E FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

SCIENCE. RELIGION. PHILOSOPHY.

VOL. [.—Neo. 6.

WANGANUI, N.Z,: MARCI]. 1, 1884.

T . 6E por annnm : ar, peat pald
PR[CE - 6D' [ to any partof N‘Z’T 6e Gd.

The latitude and liberty accorded by Irecthought
Associations is clearly exemplified in the Braithwaite
correspendence.  In a sccond letter Mr. Bralthwaite
confesses himsell in these words :—+ 1 believe in the
“religion of Jesus Christ as T interpret it in the New
¢ Testament. The reswrrection of Jesus Christ, the value
“of prayer, healing by laying on of hands, inspiration,
¢ andother matters Fmight mention, which 1 disbelieved
“when [ left the Churcly, 1 believe now most irmly.”
And he 1s entitled to his belief without any question.
But he is not entitled to convert his own want of morzal
courage intoa charge of intolerance,  + I scldom gave
“a lecture,” he “knowing my views werc
“unpopular. I never once gave any teaching on God,
“immortahty, or prayer in the Children’s Lyccum,
“neither did any Thestic teacher—sapposing there are
“any. I knew well 1t would displease the Atheistical
“oparty. . ITow could T teach my views to my
“class if most of the children belonged to Atheistical
“parents.  Suppose I had, and one litile boy said,
“¢ My father don't belicve such,” what would be the
wefledt 2 The question needs no answer, One was
“eonstrained therefore to sink what he conceived to
“be his  Dbest  thoughts—and in a  Freethought
“ Association 7! And so 1t comes to this, that the
intolerance was in the little boys whao preferred the
teaching of thelr fathers io that of Ar.
“ Conscience makes cowards of us all.”

5AYS,

Draithwaite,
And a man's
“Dest thoughts ™ are kept to himself because they arc
unpopular !

conlc 1n ?

Now where does the implied intolerance
Parents surely should not be compelled to
receive even  best thoughts ™ for their boys, if they
don’t like them. The Association exhibited a wide
spirit of liberty and toleration in cledting a Theist one
of its Vice-Presidents if, as Jlr. Dralthwaite alleges,
Mr. Braithwaite who
makes the distinction, that it was with the little boys,
not with the Association, he feared his best thoughts
would be unpopular. It may be unfortunate that a
boy should believe his father before his teacher, but it
is onc of those things which no association can previde
against,

Theism 1s unpopular. Tt is

It is quite possible the Association was deceived.
NMr. Stout, evidently from his letter, looked upon
Mr. Bralthwaite as o Theist and Spiritualist ; that
is, ene who rejedls revelation, the divinity of Jesus,
&c.; whereas he has been for some time

lie was going
to resign, he says, two years ago—a Christian of the
Plymoutls Brethren type.
that a Christian
sonewhat out of

Now it must be admitted

a belicver 1 the Resurrection—is
his clement in a Trecthouglit
Assoclation. It is prebable that the lknowledze of
Mr. Draithwaites belief would not have nade muach
diiference 1 the adtion of the Assoclation towards hin.
It is one of the principles of T'reethought to receive
everyone whose couscicuce—he  himself being the
judge—will allow hint to associate uuder 1its banner,
And it is one of the remarkable fealures of this strange
casc that the mndividual conscicnce allowed ilself so

wide a latitude. Tor the distindtion must not be
overlooked that while perfect freedom of conscience is
extended to others, a man is required not to allow his .
own to run riot. “In November last (says Mr.
“ Braithwaite) 1 offered by letter to continue the ¢ Echo’
“as a montkly, providing it contained my religious views
“Cpeeasionally’ in its editorial columns, and was assisted
“with a monetary subsidy of £6 per month for twelve
““months. This letter remains unanswered.” This
confession suggests some grave reflections.  Is it a part
of the Christian conscience to reccive a subsidy from
Alheists—-Mr. Braithwaite insinuates they are all or
nearly all Atheists in the Dunedin Association—to run
their representative paper ? Tn that same November we
find «J.B." telling his Atheistical readers “that
‘“ I'recthought was sure to succeed in the long run,”
and holding up the character of the veteran Freethinker,
William Denton, for admiration. We have no hesitation
in asking—Was it honest of a Christian to dissemble
his views in this way?

He was at that time treating
for a subsidy !

Ve are content to let this case illustrate
thedifference between the Christian and the Freethinker,

the Christian Theist and the Atheist.  And not another
word need be said.

What would you give us in place of Christianity ?
In onec of his addresses recently in Dunedin, Mr.
Charles Bright answered this question in a single word
—Notiing.,  One of the pulpits—which did not take the
irouble of giving Mr. DBright's explanation of his
mcaning, orof ascertaining the attitude of the iconoclast
-—thought the admission condemnatory of Frecthought.
The justification of the bold negation depends on the
result of the analysis of Cliristianity, VWhen this has
been performed, there will doubtless remain elements
which must eater into any system of morals. No
ethical synthesis can be perfet without many of the
moral attributes which are to be found in all religions,
however depraved and barbarous ; and the question is
quite as forcible-—\Vhat would you give us in place of
Mahommedanism ?  Thereis not a single ethical maxim
or injunction in Christianity but which may be found
in the sccular teachings of philosophy—an observation
made by Hypatia in Alexandria 1,400 years ago. But
Christianity as a system is either true or false. The
contention of the Freethinker {s that, being false, its
destruction would be a solid gain for truth, and
consequently make for the elevation of humanity.
There are hundreds of Associations at work to-day
which, rejecting Christianity, arc moving towards an
ideal sufficient to satisfy the cravings of finer natures,
and by education are mouldings others. The good in
connection with the Christian system would not
therefore cease with the extinétion of the system itself,
but would rather flow with greater volume and force
when released from the eramping cffect of dogma,
miracle, and priestly conirivance. # Nothing ™ in
place of the systeny, would allow the good extracted

from all systems to combine with greater freedom for
social cnds,
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The Prince of Wales, in addressing the Grand Lodge
of Masons lately, said : # Aslong, brethren, as Masonry
“remains as it is now—an order and an institution of
“charity and of usefulness—it will flourish as long as
the world exists.  Let us hope that the time may never
come when we way Inany way be biassed by politics,
Above all, brethren, let us remember that we must as
a charitable body be religious. Aslong as religion
remains engrafted in the hearts of the Craft of our
country it is certain to flowrish-—and be assured of it,
brethren, that when religion n it ecases the Craft will
also losc its power and its stability,” This s a
strange medley of #certainty ™ and  “assurance.”
Would it have been i accordance with the eternal
fitness of things that his Reyal Highness had referred
to the central principle of Masonry—morality—instead
of dwelling on the allegorical part—religion?  This is
a weak point, and we shall not dwell onit. The Grand
Orient requiras no religion o assist it to Le charitable
and useful ; but then perhaps it will not dourish #as
" long as the world exists,” 1t does scem strange also
that Lnglish Masonry should not be content with
religion and charity, but should prefer princes and
noblemen to ordinary men for the posts of houor, in
spite of longer service, expericnce, and ablity in
the ordinary men. We fear that however much the
Order in England may act on the square, il is
determined nol to apply the level to its morals,

&

Mr. Herbert Spencet, 1 dealing a mortal biow at
the religions of the past and present, has afforded the
religious world some consolation in preserving for them
an Eternal Energy shrouded in eternal mystery ;) for
the votary of Jehovah loves to have his favorite deity
well concealed in his native cloud.  The gulph between
the two deitics will be easily bridged over in the
Imagination of the faithful, who, while regretiing
the great philosopher's lconoclastic thrusts at the
superstitions of the past, will cordially welcome the
conclusion that whatever of mystery is taken from the
old conceptien of the Universe wiil be added o the
new with interest.  Jelbiovah, Jupiter, Pan, Lternal
Lnergy, may only be different names of the same cause
or being ; and so theology and the theologians go on
their way rejoicing-——mumbling the same formys while
the evolution procecds. The prospedt Mr, Spencer
liolds out is that the human faculty of wonder wili have
more employment in the future, With cvery fresh
discovery the mystery wiil become more mysterious,
The Unknowable will grow less knowable—if the
paradox may be permitted—and some wise man a
millien of years hence will still be finding, Like the
Agnestic of to-day, sclace in the coutempiation of the
lines ;

" Knowledge s prowd wtat e bas learut so much,

Wisdom s humble that Le Lkinows no more,”

What law ol reasoning denies the possibiiity of a
solution of the problem?  If man were confined to a
thousand or ten thousam! years on the cartl, the
probabilitics might be against  his discovering the
operation of this Liternal Energy; but give him time,
and he may arrive at the point of culmination of the
mystery.  Mr. Spencer scems to have {allen into the
error of regulating the inductions of the future.by the
facts of the present. Ovif he thinks he has discoverad
some @ priori principle which is final, he might e
reminded that crrors are very likely o have aropt i (o

vitiate the conclusion. We now rcad with amusement
Lord Brougham, in his Dissertations on Paley,
ascribing the perfection of the cell of the bee to the
direct assistance of the deity. But thirty years ago, or
before Charles Darwin spoke, we might have thought
his reasons cogent. Sir John Herschell believed the
tangential force was derived from an original motion
given by the creator to bedies in space. The theory
has no supporter "among living astronomers. Mr,
Spencer’s Lternal Energy is the creation of his own
mind, and limited by its conceptions.
* The Ethiop gods have Ethiop lips,
Bronze cheeks, and woolly hair;
The Grecian gods are like the Greeks,
As keen-eyed, cold, and fair,”

We have ag great 2 mind in the late Professer Clifford
declaring that mathematics do not suggest infinity in
the Universe, and hoping to find the secret of its energy
in the property of atoms. Arc we then to have a
different shade given to the meaning of terms?  Is
Agnostie to mean one who believes in an existence
unknowable called  Eternal Energy ? And is the
Athicist the follower of Clifford who believes Nature all
in all, revealing herself gradually to man pursuing the
lines of scientific enquiry 7 We may aceept Spencer
in his mduttions from accumulated fadls, and bury the
ghosts of the past. But we incline to hope with
Clifford that, gives time, and the inmost werkings of the
greal mother of us all—Nature—will be explored.

Theattivude of the State school teachers towards the
Bible was a topic of discussion recently in the
Presbyterin Synod of Otago, the question being rajsed
by the Rev. Mi, Stevens, who asserted that a majority
of the teachers in Otago referred to the DBible
disparagingly in the presence of their pupils,  This
was stenuously denied by Mr, Fitzgerald, Redtor of
the Normal School, and a professing Christian. We
are glad of the denial, for the imputation, we are
assured, was unwarranted,  Few Treethinkers arce
itkely to forget the unsedlarian and secular charadler
of the cducation system, or their duty to avoid all
reference to religion in the school.  But the Rector of
the Normal Scheol went beyond his cue when he
professed to be able to state approximately the number
of teachers who are Freethinkers,  The Normal School
Is not an inquisition to discover heresy for a Synod to
punisly, and as the private or speculative epinions of a
teacher are clear of synodical jurisdiction, they should
not have been made a subjed of discussion, The
pricsts—Potestant and Catholic—are growing daily
more hostile to the State system of education, and it s
not improbable "they may have sufficicnt cause. In
the one case the Protestant fetish, the Iible, has been
bunished s and the idolators must fecl Leenly the
contempt cast on their idol,  In the other the Churceh
is no longer free to mix up the doctrine of mental
subjection to spiritual authority with the inculeation
of the *three Rs™—and hence these tears. The
sedls have numbers on thelr side; the Freethinkers are
few,  But it is wouderful how great is the resisting
force of a compaudl, though numerically small, body of
men nspired with a great cause. Though the pri;‘sts
may combine to assail the fortress of national secuiar
cducation, wnity of purpese, intelligence, and the
cuttenchiments of the law are on the side of the
Freethinker, whose true pelicy it is to defend the
vampdtte ad all points,
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Public opinion in the colony on the subject of an
Australasian confederation of which New Zenland shall
be a member, has {aken a more deuded turn since we
first noticed the question i these columus,  Sir George
Gireyv's speech at Auckland has reached to all parts,
stirring up the people to refleét on the possible and
consequences  of alhance the
Australian colonies on the Lbasis proposed at the Sydney
Conference. We that
arrument touching the introdudtion of colonred labour
It1s well to avold ground which
The real

piohable an with

are not sure, however, I
can be mamtained.
i debate may be proved to be untenabie,
danger, as we suggested, is the wevitable tendency of
the federal body to increase 1ts powers at the expensc
of the provinces, and the weakening of the naticnal
instindt. Inthe Novembernumberofthe Contemporary
Review the Marquis of Lome points to the continual
increase of the central or federal authority in Canada
as one of {he inevitnble conditions of federation. Tt
must be scen that if the proposed Federal Council is to
have ne lareer powers than those drafted 1 the Bitl by
the Confercnce, federation will be purposeless, The
most thonehtful perhaps of the Tngiish papoers, the
[t savs -t The question

“licononnist, takes thisvicw.
“is not such an cagy one asit may ot first sight appear,
“for twe reasons.  In the first place, it s clear that as
e the expense, or some part of it, incurrad in carrying
“out the foreign policy of Australia is to be horoe by
“the colenies, the Central Council must be mvested
“wilh power to call for and apportion the necessary
“contribntions.  Thus indiredtly, at Jeast, it will he a
“raving authority. And, sceondly, inasmuch as the
“Counal will ot be able take fi

“Jeast in imporiant aflaivs, without firsg submitting 1ts

Lo

aal o decisions, at

# proposals to the approval of the Imperial Government,
“gome confidential channel for communication and
@ liscussion between the Home and colonial anthoriues
“must be sccured.” The *power to call for and
“appertion the necessary eontributions  mmplies that
preponderance of the central authornty which would
reduce the provinces to significance !

