,
amd social ovsanization, there arises not only a dilferentintion of
gracles among cupuinltuml ]Jﬁ’lll’_{h in rezpect of their powers, hut
also in respect of their choarncters ad kinds of activity,  There
come to be local gods, aad gods reigning over this or that ovder of
phcumnuld, there conte to e gool and evil spivits of viotons
quatities, and where there has heen by conguest o saperposing of

soclelies one upon auethor, cach having itz own sys'om of shost-
derived beliefs, there resudts an invelvad combivation of such beliefs,
eoustituting a mythalogy, ‘

OF course ghosts privarily being douwbleslike the originals eall !
things ; and gods (whennot the living members of a eomquering ree)
beitze doubles of the iore powerful men ;s it vesults that they, too,
aveoriginally no lTess hunsn than ordinary ghosts in their phyeieal
characters, theby piesions, and thelir 1nt(ll1~u1n
of the ordinary daul, they are supposed to consame the flesh, Blowl,

read, wine, wiven to them @ ab fiest Titerally, snd Toter ina move
spivitunl way by consuming the essenees of then,  They nob only
appeat o visible wil tany e persons, bt they cuter o contlicts
with men, are woundaed, sufler }vnn < the #ole distinetion heing that
they e mivacilons powers of huading and consequent inanariality,
Herve, indecd, there needs o qualiication @ {or net enly do
preaples hold that the gods die a divst denth G naturally Dappens
where they ave the members of wcongrering vace, ealled gods heem
af theiv superviority ) bty as v the case of g it s sup
anwong the cultured, that theve is a socond and fnal
like that second amd final death of oo ghost supposed among existing
;. Wilh :li]\';lllrfl:;{ civilisatiomn the diversewre of Ahe
xulu»nmtuml Belng from the naturad being becowes more decided,
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There is nothing o check the gradunl de-materialization of the
chost aml of the wod; and thi: alization s insensibly

furthered in the effort to reach consistent ideas of supernatural
action : the gold veases to be tangible, ad later he ceases to be visible

andible.  Along with difterontintion of physical attributes from
thoso of hum: 'Llllt_'),, there goes on wmove sluwly the differentiation of
meutal atteibutes.  The god of the savage, represented as having
intelligence scaveely if at all greater than that of the living man, is
delided with ease,  Fven the gods of the semi-civilisedare deceived,
make mistakes, vepent of “thedr plans ; amd ondy in course of time
does there avise the coneeption of unlimited vision and universal
knowledee.  The emotional nature simultanconsly undergeces a
prarallel transformation. The grosser passions, oviginally conspienons
and corefully ministered to by devotees, gradmally fade, leaving
the passions less velated to corporenl sasisfactions ;and eventually
thesa,

&
too, hecome pavtially de-bumanized,

These
re-wlaptod to the needs of the sovial state
phase of activity, the chief gold is concoived as holding in subordin-

arribed charneters of deities ae | atul

militant

continnally adapted
During the

ation the greatest crie, as implealde inanger,
punishment ; and any alleged atteibutes of & wililer kind oecupy but
siall space i the social conscionstess. But where militaney
deelines and the harsh Jo‘lmti' form of covermment appropriste to
it Iy radually qualitied by ihe form appropriate to industrinbism,
the [ulwrmm-d of the lL]l“'l(‘lI‘-\ consclousness s evensingly 1illud

vith thu:-,(, aseribed Lraiis c)I the divine pature which arve cengruons
\‘.'ilh the cthics of peace :divine love, divine forgiveness, divine
werey, are wow the charncetertstivs enlavged upow.

