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Mzrs, Moore's paper on ¥ Spiritualism Considered as
“a Religion,” gives a very fair idea of a belief which
has grown far more rapidly than Christianity grew in
the first two or three centuries, and is formed under
conditions which are in many respecs analogous. In
each case the decay of the old faith prepared thesoilin
which the new Iaith grew, In each case the desire to
support the dedtrine of immortality by some more direct
evidence than that derived from a gradually developing
tradition, furnished a strong motive {o accept any
testimony that tended to confirm it.
extremely able article on * The Beliefin the Immortality
¢ of the Soul,” in the O&tober numberof the Westinster
Review, remarks: “ Of all the attemipts made hitherto
t to secure a basis for the Dbelief in a future life, the
“best, In our opinion, 1s that of modern Spiritists.
¢ Unsuccessful as we deem it to have been, it deserves
*at least the credit of a failure in the right direction,
“a consistent and a nccessary experiment.”  Their
theory s, that the disembodied human being is an
organism, so related to this world as to be capable
under certain conditions of communicating with its
inhabitants. This Lrings the question within the rasge

The writer of an

Spiritists have opened the door to
# The next

of positive science.
scientific enquiry as to matters of fact.
‘¢ question, however,” continues the writer, *is whether
“they have succeeded in adducing any cvidence as to
‘¢ the existence of spirits, and to this the reply, in our
i+ opinion, must be an unmitigated negative.”

Whatever may be the final conclusion arrived at on
the question of Spiritualism—how much is fraud, how
much is honest self-delusion, how much is erroncous
inference, and how much is due to tiat religious
training which makes credulity a virtue—one thing 1is
clear, which is, that its growth cannot be favorable to
orthodoxy. Spirituahism is cither true or false, If
true, it must diredtly displace Christlanity. If false, 1t
is a strong logical argument against Christianity put
in a most praftical form, for it is cbvious that if
millions of intelligent persons have I our ewn day
been the victims of a delusion, there is no reason
whatever for assuming that the Christian belief s not
the result of a similar delusion, Hence the list of
eminent men—such as Mr. Wallace gives in his book
on “ Miracles and Modern Spiritualism "—whae consider
the evidence for Spiritualism convineing, may prove to
be ¢ shocking examples " of human credulity, showing
how little weight should be attached to authority where
the supernatural is concerned,

The late Judge Maning had during his life and
while still in health imbibed the philosophy of the age,
his ¢ faith " growing weak as his reasoning progressed,
He fell il of a discasc beyond thie power of the
physician’s art, and endured the summation of human
suffering-- a slow cancer cating his life away.  In this
state he wrote the following letter to Bishop Abraham :
— ] am scarcely able to wrile, but make the endeavor

‘“ to thank you most hearlily for the kind Ietter which I
“have but'this moment received. After many a hard
“struggle against the ideas of the modern so-called
““ philosophers, I have only just now begun to think I
“ have faith in Christ as being both Man and God, and
“ your letter came to helpand encourage me. Do pray
“to God to help my unbelief. My mind is not strong
“enough nor my body either to write more, only, dear
“Bishop, pray for me that my faith be helped and
“strengthened to the last. I am in so much pain I
“must end here, I will not trouble you to come to sec
“me. 1 am well read and well taught, and have
“thought much on the proofs and evidences of our
“religion, and if T have therefore not faith enough to
“save me, it is the mere fault of mine. 1 neverthicless
““hope and trust in God and Christ for mercy on a
“truly repentant sinner.  Pray that my faith be made
“clear, dear Iishop; your letter shows you to bea
“faithful shepherd,  Excuse incoherence, I am very
A newspaper, in publishing this melancholy
letter, observes: ¢ If there is anything real and genuine
“in the Christian religion it will assurcdly show itsclf
“when death is in full view and certzin prospect,  The
“following letter, written by the late Judge Maning,
“should be sufficient to prove that religion with him

Cowveak.”