A lttde publication, called the ¢ Agnostic Annual,’
just received by the Lugiish matl,

Iuxley 1o
Is Agmosticism m accovd with modern

conbiuns o letter

from Professor reply to the following
(estions =—1,
sclence 7 2. MWhat s its relation to popular theology ?
destined  to supplant ‘
After stating that he inveuted the

sonte twenty years age, “to denote

3. s Agnosticism relimons
supernaturalism?
word “Agnostic”
s pcople who, like mysel, cenfess themsclves to be
“opelessly fenorant concerning a variety of matters
“about which nmetaphysicians and theologians, both
“orthodox and heterodox, dogmatise with the utmost
“eonfidence,” he says:—1 “ Agnosticism 1s of the
s essence of science, whether ancient or niodern, Tt
“eimply means that a man shall not say he knows or
 bhelieves that which he has no scientific grounds for
“professing to know or believe,” 2.« Consequently
“ Agnosticism puts aside not only the greater parg of
« popular theology, butalso the greater part of popular
“anti-theology.,  On the the “bosh’ of
o heterodoxy is more offensive to nie than that of

whoe,

“orthodoxy, because heterodoxy professes to be guided
“ by reason and scieuce, and orthoedoxy does not.”
3. T have no doubt that scientific criticism will prove
“destructive to the forms of supernaturalisim which
On

il of any so-called miracle the verdict of science is

“enter into the constitution of existing relirions.

3

“¢Not proven.” DBut true Agnosticism wlll not forget |
““that existence, motion, and law-abiding operation in
‘‘nature arc more stupendous miracles than any
“recounted by the mythologics, and that there may be
“things, not ouly in the heavens and earth, but beyond
“Ue intelligible universe, which ¢ are not dreamt of in
““eur philosophy.” The theological ¢ gnosis’ would
“have us believe that the world is a conjuror’'s house ;
“the anti-theological “guosis’ talks as if it were a
“dirt-piey” made by the two blind children—TDaw and
“Force. Agnosticisim stmply says that we know
“nothing of what may be beyond phenomena,”

Ttscems that Professor Huxley resented the publication
of the above letter, and an angry cerrespondence took
place between Professor Huxley and the cditor of the
s Agnostic Annual,” Mr. C. AL Watts,  The President
of the Royal Socicty scems to have displayed more
heat over a4 mere misunderstanding than micht have
been expected from a philosopher, whe in this case
certalnly act in accordance with his own
but, evidence which was
curtalnly vot seientific, jumped to the conclusion that
he had been “treated dishonorably ™ by AMr. Walts,
who had published aletter which he knew was a private
comwmunication, It looks as if Mr. Watts was Justificd
mosaying—*With all deference, we repeat that it is
* manmfest from the tone of each of his letters that the
*sceret of hiis vexation is the wide publicity which hias
s been given to his direct attack upon Christianity,
“and to his equally clear avowal of Freethought
“Agnosticsm.” It wonld well 1t all men, and
cspeciaily men of seience, realised the fact that—as AMr.
Herbert Speocer says inan cloquent passage n his
“Thrst Prineiples "-——+¢ Opinion is the agency through
which character adapts external arrangements to itseif
~ that his epinion rightly forms part of that agency—
15 a unit of force, constituting, with other such units,

dul not

Agroste principles, 01l

and
he

the general power which works out social changes;
and he wiil perceive that he may properly give full
utlerance to his innermost convictions: leaving it to
produce what eftfect it may.

It is not for nothing that
lie has 1u him these sympathies with some principles
and repuguance to others,

He with all his capacitics,
and aspirations, and beliefs, is not an accident, but a
produdt of the time.  He must remember that while
heis a descendant of the past he is a parent of the
futare 5 and that his thoughts are as children born to
not carclessly let die.  He, like
any other man, may properly consider himsclf as one
of the myriad agencies through whom works the
“ Unknown Cause; and when the Unknown Cause
“produces in him a certain belief, he is therehy
“authorised to profess and act cut that belief.”

hint, which he may

3

X3

PPerhaps Prefessor Tuxley's contempluous reference
tothe “bosh™of * heterodoxy™ is perhaps partly duc to his
dislike of a erwde materialism which was popular a few
years ago and found expression in such phrases as
“the brain sceretes thought as the liver seeretes bile,”
“ but though he declared on one occasion, “ personally
“ 1 an: not a materialist; on the coutrary 1 belisve
“hat materialism contains grave philosophic error™
i Irortuightly Review for 186g); yet on another hie wrote:
<1 there s anyihing which is c¢lear n the present
“progress of science, 1t is thie tendeney to reduce alls
“soientific questions, with the exception of purely
“ mathematical oncs, to what is called wolecular pliysics,
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“that is, to the attradtion, motion and

“ combination of the smallest particles of matter,”

repulsion,

further, ¢ the phenomena of biology are asimmediately
“ related to molecular physics as are those of chemistry
“and this is a fact acknowledged by all chemists and
immediate

“ biologists wllo sce beyond their own

“ gccupation.”  1f this is not materialism in the only
sense in which the question can be of any interest to
mankind it is hard to say what is. Matter may be
only a “ permanent possibility of sensation” and ¢ mind
“a permanent possibility of feeling,” or both may be
nodes of the unknown, as, on a moenistic theory of the
universe, 1s much more likely, In cither casc man is
not an iselated being in his nature different from the
rest of the universe, but part of it,
of forces which he can only know as coexistences and
scquences ielated to the great whole.  His personal
ideutity is like that of a flame ot a river, one of form
only, and to flatter himself that he is something more
because the unknown is
theological

the result of a play

infinite, is to re-introduce

conceptions under the guise of science
aping a humility which is misplaced.  In

oursclves the

relation to
“ogeientilic imagination”™ surcly

aspire to penetrate the unknown future by the same

may

methods it has applicd to the unkuawn past, though 1o
the one case we can never arrive at 2 heginning or in
the other at an end.

Hassing  Zotes,

We publish in our present issue the first part of Mr,
Herbert Spencer’s Retrospect and Prospect of Religion,
The concluding part will be given inournext. T lloucr}
the cssay has cone the rounds of the press, we have
thought it desirable to publish it in the Rueview for
fuiur(, reference. The advanced ploof was scul out to
Sir George Grey, an old friend of the author

The Pall Mall Gazelte has
Tennyson, ending :—

Alfred, Alfred Vere de Vere,
[f thine be heavy on your hands,
Are there no toilers 1nour strocts
Nor any poor iu all these Jands?
Oh ! teach the weak tostrive awd hope,
Or teach the creat to Lielp the low ;
I'ray Heaven for a nohle heart,
Ancd let the foolish title o,

a bhitter parody on

The following is from the ¢ Auckland Star awd is
sclf explanatory :—To the Editor : Sir—Io your issue of
last cvening is a policerepert of the trial of {wo boys for
defacing \\uh paint the Wesleyan Chapel, New Norih
load, 'md the case is headed, < Young Precthinkers,”
1 lmxc read over the report cavefully and canmot
discover any allusion to Freethought or Freethinkers.
Lf anything appeared i the trial to warcant the heading,
please give it publicity. 1 the heading was the result
of accident or other cause, please correct it Alany
besides myself will be interested with your explanation.
I trouble you because 1T am a Freethinker and from my
Lknowledge of Irecthinkers generally, and i Auckland,
am of epinien that though in the matter of credulity
they are not equal to Christians, in the matler of
conducl they are. AL Cavrenenn.- [We
must reatly decline the task of condudling a rescarch

into the religious or non-rchigions opinions of these
young  scaungps. Chir unlupnnd(nt will, " however,
admit that whatever their title 1o the use of this
cherished  designation on o religious  ground, they

certainly exhibited considerable freedom of thought on
the subject of property vights, oo S [The editor
hardly does justive to himsclt as aman of candonr and
plaan dealing, 1o has no objection to libel o society of
men at ](.‘l!-:[ as honest as himscll, but he dechines
“orescarch” into the feds on which s allegation was
Dascd,  1ie oy be el there—-2on 11

and |

“The Christian Record” 15 offended because the
‘Sacred Name” of God was not mentioned in the
brealk-up of the Dunedin High Schools for the holidays,
and arrives at the conclusion that * the whoele thing
was, in a word, intenscly heathenish.,”  The ¢ Record' is
weak i its ancient history; the heathens, like good
Christians, were always invoking {he “ Sacred Name”
of their gnardian divinity.  In truth the heathens were
perfect models of devotional feeling and expression,

The man Edwards who ruthlessly destroyed his wife
and four children at Ormoudville on the 1oth 17ch,,
is a Christian, believes in the imunortahity of the soul,
and that murderers will be happy 1 the company of
those they have murdered when they are “safe in the
arms of Jesns.”  Edwards, in his confession, says :—
“ T believe 1 will be hung for it ; I deserve to. 1 hope
they won't keep me long. I want to meet my wifc
and family, T think 1 will go to the same place as
they have, asthey will forgive me.”  Ifthe man wasnot
msaie when he committed the deed, a Christian priest
will take care that he is washed in “the bleod of the
lamb,” and be belter off than those who believe in a
life of kindoess and good works -than the tender
hushand and provident father.  Such is Christiamty !

Trecthinkers must follow with peculiar interest, and
with feelings of pride, the events i the Parhiamentary
caveer of Charles Bradiauvgh., His condliét with a
higoted, tyrannical, and utterly unscrupulous majority
in the Touse of Commons has passed through many
stages, cach repulse appearing to be only the prelude
to some more daring attempt to asscrt his clear and
mdefeasible nght and title 1o represent Northampton.
Alr. DBradlaugh went up to the table the other day and
swore himselt in. Ay, Gladstone oflered to prosceute
him if the Heuse se diredted—a course which would
not have been unfriendly.  Dut the leader of the
Opposition came forward with hisresolution to exclude
the member from the precindts of the House. Alr,
Bradizugh at once resigned, and appeals again to lus
faithful constituency. which will no doubt still prove
true to the cause of hbertv.  [Since the above was
written Mr. Dradlaugh has again been returned. ]

Joseph Symes Ieft England in the hegimning of
]mnn\ {for \l('lbomno whither Tie ])10([?(,(_1(,(1 at the
mvitation of the Frecthought body of that city. J3efore
Mr. Symes's departure, s friends gave him a farewell
supper, Mr. Dradlaugh presiding. A purse of sovercions
wWas pl(,scntc-:]. containing £130. the spontancous gift
of Treethinkers throughout Great  Iivitain, The
President delivered an clogquent vadedictory address,
andd s, Besant, i ternms alike graceful and elognent,
presceuted the purse and the following testimoenial i —

“To JOSEPLT SYMIES,
cViec-Dicsident of the Nationg? Secular Socicly, wind one of its
v Spocial Leclirers,

~ 13y resolution of the Lxcontive of the National Secular
o and on behalf of the Precthought Party in Great Dintain,
ve take the cceasion of youv leaving Magland on a lecturing visit to
the Southern Hemisphere to tesify (o vou sur good-awall and
aftecting, and o wishes for veur health and prosperity, We desive
to place on record onr thorongh appreciation of your devotion to
the Preathought canse, and ooy recounition ol the brave work vou
have done with tongue and pen doring the time you have been
aclive inour ranks.

“AWe bid you farewellin the full trust that you will win honor
and respect amongst your new friends on the other side of the
Pacifig, and in the hope that we shall spon be able to welcome you
Lack to your place n our midst,

{Signed) " Cnaknes Drabnava, President.
“ Nonert Forper, Sccrctary.

The proceedings denocte the steding charadler Mr.
Symes has carned in the mother country among
T'reethinkers.

‘The annual gathering of the members of the Dunedin
Ireethourht Association to celebrate the birth  of
1I'homas Paine was held v the Lycenm, DMr 3l Stout
presided, and delivered a fahort address. Mrs, Clatsam
sang asolo very offectively ;) Mr. Hepkins sang « The
Death of Nelson,” and was encored : and the ],_\ cenm
choir rendered oo number of selections in o very pleasing
naner. Mr, Charles Brght detivered avery (*l(‘)r}uun{
address, inthe course of which he sawd that Thomas
T*aine had been more ciduomuniated dunng Ins life and
cince his death than probably any other soul that had



existed on the planet.  No doubt the reaction that had
sprung up would go on until the man who had heen
scandalised would be idolised, Tt had talien 200 years
to vindicate the reputation of Oliver Cromwell, z_md
Cromwell had not been half as much cursed as Paine.
Tiad Paine merely struzeled as he did for liberty in
America, hz would have been worthy of honor ; had he
but contended as he had done for the rights of man, his
memory should be revered ;—Dbut when to these things
were added his labors Lo free mankind from superstition,
it is indecd well that they should held in honotr the
birthday of this hero of libarty, Thomas Paine.” At the
close of the concert a ball was hield, at which there was
a [atr attendance.

The Trades Uniens and Councils of the Colony will
in {uture be represented by a paper specially devoted
to  uestions  aftecting these bodies.  The title 1y
¢ Labour,” and, from the first numbers, it would appear
to liave set itsell the task of vindicating the rights and
interests of the working classes. [ it will earnestly
atteipt the solution of certain problems which are
vexing the souls of Fnglish cconomists, there s a wide
ficld of usefulness before i, The nationalisation of the
laud, Malthusiauisin, and taxation are questions on
which it might speak to the purpose.

Two large inseriptions of Nebuchadnezzar have been
fornd on Lebanon by M. Pognon, Assistant-Consul of
the French Republic at Beyrout, The two inseriptions
ecach contain a different text. They commence with
the titles of the king: ¢ Nebuchadnezzar, Ning of
Babylon, the Hustrions Pastor, the Servant of Merodalk,
the great Lord, his Creator, and of Nebo, his tlustrious
son, whom his Royalty loves.”  Oue iuscription
cnunterates the wines fizaring on the tuble of the god
Merodak and of the goddess Zarpanit, The more
cvidence comies to hand of the religions of Bubylon and
yrias thestrongoer the prool becomes that Clivlstianity
i largely ludebted to them for its central doctrines,

Col. Tngersoll says:- < The great objection urged
against e by my opponents is that I am constantly
tearing dowir and never build up. Now I have lately |
published a littde book in which T have endeavored to
cive most of the argumenis © have urved acatust the o
Pentatenely, and the motlo upen the tide page is ¢ A
destroper of woeads, thistics. amd Hrors, i3 o benefacior, iodictler
he sozoct pradn or 2ot L cannot for iy e see why one
should be charged with teaving dowe and notrebuilding,
simpiy beeawse he exposes o sham, o defects ahe, |
do nol feel under any oblizaton to budd ap something
in the place of 1 detected tadschood, AL think T am
wnder eblication to put i the place of wdetecied e is
the detection,”

Proguess,

A sociely  In connection  with the  Dunedin
Frecthought Associabion, te be kiown as the Lyecum
Literary and Debating Society, was formed on the
r7th January, when rules were agreed upon and
oliice-hearers appointed.  Mr. WL Dickson was elected
president, Mr. WL Heod vice-president ; Messrs dlerry,
Newell, Jackson, and  Jaster committeomen: and
Alr. Jehn Stone seerelary and (reasuver, The meetings
are to be held weekly on Thursday evenings, in the
commitice-room of the Lyceum Hall

The follewing from the ¢ Lyttelton Tines” announces

+Ivo's” first platform appearance in Christchurch :—

|

|
Tast night the lectnrer who has abepted the aame of < Ivo” ‘
addressed a large number in the Frocthought Hall on the subject of !
« Christinnity.,”  From the announcement that the address was tu
be given in the Frecthought Hall it can readily be understood that
the subject was treated from a non-Cheistian point of view. Asa
matter of fact the lecture was a slightly nioditicd version of one of
three «liscourses given by the same genteman in Wellington, and
hit with much vigour at the inconsistencies botween the theories
and practice of socalled Chistians, and at the diversity of sects,
e waould be 1impossible to give a fair epiteme of the address, which
lasted an lonr and a hall, and a fulf veport would eceupy toe great
aspace,  Suflice it to say that © Ive™ won an aliractlive hearing and
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many {okens of assent, and that Dis arguments, if often sarcastic.
wore forcibly put and were founded on facts, for which he gave
chapter and verse.  The President of the Frecthought Association
was i the chair, and announced that * fvo" wonld lecture on
* Scepticisin® on Sunday next.