']u]ms,cnv clearly the eftiets of mental progress and chanying
social life, this stated in the wlstract, we mmsi ghowee at thenin the
convrete,  1f, without furegome conclusions, we contemplate the
traditiong, records, and monwients of the Fuvptians, we sce that
ot of their primitive ideas of Tnute Iman, there weore
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e by the universal tendeney {o
as the ]Il:_lil(nt— o tendeney traceable down to
the theortes of existing theolosinns and mytholegists,  Apain, if
putting aside speulatioms, awl not axking what historical value the
ST may huve, we talie it shmply as indicating the carly Greck
notion of Zeus, awd compare this with the notion contained in the
Platouie dialogues, we see that Greek civilisation had groatly
maditied (Tuthe better minds, atleast) the pively anthropomorplhice
conception of him : the lower haman attribotes being dropped and
e hicher ones transtiznred, Similavly, I swee contrast the Hebrew
Cod deseribed in privitive 1.1':1nlit'1un‘<, manlike in appearavce,
appetites, and emotions, with the Hobreow Gaod as characterized by
thv]nupln,t\. Lln} s 1w osliown a \\uhmn-r range of power along with
aonnture ereasingly venete fron the ol man, And on passing to
the voncepticns of him \\111- hoere now catertained, we e ne ule
aware of an estreme transiizuration. By a Lun\umnt oblivionsness
a deity who in early tiines I vepresented as hodening nien's hearts
so thint they may comit prinishable acts, wl s melo} g a Iving
L-ynlL to Jdeveive them, cames to be mestly thought of as
cinhodiment of virtues trstseending the highest we can imagine.

Thus, recognizing the faet that in the primitive human mind there
exiats neither veligious idea nor religions sentiment, we find that in
the vourse of wmoecial evolnticn e the evolution of intelligence
accompanying it there ave genceraled Loth the ideas and sentiments
which we distinanisir as veligiows samd that through o process of

causation clearly travenble, they traverse tlhose e which have
Lrought themy, among civilized saces, Lo dhelr present forms

And now whot may we twfer will be thie evelution of religiouns
ideas and senlineents thronehont the futie?  On he one lid,
it = ireationad to sappese that the changes which have hrought the
velivious conscionsness to its present furm will swldenly cease. Oa
the other Tawd, irvationael Lo suppose that the religious
will disappear
anl Jeave an unlilliad gap. Manifestly 3t must undervo further
chavges ; aed hinvey mueh L'h:m_'_'ucl it must continue to cxist.
What then are lransformations to be expected?  If we reduee the
provess ahove delinented toits lowest Eerns, we shall see our way
Toan ALEWeT .

As pointed out in F Fiest Peinelples,™ seetion 95, 1volutivn s
Lhronghout its conrse halitoally wodibied by that Dissolution which
evertuadly undoes it e changes which hecome manifest Loinge
wantlly but the ditivrential results of opposing tendencivs towards
integration amd disintogaation. Rightly o understand the genesis
aml decay of religions sy=tous, and the probable future of those niw
existing, we must take this truth into account, During these

arlier changes by which theve is ereated a hicrarehy of gods, demi-
cods, manes- ;__rm]s, and =perits of vavious kinds amd ranks, Evolution
govs on with ot dittle qualitication,  The consolidated mythology
produced, while growing in the mass of superataral Teings compos-
T it, assumes inereseil definteness in the ari mgeent ()f Its parts
arnd the attribodes It the antaconist Dissolition
cevinbuatly s predomivanee, The sprewding reeognition of
natural cueation conflicts with this mythologteal evolution, and
insensibly worhens those of it Belicfs whicl are most at varines
with advimeing knowledee, Danons aand the secomdary divinitios
presiding over divisions of Naturee, beconne Tess thoughit of as he
pheverena asertbed to them are wore cotnmondy ohserved to follow
a constant order: aml Lenee these mineor mm],mwntn of the
mytholory slowly dissolveaway.  Abthe same tine, with grow inyg
suprennwy of the wreat ol hooding hivvarehy, there goes incrensing
aseription to him of actions which were belore distributed auony
DO su]u'rn:lilll';il ]n‘iln;:; sthere is integvation of power, While
in proportion as there arises the consequent conception of an omni-
peient aind onmipresent deity o there isa gradnal fuding of his aHeeed
Jrman attribotes s dissolotien beains te alfvet the
pevzonality in respect ol 2eeribod form sl satoree,

Alrawly, as we have seen, his process in the more advanceuwd
societivs, wmud cspeciully amony their higher members, goue to the
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consciotsness, nalnrally gencrated as we bave sven,
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