“wus no mere crapty profession or insane fancy.” The
letter proves exactly thereverse.  Poor Maning, in the
depth of his suffering, says he has ¢ thought much on
“the proofs and evidences of our religion,” and doubts
whether he has sufficient faith to save him. The
strong man reduced to the extreme point of physical
weakess through pain, the ovce vigorous mind left

! Just conscious of its cwn “incoherence,'—is a state

wherein Christianity is welcome to find testimeny to
to the truth of its creed!

If Christianity is to Hve it must have better reasons
than death-bed confessions.  The Freethinker may
well rest content with the thought that when the mind
is vigorous it grasps the conclusions of science, rejediing
myth; and he can afferd to concede any advantage to
be found in the partial or entire celipse of reason in the
valley of the shadow of death. . The strong mind in
the healthy body comes te sec that the  evidences”
are bascless. If perchance this mind weakened by
disease should sink into sccond childishness, fearing
the hobgoblins which as a child were conjured to
terrify,—what is there in that cither toarrest the decay
of a faith or weaken the moral self-rcliance of the
Freethinker ?

The DBishop of Melbourne has provided from his
armoury an old weapon refurbished in defence of
Christianity. In aspcech lately delivered he Jauntily
referred to the associalion between Indian mythology
and Christianity, and strongly advised his hearers
when they were met with analogics of the kind to reply
~—-fampossible,”  So confidently did Bishop Moorhouse
rely on this vigerous style of dialectics that he repeated
the advice several times,  The Pope was accustomed
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to defend his temporal power by a won possumis—an
ever ready and effedtive reply to the long-drawn-out
reasons and vanities of the vrdinary diplomatist, It
may be that the Australian Bishop has taken a leaf
from the Pope's book. No oue will venture to deny
that the Sacred College has an intimate knowledge of
human nature, or that when it shifts its ground it has
sufficient cause in fadts colledted by the most perfect of
crganisations and from the widest field. It is not
surprising therefore that a Protestant Bishop should
be found profiting by the lessons set him at Rome.  The
money-making Melbournite has little time to discuss
such intricate matters as comparative mythology or
religion, A spiritual feader of such consummate tact
as Bishop Moorhouse would grasp the position in a
moment, and provide a patent argument to save time
and trouble, and yet withal be unanswerable, Has he
not succeeded? Could any argument be niere conclusive
and satisfactory to the church-goer not wishing to be
bothered than ** impossible ' !

If we could insure that the whole population of New
Zealand were supplied with religious papers like, for
instance, the ¢ Christian Record,’ a large accession 1o
the ranks of the Freethought party might be expected
to follow. Tor in the art of cxhibiting the sectarian
virtues of falsehood, personality and rancour the
Christian press is certainly not unfaithful to irs trust.
We have seen a paragraph quoted from the ¢ Christian
Record,” in reply to one in the ' Presbyterian * on the
“ Echo,’ and of bitterncss and malevelence of spirit it
would be ncarly impossible to have anything more
charadteristic.  We shall not sully our columns by
quoting the vicious but silly effusion, [t is just
sufficient to note the fact that when an illustration of
the ““virtues" we have named is required, onc has' only
to take up a religious newspaper and he is surc not to
have far to read before finding it, The degradation of
the religious press is becoming proverbial. Only the
other day the « Australasian’ exposed a wvery flagrant
instance of piracy on the part of a Melbourne religious
paper, in which an article from the * Saturday Review’
had been appropriated in a way intended to prevent
the fraud from being discovercd, DBy thelr fruits they
are known, and it is not illogical to infer that a creced
under which such traits of charactur arc devcloped s
a moral failure,

Our Sydney contemporary © The Liberal,” innoticing
cur remarks on Masonry, hias not a good word to say

for the Craft, which it denounces on the ground of .

superstitious reverence for an exploded theology, and
exclusiveness with regard to womien., It refurs Lo
the fact that English Masonry repudiated the Grand
Orient of France beecause it struck from its ritual all
reference to a god—an argument rather in favor of the
contention of Lileral that the order is
progressive. A system of moralily, veiled in allegory,
and fllustrated by symbols,” hay within it the principic
of development uncontrolled by the forms and dress
i which it appears to the world,  The step talen by
the Grand Orient is proof that the central truth may I
preserved shile the allggory undergocs modification ;
and the time may not be far distant when opinion vy
have renderel nccessary changes cven o thoe most
orthodexof theconstitutions, At any rate, we new that
Ireethought has many war friends in the Crafs, who
would be prepared to accept changes which would
indicatethat virtue required norcligious sanctionstogive