The following letter will be read with

. great
mterest i—
A FREETHOUGHT Ass0C1ATION TOR (JAMARU.
{To the Editor Qunary Meail. )

Sir,--Will you kindly permit me to correct a slight error that
appears to have erept into the reports of my lecture furnished by
the Oamain papers on Saturday.  The reports staied that those
niterested i Freethonght were requested to remain behind after
the lecture with the view of forming the nucleus of a Freethought
Aszociation in Oamaru, but that the appeal met with no 1esponse,
As this portion of the report has bLeen carefully copied inte the
rnedin papers, T think it necessary to state that the invitation
was given al the regnest of some Camara Freethinkers ; that a few
laclies and gentiemen did remain behind on Iriday cvening, and
that a meeting of these was held at a private house on the fellowing
Sunday. At that meetlng it was defermined to take steps towards
{orming a I'reethonght Association in this city, and in view of this
it was resolved that lecturers—notably Mr, Bright and Mr. Stout—
Leinvited to give addresses on Preethought subjects.

Urom what [know ol the members of the Committee that has
boen formed, and  from the opinions that I have since heard
cxpressed by @ mumber of Freethinkersin Oamaru, 1 have no doubt
that before long the advoeates of freedom of thought will have the
satisfactivn of knowing thata vigerous Freethought Association has
been established in this important eentre—1 am, &c.,

T. CnevseE FarNIE,

A SUGGESTION.

~ One of the objects of the forthcoming Conlerence of

I'recthought Associations ought to be to determine the
best means of helding property.  YWe nean briefly that
the General Council should have the legal right of
owning land, veceiving bequests, gilts, etc. The
Associations should seck to have a freehold site for a
Lyccum i every town and township of the coleny,
and in cach case, to prevent abuse, the land ought to
be vested in the general body. Of course the
management of a Hall or Lyceuwm Luilt on the land,
where a Freothoueht Association existed, would be
local. To the friends then the appeal would go forth:
olrtain now the sites of the Lyccums of the future.

LDLIENHIEEIM,

We hope soon to see an Association established in

Blonhenn, where there are many brave Ireethinkers

who have the courage of their opinions.  We take this

opportunity of thanking a very old friend and

freethinker whom we kinew in Wellington for his
kindness w looking after the interests of the Review,

PICTON TFREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION,

The Piéton friends have organised their Association,
and have very enjoyable meetings on Sunday evenings.
The President, Captain Macneil, writes :—

“3\We are hopeful that the forthcoming Conference in Dunedin
will have the result of encouraging others to jein us, so that with
increased numbers, and perhaps abilities, we may be able to
forward the grand cause, the emanicipation of the world from
priesteraft, {yranny, and falsehood.”

The Prestdent mentions that the Association is not
strong enough to send delegates to Dunedin. We
would suggest that the Association might appoeint
two delegates to represent it who are resident in
Dunedin—say Mr. Stout and Mr, Bright.

WOODVILLIE FREETHOUGHT

TION.

ASS50CIA-

We recaived the following pleasing intelligence just
too late for the January number :—

A fairly well attended mecting was held in the Schoolrcom on
Inday evening for the purpose of  forming a Freethought
Assoclation. Mr. Yaggen was voted to the chair, and on the
moetion of Ar. Ievan it was resolved to form an Association, to be
called the Woodville Freethought Asseciation, Ten gentlemen
signed their names in the room as intending members, and it was
stated that a number of others in the disirict had signified their
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intention of joining. The following office-bearers were clected :—
President, Mr. . A, Haggen ; Vice-Presidents, Maessrs, Chas. A
Bevan and T. Hyde ; Treasurer, Mr, T, . Fountaine; Secretary,
Mr. Bevan; the Committee to consist of the foregoing gentlemen,
with Mr. Eno Hutchins, making six in all. Tt was resolved that
the Committee should draw up rules, etc., and submit them to a
subsequent meeting for adoption, Mr. Devan having courteously
placed a room at the disposal of the Committee for mecting
purposes.

Since the above was in type we have received the
following further commniunication from Dlr. Bevan,
Secretary of the newly formed Association —

Sir,—I am happy to inform you that the first meeting for forming
the above Association took place on the 25th ult., when ten names
were handed in as members. Officers and a Committee were then
elected. The Association decided to adopt the rules of
© Constitution” as published in the Rewview of November Ist
with one amendment. The meeting was then adjourned to enable
the Committee to draw up Bylaws and submit them to the
adjourned general meeting of Members.

In the meantime we were very pleasantly surprised by receiving
a large quantity of books and pamphlets from " Blue Pencil” for
the Association. Next some {riend forwarded a copy of =~ The
Colonist” from Nelson containing an account of the '* Freetheught
Navy,” Mr. Hyde, a member, also forwarded a gquantity of books
and pamphlets for the Assoclation, which gift was followed up with
sonie mere from * Blue Pencil," and I must say that the thorcugh
way in which the latter has used his " peneil” through every book
and pamphlet, marking all that he thinks most useful, testifies to
his great earnestness in the cause,

The adjourned general meeting was held on the 15th inst., when
the By-laws were submilted and passcd. The best thanks of this
Association to the generous donors of Freethought literature was
also passed, with orders forits insertion in my report to the Revizw,

Fortunately for us Mr., W. A, Ellis of ' Ciiicago” was passing
through, and he kindly attended our meeting and gave us an address.
Twenty-two Members are now on our roil, which looks like progress,
it wasdecided to hold our first monthly meeting on Sunday the
and of AMarch, when our Iresident Mr, E. A, Haggen will give us
a Presidential address,

Yours truly,
CHARLES A DEVAN,
Hon, Sec. W. T A,

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION,

The Secretary has furnished us with the following

report for the past month :—
Wellington, February 21st, 1634

On Sunday, zgth Jauuary, a lecture on Spiritualism was
delivered by Mr L. Stead, of Melbourae, to a numerous audience,
which, to quote our local ' Times,’ * was unmistakably mixed.”
MIr Stead ably stated his expericnces at domestic fivesides, and
read several quotations from writings by American Spiritualists,
After a lengthy, breezy, discussion, a “eircle " was formed, thirtecn
persons of both sexes sitting round a table, witl palms spread and
fingers touching, After the lapse of perhaps twenty minutes Mr
Stead declared that the table » tilted.”  About this some differcd,
and a * private circle " was formed, which mueets every weck., 1t is
stated that several spiritual manifestations have appeared to them,
On the 3rd instant an essay was read by “ Echo,” subject, " Man
as compared with animals.”  On the roth instant J. Henry, Lisq.,
of the National Secular Society, London, delivered a very able
and interesting lecture on ' Jesus aud Lis teachings,” when the
Hall was again well filled. “Ivo " had a good house at the
Theatre Royal on the the following Sunday, subject, “ Charles
Bradlaugh, Lsa,, M.P." On RMonday last * Ivo " delivered in our
Hall several recitations from Laglish and American puets, but the
attendance was not so large as was anticipated,  On Sunday nest,
zqth instant, T, Chantry Harris, Esa,, elditor of the N.Z, * Times,
delivers another lecture in our Hall on Spiritualism, and we expect
Lo have a very large atlendance,

Yours {ruly.
ALFRED T, JanpiNe,
Hon, Sce.

CANTLERDURY FREETHOUGIIT ASSOCIA.
TION.

M W, Pratt, President and Corresponding Seerctary
of the above Association, has forwarded his report for
the past month, as follows ' —

Since my last report we have had the benelit of “Ivo’s ™ able
assistance, which has attracted large audicnces o our Sunday
cvening meotings.  Flis subjects  have Leen o Jesus amd the
Fropheis,'”* Sceplicism,” and * David,” in the order named, and
last Sunday {roth) miscellancous readings,  Liuving his visit he
also gave two lectures on week days at the Frecthonght Fall—on
the 23vd January upon * Christianity,” and on the 13th inst, upon
Chas. Dradlangh.  The hberality of the Wellington, AWanganui,
and Nelson Press in their reporis of his previons lectures, is iu
marked contrast to the meagre notices which have appeared intie
Christehurch papers.

A Lieutenant Lowry, of ILAL ship Lspicgle, hins displayed a
good deal of cuergy at religious and temperanee mectings since the
ship hasbeen enthis coast.  On Sunday, the 1eth fnst,, he attended
our ¢hildren's Lyceum, and having obtained permission to rclale

an incident of his own life, used it as a vehicle for launching out
upoen the horrors of an eternal hell, and the merits of the blood of
Jesus; but here he was guickly invited to desist, and informed that
our object in establishing the Lyceum was to preserve the minds
of the children from such fables and delusicas.  As the incident
was silently ignored in the Secretary’s published report, a reverend
gentleman, doubtless disappointed that the wolf had not been
allowed to make free havoc with the minds of the tender lambs,
characterised the report as a * Jesuitical " atiempt to make the
Licutenant pose as a Freethinker, evidently forgetting that the
Jesuits are regarded as eminently religious, and their practices
sanctioned by the highest Christian authorities,

The success which has attended the ordinary Sunday School
teaching is lamentably apparent in the removal of the head.quarters
of the Salvation Army to Clristchurch, The officers”™ have
evidently found the Duncdinites too cute to ' shell out” to the
cxtent desired for their * blood and fire” doctrines, and have
discovered that here is a fine ficld of specially preparcd material
te work upon, and the poor deluded victims, tortured in mind and
cajeled cut of their small means, yielding unresistingly to the
sulphurous stupefaction, and become daneing, howling puppets in
the hands of the wire-pullers,

The Committee of this Assoeiation have had under consideration
a cireular from the Dunedin Freethought Association i Federation,
and, while recoguising the advantages of combined action, consider
that time should be allowed for the Associations only recently
organised to become firmly established, before entering upon wider
fields of action. )

To-morrow Sunday, 17th, our secand Pic-nic takes place, and we
confidently expect it will be as great a success as last year, but as
it is yet in embryo, T must leave further reference to my successor
who will write the next repert, as I am about torevisit Europe after
a continuous residence 1 New Zealand of forty-one years.

Yours truly,
Wi, PraTr
President and Corresponding Secretary of the C. T, A,

WANGANUI FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The Secretary has forwarded us the following
particulars :—

Wanganui, February 25th, 1534,

Str,—In respend to an invitation from the Dunedin [Preethought
Aszociation to send delegates to a Confierence to be held at Dundin
on the 1oth March next, the Wanganui Freethought Association
decided to appoint 3Mr Charles Bright and Mr A D. Wiilis to
represent their interests at the Conference. Doth gentlemen have
signified their willingness to attend, and we are to be congratulated
ou securing the services of earnest and able representatives, The
helding of a Conference will be looked farward to with great
interest by those in the ranks of Frecthought; and those without
will see tnat herterodox opinions are supported to a very much
larger extent than they now dream of.

Or Sunday last our talented and welcome friend, Mrs Moore,
gave a lecture on Spiritualism, which was very well attended. The
lecturer, as formerly, handled the subject with considerable ability,
strengly  advocating all sceptical as  regards Spiritpalism  te
investigate the subject. Mrs AMoore, being a Materialist before
cmbracing Spiriinalism, urged several very strong points against
Materialism.  All of them, however, were answercd by difierent
members of the Associion, A\ very pieasant cvening was spent,
arcl I feel convinea:d every member of our Associativn would be
ouly 100 glad to welceme 3Mrs Moeore on future occasions,

Great ereddit s dae o MrKing for providing us with such excellent
music. I am sure the musical part of ouwr programme has never
been execlled in New Zealand.

Yours faithtully,
J. ] Brexrens,
Secretary, WAL

The Auckland reethought Association now has 114
mwembers on its roll.

“On thinking the matter over, this theory scoms so
consonant with reason, that one fecls ashamed of having
suspected many excellent persons of being moved by
mere malice and viciousness of temper to call otlor
folks atheists when, after all, they have been obeying
a purcly intellectual sensc of fitness,  1f the Jew says,
that the Deity is absolute unity, and that it 1s shoer
blasphemy te say that He ever hecame incarnate in the
person of aoman; and, il the Trinitarian says, thad the
Deity is numerically three as well as numerically one,
and that 1t 1z sheer blusphiciny (o say that e did not
50 beecome incarnate, it is obvious enough that cach
must be logically held to deny the existence of the
other's Deity, Therelove, that ench bas a scientific
right to call the othev an atheist; and thatif herefrains,
it 1s only on the ground of decency and good manners,
which shonld restrain an henourable man from cmn-
ploying  cven scientifically  justiiable language, if
custont has given it an abusive connotation."—HUxLEY.
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Aotes & Quertes.

ANSWERS.

PAGANISM.

