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results woere observed, and this continued though the
lreatment was repeated froquenty. Mr Iogg seenis
to think that these tiny creatares died and adiually rose
again; but 1t is more probable thad, like certain other
organisms, their bodies contained ova, which were
liberated by the death of the pavent, and gencrated
when the conditions were favorable.

SECESSION OF A VICE-PRESIDENT O THE
DUNEDIN FREETIHOUGIIT ASSOCIATION.

The following is the letter written Ly Ar. Joseph
Braithwaite on'the occasion of his retiring from the
Dunedin Freethought Association, We also publish
AMr. Stout’s reply i —

To the Committee of the Dunedin Frecthought Association—

Gentlemen ~—DPleace accept niy resignation as Vice-Tresident of
the Dunedin Frecthought Association, which the wembers kindly
elected me to for two yvears past, It bring fair that those 1 have
worked with for 2 number of years should know my reasouns, T give
them. 1 think the Asscciation in a constructive religious sense a
failure, the logical result where members' views are so diverse.
The compromise on fundamental questions is so complete that
practically nothing positive, kowever true, can e snccessfully

taught, For instance, many members belicve in a Iigher power
than themselves —in an infizite, intelligent Spirit which may be

fittingly termed the old name, God—and in a future state; but
through the disbelief again of others, whose convictions deserve
equal consideration, and for harmony’s sake, they have to be almost
completely ignored, or T shonld say avoided, especially in the
Children’s Lyceum. However right this may be as a matter of
expediency, it can be carvied toe far. Truth can be rendeped
ineffective and inoperative by this process, T think it wrong to
deprive children of any teaching whatever on questiens that have
becn a factor for good in the main,  Aembers are not to bhlame :
the fault lies in the basis of the Association. T see clearly that no
association can accomyplish anvthing benefieial unless its members
are animated by one common aim and aspiration.  The world is
only moved thus.  What would the reformers of the past lave
accomplished had they been restrained by the views of others?
Nothing.  To those who believe they possess the truth and teel the
necessity of imparting it to others, life is too short for compramise,
Bot to accomplish this one must belong to an organisation n
thorough sympathy with oue’s views.  True, cruelty, persccution,
and self-intlicted penances of the divest kind have been committed
by those whe believed in God and immortality, and in (the ease of
many Christinans) opposition to the teachings of Jesus, but what of
the good doné ? Surely this shonld count. Desides, this persecution
was the result of their iunorantly thinking they were pleasing Gad
thus. The intention underlying their actions was good. though'the
elfccts were such-that every man in these days must condetin,  To
my mind this yearning to please a Iligher Power, this desire—
whether ina religious or scientific sense  to set onrselves in vight
relations with that power is a necessary and beneficent part of
man's nature, or it would never have existed, and can when divected
by intelligence, be prodactive of incalenlable good.  And it dogsnot
necessanly follow, as some think, that those who believe thus will
therefore ncglect the duties of this life,  IHistory teaches that the
noblest specimens of humanity have held these beliefs ; that they
have been the motive pewer underlving their Lest actions, My
opinion is the more one does his duty here the more he fits himself
for the great hercafter.  No other incentive can possibly equal this
for uplifting the race.  We want smnething to rouse the masses ; this
will do it — negation never. It might did the world eonsist of
philesophers only.  No doubt ervor has twined iself around the
belicfs I have mientionod, hut that is due to the imperfections of
humanitv,  DBesides, what we ¢l truth and error and good and cvil
arc only relatively o to our senses. It seems to me that in siiing
the one from the other and miaking for that which is best, thas
cvolves himself higher  experience 1s the step-ladder of progression.
I see no neocessary antazenism between seicnce and religon, hut
believe they will, in the rapidity with which cverything moves on
now-a-davs, be reconciled ere long.  Such confusion of thoueht Is
caused Ly many, both inside and ovtside the Church, interpreting
the lible in tow ifiberal a sense, and guaging the idealisms of
thousands ot years ago by cur more ct meaning of modemn
wi Another common crror consists picking ont certain

n
passages to st ane’s disyneracies, making them do duty Lo the

whole, Conon Farrar shovs 4l
Tope,” and eriticises adversely the nlhoeorthedox conceptions of
“eternal punishment” awnl hell)” bt present instead much Ingher
and more nawral conceplions. T learn also ot every relivious
systom has after all played asadntary part relatively to the age and
race it operated upon, and that from cur advance] standpoint of
to-day it is unwise to candemn them wholesale, Hence ook upon
Christianity as superinr 1o those that went before, and that even
now i reaches the moeral sense of the great majorify 1 a way no
other existing ovganisation dues. Lven the Salvation Aroy, with
all its faults, is deive a zood work, To s view the value of the
Church consists in the steadfnstnoss with which she Lhas ever
proclaimad a beliel in Gesl and D wtality. Withont  these
cxistence i oomockery and mords o fivces D odo nat doubt that
when the Chnreh finds that wl
of relizion—-as related fo thege