Masons

The exclusion of women is a rclic of ancient
aud medieval times no deubt, and we would desire io
gee a4 tendency to recognise that no civilisation founded

it force.

on a pure morality can be attained unless women are
unreservedly admitted to the position of co-workers
with men, But Rome was not built in a day, and it is
suflicient to find that in the march of events we are
nearing the goal,

It will be scen from our Progress column that the
Dunedin Association has taken the initiative towards
the establishment of a General Council representing
the different recthought Associations throughout the
colony. e trust there will be a gencral response, and
that we shall soon have the pleasurc of reporting the first
mecting of our own Federal Council. The Freethought
movenient has lately been making steady progress, of
which the formation of fresh Asseciations will always
be the surest sign,  In most of the populous centres
our #lag has been raised, and it is to be hoped that
other communities will follow the example.  When
every town in the colony has its Association, the time

will have gone by for concealing one's opinions,  The
right of association and meeting is one of the most
valuable privileges frec mien can possess,  Let this

right Le [reely exereised wherever there are a few who
arc hold to thik for themselves on all questions, and
the recthought movement will quickly grow into a
ereat power in this colony,  An anunual mectung of the
the delegates of the different
socictics will give unity of purpese, nspire respedt
commensurate with its influence, and give a
Lmpetus to the cause.

Council composed of

fresh

It is freruently asscrted by the clergy that morals
and reiigion are nol tanght n the public schools, and
that this 1s sullicient reason for a change of system.
Qur answer s that there 1s no reason why moerals
should not be taught i the public schools, and that
religion is not nceessary.  The sccond part of this
reply at least may not be accepted, and the war
will have to rage.  Dut that morality—the highest
motality—can and ought to be taught is, we think,
evident,  Lvery school teacher ought to be a meral
and he who

wstructor, lacks the qualification is

without the first essential of his profession, Lot us
give an illustration of what we mean by moral
matruction. The sccond master of the Wanganul

Collegiate School—a trust school not under the Aft—
in taling farewell of the boys as editor of a periodical
in counexion with the school, gave them some parting
advice,  He observed:  The fashion of a school is sct
by the upper forms, the eleven, and the f{iftecen. If
“they are bard-working, honorable, manly, and
“obedient to authority, so will the rest of the boys;
but if they waste their time, adt dishonorably, tall
coarscly or impurely, or ridicuic sacred things, their
example will sow sceds in sole hearts which will

¢

(13

“hring a crop of ruin in after life,”  Turther:
¢ Remember that no  word, expression, or  deed,
“however smally, dics, somcone notices it, and its

effect will last for ever. You are a part of the rising
generation from whom will spring o great Now
Zealand nation, To you will {all no small share of
making that nation woral and toble, oo corrupt and
base,

[ ask you carnestly to grant my last request
Loy amd Ko up fo wokat pou buoto o be rigiit, [Theilabics
arc his.|  Never et the honor of your school Lo
«arnished by your means,”
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There is here in this exccllent address just such
instruction and advice as constitute the very cssence
of marais, and if a itcacher enforced

continually in governing his school, he would be
instilling into the minds of the young habits of thought
and action that would infinence them throughout the
whaole of their after life.  LEvery schoolmaster is a
moral teacher morc or less, when the full
importance of one of the noblest professions is in this
onc respect  realised,

such 2 lcsson

and
the once despised and now
inadequately-recognised school teacher will occupy
a higher place in the estimation of socicly. ‘Lo
mstruct others thoroughly a man must convey the
impression that he himself lives up to the standard he
has crected for his school.  In the instance we have
given of moral instruction, precept and example went
hand in hand, proeducing sympathy and enthusiasm
and right conduct. Deligion was not wanted. The
master probably saw that it would only weaken the
moral lesson,

