spirit of Digotry aul intoleranee is nok yeb dead, and serve to show
what the dominant puty in religion wiil still do when the
opportunity presents itself,  Clreumstanuves may any day arise even
i our owa eolony calling for unitwl action on our pard; and it
Lehoves us therefore to have in readiness an organisation as vigorous
aml complete as that shown by the churelies in their Synods and
Assemblies, so that we may ab all times he enabled o present afirm
and umited front to every assanlt npon individual liberty. 16 may
alsn bo noted that in the proposed Criminal Code there appears sach
au oilence as Blasphemous Lilel, and it may be douhted whether at
the present time the Eaglish Dlasphemy Laws ave not in force in
New Zealand, It is for veasons such as these, then, that I have to
ask that your Association will consider the nevessity of a Conference
such as we propose, awd will agree to eo-operate with us by SC!ldl.np{
two delegates thereto, so that the proposed scheme may be carricd
into effect, )

‘il other Trecthought Associations in New Zealand are being
eommunicated with to the same purport.  Requesting that you \\_'111
Jindly inform me at an early date of the decision of your Association
on this subject,

T remadn, your obedient servant,
T. Cueyxe FARNIE.

Thie Hon, Sce. Wanganui Freethought Association. .

WELLINGTON PREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION.

The Sceretary has furnished us with the following
report for the month of January ;—

Wellivgton, January 22w, 1834,

S, —Since my last report thvee seientiic lectures on 40 Fire,
Water, and Farth 7 liave been delivered in onr Hall.

On January 7th ©Tve ™ deliveved a lecture wler the anspices of
the Association in the Theatre Royal, entitled, © Satanic Seienee.”
There wag a fairattendance,

O the T4th fustant  Tvo ™ was to have veeited several selections
fram English and Ameriean poets, hut on aceont of the heavy rain
and asevere gale, the audienee wiss small, and the programme was
et given,

On the 29l fost. we celebate Thomas Maine's birthday with o
“pea lichit,” conversazione, and aoduanet.

Yours traly,
ALFRED JanoNe,
Hon. Hec.

NELSON PRELTHOUGIIT ASSOCIATION.

The Seeretary sends us a review of the doings of the
above Assoctatiou for the month of January

Nelson, Jannary 22nd, 1884

R, —Sinee wmy Tast to you T ane plensed to suy that at our gencral
mecting held on the Gth of January the progress of the Asseciation
was fowned te he highly satisfactory,  After paying all liabilities,
and having ““ Ivo ™ with us for live weeks, we had o very favorable
credit balance,  On “TIvo ™ leaving us we rather dreaded a falling
afl" in the interest taken by our members,  Such Tam happy to say
has not been the case 3 and moreover, a good Samaritan has sprunyg
up amony us in the person of Professor O, T Hugo, who kindly
uve us his Hrst leeture o Immertality  on the 20th inst., which
wits listened to with decp attention for upwards of an houar.
Althoneh he apologized for not having had time to sufliviently
stidy liis subject, ib vory soon becone evident he had gone very
deeply and earefully dnto it . At the end of  his lecture he
spokicin very Nattering tevins of the Nelson Frecthiought Association,
stuting his mratification at finding so much progress hiad heen made
i sosmall a city, anl the enncstness displayed by its members
generally. He alsowentvery deeply and hinpressively into the suliject
of members heing linmly nnited, not sllowing any little disagreements
hetween cach other to interfere with the greas object in view, stating
that in all Bocieties and Associations, attheir heginning, disarreement
between members was sure to erop ap, which he had unfortunately
seen in many  places.  He promidsed us another leeture on Sunday
next on ¢ Utilitavianisn: 7 from a Continental point of view,

A detaclunent of the Salvation Arvmy has arrived, and held their
first mecting exactly opposite my residence.  From one or two
cireumstanees that have oceurred sinee I have heen in Nelson, T am
disposcd to think the spot was speeially chosen. T have had ¢ War
Crica " i geveral instances placed wnder my door. My only feeling
towards thom is that they 11:1:1)-‘ o goad. ? d y feeling

It is on the tapis that Mro Hogo ey on Sunday afternoon nest
givea Ieeture, subject, * The Salvation Anny.”

1 an pleased to see that,your suggestion in the January nmnber
re FPederation has heen taken up, an:l [ sincerely hope itwill bea
BUCCUSS.

