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so it has ever been a landmark of Free-Masonvy that the
Entered Apprentice should he of that sex.  (3.) The position
of the Graud Orient of -France, numerically speaking, is
mproving, bt is nob so important as cither of the reling
Masonie authoritics of Great Dritain or Ireland. Ly 1832
it had 523 < ateliors” ov . workshops,” composed of 2706
lodges, 23 chapters, 12 councils, 1 consistory, and the
Grand College of Rites nunder its jurisdiction.  Fn Sepb,,
1883, it had inereased its “ateliers ™ to 329, Its finaneinl
position is very weal, the income heing comparatively
small (about £35000), and the expenditure so extravagant as
to leave o balance on the wrong side of the ledger, (4 1
have been informed there is a lodge in Queensland holding
from the Grand Orvient ; there are none in this colony, A
letter was forwarded to the Grand Secrctary from New
Ziealand some five years since, requesting information as o
their nwode of work and if charters could he procured, but
ne answer was returned.—

QUERIES.

l.—Can any of your readers iuform me concerning the
literary career and pesition of Me. Bhorthouse, the author
of #Jokn Inglesant, a Romance,” who about a year ago
swldenly rose to the top of Mudic's Tist Y.

9,—Wlat 1s the hest definition of gravity 1—

3—Where does St Paul vecommend eraft and lymg?

4+ —What were the religions opinions of Fuepson ? —

§.—~Can any of your readers give n sketeh of the prograwnic
and work of a children’s Lyceum *—

6.—How would onc proceed to draw up o code of morals
for instruction in the State Hehools I—

Achichs.

The Belief in the Inunoitality of the Soul: * The Westininster
leview,” October, 1883,

The belief in the inmortality of the sonl is made the
subject of an exhaustive cnquiny in the arcticle under
notice, Tt is abservad that great beliefs romain unchanged,
while the ground is continually shifting npon which they
are maintained. ¢ Position after position is chosen and
abandoned ;  entrenchments, seemingly impreguable, arve
relinquished after short contests changes of front wre
effected to elude “defeat: each army scems to be “feeling
its opponent, and gradually maneaviing townrds the growul
where it means to pat forth its full strength, Dot again
and again decisive action iy defereed, and ane liie of defence
is na sooner broken thioush than another 1s thrown up
behind.”  First there was the theological belief, accepted on
the authovity of a creed.  Next cune the metephysical,
founded on netions concerning immaterial essences.  Then
reasans were songht in posizive vesearch, the metamorphosis
of insects fwrnishing o kind of parailel.  “ History was
invaled to show that the belief In a future life was o
necessity of the luman intelleet, wn instinet which could
not Le without a justifiention in veality ; and finally, the
pliecnomenn clicited by Alndern Spiritualisim . 1nusk
be recarded, inn great measure, wsan ondevor Lo establisly
thedisired demonstration hy actnal experiment.”” ““Alongside
of these definees must be placed the plea that the belief in
Bnmortslity iy imlisppns;ﬂ;lv, tnasmuch as movality woull he
baseless, and lile not worth living  without it.”  The
reviewer proceeds Lo enuire from these difterent stacting
poinis—* Why and how did it originate, what lins heen its
function in the education of our race, and what is its value
now 7 Space will not allow us to do more than give the
writer's conelusion that in each case the ground for the
belicf is untenable.  The Reviewer concludes: “To the
present writer {for in such matters every one must speak
for himself) there seems to be something  excessive,
abnormal, morbid, in this clinging to exislence through
oternily.  Are you wever {o have cnough of it?  We can
almit tliat a e should rise hongry from a feast, especially
if he has been interrupted in it—well then, Teb the courses
he Lrought an again, and 1 o osecond dinner s still
insullicient, let there Be o thind, o fouwrth. 1t ix
there never o be an et Is this Self so precidus thad it
cap uever be resignedt May ibonot b thal others will

want their turn?  We can but put the question, and let

each reader answer it as best befits his taste.”

The Diography of Charles Droadlangh . By Avoveur 8.
Heanmvorey,  Freethonght  Publishing Co., Fleet
Strecet, London.