In reference to ¢ Querics 7 in the January number of
the Fresrtaovcutr Review, | will answer them briefly.
‘No. 1.: *“What was Julian the *Apostate’s’ true
objeét in attempting to restore Paganism? Does he
descrve the opprobrious title ?” No.  The charadter
of this great IZmperor has been the object of various
and contradi@ory judgments, according to the religious
or political spirit of the various writers. Letus takea
common sense view of his character. 1His father,
Constautiug, a.n. 353, favoured the Arian Church—
called a heretical seét—who taught that Jesus Christ
was not ¢ very God of very God,” but persccuted what
were then ealled the Orthodox—the Nicmans—for their
dogmas (sce the Nicene creed).  Julian, his suceessor,
was taught the Scriptures. His father intended him
for a priest of the Arian religion, but he had no
inclination for that profession, and at a very carly age
abandoned the various doctrines of Dbeliel called
Christian, who were then fighting with each other for
the ascendancy. When proclaimed Fauperor in
December, a.p. 361, he reformed the pomp and
prodigality of the household, issued several wise edicts,
correéted many abuses, instituted a court of enquiry to
investigate the conduct of those who had abused their
influence under the preceding reign.  He then openly
professed the old religion of Rome, sacrificed as high
priest to the gods, ordercd the former * heathen”
temples to be re-built.  This was a signal for a fearful
readtion  against Avians and  Nicenes. TIrightful
persecution arose against them. IBeth the Emperor
and the pecple found that the court and the nation
under the old religion had deprecated immorality, that
the masses were then comparatively happy and free,
and that justice was dispensed. Thesc were denied
them under the reign of Arians and Nicenes, but Julian
restrained and punished the persecutors,  But because
this great persecution happened in his reign—and he
was admitted to be a sceptic—hence the nickname of
the © Apostate — a foolish name, indeed, as he never
had changed his views, or pretended to teach anything
else than hatred to the persecutions that emanated
fron: the bosom of the early Christian Church, Ile
died on the 26th June, 3063, in perfect calmness and
composure, surrounded by his friends, conversing on
philosophical subjects, expressing his satisfadtion at
his own past conduct. A writer says:—* He had
many brilliant and amiable qualities.  His morals were
pure and even austere,”—A,

AMASONRY, WHEN FOUNDED.

No. 3a: “When was the first Grand Lodge of |

Masons founded ?"  In the commencement of the 14th
century, when TPope Clement V. and Philip le Bel,
King of Yrance, abolished the order of Templars.
Many of them organised a sceret society—first called
in Scotland by the absurd name of Freemasons—said
to be an organisation vowing lmplacable hatred and
eternal vengeance against papacy and royalty.—A.

LEGLENDARY ROMIL

No. 5: “About what date does the history of Ancient
Rome begin, as distinguished from the legendary or
pre-historic period 27 Roma (IRome) was founded b.c.
253 legendary) by Romulus,  Iis deathis recorded as
marvellous, as was his birth.  Whilst reviewing his
people, he was taken up by his reputed {ather, Mars,
and carried into Heaven, but he scon afterwards
appeared as a glorified hero to Proculus Julius, and bade
him inform his people that he would watclr overthem as
the god Quirinus.  Period 1, from the building of the
city to the establishment of the Republic from 753—
510 n.c. Period 2, from the establishmient of the
Lepublic to the Dictatorship of Sulla 510—82 noC.
Period 3, from the constitution of Sulla to Augustus,
82—30 n.c. Period 4, the Empire to its dowfall, 30
mc—i476 an. It will be scen that any account of
Iote previous to 753 v.e, must be lengendary s that at

about that time, which includes the legendary account
of Romulus and Remus, cannot be accepted as history.
From that time till 510 B.c., history and legend are
mixed up, but from 510 B.C. till the present date
authentic history can be found.—Ac~osTic.

DEFINITION OF GRAVITY.

In answer to No. 2, in your journal No. 5, * What
is the best definition of gravity 7" The act of matter
“falling " to the earth, or the act of onc body being
attracted towards another. Whether on this earth, or
other earth, or all other earths, drawn towards, or
attracted to, one another, would define the word
gravity, DBut I do not think this is the querist's trouble ;
It secms to me he, like others, sees the effect and wishes
to know the cause! No doubt he knows that matter
does not “ fall " to the carth, for if the earth was small
enough 1t would “rise” to a larger body; they would
be attracted to each other. Matter at a distance over
Loudon would secemingly fall there, but while deing so
it would rise to us, so that rising and falling are only
names, scemingly opposite, but both expressing the
same act. Gravitation or attraction 15 an inherent
principle pervading all matter in the universc so far as
our telescopes can reach, and by analogy te all matter
contained 1in the cternity of space—the repulsion of
magnetism of the same quality, or the repulsion of
various bodies in the chemist's luboratory need not be
mentioned here.  What attraction or gravity is
(cohesive or other) life, electricity, or other mysteries
are, are Deyoud the ken of man and are likely to
remain so, We know that the magnetic atmospheres
surrounding the North and Scuth poles of the earth
extend as far as the equator, and there, as in other
parts of the earth’s surface, attracts the atmospheres of
the mariner's compass, repelling one and attracting
the other pole, foreing it into the magnetic meridian,
drawing and repelling in herizontal lines ; but whether
the vertical or radiant lines emanating from the ecarth
or other earths cor suns meet each other half way,
embracing ecach other there, and coutinuing the
embrace until the bodies themseclves were umted—
which they are sure to be if not coerced by some
other power-—1s not known. When I use the word
atmosphere querist will observe it 1s not the matter we
breathe that I allude to, but somiething more akin to
the ether which pervades all space; the atmosphere
that surrounds all matter of various gualities, extending
indefinitely in all directions, but attenuated in the
distance.  For instance, the wvarious atmospheres
surrounding iron, copper, lead, flowers, bread, &c,
arc distinguished by the smell. A grain of musk will
fill & room with its atmosphere for many years, should
it contain thousands of cubic feet of space, without
sensibly dinnnishing its weight. The earth's atinosphere
extends into all space; other atmospleres do the
same. If there they unite, and continue the embrace
till their principals meet, we arc as much in the
dark as ever as to the cause of gravity. The next
question naturally arises, Why do they unite ’—and so
on, Querist will observe that the entire mass of the
earth together constitutes the attracting power to
ancther body. There are some parts of the carth
where attraction varies. Ior instance, there is no
attraction whatever at the earth's centre; but having
regard to the editor's space I must stop here.—Yours
respectfully, An Agvostic.  Greymouth, Feb., 1884,

AMr. Emerson wrote to a friend in 1829 :—* 1 suppose
that prosperity is always dangerous, especially for the
very young. In college I used to echo an c¢jaculation
of my wise aunt: *Oh,! Dlessed, blessed poverty !
when 1 saw young men of fine capabilities, whose only
and fatal disadvantage was their wealth,”

Mr. Cress has almost finished the * Life of George
Eliot,” and it will be published by Messrs. Blackwood
early this year. The work will contain a great deal of
correspondence of the very highest interest,  Mr. Cross
has luckily been able to recover almost the whole of his
wife's letters, among them being a serics extending over
\ several years, written to some of the friends of her
\ younger days.
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NAMES OF FREETHINKERSIN THE CALENDAR
FOR MARCH.

. Thnrsday.—Joha Badby, hurued, 1409,

- Saturday—William Kingdom Clifford, died, 1879,

. Thursday —Treret, dicd, 1749,

- Priday—William Cobbett, hovn, 1762,

S OR Ly e

10, Saturday—Joseph Mazzini, died, 1872.

11, Sanday—J. Toland, died, 1722,

13, Tuesday—Tr. Priestly, horn, 1733, 7

15. Thuersday 13, . Eaton, impreisoned for publishing *¢ Aye
of Reason,” 1512,

17. Saturday.—Madame Roland, born, 1754,

18, Sunday.—B. Leggatt, hurnt, 161:.¢

ol

22, Thursday .-—T. Campanella, died, 1639,
24, Baturday. --Hébert, guillotined, 1794,
28. Wednesday. —Condoreet, died, 1704,
31, Saturday.—BPescartes, born, 1596.
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10 CORLESPONDENTxS.

Reccived ¢ The Kansas Lucifer,” ¢ Labor,’ ©syducy Liberal,’
il The Desten Investigator.”

Heocived too late for jusertion in our present issue—¢ Fiat Lux,”
aml Neport of Nelson Association,

LB —Thanks for reports, Condensed account of the montl’s
proceedings will be weleomnie,

Anrers.—Vou will find a quantity of evidence
gluir\'oyﬂuue in Dr Carpenter’s work en ¢ Mesmerism, Spiritualism,

.

Steas, —The ““funny man ” who tries to e witby at the cxpense
of Freethinkers decs not deserve your serions consideration. 15
you only knew his motives and methods you might ity him,

A correspondent writes us from Gisborne in reference to a
former notiwe, and states that the Freethinkers there suhseribe
Lihicrally to Freethought fiterature. We must have heen misinformer.
Might we sugeest to our friewd that the Dest evidence of the
sineerity of Precthinkersis their organisation and Licariy co-operation
it the wovenent.

We have reeeived an inferesting eenmunication from o small
cendre not ) niites Froin Wanganui 1o the effect that there are only
two avowed Freethinkers in the place, and that one of them is
Churchwardow, IF he is the people’s Warden it speaks well for the
progressiveness of he people, 1 the Parsor’s, well, we don’t know
very well what 1o think. Tt may indicate the Lreadth of the
Parsow's sympathics, wd Lis approach to ¢ Civilised Cluistianity,”

on the subject of |

Beceived : “The Clureh in the Honse '—a new weekly journal,
prizted in Duncdin Ly My Jehn Mackay, and edited by the Rev.
Wm, Carey.  Owr young coutemporary seems of the usual orthodos
type, and though weare ** wide as the poles asunder,” we wish him
bon voyuge so long as he tries to cultivate a spirit of charity and
truthfulness.

ﬁhc Cg?;‘*‘l;ceﬂgnnglgt

WANGANUIL, N.Z., MARCH 1, 138.4.

THEOLOGY AND POSITIVE SCIENCE,

Contr's great gencralisation—that each branch of our
knowledge passes suceessively through three different
theoretical conditions, the Theological or fictitious,
the Metaphysical or abstract, and the Scientihe or
positive—throws a flood of light upon the whele course
of the lustory ef opinion, This “lawof the three stages,”’
as it is usuvally called, is deducad from the fact that
mankind has atuaily thought in the manner thus
indicated. and from: considering the mode in which the
human mind 1s compelled o act by its constitution and
its relation to the universe. 1t is confirmed by
observing what takes place in the case of each
individual.  Lvery man is «“a theologian in his
“childhood, a metaphysician in his youth, and a
“natural philosopher in his manhood™ No  doubt
this statement must be taken broadly. Dotl in the
race and in the man cach of the “ three stages ” may
co-exist in relation to seme ideas, and it is rare Lo find
anyone wio regards all phenomena from the scientific
standpoint.  Cnly a slow and very gradual process of
evolution can bring this about, but the tendency s
obvious enough.  Tu owr time it is admitted that all
real knowledue must be based en fadt, bat it is equally
true that solated facts are almoest useless. Woe ecan
hardly perceive and remember them, much less follow
any tram of reasoning about them, without the guidauce
of some theory. In the ordinary pradlical afaivs of
life we may not perceive the operation of this mental
law, bat it is there, nevertheless, embodied in habit, in
the gramalicid forms and organie structure of language,
and in the simplest process of inference.  *This
“necessity of observing fa@s o order to form a theory,
“and having a theory in order to observe fadts,” is, a3
Comte peints out, ©the fandamental reason for the
“ theological charadter of the primitive philosephy.”
Hisonly gradually that the real relations of phenomena
to cach other can be worked out, bnt their real or
supposed relation to man's wanls or wishes seemed
self-evident. Mowever little primitive man knew of
that vast world of sky and mountain, flood and forest,
in which he fouad himself, he atIeast knew, or thought
he knew, that he was the most important being in it,
It is our emotions, not cur reason, which impel 1o
action, and as beliel always Tas i its ultimate analysis
a reference to adtion, it s casy 1o sce why man, in the
infancy of our race, was so ready io transfer his own
attributes to suwrronnding objedis.  What is poctry to
us was reality to hinr. Beginning with © Tetichism,”
he conceived all he saw to be animated like himself,
but in different degrees. The conceplion of supernatural
intelligerces  separate from the things they were
supposed to control, was a later development. The
two ideas may still he traced even in classical Hierature.
Thus Ovid, deseribing the mode in which Chaos, a
“rude and undigested mass,” was arranged by © God
“and bounteous Nature,” refers to the sun as a Titan
andd to the sea as Amphitrite.  IIume, in lis
“ Natural Iistory of Roligien,” is substantially in
complete accord with oue of the latest writers on this
subject, Dr. I8 B Tylor, the well-knowu Athropologist,
In short, 1t 1s only those who have not studied the
question who can find any difficulty in tracing the
origin of behef in the supernatural to'its source, not in
the knowledge, but in the ignorance of mankind.
This being the case, it is clear that all such boliefs
ouzht to have but very litile weight as evideuce ol
their truth. An increasing perception of the unity of
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nature has produced Monatheism from Polytheism, but
noble as the completed struéture may appear, and
great as has been its soctal, and even scientific utility,
we cannot shut our eyes to the tnherent weakness of
the materials of which it is composed. Like Russian
ice-palaces, it has lasted during the long night of
superstition, but must graduoally melt away in the
bright sunshine of modern science. At best, we have
but an hypothesis to deal with., A personal God may
exist so long as persenality does not imply anything
contrary Lo cxperience, hut the mere power to imagine
such a being is no proof whatever of his cxistence,
Indeed, a praposition incapable of preof may be
logically regarded as false, so that, like any other
assumption, its truth can ouly be decided by an appeal
to evidence and reason. As for the metaphysical g
priori arguments for the existence of God, they
invariably break down at the point where it is essential
to their validity that relative knowledge should become
ahsolute. Kant no less than Hume perceived this
distinctly, and evaded the difficulty by an appeal to
the < Practicn]l Reason,” which really meant very much
what theologians mean when they tell us that without
a God conscience and morality are delusions.  To this
the doctrine of evolution furnishes a subficient reply.
Morality and conscicnce are growths of the social
organism, and Humanity furnishes that ideal which
theology secks for in a divine person.  There remains,
then, the well-known argument from design, which,
though scientific in character, is weal i logical force.
It rests upon that imperfect indodétion known as
analogy, and in any casc reaches but a very little way
towards rendering the existence of the kind of Deity
which theology postulates, in the shghtest degree
probable.  The theory of final causes really implies an
anthropomeorphic God, and such a being cannet be
inferred from the order of the universe. Instead of
design modern  science  sces only  correspondence
between an organism and its mediun.  Contrivance
presupposes fixed laws; given the air and mechanical
powers, a man may construct a lymg machine, but given
a flymg bird, all we can say is that wings and the air
are necessary conditions of its existence.  Apart from
the relation of air and wings, there would be no bird
at all.  Similar reasoning applies to every portion of
the universe known to wus, including ocur own
consciousuess.  In short, the princple of relativity
applies, and excludes all knowledge of the absclute.
In accordance with the law of the ¢ three stages,” the
aradual recognition of this fadt is inevitable. DBut
when we have eliminated the changeful element of the
human imagination {rom nature, we are by no means
left, as the theologians tell us, “without chart or
compass”  for our guidauce through life. On the
contrary, “that power, not ourselves,” the knowledge
ot which is our highest wisdom, must become more
diceély regulative than ever. When it is no longer
thought possible that the arbitrary personality supposed
to rule the world can be propitiated by some quasi
magical process, sucly, eg., as the  Atonement,” men
will give more heed to the principles which should
guide individual and social Life before either can attain
its highest good. Science, moralised by devotion to
the interests of Humanity, though it may compel us to
abandon many clherished illusions, will relicve us from
many needless fears, and will furnish a far firmer basis
for morality than can be obtained by appealing to
“survivals " of a philesophy which has fulfilled its
mission.