A Professor of one of our Colleges lately remarked to
the present writer that the Frecthought movement in
its aggressiveness tended to prevent the spread of
frecthought, and he held that undermining or sapping
while remaining within the Church was more likely to
destroy theological systems.  The writer suggested
that had Paul attempted to Cluistianise Judaism by
such means, we should not have hcard of Christianity,
and that the great enthusiast in taking the open and
bald course, took the only course likely to spread his
faith. It would be vain to deny that change of religious
opinions is often brought about by those nomiinally
within the Church., In an age of discussion it is
impossible to limit the range of influence posscssed by
a man of genins and sincerity, while every one who
thinks at all for himself, even within the walls of a
mite to the ultimate
DBut it is havdly philosophic to say that
an aggressive propaganda tends to arrest the march of
colightened opinion.  In Lngland the Droad Church
party fndsits recruits mainly among the Iettered and
leisured, Teaving the masses in the hands of {he
“Methedists and Revivalists.  But Charies Bradlaugh
comes on the scene with a bold and active propaganda

conventicle, contributes his

revolution,

among the masses, and raises an army of Frecthinkers
glli(l(‘,(-l by reason and refledtion : the citadel  of
supcerstition “is assailed on all sides, and falls before
nutubers and  intelligence. ” What  did the cultured
Decisin of the eighicenth century do to break down the
creeds and secls 2 And why did it {ail 7 The answer,
wethink, must be, because there was no Dhold and
houcest and aggressive propaganda
people.

carried among the

CoD.

Most sehoals of thonght agree that the existence of (God
is not demonstrable: many of onv deepest thinkers 1ejech
altogelher the Orthodox and the semi-Orthodox iden of Crod,
Menand wowen who hive mental and moral conrage enough
to face this gravest of all «questions, find themselves
cotpelled  to renounce, one by one, all the netions of a
Detly which they ever Leld. They see that the atributes
aseribed to him by elistion and devoul Theist, are hus
magnified human atteibutes, the gigantic wist and shadow
formed by the huwan Ggnre. They are foreed to allow
that will, personality, intelligenee, wind conselousuess wre
nothing but hunnan unperfections and linitations, which,
projected into boundless space and dignificd by the title of
nfinite, are bound up together into one ideal, heroje fioare,
add baptized with the nawe of God——Aunic Desaut’s
#True Buasis of Morality.,”

(\p . oy
Aealth  Jlotes.

D, Bektamy, ina vecont munhor of the © Geamdhedt, says
that, the Leadache, restlessness, &e., which are somelines
cused by keeping flowers in bedreoins, do not result
from any special propertios of the floweps themselves, i
fiom the continued strain brought to Lear upen the olfuctory
nerves,

Walking, of itself, says Dy Sargent, of Thuvand College,
is of no value as an exercise, hul spiriterdd walk is one of
the finest of all exercises.  1f o wan enters Leavtily into
this exereize he will be bencfited by it.  Tlorseback riding
Is an excellent exercise for eireulation ag very little of the
nervous energy is expended. For a person who uses the
mind excessively, however, this form of excreise is nok sood, .
2516 produces nervousness, Nwinmming is, without exception
one of the finest of all physical excreises. 1 developes
especidly the lower portion of the chest, the lews and arns,
Ruonuing, ata vegular and fixed pace ; boxing, to teaeh one
1o keep the tomper wnder adverse elrentstunees ;
and caoeing

o)

rowing
to strongthen the upper part of the thorax
aud chestave nseful. The benedit to be dorived (rom rogulay
practice I o gymuasinm, Ly which the wind and nerve
centres are so trained that they have o certain nmount of
control over the hody, so that While the mnseley may glve
out, this mental power, when once oblained by physical
training, will never be lost, is of the greatest account,