Iam, &e.,
Fowarn Pravee,
Hon. See. N1 AL

WANGANUL FREETHOUGEIHT ASSOCIATION,

The Secretary has kindly forwarded us the following

particulars 1
Wanganui, Junuary 24th, 1884,

Sut,—0n the Gth instant, the Wangauni frecthonght Association
hebd its tivest half-yearly mecting in the Academy of Music. 'Fhe
gathering was a favge one, aned 16 was shown that on June 3nd, 1883,
the Associntion hegan with only six imembers, whilst now the actual
menhership, aetive aml passive, amounted 1o 83, most of them heinge
tinancial to date, which is considered an umnistakeable proof of the

vitality of the Assoclation. The papers and addresses contribnted
by members and friends-of the Association during the past half-year
were very favorably commented on, the nniversal opinion being
that the Association had within its ranks some very able exponents
of Freethought. The finanuial statement showed a small deficiency,
which was at onee subscribed in the room, so that the new year
might be entered upsn untrammelled in a peecuninry point of view.

A lihrary has been [ormed eonsisting of some fifteen velumes of
Treetlought literature, some having heen presented tothe Association
some time sinee by an unknown friend in the Wairarapa, the olhers
by membets. The importance of a libravy o other organisations of
a similar character is lonked upon as very great, and I am pleased
to seo a beginning to this essential part of Freethonght propaganda.

I understand the leaders of a seetion of the Salvation Army have
arrived jn Wanganui.  The result of their campaigu will no donbt
be looked upon with considerable intercst.

I hicar that ‘ Captain” Ted Wright scemed surprised at the
existence of a Freethought organisation in YWanganui, and expressed
the opinion that * It is time we enmne.”

Yours faithfully,
J. J. BUCKRELT,
Seerctary, W.F.A,

Science 3lotes,

A Germaninventor has recently applied the principle
of hydraulic reaction to the propulsion of a boat so
successfully as to awaken considerable 1oterest. The
principle is very simple, consisting of steam pumps,
ancl tubes through which the water 1s admitted at one
end of the ship and forced out at the other. The
(rerman navy officers arc especially ntevested, and by

experiment are testing the value of the invention. 1t
s rather remarkable that about thirty years ago

similar experiments were tried in the Britsh navy with
unsatisfadiory results, : :

During the last cholera epidemic in Lgvpt the
German Government sent comniissions to cnquire 1iato
the causes and prevention of this frightful plague. One
of these Dr. Koch, the celebrated biologist, wno wos
the first to discover the * bacillus” or germ of
consumption, has satisficd himself that cholera is due
to a stnilar living microscopic organism. rIFhe Dodtor
has now gone to Biritish India to continue hisrescarches
in that country. This and other discoveries of late
vears bear out in a remarkable way the truth of
Professor Tyndall’s germ theory,

At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences on October
1st, M. Fayce argued that the progressive cooling of the
cartl’s crust goes on at a more rapid rate under water
than en dry land, and theretore that the solidified crust
15 much thicker under theocean than on the continents,
ITence he maintains that the liquid mass 10 the interior
of the globe is subjedted Lo far greature pressure under
the seas than under the main land, and as this excess
of pressure is diffused In every diredtion, the less dense
continental crust must yield to the pressure thus
exerted, while the submarine crust, becoming denser
and denser, is slowly subsiding.

The question has been raised recently as to whether
the earthquake waves, or as (by a misnomer) they are
more frequently called tidal waves, arc not caused by
the depression and upheaval of the dry land.  Therc is
norecord in the late disaster mm Sunda Strait of vesscls
having met these waves oui at sea, though there arc
heartrending  accounts of the terrible destruction
witnessed upon reaching the shore ; as in some places
the disaster was caused by a wave cstimated to be
fully oo feet in height, it scems unreasenable to
suppose that this could have travelled any distance
without being observed by passing ships.

Mr, Jalez Hogg has been carrying out some most
inferesting experiments on the rvapid generation of
animalcule,  He took a few grains of dust from a
garden wall, placed them in a shallow glass cell, and
added a litle fillered water.  Presently under a
powerful microscope were displayed siges of active life ;
in ten or fifteen minutes two or three perfectly formed
rotifers  were scen darting abont with expanding
retating discs aédtively feeding, At the end of 30 days
fully twenty were observed, apparently in a- healthy
coudition.  The water wrs then allowed Lo evaporate,
when the microscope revealed nothing but fine dust,
with po sign of living animaleulie. Fhe cell was then
wrapped wp in tissue paper, and for 30 days excluded
from the light.  On water being added again the sanic



