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able to allay the distracting doubts inseparable from such beliefs,
History also rccords that many mnoble men and women have
discarded them, and in so acting lost cverything but honor,
preferring to cencounter incouccivable pains, tortures, and cruel
deaths rather than subscribe to what they conscientiously considered
to be false and deluding superstitions.  Mr, Braithwaite gravely
informs us that *“unessentials of religion as hell-five, the Church
will modify arlet go.”  We are led to ask how a positicee truth can
be modified or let go, and which lies at the very foundation of
theotogical teaching, without the whole structure tumbling down.
But it is not true that the Chureh regards o Delief in liell-fire as oue
of the non-cssentials of religion, although from the grewing
intelligence of the age it is not made so prominent in the pulpit as
it was fifty years ago. It isstill regarded as an integral part of her
positive teaching ; cspecially is a belicf in it impressed upon the
tender minds of children; and their evidence is refused in our Taw
Courts, unless they arc found to be well-grounded in this comforting
belief.,

Mr, Braithwaite supplies us with a surprising and novel
veading of history in the words : “ The Church always espouses a
new fact, or new version of an old truth wlien mankind are ready fo
veceiva them,” which would have heen neaver the trath if rendered
when the majority outside of, and iu defiance of, the Church have
received and adopted them, What says Professor Fowler, the
Professor of Logic at Oxford, in his great work * Dacon’s Novum
Organum,” in cxplanation of Aphorism, 89, hook L : '* A new
discovery in science is at fivst decried as contrary or even fatal to
faith ; then, after atime, it is grudgingly admitied and incorporated
into the received doctrine, till ab last no oue dreams of calling it in
question. But the the process soon begins afresh with some more
recent discovery, so that a coustant warfare is going on between
the nnwise theologian and the scientific investigator.” In
Mr. Braithwaite's reasons for withdrawing from the Dunedin
Freethought Association there is an implied,if 1ot plainly expressed,
failure to remodel it in a *¢ constructive roligions sense,” with, it
may be safely inferred, Theism and Spiritwalism for its positive
truths,— we arcallorded pleasing evidence of its strengthand vitality
1o maintaiuing first principles.  There are many other fallacies in
the letter referred to, butspace will net permit of further references.
Holding epinions more in harmony with the Romish Chureh than a
Trecthought Association, Mr. Braithwaite appears to be unable to
realise the possibilities of a character religion progressing with its
environment, unfettered by the chains of a theology based upon
tradition and nnauthentic paper records.

Yours, &e.,
WinLrax Puarr,
President of the Christehureh Freethought Association,
Christehurch, January 21st, 1884,
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Author of “ Pictures we have scen of the Unknown God,” and
¢ Jesus who is called Christ.”

' This Little work deserves to be widely read and poudered.”—
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Pending further artangements, W, Tratt, 1., the President of
the Christehureh Freethought Association, has Lkindly undertaken
to take charge of and distvibute Ton Fuestinovens Review
Christchureh. .

Those willing fo undertake the agency for places not nued are
requested to connuunicate at ence with the pullishor.

TO CORRESPONDEINTS.

T consequence of unusnal pressure on our space, we are compelled
to hold over soveral communications.

Received from that enthusiastic Frecthinker “TBlne Pencil”’ a
number of pamphlets, including one on ** False Claims,” which we
shall notice in eur next.

We would remind the Dunedin Froethonght Associntion that
Freethinkers generally would oceasionally like $o hear from them
through the medinm of the nsual monthly report under the heal of
“ Progress.”

I*]NQUI]{J»:_I‘.. We have heard that the Spiritualist to whom you
refer has joined one of the Churches, hut we have nothing salliciently
authentic to justify us in nientioning names,

L.1. —The Ruvriw jsrepresentative of no Association inpartientay,
Lut of all--cur purpose being to make it represent in the best sense
the Freethought movement in the colony.

A Rav ov Livem” —You will notice that the movement has taken
form in the wmanmer you suggest.  We beliove there will he a genernl
and favorable response to the action of the Duncdin Association. You
must permit us Lo differ from your fricudly proposal that the Ruview
should he formally constitnted the organ of the United Associations,
It aspires of course to a representative position, and will gain and
keep it by being worthy of it.  But if any papur move worthy were
cstablished, it should and would oecupy the fivst place. The Ruvinw
is far bytter untrammelled,  We hope'to enjoy the confidence of the
Treethinkers of the colony oun the nerits aionc.

]
{;“V

¢le

LI, el

Cc{gl

WANGANUI, N.Z., FEBRUARY 1

peethanght Cﬁ;{tuicm

1584,

CHRISTIANTTY AND THIE ABJECT POOIL.
A rrcent article of Lord Salisbury's in one of the
‘Reviews,” and a pamphlet headed = The Bitter Cry of
Outecast London,” published under the auspices of
the I.ondon Congregational Union, have diredicd
more than usual attention to one of the most dificult
social problems ever presented for solution —hew 1o
prevent that extreme poverty which 1s bhoth cause and
conscquence of a state of physical and moral degradation
shocking to contemplate, and rendered all the more
horrible by contrast with the wealth, luxury, and
refinement existing by its side, ¢ The churches,” says
the pamphlet referred to above, “ are making the
“discovery that seething in the very centre of our
great citics, concealed by the thinnest crust of
civilisation and decency, s a vast mass of moral
corruption, of heart-liréaking misery and absolute
godlessness, and that scarcely anything has been
done to take into this awful slongh the only influences
“that can purify or remove it These “ influences ™
arc, of course, v the opinion of the Cengregational
Unton, more gospel preaching and evangelistic work,
an increase, n short, of « that noble army of men md
“women who penctrate the vilest haunts, carrying
fowith them the Dlessings of the gospel.,”  Now 1 am
far from denyimg that much good has been ellected by
what is called Christian eflort among a class of persens
who at present can only be moved by appeals to their
supcetstitious fears and hopes, or at best to meral
sentiments which have become so asseciated  with
Christinn dogmas as to scom identical with them ; but
this principle applies to any rebigion, however fulse, so
long as it is Aedicped 1o Do trae, and nnlitary and moval
conquests are equally possible under Cross or Crescent,
while the indirect elfects of an erroncous opinion may
be extremcely mischievons.  Now, if Christianity 1s a
delusion, and if the world, instead of being under a
supernatural, paternal government, is simply under
“Ahe reign of law,” 1t s clear that all a@lion maotived
by ¢ other worldliness” in s countless forins, can
only lead to good results by accident. IHence i the
purcly Positive view  of natore and humanity  is
accopted, Christion teaching does at least this uegative
hoome- it eads men to ook Into the clowds for means
to remedy admitted ovils, when they should Inok for
them on carth, < AWhilst,” to quote [rom ¢ The Bitter
Cry,” “we have been bailding our charehes and selacing
“oursclves with our roligion, and dreaming that the
¢millentum was coming, the poor have been growing
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