There is recently to land a seeond cdition, revised and
enlarged, of the history of Charles Dradlaugh to the prosent
time. 1t Js a plainly-written” hook, and ne deubl is nofb
intended to be considered an exhanstive examination of the
work and chaacter of the “incomplete” member for
Northampton.  We are of opinion that the hest-written
oiographics are generally those whiel deseribe the lives of
memorable swen and women when they are beyond praise
or censure, anvl the work nnder consideration is no exeeption
to this rule.  Another striking instance of the truth of this
privciple we have in the “lives” of DMr. Gladstone, by
Barrett Smith oud Lewis Apjohn.  However, there 1y
nothing caliing for regret in this biograplhy of Charles
Bradluugh, and Mr, Ileadingley within the limits of his
sketel: has produced a very interesting book.  One eannot
reacd the first chapter, detatling the school-days of the great
reformer, without being carvied along through all the
exeiting and singular incldents of lis dauntless earcer to the
Listorte Northampton election of April, 1830, Tt is
generally conceded that but for his iconoclustic attitude
towards theology and great intevests, Uharles Dradlavgh
would have been numbered among the weatest stateswen,
orators, and lawyers of lis time. e hag scholmly
pretensions not to be despised) as o platform speaker he
has a power and finish whiel few men possess, and Te is an
uncompromising foe te any abuse.  That he has made
mistakes none cun deny. Where is he who Tasnot 1 Dut
in ahmost every instance it has beew on questions of policy,
amd the probity of Charles Bradlangl’s life is above any
serious charge,  But we are just new mosi concerned with
M. Headingley's literary production. .~ We think it a pity
that this writer did not give & fuller history of the seenlar
movement, and more especially where the suljeet of Lis
biography was concerned.  For example no mention s
made of the well-known two nights” able delate in the Hall
of Scienee hebween Mr. Bradlingh and M, (50, Holyooke.
It is an dmportant and intevesting chapter in the Instory of
the Freethought movement i England, 1t threatened all
organisution at the time, and we can reeall to memory sonie
other equally momentous events not alludeld to even by Mr,
Headingley, Taking 3f, however, asa fragmentary bography
of Charles Bradlangl, we weleome 36 mest hemrtily as
showing what smgleness of purpose aud  conrage can
accomplish.  Here agreat dead which ealls forth
out adimiration, and a perusal of the biography cunnot fail
tonet as a stimulus Lo inereased cftorts on the part of all
Freethinlers,
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Carresponveice.

RERAMONS,

O TIE FREETHOUGIIT REVIEW,

Nig, -1 have heard many serimons, hut the following are so unigne
in theiv way that I will give vou themere entline, and then et your
readers judue for themselves, - The first was by o Dabyite, taken
frow the text, © I 1, your lord and nisstor, wash your feet, soonght
ve to wash one anothers”  One would expect that a lesson on
humility was the bovden of this tuxt; bot in place of that, this
minister ocenpied fully half an hour in proving, or trying to prove,
that the feet must be the dirtiest part of the body, aud this is the
reason why Christ so peremptortly commanils his diseiples to wash
their neighbor’s feet,  The sceond sermon was given in o Chureh of
Fngland place of worship in this city.  The subject was o charity
sermon, aud the text was, “ Make for yoursclves friends of the
Mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye fail they may receive
you into everlasling halitations.”  From this the rev. gentleman
endeavored to press on his heavers the neeessity of giving alms or
charity, for “we arve to make fricnds of the Mammon  of
mnrivhiteonsness, al ifwe Tadl in obtaining one place of rest in the
world to come, they may at least reccive us into thelr everlasting
Labitations.”  "The anthors of these two serntons are dead aud gone,
awd by withhoelding their names we render xome respect to the olid
adnge, ¢ De woriois wil sisi boon ™ but the anthor of the following
is still alive, sl Heelor of St Matthew's Chureh in this city, awl
he can, i Lie likes, defemd hiinself if 1 have misnnderstuod i
About two years ago he was delivering o course of Teclures on
“eaven, Blel, the Judgment, 8¢ and in relerence to $his last hu
remarked, ¢ We are not to imagine that the old vrthodex opinion
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