Covvespondence.

A WORD TROM MR, BRAITIHWAITE,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

Sir,—In last Review you assert I changed my views since 1oth
November last, and quote in proof from the * Echo ' of that date,
wherein T said * Treethought is sure to succeed in the long run,
and that the unesseutials of orthodoxy must give way before the
ever advancing tide of an educated public opinion.”  Why should
I refer to the “ wnpessantinls of orthodoxy™ if I did not hold
the same opinions then as now?  Any impartial person can see
that myletter resigning the Dunedim Freethought Association and my
rejoinder to Mr Stout arc quite in keeping with the above extract.

To confirm this T quote from my letter resigning the Association
thus :—*T do not doubt that when the Church finds that what I
conceiva to be the nnessentinls of religion—as related to the present
aze —hnve almost lost their inflnence, like the beliet in a * material
hell five” alinost has, that she will either let them go or modify them
in accordance with the spirit of the age, and be all the stronger for
it.” You also seem to think I'recthought inseparable from
Treethought Associations, T never thought this.  Freethought
belongs to humanity, not to any special organisation.  And you
overlooked the fact that In the * valedictory address” vou quoted
from I wrote that @ that much misunderstood subject, Spiritnalism,
would form a portion of the e:ditorial policy ™ of the new ' Xcho!
To me New ‘Testament Christianity awd  Spirltnalism rightly
understood are the same, the proof of which T am eontent to leave
in the hands of Scicnce. So much for my ** change of opinions
regarding the future of Freethought since the 1oth November,
1553."

‘The President of the Christchurch Treethonght Asssciation, Mr
Wm, Pratt, not only misses the dnift of my letter resigning the
Dunedin I'reethought Association and knecks down arguments of
his own invention, but makes me say that “the mere richt to
think for one's self is not only of no value hut absclutely powerless
of good.” T never used such words. They are oppesed to the
_whole tenor of my letter. Besides, Mr Pratt acted mast nnfairly
in placing the words, the mere right to think for one's self,”
between inverted commas (as if quoting from my letter), coupling
them with “ is not enly of no possible value,” &, thus fathering an
absurdity upon me. I fail to sce that misrepresenting others
serves the cause of truth., Mr Pratt thinks I “hold opinions
more in harmony with the Romish Church than a Irecthought
Association.”  How is this when the concluding part of my
resignation says @ Ishall ever be found standing up for civil and
religions liberty and the completest toleration one to another !
Perhaps you and Mr Pratt think neither liberty, toleration, nor
frecthought can exist outside of a Freethought Assvciation. I
think difterently.  Yet there is no neced to fall out because of this,
3y main contention, which neither Mr Stout nor Mr Pratt touches,
was and is, that those who firmly believe in God and a future state
cannot work effectively in religious matters with those who do not,
and the fact that the Secular and Ireethought Assouiations
everywhere are, with rarc exceptions, composed of the latter, and
that the two parties have had to organise separatcly in America,
Lngland, and Australia, proves what I say.

I am, yeurs faithfully,

JosEPi BrarTawaITE,
Dunedin, February z21st, 1584,

{Theresourcas of Etymology are in this instance only available to
support a mental reservation, ' Ireethought ™ or  Spiritualism ™
no more represents Christianity than docs Buddhism.  We never
implied in the faintest way that Freethought was inseparable from
Fresthonght Asscciations. As Mr Braithwaite believes in the
Iiesurrection, the reference to the '* unessentials of orthodoxy 7 is
obscure. Used in a Christian scnse by one representing himself
as a I'reethinker, the phrasc was deceptive—Ed.)

alse Claims : An address delivered before the New York
Freethinkers' Associntion, st Rochester, New Yok,

September lst, 1333, by John B, Remsburg, New
York : Truth Seeker Oflice,
Lectures, briliant, logical, and convincing, arc

delivered from  time to time in
Preethought, but the address under notice surpasses
all we remember having seen, in its statistical range
and the comprehensiveness with which it notices the
salient features of Christianity. The address abounds
in facts, figures, suggestions and  deductions, and
is an  excellent  summary  of the arguments
acainst  the Christian  system.  We  select  one
passage as an illustration of the vigour of the style:
“The Evolution theory is promulgated. A million
priests array themselves against it, Trom nearly
every  pulpit comes the cry of *Darwin’ and
¢ Monkey,” accompanied by an idiotic sncer that
mere than half reveals the ‘missing link.” DBut
Lvolution triumphs. To-day the theory is accepted
by every eminent scholar and scientist throughout the
world. The Church has again been vanquished, and
now her representatives are coming forward and
declaring that henceforth Christianity and Evolution
can dwell lovingly together. With what easc this
theological baby swallows an unpalatable truth when
powerless in the nurse’s arms, unable to thrust the
spoon from her mouth! In less than twenty years the
Church will be claiming Darwin, Spencer, Huxley,
Hacckel, and Walluce as Christians, and poinling to
their work as a monument of Christian civilization.”
For all purposes of ordinary controversy on the subject
of Ireethought and Christianity, “False Claims 7 13 a
perfect armoury of weapons of attack,

the  interest of
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I sing the Hynn of thie Cotprered, who fell in the hattle of life—

The hynm of the wounded, the Besten, who died overwhelowl in
in the stvife

Not the jabilant sang of the vietors, for wliom the resoundiug e Taim

OF neations was lifted 0 choris, wlhese brows wore the chaplet of
fame—

Lut the hyne of the Tow coed the lueeDle, the weary, the broken in
heeyt,

Who strove and whe faleld, aeting
pavt :

Whase vouth Tuve nu tlower on its Teanchics, whose hopes nvmed
1 ashes nway,

From whese hands slipped the prize they Towl srasped at, who stood
at the dying of day

With the werk of theiv e all aronnd then, unpitied, wnhecdad,
nlone,

With death sweeping down v'er their failure, and all but their faith
uverthrown,

bravely a silent and desperate

While the volve of the world shouts its chorus, the piean fur those
who have won-—

While the trumpet i+ sounding trinmphaet, and high to the breeze
awd the =un

Ceay bunners are waving, hauds clapping, wal nrying fect

Threngiing after the fagrel-crowned victors -1 stand on the fieli of
defect

[n &he shadow "mongst those

dying—and there

Chant a requies Jow, place my Land on thele paii-huotted brows,
bresthe a praver,

Holil the Land that is helpless, and whisper, They only the victry
win

Who have fought the goml Agiit amd have vangnishal the demon
that Ty us within ;

Wlho have hield to their faith unscdueed by the prize that the world
Tl on lideh e

Whe have dared foy o high cauwse to sutier, vesist, Hght—if need be,
tu die,

wlho are fallen, aund weunded, aud

Speals, Dristory @ who are Iie's victors
say---

Are they those whom the worlil callud fhe vietors, why won the
sicerss ol aodny 7

The Martrys, ov Nevo s the =navtatsowho ol at Theinepylics frvst,

Or the Perslans anl Nevxes v His Judy Pila
Clivisgy

Uurell thy lTong anuals amd

ar Nouriies

g
,

S Bached s Moy 1

WIIY EVLE DID NOT KEEDL A GIKL,

A Lady writer furnishes sonae of tie reasons why
Lve did not keep @ hired givl, She sava: - There has
been o great deai sadd abont the faaits of women, wal
they need so wmuch walting oo Sonwe oug o man of
coursel hes the presumption (o ask-—whyv, when Eve
; ' el
made 1o wait upoen her A
brivht writer hoas said, tever came whining (o
Lve with a ragzed steckine to e davnad, huttons o be
sewaed on, goves o be meneded s right awiy—quick
—nrow!" DBueause Tie never road Whe newspapers il
the sun gt down behind the padin wrees, and he
stretching himscll, vawieD o Tan't supper rendy,
nyydear?” Nother e mnde the fre and hine the
Lkedtle uver in hiself ventwre, ned palled the
ricdisnes, pocle aome ated Al evervthing clse
he curit o de cocows, fed thic elivkang,

was manulalured of o spare b, o servant e

She dain't need

(SN

el

PR i

1
we

W b

allosd (b

amd loeked alter the pigs himselt wnd never bronght
Lall o phiemds o dinner whon Eve Dula't any
fresh pon o nover saved ontill 1t o'elock
al i scedel Becnise poor Fave was

st up ad ervin Side the wates, He never Toafied
arowned the corter crocerios whiie Eyve was at home
roclans citde Cain's enolles e did not eall Fyve un
from the ceilar (o goet Dis slippers wnd put tiem in the
cornter whoie e loft then, Not e When hie taok
them ofl e put them under the biz fe tree besides his
Sumday boots, T shorts e Jid not ink she was
cspoectadly ereated (o watt on himg and he wasn't andder
thie trnpres=ion that it degraded aman {o lighiten owife's
cares o litle, That's the reason Dve did not need a
hirved girly D with 1wis the reason her descendants

did.

ey v ever thindo whadt r
the rohe of AWeatininsier's

Noew bt Pve wmactine
woulldo o he bl mine”

vou wouid do 07 von had
Vilhice pasior
vwondored whot the Duke

PnCone
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A PIHLOSOPHICAL CREED.

I believe in the cxistence of a universe of suns and
plancts, minong which there is one sun belonging to cur
planctary system; and that other suns, being more
remote, ave galled stars, hat that they are indeed suns
to other planclary systems. [ believe that the whole
universe 15 Nature, and that the word Nature embraces
the whole universe, and that God and Nature, so far as
we can atlich any rational idea to cither, are perfedily
svnonyrous terms. Henee T am not an Athedst, buta
Pantheist; that is, instead of believing that there is no
God, I heliove that in the abstract all is God @ and that
all power thal 1=, is In God, and that there is no power
except that which proceeds from God. 1 believe that
there can be no will or intelligence where there is no
senise, and no sense where there are no organs of sensc;
and Lienee sense, will, and Intelligence, 1s the effedt, and
not the cause, of organization. 1 believe in all that
logically results from these premises, whether good,
bad, or mditfcrent,  IHence, I believe that God is all
i oty and that 1t 18 jn God we live, move, and have
our being: and that the whoele duty of man consists in
liviog os long as he can, and in prometing as much
Lappiness as he can while he lives,

ApvER KNEELAND.
Woeitton ar Flebron, ¢ NJ4L) AFay, 28 1833,

OUESTIONS T'OI CHRISTIANS.

T—1f God created an endless hell before he created
man, did he know there would be any use for it ?

2—If God lnew there would be any use for an endless
Lell, must Lie not have created some men {or endless
misery ?

3-—1f God ereated an endless hell, was it included in
the works which he pronounced very good ?

1--1fthere be av endless hedl, and it was not made
Lefore creation, when was it made?
-3~ taere be a personal Devil, who made him, and
for what purpose was e made ?

G—Can there be any such thing as sin in heaven ?

7 - Hthere was sinin heaven, and angels were cast
oul, by there not be sin in heaven agam, and may
rot the present inhabitants be cast out ?

S—-A\s s possosses temptation of some sort, who
tempied o holy angel to sin ?

g an angel could sin without a devil to tempt
b muy we not sin without a devil to tempt us?

1o —ITa hely angel was tempted by surrounding evil,
is hicnven a haly place ?

Li——Ifan avgel was tempred by evil passions, could
he have been hoiy ?

ta—It an angel beeane a devil by sinning,

was
Adam’s the original sin ? :

COMAION SLENSE IN MARRIAGLE.

I vouwmust marry, let connmen sense have a show in
de trunsackshnn, Doan’ go off vour feet hekase you
reeck @ gt who can sing like a robin, smile like a rose,
an’ iump ol a sireel kvar widout bederin de driver 1o
stope A owie wil have el Lo do besides singtn’ and
cultivatin® dimples. 1f you am gywne to marry, ax
verselves Bow fur 1o dollars per week will go when
divided up for clothes an’ purvishuns, @' house rent
an’ feel wn® incudentals, efo vou fall in love wid a
gal who looks oo sweet fur anythin' in a red plush
sacque, kinder figger on how many such duds your
income would afford here Befo' you am all broke up
obea a gal who plavs de plaaner, taiks French, paints
landseapes, an' reads poctry, jist sit down an’ figger
wlho am to cook your meat an’ taters, patch yer cloze,
darn yer socks, and help yer make 12 dol. buy 13 dol,
worth of things,  Defo’ youlet a pa'r o lashin eyes ap!
acunnin’ dimple captivate ye, look aroun” a liftle any'
see if de owner has got a temper like a wildeat.  Mar-
viage mm- alotery, snuply bekase people take cach
odder unsight an’ unscan—Dereoir Paer Press,
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Science Jlotes.

Profussor John Collett believes that the mastodon
was alive in North Merica much more recently than
naturalists commonly suppose. Thirty skeletons have
heen discovered in the marshes of Indiana alone ; and
one skelelen was found imbedded in wet peat of a
recent formation. It is slated that in some cases the
large bones contained marrow, which the bog cutlers
extracted and uscd as grease for their boots,

Al Paul Bert has recently communicated to the
Academy of Scivnces the results of his experiments in
anresthetics. e inds that the fatal dose 1s, curiously,
just deuble that which s sufficient to produce
insensibility,  Tle calls the interval between these
points the working zone, and states that an animal
which has been made to breathe a mixture of the
anwsthetic which is abont the middle of the zonce is
quickly avmsthetised.  The swoiking zone is often
narrow—Jlor instances, cight grammes of chloroform
failed to render a dog insensible, while twenty gramines
Lills,  IEther, ML Bert finds, 18 much less dangerous;
and  protoxule of mitrogen has a more extensive
working zone than any of the other anwsthetics tried.