A Medieal Commission, whicl was appointed not long
ago in Germany to study eertain questions relating to the
constriction of school buildings, has made an interesting
eeport which certainly must be vegavded as mavking a step
i advance in that branell of seienee.  In the natter ot
ventilation we find that the members of the Comimission
ngree with all the other experts who Lave investigated the
subject, in inereasing the quantity of frosh aiv, which is to
be regarded as essentin! to liealth. Tt is but 1 shout tine
sinee w thousand foet of air per howr for enelr pupil was
regarded as nn extremely liberal theoretieal alowanes for
healthy ehildven, and in practice, in this country, at least o
voom iwhich a hundeed and fifty or two hundred fect per
hour is actually supplied to cach person is regarded as
admivably venttlated. Now, however, those who have long
submitted to be aceused of foolish extravagang: in lusisting
that this is an inaderuate allowanee, winy cite the authority
of the German doctors, who sct 2120 cubie foot per hour for
cach pupil as the winimum quantity of fresh oir to Le
supplied. T the best arvanged shalts of metal, fitted with
gits Lames, stoves ov other artificin] means for promating the
draught, the upward ecuarent  will oceasionally reach o
veloeity of v thousad feet per minute in eold weatlier,
although the average is ravely more than 500 fect, aud
generadly mueh less 5 so that a room containing 60 pupils
should have wn ontlet shaft of 4 siquave feet or more in
sectional aren, to e eyven enpable of such ventilation as is
provounced essentinl,  In regard ty lighting the nuew
Commission totally denies the famuous theory of unilateral
illumination, following in this vespect the Freach authoritics
who began to eall it In question yenr or so ngo. In the
Lunguage of the repopt, ity practically impossible, even with
lofty and navvow roows, to obtain suflicient light by this
method.  In enses where openings ean ouly be made in one
wall, the repovt requires that the width of the tiors between
the windows shall not execed three-fourths thnt of the
windows themselves, and that the width of the room shall
not be more than 5 feet greater than the Ieight of the
windows, which would vestrict it in sucl cases to nbout 18
fuct as o waxinuem, Lighting from two sides being then
required under all ordinary clreumstanees, it is advised that
the windows should Le in the oposite walls, on the vight
nud efb of the pupils as seated, Light from the rear is
adwmissible, but is not recommmended, and windows facing the
pupils are prohibited, Walls of neighboring buildings painted
white and reflecting the senshine into thoe sclioolroom
ae very injurious, and tho owners should Lo perswided
or obliged to paind them of a duk color.  The inside fiee
of the walls of the sehool-room itself is o he painted pale
Llue or bluish white; and the ceibing pure white,  Avtifieial
light showld be used withons hesitation en durl il short
days, It is move dangerous o work hy insuificient daytight
than by pasfiche, Argand bueners are preferile s wiving
wstendier Tight, and grounl glass globes e ohjvelionable
o account of the luge proportion of light which they
albsorb.——dmericun dvelifet. ‘
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A friend wriles frome Woodville, TTawke's Bay s It
Lias been decided to take steps for the formation of a
Trecthought Association here, and o mecting for thal
purposc has been called for Friday, the zsth tnstant.
As there are many Freethinkers liere, the movement
will doubtless prove a snccess,

We have been asked fo suggest the hest way of going
about the establishment of a Freethought Association,
We shall give one miethed, and {uvite our friends to
give a better. Where there are say six known
Freethinkers, let them have a private mecting convened
by word of mouth, when matters could be talled over,
and arrangements made for calling by advertisement a
mecting of all who desived to join the Association.
At this mecting a provisicnal committee should be
appeinted to draw up rules awd submit them at a
future meeting,  The permancot conuuittee could be
appointed when the membership rose to a certam
number,  Thatis all. The rest will follow as a matter
of course.

CHRISTCIHURCH TRLEETIHOUGHT ASSO-

CIATION.

The President and Corresponding Secrctary forwards
us a brief epitome of the last month's proceedings of
the above Association ---

Christchurel, Jannary 17th, 1884

RIE,-- On Sunday, the 23vd December, Me IS UL Farnie, ALA,
from Dunedin, kindly gave us o very interesting whilress upon the
¢ Lifeawd Labors of Martin Tuther”™  "Phere was a large attendanee,
although the weather was wifavorable. The smue morning there
was a distribution of a number of pretty prize hooks and toys to the
children attending the Lycenm, il haing present.

