Aroguess.

A friend wriles frome Woodville, TTawke's Bay s It
Lias been decided to take steps for the formation of a
Trecthought Association here, and o mecting for thal
purposc has been called for Friday, the zsth tnstant.
As there are many Freethinkers liere, the movement
will doubtless prove a snccess,

We have been asked fo suggest the hest way of going
about the establishment of a Freethought Association,
We shall give one miethed, and {uvite our friends to
give a better. Where there are say six known
Freethinkers, let them have a private mecting convened
by word of mouth, when matters could be talled over,
and arrangements made for calling by advertisement a
mecting of all who desived to join the Association.
At this mecting a provisicnal committee should be
appeinted to draw up rules awd submit them at a
future meeting,  The permancot conuuittee could be
appointed when the membership rose to a certam
number,  Thatis all. The rest will follow as a matter
of course.

CHRISTCIHURCH TRLEETIHOUGHT ASSO-

CIATION.

The President and Corresponding Secrctary forwards
us a brief epitome of the last month's proceedings of
the above Association ---

Christchurel, Jannary 17th, 1884

RIE,-- On Sunday, the 23vd December, Me IS UL Farnie, ALA,
from Dunedin, kindly gave us o very interesting whilress upon the
¢ Lifeawd Labors of Martin Tuther”™  "Phere was a large attendanee,
although the weather was wifavorable. The smue morning there
was a distribution of a number of pretty prize hooks and toys to the
children attending the Lycenm, il haing present.

On Sunday, the Hth Janwary, o Me S, Parker, one of oue members,
gave an original address upon **Jesus of Nazarcth.”  The subject
was well handled, and elivited considerable applivuse at its conelusion.
This gentlewan has frequently gives original papers upon various
subjects, showing markal cire and ability in their preparation,

Qur Hall has been reccnutly  decorated with heraldic shiclds amd
banners, bearing the names of Galilee, Npinoxa, Brano, Yoltalre,
Tadne, Taell, Davwin, Denton, Huxley, Ingersoll, 1lerhert Spencer,
and Tyndall, and the effectis considered vory good and appropriate.
1t is also intendud to add the names of somie of the aminent women
wiio have distinguished themselves in liternture and Freethonghs.

Qur financinl position at the close of 1982 vendered it necessary to
devise means for increasing our meome, and as it was considered
inadvisalle to raise the subsceription of memnbers, it has Leen decided
to try the plan adopted by the Dunedin Association, viz, to reduce
menmbers” subseription to 3s per annun, payable in one sum ot the
heginuing of the year, thug lessening the worlk of the Seerctarvy, and
to charge all adult males Gl admission to the Sunday evening
meetings. Hitherto non-members only have heen charged adniission
fues, females Leing frec under the past awd present arrangement.

0 Ivo ™ has arrived in Chivistehurel, and purposes le-turing i our
Hall next Sunday, and also oin Wednesday, the 23vd inst,, pending
further arrangenmonts,

We have decided to hold vur annual pie nie on Sunday, the 10th
Februnay.

Ty Jast veport theve way s unfortinate omission of the first
part of o parageaph, which neude the part printed very weals wd
wconsequential, I referred Lo my baving mamed live cibleen in
the Hlall, and went on to say that ** elos with four seculae funcreals,”
cten, ete, dave sullicient veason for the ranarks whivh foltowed.

b send herewith the wupes pnd arbdresses of ten wore annnal
subseribers to your execllently vowlueted Beview, whic-h L hope
suon to invrease to 1ty

.

Yours truly,
Winnian Pearr,
Presilent and Corresponding seeretary CA° AL

FWoe regrel the omission, which was accidental,
PSS

AUCKLAND RATIONALISTIC ASSOCIATION,

e WL L Webbe (the Hon, Scerelary) has kindly
furmished us with the following particulars regarding
the above Association t—-