[olly of all this in his ¢ Eternad

Srivee Test dheds tdinenee,
alowest hins, A1t wiil
cither leg them go or padify them in accondance with the spivit of
the age, and be all the strouger for it She has doue so o the past,
and shows sigis of doing so again.  She always espouses o tew fact
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or a new varsion of the old truth where they can be made mest
clicetive for good-—that is, when their truth or utility have been
thoroughly demenstrated, and the bulk of mankind ‘arc ready fo
reeetve fhen, which is an important point,  Flad she the will she
cm}ld not do this before without upreoting her whule system, and
doing socivty more harm than good.  Another thing, it'is not the
Church alone, as some think, that opposes the truth, Scientists
have done so, and with less reason.  They at least are expected to
Iay aside all preconceptions, and follow the truth wherever it leads

. them.  That such has not been done 1 need only refer to Galileo,
o Havvey, and Jenner, whaose discoveries were opposed by all their
scientibic contemporaries, to whom they appeared absurd  and

incredible.  And we have striking examples even {o our day. Says
Alfred Russell Wallace, himself a scientific man, when i‘ranklyn
brought the subject of lightning conductors before the Royal Socicty
he was langhad at as a dreamer, and his paper was not admitted to
the ' Philosophical Transactions.”  When Young put forth his
proofs ¢f the undalating theory of light, he was honted at by the
popular scientific writers of the day.  The * Ldinburgh Review'
aslied the public to put Thomas CGray into a straightjacket for
maintaining the practicability of railroads,  Sir Humphrey Davy
laughed at the idea of London cver being lighted with gas.  \When
Stevenson proposed to use locomotives on the Liverpool and
AManchester Railway, lcarned men gave evidence that it was
impossible they conld go cven twelve miles an Lour.  Another
great scientific authority declared it to be equally impossible for
ocean steamers evor to cross the Atlanue, The Freneh Acaudeny
of Science ridiculed the great astronemer Arago, when be wanted
even to discuss the subject of the electyic telegraph. Medical men
ridiculed the stethoscope when it was first discoverad. Painless
operations during the mesmeric coma wera prosounes! impassible,
and therefore impastures, T eonld supply ether flust-ations, Lot
these serve toshow that it s not always the Church that opposes
the truth, Atthe saie time I do not disparage the cladms of science,
a cause for which T have the highest respect. The fact s the
Chureh condd net exist a day in any age unless her tenching was
positive; It must he based upon what are generaily admitted as
facts for the time being,  She must thevefore be cantious before
ooaccepuny what are termed now truths, many of which are not so.
P This vemders her fess lable to crrev than i she were Jess
{oconservative | hesides, hor attitede makes the troth ne all the
i clearer in the end. Hence, if 1 may say 5o, the Church relative to
the capreity —Lroadly spealeng - of those existing in each century
advocates what may be termaed the truth, and has done a work
¢ owhich T duabt any other sruanization could have done as well, I
am fortfied inthis by Alr. O0 Trothingham, one of Ameriea’s mnst
cultured Freethinkers, who las retired from the materialistic
propaganda after venrs of active, conscicntions werk, Desides,
Livalnticn, as I understand it, the saered fterature of all races and
nations, recent reacarch-—cspecially in payeboiogical suictice -
to e to confirn dhe view § have imparfectly sketched,  Moreover,
i the aspirations, thoughts, tastes, and Jdesivos of those who balivve in
an inteiligent governing power in the awerse [which T will no
avtempt to define), whe heliove also in exalting intluences of
sincere praver uteradorunespressednd inman's responsibilityin
free will, too, 1 the serse that the niore one int Hiventy acpaints
Iimse!f with the Lows of Nature, which ave also the laws of God,
Coaud conlorms therets, the froors, the wiser, the batter he becones,
Poare so entrely dissimilar to the asplrations, ete, of those whaleheve
»none of those doctvmes, that Iothink the two partics would
-owork maore eflvetively apart, 1 pereeive also the wisdom of ITnaley's
contention that he would sooner familiavise bis children with the
tenets of the Bible, even though they imbibed some crror, than
bring therr up in negation or deprive them of all knowladze of a
bools that certainly reflects, whatever its faults may be, the religions
development of an important section of the human race, and that
has played a most important part since among civilised nations
covering a considerable portion of the world's history. T am nat
disposed 1o jgnere the claims of vradition altogether  they have
their value, Nov de T oser the nility of rushing into extrome
seopticistn boeomnae one fenves the Chureh, Revicion—that s, o belicl
th God Gmmortalt v, anlthe influences therewith- s natoral trinan
whatever his iniellect miay sav, That sso becanse 1t is hasal upen
his higher necessities, which, Hke everythihg else in Nature, must
have some correspouding reality. My opinion Is you might as well
try to drive back the v fram the sea-shore as o eradicate
religion allogether, Creeds amd relivd yitoms may change —
religion never, Tear down the churches toaday, to-mortow they
weotilil be apr ngain, 1 am satishied the Association will never make
headway among the people until it can present theot a motive
power for gaod higher than the one they have got already, and o
dethis it must have a religons basis, or it will never veach  their
pivatines, T bhave adopted these views after years of {1
w) senous stady and rettection and o degree of anxicty kinown
oy trmy most imntimate {riemds. MHence 0 will be seen that 1
cannot co-operate avy longer with the . Association, nor with the
Children's Lyecum, which T speciaily reur Nevertheless, Tshall
ever ba fuumd stasding up for civil and seligious liberty and the
ompletest toleration ene o another,
Lam, g
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entlemen, yours faitiinlly,
Josern Drarrowarne,

AL STOUT S REDPLY,
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