On Sunday, the Hth Janwary, o Me S, Parker, one of oue members,
gave an original address upon **Jesus of Nazarcth.”  The subject
was well handled, and elivited considerable applivuse at its conelusion.
This gentlewan has frequently gives original papers upon various
subjects, showing markal cire and ability in their preparation,

Qur Hall has been reccnutly  decorated with heraldic shiclds amd
banners, bearing the names of Galilee, Npinoxa, Brano, Yoltalre,
Tadne, Taell, Davwin, Denton, Huxley, Ingersoll, 1lerhert Spencer,
and Tyndall, and the effectis considered vory good and appropriate.
1t is also intendud to add the names of somie of the aminent women
wiio have distinguished themselves in liternture and Freethonghs.

Qur financinl position at the close of 1982 vendered it necessary to
devise means for increasing our meome, and as it was considered
inadvisalle to raise the subsceription of memnbers, it has Leen decided
to try the plan adopted by the Dunedin Association, viz, to reduce
menmbers” subseription to 3s per annun, payable in one sum ot the
heginuing of the year, thug lessening the worlk of the Seerctarvy, and
to charge all adult males Gl admission to the Sunday evening
meetings. Hitherto non-members only have heen charged adniission
fues, females Leing frec under the past awd present arrangement.

0 Ivo ™ has arrived in Chivistehurel, and purposes le-turing i our
Hall next Sunday, and also oin Wednesday, the 23vd inst,, pending
further arrangenmonts,

We have decided to hold vur annual pie nie on Sunday, the 10th
Februnay.

Ty Jast veport theve way s unfortinate omission of the first
part of o parageaph, which neude the part printed very weals wd
wconsequential, I referred Lo my baving mamed live cibleen in
the Hlall, and went on to say that ** elos with four seculae funcreals,”
cten, ete, dave sullicient veason for the ranarks whivh foltowed.

b send herewith the wupes pnd arbdresses of ten wore annnal
subseribers to your execllently vowlueted Beview, whic-h L hope
suon to invrease to 1ty

.

Yours truly,
Winnian Pearr,
Presilent and Corresponding seeretary CA° AL

FWoe regrel the omission, which was accidental,
PSS

AUCKLAND RATIONALISTIC ASSOCIATION,

e WL L Webbe (the Hon, Scerelary) has kindly
furmished us with the following particulars regarding
the above Association t—-

