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Aotes & Querics,

ANBWIERS.

CHRISTINA AXND CIRIST,

A close resemblanee has Leen found between the life and
mythology of Clrishun and of Christ.  Tor instance,
Chrishna was born in a stable, escaped from a massacre of
infauds, wus nourished by shepherds, eraclfied wish a wond
in his side, hiad & virgin mother, used the words— T am in
them, and they in me”  The legends and dogmas of
Duddhism and Braliminisin were disseminated in Westen
Asia by Tudian missionarvies, and thus Leecame mingled into
Jewizh dectrine ainong the Iissenes of TPalestine—a seet to
whicl both John the Baptist and Jesus belonged.

RORTAPIEREE AND MARAT,

Tnoanswer to A, T omay state that Robesplome was in
theology wdisciple of dewn Jaegues Toussean (e, w deist of
ascntimental type)  1le Lelieved in thie existonee of o just
anl merciful God, and in o futwee sinte of rewards and
punishuients, but net in any authoritutive superitural
revelation,  He lad o considlerable svinpathy for the
pricsthood, and the greatest abhorence of Atheisin,  As to
Marat, T eaunot say positively what his veligious convietions
were ; but it s reported that his favorite books woere

Rousseaw’s © Confussions ™ and the four Gospels.  Many
Agnosties conll say the sune for the latter, hut the

partiadity for Rousscan probaly implies Delsin,—Acexostic.

Tnoreply to AL Ttobespicrre was a Deist. In 1704, the
Convention upon a veport of Rehesplerre proclaimed the
Feeagnition of deity ad the immortality of the soul. The
1()]]0\\1115 extraet from Llobespicrre's .‘\llt,(,dl on the oceasion
ol the decree being adepted {1840, Flaveal, [May Tth]) will
“show what the theslogical opinions of the * seu-green
ineorvuptible ™ were i— What 15 there in common hetween
pricsts and the deity 1 Priests ave to ethics wlhat chavlatans
awre to wedicine. How infinitely s the gol of nature
ditferent trom the god of priests 1 T know nothing so much
resebling Atheisimoas the religions they have fubrieated,
By degrading the Supreme Delng they have annihilared Lim
as el as o them Iay 5 they have made hiw gometines a
ball of fire, sometimes an ox, sometimes o tree, souctimes a
man, sometimes o king, - Priests have ercated u God after
theiv own Hkeness ; they have made him jenlous, capricious,
covetous, eruch, and hmplacable. They live teeated him as
in thmes past the macrors of the palace treated the deseendants
of Clovis, in order that they uight reign I his name and
usury his plaee ; they have chained him i Heaven as in a
palice, and have ealled Lin o earth only to demand for
their own profit titles, lands, honours, luxury, and power.
The veritable temyple of the Supreme n cing is the universe ;
his creed, virtue ; his worship, the f:lulnc‘w of a multitude
assembled hefore Imn to strepgthen the bands of universal
brotherhood, and to ofter Lim - the homage of pure and
sensitive heaets” T eaunot find any avthority on Marat’s
theologieul views, s parents were Calvinists,—3W, LT,

GODs BORN OIY VILRGINS,

Through @ worlk presented to the \Vdn;_mmu Freothonght
Association by our genersus donor 4 Blue Peneil,” 1 am
cabled to answer € Pan’s " gquery as o gome © Cods horn
of virginsg”  Aucient and mythologienl history abounds
with such events, [t onee beeame so common in Grecce
that a king issned an edict deerseing the death of all young
women who should offer such an insalt to deity as to claim
such pateruity for theiv children.  The virgin  Alceus
cladmed God ws the father of the divine Redeemcer Aleldoes,
12s0 B Ceres, the virgin mother of Osivls, was suid to
Le the ehild of “the father of all the (:o:fa.’ Mayenee,
vivgin mother of the god-sived Hesus, of the Druids, = Tien
and Chang-ti were worshipped by the Chinese as Gods born
of virging more than 2500 years ago.  Mals, mother of
Sakin gy Yasoda, mother of Chrishna; Celestine, mother of
the crueified Zulis; Chimalwman, mother of ”lw\ Jdeote ;
Semele, mother of ch Egyptinn ,ult(‘]lih ; Prudence, miother
of Herenles : Alccaus, mother of Aleides 3 and Bhing-Moun,
molhm of X u —wera all helieved to be pave, holy and eliaste
tluu o lslnmn divinely begotlen Saviours and
sin .lenu'r mediators, just as Mary : and Jesus are credited
Ly Christians. Any standard thtlullnll‘) of wmythology

i

' oword Christ as Clirest.