A German wmiedical paper gives an account of a
series  of observations by Professor  Gerhawdt, of
Warrburg, on the liabibily of pheasants, pigeons,
twrkeys, domestic fowls,  &e., o the attack of
diphtheritis, and the possibility of diseminating that
discase by this means.  In 1851 some hundres of fowls
were sent from the neighbourhood of Verona to
Nessclhausen, in Baden, where there is a fowl-raising
establishment.  Some of these were affected with
diphtheritis before starting, and in the end nearly half
dicd 5 [ive cats canght the malady : and a parrot also
was invalided. A discased hen bita man's wrist, and
lie presently becamme ill, and had a most  tedicus
recovery.  Many of the workmen at Nesselhausen
caurht the disease, and in one case o man conveyed it
to his children,

When rain falls upon a dry soil and moistens it to
some deptl, this meistening actually warms both seil
and water, AL Stellwaag has recentdy made experunents
on varicus kinds of soils, and OHnds that a hwwoous
challey soil was raised as much as 13 degrees, and clay
gl degrdes by fvst finely puiverising them and then
moistening with water, Thus we ave justified in
assuming that the hght humous chalky soil which
covers the chalk downs of Iingland is, after dry
weather, raised about ro degrees by a smart shower of
vain.  This rise of temperature iz due to the adhesion
of the water to the surface of the solid.  Such
adhesion effects o certain degree of condensation, and
condensation in that as in other cases is allended with
evolution of the heat, The greater the surface exposed
the greater the eficet, and the pulverisation of course
increases such surface,

It is known that deal mutes can be taught fo gpeak
in 2 manner.  According te ML Hément, the individuals
go tanght have the peculiar aceent of their native
places  Since they canuet have acquired  this by
witation, being deaf, he sapposes that the fact
dicates organic conformations similar to those of
their parents: a new example of physical resemblance,
transmitted hereditarily, ML Blanchard (in the Trench
Academy) expressed doubts about this. Fhe hoarse,

netulbic, wuttwral sounds produced by persons deafl

fromt Livth, without modulidions or inilexions, seamed
to him to be beyond the characterisation of accents by
swhich human volees ave distinguished, The question,
as o whether the prescence or absence ol certain
articnlations, in the idioms of peoples, was connedled
with peeuliaritics of the phenctic apparatus, was (in his
opinion) quite uncertain, The probabilities of such
peculiaritios he was disposed to allirm some thoe since,
considering such facts as that the Chinese substilute ¢
for o in French or nghsh words (Lwope, or Amedicad,
bat he had since met o Chinaman, familiarised with
Froneh, who articulated the # distinetly.

It is often found that silkworm caterpillars come out
of the cgp at a time when, through bad weather, the
folinge of the mulberry has not reached its full
devclopment, and large numbers perish in consequence.
To mect this evil, a Milan engineer, S. Suzani, throws
the cggs into a lethargic state by application of a
temperature near zero. They may thus be kept an
indefinite time, awaiting the full development of
mulberry leaves, and a means is also atforded of
cqualising the results of years of rich and of poor
folinge.

TIIE DIBLE AND PROTESTANTISM,
Frois traly astonishing and bewildering, when we vead the
Lible, to think that any persen gifted with even an ordinary
amount of pereeption, could bolieve that hook to be the
word of God, If people would only take it as they should
on its werits like any other hook, vead it by the light of
rewson, if they ave truthful and honest people, they must
condenin it as boing of divine ovigin, 1 have read it through
from beginning to end several times, and of course, amongst
very much wickedness, and quantities of rubbish, we read
some high, true, good thoughts, but certainly not more so
thun can be vead at ntervals in the Bible of the Bralimin,
Buadhists, the followers of Coufucius, Malomet, d&e.  These
latter all teach as high a movad standavd, and some higher,
than does our Bible, for where onr Bible teaches goodness
it always holds out a vewurd, either in this world or in the
world to corne, whilst several of the others T have mentioned
teach goodness not for any reward, but bocinse it fs oo aess ;
purity hecause it is purity. In the Christian Bible we
cannot find any more prog/” of its divine origin than the
others can ofler. Then T say it is astonishing that anyone
can have the assuranes to still nsult human intelligenee by -
asserting that it is God's word to man.  The Protestants
seem  to be nwmking the greatest commotion against
Freethonght,  They try at times te be guite valiant.  This
is very ludicrous, when we remember that cven if they
could preve the Bible to be true, they huve no right to it,
If it were the word of God, every promise and blessing in
it means errses to the Protestant.  This Bible, whether it
be true or not, does net belong to the Protestants ; it was
stofen from the Romwan Catholies. I will endeavor to
explain what Tmean,  To begin witly, of eourse we must
cavetnlly bear this in mind, that if Jesus of Noziveth was
Grod, as all Christians believe snd teach, he must have been
jnfallible—all he did and suid nmst be taken as unerring
truth, You eannot love Him if vou doubt what Te sald,
and 8t Paul says, 1 Cor xvi 22, % If any man love not the
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha.”  That
1s, let him be vnder the curse of excommuniention. Now,
I deny that the Church of England is ¢he Church founded
Ly the Apostles of Jesus of Nozaveth, and of course if tle
Church of England is but an imitation, then its ofishoots,
Wesleyanism, Calvinism, Preshyterionisim, and all the
other isms must be false too. We read that Jesus very
clearly chooses twelve Apostles to preach to all nations, and
Lie gave them all power equal o his own.  You will read
of this in the 10tl: chapter of Mathew, 3rd clapter of
Mark, Gth chapter of Luke. In Jolin there is no acconni
of the choosing of the twelve Apostles, but in the 20
chapter, Jesus, after Lis death, issupposed to have appeared
to the disciples, and, among other things whiel: he spoke
to them, in the 20vd verse lie suid, ¢ Whosoever sins yeo
remit, they are remitted unto them, and whesoever sins ye
retain they ave vetained.”  Ilere you see Jesus gave all the
disciples power to forgive sins. In the 16th chapter of
Mathew, the 18th aad 10th verses, Jesus appoints Peter us
the head of the Chureh, for Lie said to him, * Thou wt
Peter, and upon #hds vock I will build my Churely, and the
gates of hell shall not prevuil against it, and I will give
unte thee the keys of the Kingdom of Ieaven; und
whatsoever thouw shalt bind on carth shall be bound in
heaven ; and whatseever thou shalt Joose on carth shall be
loosed in heaven”  If we Leliove the words of Jesus at all,
we must helicve that e made St Peter supreme ruler of
the Chureh, and of the Apostles. e did not say to all tha
Apostles, * Upon these roeis I will huild my Churelies.”
No; he very plainly, in the presence of the other Apost-lcs,
chose Petor (whose name in the Syvo-Chaldaie tongne means
vock).,  Peter was the rock on whom he would Luild hLis
Churel. One vock and one Chureh.  Jesus then evidently




founded but one Cliareh, which he was pleased to bhuild on
Peter, thovefore any Chureh that does nob reeognise Peter
s the fonndation-stone is not the Cliweeh of Clnist. This
is plin. In eonnecction with the keys of hicaven, it may be
stated, on the authovity of D Gibbons, that in the ancient
tlmes, and pavticularly awong the Hebrow people, keys
were an emblem of jurisdiction.  To say that o wan hud
received the koys of a eity was to say that he Dad been
appointed its Governor,  T6 mst be remembored that to
Peter alone, and to no other Apostle, Jesus galemnly said
he would give the keoys of licaven. Now, ay the frue
Clhurch must deseand from the free Aposiles, and as the
Churel of England, ov Protestantism, was not known until
about a.v. 1519, it scewms to me very plain that the Chuveh
of Rome s the one Chureh founded by Jesus.  The Roman
Catliolic Churclr has traditions proving its dircet descent
from 8t. Peter, and it has also an unbrolken sueeession of
Popes, St Peter heing the fivst Tope. Many Profestants

allow this to be so, among themn Dishop Short, an
Angliecan  listorian.  ITe  candidly admits that  © the

cxistence of the Church of England as a distinet body, aud
her final separation from Rome, may be dated from the
period of Henry VINIs divoree from his lawful wife,
Catharine of Arvagon.”  Teis o matter of connnon history
that the Pope would not aliow the divores of the (Juecn,
The licentions King then divoreed himself and kingdom
froni the spivitual supremaey of the Pope. Some Protes-
tants Lhave saad 1o “O0, ves: we helieve that e
Tloman Catliolic Chiurelr is the one founded by Peter; but
so many crrors had erept in, that the Uhaeh ln.klmo
idolatrous, and good, true men Tad to sepacate from it
Now, this shioulil sound ulml wmons to those who believe
m tl}{, Bible and the words of Jesus, for dud he not say,
“the gates of Aol slnll not u vevail against 16’ 1§
Chivistians belicve this, they must admit that it would he
~utterly tmpossible for the Chid: to fll anto crvor. In Be
Johu, xxi, 15 17, Jesus again makes Peter prominent
before the other Apostles, by repeatedly saying to him,
“ feed my lambs” * feed my %‘15-'-11.” [t i very evident
from this, that Jesus spoke of the Loals os representing the
flock or Chuarch; but by the sheep he meant the other
Apostles, and pricsts. To the Apostles he assiznmd the
power over the Churel, hut to Peter alone he gave absolute
coutrol over the Apostles as well as over the Chucl. An
ordinary reader of the New Testament woukl cevtainly
consider St. Paul as the }n'mnin(-ni. Apostle, yet he was not
one of the twelve.  Tn the Sth ehapler Aets, we find Saul
(afterwards St Paul) one of the most bitler and wonereiful
of the persceutors of the diseiples.  He was prosont, if not
assisting, ab the stening of Stephen, I faet e secird to
be something ke the Christinn representation of the devil,
¢ ooing about secking whom he may devour.”  When saul
wis converted and Jesus was sald to have spolen to Lin,
we see nowention of his being placed above Peter. Nojhe
must have acknowledosd) with the others, Peter as thaw
Head after Jesus. When was Christianity  fiest intro-
duccill into Encland, sl by whom ! No oue 1s quite sure
about it.  Howme say it cannot, at this distunce of thme, be
exaectly ascertained.  Euschius positively deelares thatl it
was by the Aposties and theie disciples ; Dishops Jewel woud
Stillinefleet, Di Cave, and others nsist that 1t was by St
Paul; and Barontus siates, cn the authority of anancient
manuseript in the Vaticom Libeavy, that the gospel
planted in Dritain by Simon Zelotes, the Apostle,
Joseph, of Arvimathen ; and that the Intter eame over A,
33, or about the twenty-fisst yenr of Tiberius, and died
this country. D Gibhous, i Roman Catliolic bishop, says
Lhat it was introdeeced by Bt Augustiue inlo FEoglawd, by
St Patriek inta Treland, aod Ly St Pelagius into Seotland ;
but whoever it was that brought the 1(]]"1011 of Jesus into
England he could only huve Lub o branch of the tree, of
which St. Peter and long Iine of Popes ave siill the trunk,
The true Church must boe Apostolicad, wmust always teach
the identical doctrines once delivered iy the Apostles, and
her ministers must derive their powers trom the Apostles
by an wninterrupted suceession, Nao Claorelr ean e the
frrae one whose doctrines dhiler from those of the Apostles,
or whose mehle to fraee, by an unbroken
clud, heir acdhooiiy toam Aposdolic sonree. The Cluocely,
suys St Dol “ hutlt upon the of the
Apostics,”  Bpl, i 200 Tlenee St sanl to the
“Though an angel from heaven preach a gospel
to you beside that which we Tave preached Lo you, Tt Bim
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be anathema” ((ml 1 R} Nob only ig it vequired that
ministers of the gospel should conform their teaching to
the dostrine of the Aposties, hut alse that they should be
ordained  and  commissioncd by the Apostles or their
legitimate suceessors. Even 8t Paul himself, who was
supposed o he miraculously called and mstmotvﬂ Ly God,

bad hands imposed on lim {Aels vill 203), lest (Il]lUl.‘a
should be tenpted Ly Lis example and  preach without
Apostolic warrant. Then, to  discover the Chureh of
Christ, we Lave to inguire---1st, whielh Chureh teaches in
theiv entivety those doctrines that were taught Ly the
Apostles; 2nd, whal ministers ean frace back, in an
unbroken chain, their mi\swion-n-y powers to the Apostles!
The Catliolie pricsts alone, snys T Gibhons, ean traee their
deseent from the A]>U~1}LS' tl:c Cat 10]1(, Charch alone
tenches the very doctrines taught by the Apostles,  Then
if the Bible is true «ff Protestants arve under the han
of excommunication, thelr inisters have no vight to
administer the saerament, no right to the office of teacher
anid guide (o the people, no vickt to the Bible itself, for
that book proves, it they believe it that outside the pale
of the Toman Catholic Chavell they ave  duthems
Maronathe ! Toman Cadholicisin is o reformed  Jewish
religion;  Uhwelh of  Englind  a reformed  Toman
Catholicisi ;- Pissenters geocrally reformed  Churel of
England.  Sowe people say that the Protestant velizion is
loss blood-thirsty than Roman Cathelivism, 1 d
think there

do not

5005 was 1ot a pin to choose between them
when eacl had power, History elearly shows this, I am
not o Lomun Catholic myvselt—never was, aind  never

+ * v J.
will be—hatl el s feeéde and always will e truth.