Ackland, Janeary 15th, 1ssh

S, -last sanday evening, Bho D iostant, we held oue ** dicst
public meetivg”  1h was w greater sweeess than was antieipnted,
Tl © St " report heing oo very Givone Toenclose sane, mul shonhd
De clad 1 you could el space for ity lusertion :“The innog el
mecting of the Aueklond Ratiomlistie Assopintion was seecesslaltly
hield o Sawday evening in the Lorne steeet Tall, which wias ovowded
to the daors 5 indeed, w0 great was the theong that extin forins hadl
to he placed along the passages. Mo AL Camphell, the Prestdent,
oceupied the ehalr, and delivered the oaugural addeess. To the
course of Lis reneerlks e seid that their Assoclatiou traced its origin
tu Homan Catholicism, nnsmouch us it belonged to one of the latust
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developments of that eraption of manly and vourageous free-thiuking
which brouglt about and consnmmated the Protestant Refermation.
The local causes of the extension of Frecthought in New Zealand
were situated at Dunedin, wheve throngh the energy and outspelen
hravery of Mr. Rohert Blout and a fow other gentivien, a powerful
Associntion had been formed, throngh whose ageney  similar
Associations had Leen established in Cliristehureh, Wellington,
and Wanganui.  Here the work of organisation hal been aclively
initiated by Mr, WL TE Webbe, a gentleman, who il but recently
arvived from FEoglaw], where he was & member of the National
Neeular Society.  The utmost suceess Jaul nttcmlc‘ul his excriions,
and, although enly a month bad clapsod since the fivst cireular was
issued, that crowderd meeting gave promise of & prosperons career.
Their avrangerients were nob yot yuite scitled, — Conmittees had
heen appointed to undertake the formation of o literary and dr{h;ttmg
eluss Tor young men to meet on Sunday mornings, and of a Sunday
scliool for children to be held in ihe afternyon, while the cvening
meetings would, for the present, consist of readings, debates,
literary papers, and leetures anmd musical selections. Professor
Caillian andd Mre. W1 Webbe were engaged in the formation of a
strong orchestra and cheir, and they confidently expectad to earry
the undertaking to a trinmpliant swecess, e thonght they conld
not Jdo better than endew their Assoeintion with the seenlar
advantages whiclh all the Churehes alforded their members, aml this
could best be done by mntual Lelp amd good ergauisation.  Their
abjects were to inculeate the study of natare awd of seience, rather
than of theology, and to practise and thus preach by their example,
as well ag by preeept, the lessons of trne morality, 1k should be
one of thelr primary duties to pay 20s in the £, to discharge faithfully
their duties as nmen and citizens, and fo extend to others the frecdom
they claimed for themselves.  He hoped they would be able to
assist in filling np the so-called ¢ bottomless pit 7 with the devils,
ogres, aml superstitions fancies of theolony, awd in planting over it
the tree of knowledoe,  After o Tandatory reference to the liberal
tone and spirit of the press of the city, the Chaimman concluded by
veading the rules and regwlations of the Assoviation, which were :llh(i
those, as he explained, of the National Hecular Association of
Lowdon.—Mr. W, H. Webhe advocated aggressive Freethought,
aceused the Churches of a wofnl lark of that charity and
toleranee which they professed, and then entered npon a trenchant
criticism of the DBible—Mr. Geo. Clements, after commending
to general attention T Frerrnoveur Review, and reading an
extmct from it, went om to point ont that the so-called
“wide spreading of  infllelity 7 which e clergy  were so
contimully bewailing was nothing nwre or Jess than the iifusion
of intelligenee, My, William Cooper counsclled moderation and
forbearimee, deprecated any intolerance of tone vr spivit tiavanls
the vrthodox or their pastors, besides strikinga pavalldd bubween the
foundation of Christianity mud the formation of that Associabion in
the fact that hoth were inaugueated by thirteen men, o their
case, however, he thought they conld elaim the distinetion that
they had not adudas amongst them, - Alternating with the spesches
virlous musieal selections and recitations were rendered, viz., o
piinoforte duct from © The Poctand Peasant 7 by Miss K. Camphell
awd My. W Ho Webhe 5 as a piavoforte solo, fantasia on airs from
Lo Trviate ™ veading, “The Bal Boy Tries to Converd the
Totidel Boy,™ My Gerald Dillom 5 as nadnet for piane and violin,
Boccherint's pretty little Minuet, the Misses Cailliaw; recitation,
CCShamus OBrien,” My, .0 Kennedy,  The musical selections
wera gowl, Mro Dillon’s reading was hivhly amusing, and MMy,
Kennedy’s was o dicst-class  cloentionary  treat, slemonstrating
the gentleman’s listrionic power.—2Mr, Cooper, ina culogistic
speech, moved a vote of thanks Lo Messrs Kennedy and Dillen, and
1t was passed with aeclnmation.”—* Star)

We have engngel the Lorne Street Hall for twe months, amd inc
all probabilify the tine will he extended to twelve months, We
already number over one nuidred members.

The Christions have been sleeping, onr Associntion has awiliened
them,  Last nicht they convened a mecting to organise a Sovicty
to hunt up evigences to bolster vp thelr worn-out crecd.

[ my February letler T will veport you weconnt of month's worl,

Yours faathiully,
Wl Wenne,
tHon. Secvetary g fon,

We o congratulate onr Aocklond friends

auspicious conuncncement of their Association.,

on the

A G]ik:.[il{.\L COUNCIL OIF IFRELETIOUGIT.