will furnish more particulars, and Davies' * Universal
Etymolooy,” Auguste Nichol’s * Philosophical Kssays on
Clristinnity,” Guigne’s “History of the Huns,” and
Riquord's < Theology of the Ancient Gauls,” are good
authoritics. As to * Pan's" further query anent the origin
of the word Cluist, T cannot do better than quete M.
Kersey Graves: ¢ The Christian  writer  Elsley, in his
¢ Amnotations of the Gospels' (vol. i, . 25), spells the
The people of Lorette hiad a black
Haviour, ealled Chaest or Christ. Luelen, in his ¢ Philopatris,)
adimits the aneient Gentiles had the nwne of Christ, which
shows it was a heathen title. The Chaldeans had their
Chrix, the Hindoos theiv Chrishie, the Grecks their Chrest,
and the CGhristinns their Chirist, all, doubtless, derived from
the saue ovigingl root."—Y.

TIIE MAORT ATUA.

Reply to the Query respeeting the dMaorl Atua in No.
3 of the Review :—The eonception: of the New Zealander
with regard to the futiwre state after death would seem to
be very vague.  They snppesed there were many gods, bub
there were only two v three of thein of any recozgnised
Importanee, sueh as Maru, T, and Taubo ki Achl the
death of anyone, his spivit provecdod rapidly to o ¢llb
near the Novth (€ Sape and sprang off, disappearing inte the
sea wnl reappearing again in the Beinga, the abode of
disernbodiod splits huo they all .usonﬂ;!c.l, the goad, bad,
and the indifferent. They carvied on theiv contentions Lere
as they used when they formerly inhabited the human form

when ot cartl,  They fought, they loved, and died again,
hut after this second death no one scems to be able to tell
what hecame of them—even their tohungas do not pretend
to say, except they bheenme Ngaronoiho, viz, disappeared.
Maru, Tu, and Tanhaki ruled the destinies of man on enrth,
but it dors not appear that they had anything to do with
the Deingn, awd ditted about from place to plice, appearing
only to the seers and tolinngus (priests). These delties
were, on the wlhole, antagonistic io mankind, but if
propitiated through their pricsts would permit the tribe to
be suecesstul I war or in any tribal undertakings,  Then
they would assist individuals in thelr pursaits. I a tribe
was golug 1o war they would make presents to propitiate
the gods thvough the priests, who weould place a number of
reeds in the ground, and then retiring a short distance,
pronounce an incantation, und  then send short clubs
whitling amoangst the,reeds, and judge by the way they fell
whether the gods would erown the expedition with victory.
If & man-caught an unusually huge aud fab cel, it was
expected Lie would give, if not the w 1101(.-,, at lonst o 1)010011;
of it {o the priest as o present for Mavie or Taubalkd, and
thus scenre & continuance of good fortune. Woe betide the
uithuppy person who should steal Marn's prosends ; cortain
death would follow such a transaction,  There was no hope
of reward hereafter or punishment for good or bhad conduct
during the life wpon earth.  Opinions differ as to the fool
eaten by the spivits in the Reingn,  Nomuw say they live on
large wunaras 3 other priests say they eateh {lies uncd inseets
and subsist on these, over which they quarrel and fight.
On my retarn ouce to Wanganul frow the Novth, 1
happened to mention that L Lad been te the Rorenga
Wairna (Spirit's Flightp—the ¢liff.  An old man drew near
me, aud asked me if T had noticed any spivits leap off into
the sea. 1 told him that thoy came so rapidly one after the
other, that the noise made by the splashing as they jumped
into tho water made (uite o noise. © AL he mplwd,
“Phen it i1s true. T thought it was so, and what the
mizsionaries have told us 1y wrong.”— 1 AMoD,

MASOXNIC,

In nnswer to DL-—(1.} General Assemblies of the Craft
are spoken of as hunn helld as early as the fourtly centur v of
the Christinn cra, at Which 2 Grand Muastor was qummll}
chosen,  But the fivst vecord of a Grand Lodge meeling,
when the constitution wmud charges woee  framoed and
adopted, s said to have met at Yok in the reign of
Athelstane, AT 926, (2 The ]mtm'v of Bpeculative or
Tree-JMasonvy shows that it was wafted on to Operative
AMasoney, and we do not learn from the transietons ol Yy
of the guilds that women were adimitted Lo piaticipate
theiv Tubors, The construction of wmaterinl Temples by our
ancient operntive brethven ave idealized by their descendants
of to-day i the constrnetion of the Temple of the Mind, and
as our operative hrethren requited s male ws an appreutice,