Byamd-bye whoen the more enlighted velicion, Spivitualizm,
Lag garned power, and 15 move onderstood, Protestants will
Le only tou glad to throw the Bible nonsense Lack on the
shoullers of the Rowman Catholies, Uhis preciows (7)) ook
in wy opinien was compiled from many other Looks -
pieee heve and prece t.h( e, facked ton“t.u_.l; e
doctored wid improved (o suit the times and ideas, by sone
precivis (2) monks,  Part of it 15 o history of the Jows—
all very well inits way, hut where the nensense eonies in
is when they want to foree it as the word of (o on
enlightensd winds. Tt las been wndergoing anvther
doctoring ladely, a8 though peeple ave stupid enonsh o
helicve that the true reveltion of God needed alteration mul
avvapgent ol e hawds of o The veed word of God,
aw scen in all Liis wondertul works, does not require mian's
interpretation ; it Jdoes not 1':-1;111'1'() Interference, translation,
&c. Dalir noas dilieslt to think that anvoue in this
enlightened TR centnry conl? Le blind (nou'~h to aceept
the Bable as Gods revelition when ony vy take
any word and twist ity meaning o sult s pUrpose
Thinl: of the wmany, very many, phases of religious opinions.
They arve all founded o the Bible s and in fruth eacl s
as wueh veality s the other, for 3f you seek yon way tid
averse whicl, properly inte rpreted; will allow you to do
coylicdng, 1 the end justiivs the meuns, Then as to
infaliible interpretation, the mioisters  of ench Churceh
(however muceh they may difler) are considered by their
fullowers to preach the frie gespel ) in fhet caeh considers
himselt an infaliible interpeeter of the word ;) vet all
Protestants deny the iufadlibility of ene man, the Pope of
ivome, while at the sane thne coch considers Tinmselt Lis
vwn Pope. I was rather amused Lo hear thad oo namber of
Protestant ministers had assembled undor the protecting
wings of a Cwtholie priest during a reeent lecture agninst

man

[‘methou“]w giverr by him in Wanganul, Tiow that
worthy man must have laughed in his sleeve at the

spectacie, when in his own heart he believed these ministers
of an Apostate ereed were Just as much, even wmore so,
under the Chureh'’s ban of execommunication than were the
open cleunpions of Freothought.

MM

Professor Tuxley recently delivered his fivst address
as President of the Royal Seciety. It was occupied
with 2 review of the scientific ! 11%101} of the yvear.
Perhaps the most remarkable passuve relates to My,
Gardiner's rescarches respecting  the  continuity  of
protoplasm through walis of vegetable cells, which
neans, says rofessor Tuxley, nothing Iess than an
d])l)l()d.(_]l to a demonstration of the (s&.cmldl unity of
plants and aninads,
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A TOMILY

“Work while it is yet day, for

shall worle"—Jrses or Nazagord,

In the ¢ Pall Alall Dudwet 7 of Nov, g, ,there s
a brief memoir of Meo Moody, the Revivabisi, aml
deseription of the new temporary tabenacle in wiieh
he and his parvtoer, Mr. Sankey, were performing {or
the cdification of North Londan, Tois perlians quite

AND A IIVMN,

the night coneih wi

CIL i nn

TR

unnecessary for me to state that T bave very lulde
sympathy with these American traders in Christio )
coetionalism.  Their existence 1s however a fact,

the mifluence which they have npon the middle znd
lower strata of Socicty 1s ancther fwct well worthy of
serious  consideration.  According  to the mcmolr
referred to, Mr. Moody began his carcer as a teacherin
Chicago, in which ¢ity he was doinge a good husiness in

the boct and shoe trade. TMis svmipaihices for the
young outcasts of socicly were awakened, and he
opened w sort of rageed schiool for the Street Arabs of

Chicago, and there can be no doubt that his lnbaurs in
that direction were productive of o Luge amount of
goad, It is asscerted that Napoleon th firss declared
that he was @by nature 1 Republican, bat evcanestances
made Bim an Fimperor.” The fore circuins
upon the charvactor nnd condhdr of e s & phensineno:

[N R R

with which most of us are familar, and T am oieeline |
1o belicve that Mr. Moody or Is by nature o
plilanthropist, ot cocumstances have mnde him o
Roevivalist Preacher. The I'L‘LlOJ'L from which 1 has:
quoted says s - MI’. Moody 15 oas unlike an fdedd
apostle as 1t s possibic for any man to he, FHeis stout
and thick set, with a broad chest, a 1.;111’_\' face, the
beard grizzling shightlv. Tlis mannor s brusque. lils
voice harsh, his ~delivery  drregular and s v
unimpre T The writer states thal the D '4'
accommaodated the vast nwmber of fAve thousand

persons— 1 put 1t words so as ta avond the posabiliiy
of mistake  and after expressing ]*u: astonishieent et
so liree oo munber shourd come © throush furr anud 1..1\1

mto a bleak wndnisty hall te listen to such a disconrse,
he  savs- s Irom overy point of view oxeop the
supreme one ol cileet upot the audience.s M, Moody's
renarks were avost disappointing, Abke inosivie,
nuanner, watter, there wiss nothing i thon superior o
whict might be heand noany meeting howse.” The
revorter interviewe:dd M Sankevod songhtUto diseos or
the secret of this wonderfel »eflect nponthe wedienee,

and plaindy expressed Tus opuion on Lhe pooriess of

the sermon, AMro Sunkey repiicd = - We o have no
sceret, ] eannot explain it nor can vou. Tichind all
mstvamentalitios, feeble or nughee, there lies an

inscrutable sowmcthing which influences the soul of axn

We call it the spuit ol Gadl. Bevond that we cannot
¢o.” AWith that dubious explanation dhe reporter had

to he content.

As it is sl aomoot queston, may woe net lasoad
hypothesis 7 A Mooy s perseveranee, his unilagaing
pursistency, hos proved Uit Do B i enrmest. Whitleser
ity be thetooer amd porhaps hall unconseions motive,
whether 1t he the saving of souls, the :1(:61111‘.11';11?011 of
the - almighty dollar,” or o desire for fuve, or ali three
mysteviousty  combined  for singieness  of Hotive is
extremely tare there can be no doubt that Te s in
carnest. That inmy opinion 15 the primary enuse of
suceess, while the longiug of the huran heart for same
ligher, though andefined, 1deal than is presented by
the cares amd toils of cvery day life, does the rest,
Creat as have been the sivides of intellectual enlture
during the lust twenty or thirty vears, the muds of the
adult population of Great Dritain at the present Ume
have been but siightly  puriited from the dross of

O

superstition inherited from thelr sensors who are fust
passing awiy,  The women, thv mothers of the
generalion just budding into matarity, ave most firmiy
clasped in the arms of Christian mystery and priestly

influences,  The ])l’()f‘l(‘hh‘ of recthionent, and e

secular advancement, cannol be stopped, but there arve
impediments that dl_‘l;i_\' our march, and to overcome

whiich wo must el not fantdy but carnestly,

Tane: Mool Bl &S e e of Seners and Boios,

Uneonore dav's werk for freedom
O this brichs avth for me,
Whire seience bs revenlivg

L CONCLIL IS —

3 Lo dav e
swork for Irecdom
Che this Driglie Favth for wae.

One moreaday's work for freedon,
J]l. L ] veCious, spmkling gom

Lt as a troasa

5 beyvend all measure :
day’s work for freedom
On i bright Earth for me,
W
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wothinks of the nest eledlion ; a statesman

sneat generation s a politician looks for the Ru(‘ccqs
i _111_\. acstaiesmman for that of his counire, The
statesman wishes to steer, while the politician is siatishioed
to drit.

A puoiiticn
of 1l
(JE nl

vy were forcien to the Roman ereed,
v oo be botter than his God B0
“were tiight to aseribe @ monstrong
fary grace fora fow children
aels, el 11|1]l1ons foreduonead w cternal danmation.”
——-—I LUNKBACH,
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A fentade misstonary who has been labouring in China
sivs she wos olten botbered by the Chinese women,
who wanied 1o know her age, and whether she was
nioried or nols Tnoone case a wonnm, turning to a
alimst her, sand 100w tone uf SULPTISe, —-—”l orty years,
aed ot marrinl ver 7 and she kept repeating this as
thotuh she was mach s};(')::l.(,u at the mtelligenee.,

< Iy far Letter to love your wife thau o love God,
You cannot help him, h it vou can help her, You ean
N1l Ler dife witly the wfume of perpetual joy, It g
hetier to love vour thlcl than to love Jesus Christ.  If
e is GGod you cannot assist him, but you can plant g
Jower i every h(\ step of b Ve, The most sacred
Lemple is a home, the holiest allar the fireside.—Ronzrt
(i, Incursornn.”

=Tt as sabil that the Kive of Morocco, Muley Tsmael,
Tz ve hundroed children, \\ hat w 011](1 you say it a
dervish of Mount Mias related to you that the wise and
cood Muley Tsmael, dining with s family, at the closv
of the tepast, H[Wt)l\t, thus:— I am Muley Ismacl, who
have begotten yvor formy elory § for Tam very fflol lous.
Ilove vou svery te n(htl\. 1 sliclter VOU a% a lh.n covers
jler clnekens, [ have decreod that one of my youugest
children shiall fove the ke lelo n ool Tafilet, and ti at
another shall possess Moroceo 3 and for my other dear
chiliven, to the mnber o four hnondred and 1\111(4)-
clelit, T order that one et shall be tortured and the
other iwened, for ©oam the Losd Muley Isniael,"—
VOLTAIRE,



RETROSIECT

AND PROSPECT.*

RELIGIOUS

1By Henprrr Seescrn] E

Unlike the ordinry consciousness, the religions conscionsness is |
concerned with that which lies beyond the splu,u- of sense, A
lnntu thinks only of things which ean be touched, scen, heard, tasked
&y and the like is true of the untanght child, ‘the deafanute, and
the lowest savage. But the d(,\dupm(r man Las thoughts about
existences  whiel vegards wsnally  inaudible, ntangible,

T

be as

invisible ; and yeb which he regards as operabive upon him. What, i
suguests this notion of agencies transeending pereeption ? How 110 !
l.]lC::F ideas concerning  the supenu Ltlnni cvolve out of ideas |

coneerning the natoral 7 Phe transition canuot he siuddden ; and su :
account of the genesis of veligion must begin hy deseribing the steps |
thrangh w hich the tl'umtmn talkes pl'u,u 3
The glhost-theory exhibits these steps quite clearly,  Weareshown |
that the wmental difleventiation of invisible and intangible heings !
from visible and tangille heinss progresses slowly and usobtrusiv ely.
Tu the fact that the other-self, suppused fo wander in drens, s
believed to have actually done and seen whatever was dreamod—in
the fact that the other-seli when going away at deathy, hut expectad
presently to return, is conceived as a donble e ally material with
the origal 3 we see that the supernatural agent in its primiiive form
diverges very little from the natural aoent -is simply the orighal
man with sothe added powers of woing about secretly and doing goml
or evil. And the faet that when the double of the dead man voases
to e dreamed about by those who kuew him, his non-appearance
in dreams is held to imply that lie is finally dead, shows that these
eavliest supernatural agents haye but a temporary existence ; the Bt
tendencies to a permanent consciousness of the supernatural, prove
abortive.

In many cases no higher degree of diflerentiation is reached. The
ghostpopulation, reeruited by deaths on the one side, but on ihe

other side losing its members as they cease to be reoollected
dveamed abous, does net inerease ; and no Imdividuals included in it
come to be vecognized thronel suecessive generations as established
supcnmtuml powers,  Thus the Unkulunkulu, or old-chd one, of |
the Znlus, the father of the ruce, is vegnrded as ibwndly or completely
dead : and there is Propitintion only of chests of wore voeent date,
But where cireumstances favor the vontinuance of saerilices at graves
witnessal by members of ench new generation who sre told wbout
the dead and-transmit the bradition, there eventually ariees the
conception of a permanently existing shest ov spirtt,. A more marked
contrast in thought bhetween supernatural beings and natural heings
is thus established, There simultaneously vesults a great inercase
in the number of these supposed supernatural beings, siuce the
drgregate of thon Is new continually added e awd there isa
nt.uwtha_mnv tendeney to think of them as ever v \\llclo.um.lwl, md
as causing all nusnal ocenrrences,

Ditierences among the nseribed powers of ghoste soon mrize. They
naturally follow hrom the observed dilferences nmonyg the [)(1\\'(11'.‘? of
the livipg individuals.  Henee it resnlts that while the propitiations
of ordinary ghosts are made only by their descendants, b cones
occasionally to be thoueht prudent to propitinte the whosts of
the more dreaded individualz, even thouel they have no claims of
Dlood. Quite carly there thus begin these grades of supornatural |
beings which eventually beeowie so strongly mked, i

Habitual wars, which morve tlhon all other canses 1nitiate these
tirst ditferentiations, so on te initiate further and more decided ones,
For witl these compoundings of stuall seciad nrgregates Into groater
gnes, aml re-compounding of these into still greater, which war
cllovts, theve, of course, with the multiplying ;_-..nhi.ulm of powver
among living men, avises the conception of muoltiplying grudations
of power among theiv ghosts, Thus o eotose of tine ave formed |
the con q:tium ot thb greab ghosts or wods, the more namerons
sacerilary ghosts or demi- "’,llﬁ, “aunel wo on dowisards - o pnticon :
there heing still, hiowever, no essentinl distinetion of Kind ; as we
see in the calling of vrdinary ghn’lsta wes-gonls by the Romang ad
clohin by the Helnvew Moveover, repeating as the other life in the |
other world does, the life 1a this workd in ity needs, oceupations,
amd social ovsanization, there arises not only a dilferentintion of
gracles among cupuinltuml ]Jﬁ’lll’_{h in rezpect of their powers, hut
also in respect of their choarncters ad kinds of activity,  There
come to be local gods, aad gods reigning over this or that ovder of
phcumnuld, there conte to e gool and evil spivits of viotons
quatities, and where there has heen by conguest o saperposing of

soclelies one upon auethor, cach having itz own sys'om of shost-
derived beliefs, there resudts an invelvad combivation of such beliefs,
eoustituting a mythalogy, ‘

OF course ghosts privarily being douwbleslike the originals eall !
things ; and gods (whennot the living members of a eomquering ree)
beitze doubles of the iore powerful men ;s it vesults that they, too,
aveoriginally no lTess hunsn than ordinary ghosts in their phyeieal
characters, theby piesions, and thelir 1nt(ll1~u1n
of the ordinary daul, they are supposed to consame the flesh, Blowl,

read, wine, wiven to them @ ab fiest Titerally, snd Toter ina move
spivitunl way by consuming the essenees of then,  They nob only
appeat o visible wil tany e persons, bt they cuter o contlicts
with men, are woundaed, sufler }vnn < the #ole distinetion heing that
they e mivacilons powers of huading and consequent inanariality,
Herve, indecd, there needs o qualiication @ {or net enly do
preaples hold that the gods die a divst denth G naturally Dappens
where they ave the members of wcongrering vace, ealled gods heem
af theiv superviority ) bty as v the case of g it s sup
anwong the cultured, that theve is a socond and fnal
like that second amd final death of oo ghost supposed among existing
;. Wilh :li]\';lllrfl:;{ civilisatiomn the diversewre of Ahe
xulu»nmtuml Belng from the naturad being becowes more decided,

s Like the dduhles

variois

sed, even
death of a gad,

crentualiv forme the el el of " lvoustastioal
Vieoof ¢ The Urivviples of NSocoloee? ety
CLilie m\'l vsool Tt i the Best poart of 6t are Laseil oo L oo

RETITTH:

I
Yart lor

Chapters, Evilence toruciely all ab tkem, Tiessever, noye adse be fowol o
40T Pringiples o S Dadigaels pudiliclicel,
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There is nothing o check the gradunl de-materialization of the
chost aml of the wod; and thi: alization s insensibly

furthered in the effort to reach consistent ideas of supernatural
action : the gold veases to be tangible, ad later he ceases to be visible

andible.  Along with difterontintion of physical attributes from
thoso of hum: 'Llllt_'),, there goes on wmove sluwly the differentiation of
meutal atteibutes.  The god of the savage, represented as having
intelligence scaveely if at all greater than that of the living man, is
delided with ease,  Fven the gods of the semi-civilisedare deceived,
make mistakes, vepent of “thedr plans ; amd ondy in course of time
does there avise the coneeption of unlimited vision and universal
knowledee.  The emotional nature simultanconsly undergeces a
prarallel transformation. The grosser passions, oviginally conspienons
and corefully ministered to by devotees, gradmally fade, leaving
the passions less velated to corporenl sasisfactions ;and eventually
thesa,

&
too, hecome pavtially de-bumanized,

These
re-wlaptod to the needs of the sovial state
phase of activity, the chief gold is concoived as holding in subordin-

arribed charneters of deities ae | atul

militant

continnally adapted
During the

ation the greatest crie, as implealde inanger,
punishment ; and any alleged atteibutes of & wililer kind oecupy but
siall space i the social conscionstess. But where militaney
deelines and the harsh Jo‘lmti' form of covermment appropriste to
it Iy radually qualitied by ihe form appropriate to industrinbism,
the [ulwrmm-d of the lL]l“'l(‘lI‘-\ consclousness s evensingly 1illud

vith thu:-,(, aseribed Lraiis c)I the divine pature which arve cengruons
\‘.'ilh the cthics of peace :divine love, divine forgiveness, divine
werey, are wow the charncetertstivs enlavged upow.