Ackland, Janeary 15th, 1ssh

S, -last sanday evening, Bho D iostant, we held oue ** dicst
public meetivg”  1h was w greater sweeess than was antieipnted,
Tl © St " report heing oo very Givone Toenclose sane, mul shonhd
De clad 1 you could el space for ity lusertion :“The innog el
mecting of the Aueklond Ratiomlistie Assopintion was seecesslaltly
hield o Sawday evening in the Lorne steeet Tall, which wias ovowded
to the daors 5 indeed, w0 great was the theong that extin forins hadl
to he placed along the passages. Mo AL Camphell, the Prestdent,
oceupied the ehalr, and delivered the oaugural addeess. To the
course of Lis reneerlks e seid that their Assoclatiou traced its origin
tu Homan Catholicism, nnsmouch us it belonged to one of the latust
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developments of that eraption of manly and vourageous free-thiuking
which brouglt about and consnmmated the Protestant Refermation.
The local causes of the extension of Frecthought in New Zealand
were situated at Dunedin, wheve throngh the energy and outspelen
hravery of Mr. Rohert Blout and a fow other gentivien, a powerful
Associntion had been formed, throngh whose ageney  similar
Associations had Leen established in Cliristehureh, Wellington,
and Wanganui.  Here the work of organisation hal been aclively
initiated by Mr, WL TE Webbe, a gentleman, who il but recently
arvived from FEoglaw], where he was & member of the National
Neeular Society.  The utmost suceess Jaul nttcmlc‘ul his excriions,
and, although enly a month bad clapsod since the fivst cireular was
issued, that crowderd meeting gave promise of & prosperons career.
Their avrangerients were nob yot yuite scitled, — Conmittees had
heen appointed to undertake the formation of o literary and dr{h;ttmg
eluss Tor young men to meet on Sunday mornings, and of a Sunday
scliool for children to be held in ihe afternyon, while the cvening
meetings would, for the present, consist of readings, debates,
literary papers, and leetures anmd musical selections. Professor
Caillian andd Mre. W1 Webbe were engaged in the formation of a
strong orchestra and cheir, and they confidently expectad to earry
the undertaking to a trinmpliant swecess, e thonght they conld
not Jdo better than endew their Assoeintion with the seenlar
advantages whiclh all the Churehes alforded their members, aml this
could best be done by mntual Lelp amd good ergauisation.  Their
abjects were to inculeate the study of natare awd of seience, rather
than of theology, and to practise and thus preach by their example,
as well ag by preeept, the lessons of trne morality, 1k should be
one of thelr primary duties to pay 20s in the £, to discharge faithfully
their duties as nmen and citizens, and fo extend to others the frecdom
they claimed for themselves.  He hoped they would be able to
assist in filling np the so-called ¢ bottomless pit 7 with the devils,
ogres, aml superstitions fancies of theolony, awd in planting over it
the tree of knowledoe,  After o Tandatory reference to the liberal
tone and spirit of the press of the city, the Chaimman concluded by
veading the rules and regwlations of the Assoviation, which were :llh(i
those, as he explained, of the National Hecular Association of
Lowdon.—Mr. W, H. Webhe advocated aggressive Freethought,
aceused the Churches of a wofnl lark of that charity and
toleranee which they professed, and then entered npon a trenchant
criticism of the DBible—Mr. Geo. Clements, after commending
to general attention T Frerrnoveur Review, and reading an
extmct from it, went om to point ont that the so-called
“wide spreading of  infllelity 7 which e clergy  were so
contimully bewailing was nothing nwre or Jess than the iifusion
of intelligenee, My, William Cooper counsclled moderation and
forbearimee, deprecated any intolerance of tone vr spivit tiavanls
the vrthodox or their pastors, besides strikinga pavalldd bubween the
foundation of Christianity mud the formation of that Associabion in
the fact that hoth were inaugueated by thirteen men, o their
case, however, he thought they conld elaim the distinetion that
they had not adudas amongst them, - Alternating with the spesches
virlous musieal selections and recitations were rendered, viz., o
piinoforte duct from © The Poctand Peasant 7 by Miss K. Camphell
awd My. W Ho Webhe 5 as a piavoforte solo, fantasia on airs from
Lo Trviate ™ veading, “The Bal Boy Tries to Converd the
Totidel Boy,™ My Gerald Dillom 5 as nadnet for piane and violin,
Boccherint's pretty little Minuet, the Misses Cailliaw; recitation,
CCShamus OBrien,” My, .0 Kennedy,  The musical selections
wera gowl, Mro Dillon’s reading was hivhly amusing, and MMy,
Kennedy’s was o dicst-class  cloentionary  treat, slemonstrating
the gentleman’s listrionic power.—2Mr, Cooper, ina culogistic
speech, moved a vote of thanks Lo Messrs Kennedy and Dillen, and
1t was passed with aeclnmation.”—* Star)

We have engngel the Lorne Street Hall for twe months, amd inc
all probabilify the tine will he extended to twelve months, We
already number over one nuidred members.

The Christions have been sleeping, onr Associntion has awiliened
them,  Last nicht they convened a mecting to organise a Sovicty
to hunt up evigences to bolster vp thelr worn-out crecd.

[ my February letler T will veport you weconnt of month's worl,

Yours faathiully,
Wl Wenne,
tHon. Secvetary g fon,

We o congratulate onr Aocklond friends

auspicious conuncncement of their Association.,

on the

A G]ik:.[il{.\L COUNCIL OIF IFRELETIOUGIT.

Dunedin Freethon:sht Assocation,
Lyeenm, J0th January, 1854,

SN peagrapd In Toe Frrrrrovaom Beview for Jawary
T alivected the altention of this Association to the desirability of
federating the vavions Freethought Associations throughout New
Zealand, I pursnancs wf the suwecestion thevein contained, the
conmittee of the DVELAL as ity Tast meeling passed the Tollvwing
resolabions @ -

1 That the various Freethongdil Associations of New Zealand he

~invited to send delegates to a Conferenee, to be held in Danedin at

the Lycewn [Tall, hegiming on Mowday, the 10th March, with a
view to forming a General Couwcdl of Freethonght for New Zealand.
2, That Robert Stout, Fsg., President of the TR AL and 1
Uheyne Paenies Fxeg, MO De appointed delegndes to vepresent the
al suel mcebing,
lad M Faenie be empowererd to commnmieate with the ether
Now Zealaw] Frecthought Associations with a view to bring about
sichomeeting of delegates,

The vecessity of vocoperatlon i organising amd strengthening the
Frecthought party i this eolony s =o apparent that | fvel sure that
your Associntion will readily recognise the advantages likoly {o
acorne frome the nnion we prepose. The recent prosecutions of
TFroecthinkers in Bogluad make 16 ouly too obvious that the active