']u]ms,cnv clearly the eftiets of mental progress and chanying
social life, this stated in the wlstract, we mmsi ghowee at thenin the
convrete,  1f, without furegome conclusions, we contemplate the
traditiong, records, and monwients of the Fuvptians, we sce that
ot of their primitive ideas of Tnute Iman, there weore

svolved spiritualized Bleas of of nogod 5 until 4l
pm..d.umvh of Tater thnes, e
them as cormtiptions @ heing =
resird the fivst state

as merviless in

or
o=, and finaliy
paninding the carlier Ldeas, deseriled

:_-‘m]:-‘,

v
Wy

e by the universal tendeney {o
as the ]Il:_lil(nt— o tendeney traceable down to
the theortes of existing theolosinns and mytholegists,  Apain, if
putting aside speulatioms, awl not axking what historical value the
ST may huve, we talie it shmply as indicating the carly Greck
notion of Zeus, awd compare this with the notion contained in the
Platouie dialogues, we see that Greek civilisation had groatly
maditied (Tuthe better minds, atleast) the pively anthropomorplhice
conception of him : the lower haman attribotes being dropped and
e hicher ones transtiznred, Similavly, I swee contrast the Hebrew
Cod deseribed in privitive 1.1':1nlit'1un‘<, manlike in appearavce,
appetites, and emotions, with the Hobreow Gaod as characterized by
thv]nupln,t\. Lln} s 1w osliown a \\uhmn-r range of power along with
aonnture ereasingly venete fron the ol man, And on passing to
the voncepticns of him \\111- hoere now catertained, we e ne ule
aware of an estreme transiizuration. By a Lun\umnt oblivionsness
a deity who in early tiines I vepresented as hodening nien's hearts
so thint they may comit prinishable acts, wl s melo} g a Iving
L-ynlL to Jdeveive them, cames to be mestly thought of as
cinhodiment of virtues trstseending the highest we can imagine.

Thus, recognizing the faet that in the primitive human mind there
exiats neither veligious idea nor religions sentiment, we find that in
the vourse of wmoecial evolnticn e the evolution of intelligence
accompanying it there ave genceraled Loth the ideas and sentiments
which we distinanisir as veligiows samd that through o process of

causation clearly travenble, they traverse tlhose e which have
Lrought themy, among civilized saces, Lo dhelr present forms

And now whot may we twfer will be thie evelution of religiouns
ideas and senlineents thronehont the futie?  On he one lid,
it = ireationad to sappese that the changes which have hrought the
velivious conscionsness to its present furm will swldenly cease. Oa
the other Tawd, irvationael Lo suppose that the religious
will disappear
anl Jeave an unlilliad gap. Manifestly 3t must undervo further
chavges ; aed hinvey mueh L'h:m_'_'ucl it must continue to cxist.
What then are lransformations to be expected?  If we reduee the
provess ahove delinented toits lowest Eerns, we shall see our way
Toan ALEWeT .

As pointed out in F Fiest Peinelples,™ seetion 95, 1volutivn s
Lhronghout its conrse halitoally wodibied by that Dissolution which
evertuadly undoes it e changes which hecome manifest Loinge
wantlly but the ditivrential results of opposing tendencivs towards
integration amd disintogaation. Rightly o understand the genesis
aml decay of religions sy=tous, and the probable future of those niw
existing, we must take this truth into account, During these

arlier changes by which theve is ereated a hicrarehy of gods, demi-
cods, manes- ;__rm]s, and =perits of vavious kinds amd ranks, Evolution
govs on with ot dittle qualitication,  The consolidated mythology
produced, while growing in the mass of superataral Teings compos-
T it, assumes inereseil definteness in the ari mgeent ()f Its parts
arnd the attribodes It the antaconist Dissolition
cevinbuatly s predomivanee, The sprewding reeognition of
natural cueation conflicts with this mythologteal evolution, and
insensibly worhens those of it Belicfs whicl are most at varines
with advimeing knowledee, Danons aand the secomdary divinitios
presiding over divisions of Naturee, beconne Tess thoughit of as he
pheverena asertbed to them are wore cotnmondy ohserved to follow
a constant order: aml Lenee these mineor mm],mwntn of the
mytholory slowly dissolveaway.  Abthe same tine, with grow inyg
suprennwy of the wreat ol hooding hivvarehy, there goes incrensing
aseription to him of actions which were belore distributed auony
DO su]u'rn:lilll';il ]n‘iln;:; sthere is integvation of power, While
in proportion as there arises the consequent conception of an omni-
peient aind onmipresent deity o there isa gradnal fuding of his aHeeed
Jrman attribotes s dissolotien beains te alfvet the
pevzonality in respect ol 2eeribod form sl satoree,

Alrawly, as we have seen, his process in the more advanceuwd
societivs, wmud cspeciully amony their higher members, goue to the

Wda

@it
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I

it
consciotsness, nalnrally gencrated as we bave sven,

of s members
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extent of merging all minor supernatural powers in one supernatural
power ; and already this one supernatural power has, by what Mr.
Fiske aptly calls deanthvopomorphization, lost the prosser attributes
of humanity. If things hereafter arve to follow the same general
course as heretofore, we must infer that this dropping of human
attributes will eontinue. Lt us ask what positive changes arc

hence to be expected.
(Ta be concludded in our sext}.

SECULAR TEACHINGS.

SecurLarisy teaches that this lile and this world m
which we live demand and will reward
cultivation ; that the instruments of this cultivation are
reason and social effort ; that the harvest to be reaped
from it is happiness, gencralandindividual.  Secularism
offers for man's guidance in the dutics of life the plain,
straight, spacious pathway of reason and cxpericnce.
It has no science, no history, no books, no epinions,
that it wants to hide or shield from frec human criticism.
1t has no theorics which it is not ready and eager lo
abandon, directly facts shall have declared against
them ; no rule of conduct which it will not at once
modify, if change scems necessary in the interest of the
general happiness. Mysteries it acknowledges, and
confesses that they are truly mysterious, without pro-
ceeding to exhibit them in degimas as if it had turmed
them inside out. It is not weighted with the impossible
tasks of reconciling the existence of ¢vil with that of an
Omnipotent and All-good Creator ; and of proving and
worshipping the infallibility of a book crowded with
evident errors. It docs not threaten the vast majorily
with never-ending torments, and promise an clect few
never-ending bliss, both alike preposterously dispro-
portioned to any possible merits or demerits of human
life; it simply seeks by the best approved means to make
this life as happy'as possible for all, assured that if there
showld be another, it ¢onZd in no better way be prepared
for,

Looking at the world, we are convinced by what
human reason has already discovered in it, and by the
experience which has verified the discoveries, that it is
perect order, in the sensc that its eperations follow un-
varying laws, that the like antecedents have always the
like consequents. This immutable constancy of what
are termed the Laws of Nature gives us a stable founda-
tion on which to build up physical science and all the
arts which are the applications of such scicnce. The
laws themselves we know we cannot change; but the

more we learn of them the Dbetter we can adapt our- -

selves and the conditions of our lif2 to them, the betier
we can avoid such of their workings as would be harm-
ful to us, the better we can avail ourselves of all in
their workings which is profitable to us. We are also
convinced, in the same manner, that human nature, no
less than nature in general, is the subject of unvarying
laws, that in it also the like antecedents have always
the like consequents; and the stability of law in this
domain gives us firm ground on which to build physio-
logical, psychoelogical. and soclological science, and the
political and social constitutions which are the appli-
cations of such science. These laws also we know we
cannot change: but in thenr case also the more we
learn of themi the better we can adapt ourselves and
the conditions of our lives to them, the better we can
avoid the injurious, and avail ourselves of their bene-
ficial, workings. Thus Secularism regards Science as
the true Providence ; and affirms that by the study of
Man, and the application of the results of that study,
this Providence can be wrought to confer cver richer
and richer beons on our race.

And since Man's supreme desire is happiness,
and he is so cssentially a soclal being that the real
happiness of any oue is impossible without the
happiness of ail around him, Sccularism adopts the
Utilitarian theory of morals, which uplifts as the
standard of praiseworihy conduct that which tends to
the greatest good of the greatest number,  The happi-
ness that Secularism seeks to realise, is not in any
supposed Heaven, but on LEarth; net in Lternity, but
in time ; not for clect individuals heve and there, but
for all Mankind., This happiness inmiplics, hrstly, ma-
terial  well-being, sufficiency of food, clething, and
houscroom, with good air, good water, and sood
sauitary coudilivus 5 for these things are necessary Lo

our utmost’

bodily health, and this is cssential to the bealth of the
mind, and only in health is real happiness possible.
Again, il inplics mental well-being, snfliciency  of
Instruction and education for cvery one, so that his
intellcet may be nourished and developed to the full
extent of its capabilitics. Given the sound mind in

the sound body, it further rmiplies free excreise of these,

absolutely free in every respect so long as the excrcise

does not trench on the cqual rights of others or impede

the commeon good. [In this full development of mind

as well as body, it nced scarcely be said that truc

happiness brings into its service all the noblest and

most beautiful arts of life. Seme persons scem to

fancy that Utilitarians have nothing to do with music,

painting, sculpturce; care nothing for the glorics and

grandeurs of the world, have no part in the treasures

of the imagination; as if there were no utility in any of
these,  But we recognise in them the very high utility

of touching to rapture some of the finest chords in our

nature ; we know and feel just as well as others, and

perhaps better than most—since we give owrselves

mere to scientific study of man—that there are different

kinds and degrees of enjoyment, and that some kinds

are far supcrior to others, and we know how to value

the superior as compared with the inferior,

But yet more, this sociad happiness implies all the
great virtues in those who can attain and keep it.
Wisdom, for without this, transitory and  scilish
pleasures will be continually mistaken for hanpiness,
and cven with a desire for the common goud, this good
will be misconecived, and the wrong meaus taken to
sccure it.  Portitude, to bear when necessary—and
the necessity in the present state of the world is as
frequent as 1t is stern —deprivation of persenal comfort
rather than ‘stific our aspirations and rcdax onr efforts
for the general interest.  Temperance, for with cacess
1o permanent happiness is possible.  Maognanimity, for
ouly by aid of this virtuc can we keep steadily in view,
as the sole ain of all our striving, the sele aim worthy
of true men and women, the greatest wood of the
greatest numiber; all little-mindedness cver turns o
sclfishness, Justice, and above all clse Justice, for it
is the profound and unchangeable conviction of the
equal rights of all which alone can inspire and impel
us to scek the freedom and hiappiness of all ; oppressions
since the world began having been based on injustice,
the oppressors exaggerating their own rights at the
expense of those of the oppressed.  And to these great
virtues of the mind, we must add, as essential to his

.- true happiness, those which are commonly calivd the

virtues of the heart, the fervour of Zeal or inthusiasm,
and the finer fervour of Benevolence, Sympathy, or, to
use the best name, Love. TFor il Wisdom gives the
requisite light, Tove alone can give the requisile vital

~heat : Wisdom climbing the arduous imountaun solitudes

must often let the lamp slip from her benumbed finzers,
must often be near perishing in fatal letharey amidst
1ce and snow-drifts, if Leve De not there (o cheer and
revive her with the glow and the flames of the heart's
quenchless fires.

Ciiaries \WatTrs.
The reecipts at Matthew Arnold's three lediures in
\ ¢
Bosten amounted Lo 2000 dollars,

Of Mr. Deecher and his visit to San TFrancisco, the
“Argonaut’ says: ¢ His Diblical vavarics have coised
to amuse the irreverent, and Lis {rrevercnces have
ceased to shock the religious. Nothing can save his
next lecture seasen but a new doubt.”

The following conversation is reported to have Tately
taken plice between o windster and a widow—both of
Ablerdecn. The widow, who ealled upoit the minister
seemed desirons of relieving her mind of somethine \\'hic]:
oppressed her, at whieh the Rev, centleman, wishing 1o
Ly matters, exclaimed, My gool wonnan, FOu see lﬂc:m
be ot no serviee to yonu il you tell me what it is {hat
troubles vow,” Wl 8y, U thinkin of gietling nuurpied
again O that s it Let e see ; that ish]n‘:rlli' froquent,
—swrely. How many hushbauds linve vou hul?’ “Well,
:"jn-,’i .a!w 1'01\1%&\(1, ina tone less of sorvow than of bitterness,

this is the fourth —Im sure theres noe woinan beon sae
turmented wi o sel o decin men !
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