Dunedin Freethon:sht Assocation,
Lyeenm, J0th January, 1854,

SN peagrapd In Toe Frrrrrovaom Beview for Jawary
T alivected the altention of this Association to the desirability of
federating the vavions Freethought Associations throughout New
Zealand, I pursnancs wf the suwecestion thevein contained, the
conmittee of the DVELAL as ity Tast meeling passed the Tollvwing
resolabions @ -

1 That the various Freethongdil Associations of New Zealand he

~invited to send delegates to a Conferenee, to be held in Danedin at

the Lycewn [Tall, hegiming on Mowday, the 10th March, with a
view to forming a General Couwcdl of Freethonght for New Zealand.
2, That Robert Stout, Fsg., President of the TR AL and 1
Uheyne Paenies Fxeg, MO De appointed delegndes to vepresent the
al suel mcebing,
lad M Faenie be empowererd to commnmieate with the ether
Now Zealaw] Frecthought Associations with a view to bring about
sichomeeting of delegates,

The vecessity of vocoperatlon i organising amd strengthening the
Frecthought party i this eolony s =o apparent that | fvel sure that
your Associntion will readily recognise the advantages likoly {o
acorne frome the nnion we prepose. The recent prosecutions of
TFroecthinkers in Bogluad make 16 ouly too obvious that the active




spirit of Digotry aul intoleranee is nok yeb dead, and serve to show
what the dominant puty in religion wiil still do when the
opportunity presents itself,  Clreumstanuves may any day arise even
i our owa eolony calling for unitwl action on our pard; and it
Lehoves us therefore to have in readiness an organisation as vigorous
aml complete as that shown by the churelies in their Synods and
Assemblies, so that we may ab all times he enabled o present afirm
and umited front to every assanlt npon individual liberty. 16 may
alsn bo noted that in the proposed Criminal Code there appears sach
au oilence as Blasphemous Lilel, and it may be douhted whether at
the present time the Eaglish Dlasphemy Laws ave not in force in
New Zealand, It is for veasons such as these, then, that I have to
ask that your Association will consider the nevessity of a Conference
such as we propose, awd will agree to eo-operate with us by SC!ldl.np{
two delegates thereto, so that the proposed scheme may be carricd
into effect, )

‘il other Trecthought Associations in New Zealand are being
eommunicated with to the same purport.  Requesting that you \\_'111
Jindly inform me at an early date of the decision of your Association
on this subject,

T remadn, your obedient servant,
T. Cueyxe FARNIE.

Thie Hon, Sce. Wanganui Freethought Association. .

WELLINGTON PREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION.

The Sceretary has furnished us with the following
report for the month of January ;—

Wellivgton, January 22w, 1834,

S, —Since my last report thvee seientiic lectures on 40 Fire,
Water, and Farth 7 liave been delivered in onr Hall.

On January 7th ©Tve ™ deliveved a lecture wler the anspices of
the Association in the Theatre Royal, entitled, © Satanic Seienee.”
There wag a fairattendance,

O the T4th fustant  Tvo ™ was to have veeited several selections
fram English and Ameriean poets, hut on aceont of the heavy rain
and asevere gale, the audienee wiss small, and the programme was
et given,

On the 29l fost. we celebate Thomas Maine's birthday with o
“pea lichit,” conversazione, and aoduanet.

Yours traly,
ALFRED JanoNe,
Hon. Hec.

NELSON PRELTHOUGIIT ASSOCIATION.

The Seeretary sends us a review of the doings of the
above Assoctatiou for the month of January

Nelson, Jannary 22nd, 1884

R, —Sinee wmy Tast to you T ane plensed to suy that at our gencral
mecting held on the Gth of January the progress of the Asseciation
was fowned te he highly satisfactory,  After paying all liabilities,
and having ““ Ivo ™ with us for live weeks, we had o very favorable
credit balance,  On “TIvo ™ leaving us we rather dreaded a falling
afl" in the interest taken by our members,  Such Tam happy to say
has not been the case 3 and moreover, a good Samaritan has sprunyg
up amony us in the person of Professor O, T Hugo, who kindly
uve us his Hrst leeture o Immertality  on the 20th inst., which
wits listened to with decp attention for upwards of an houar.
Althoneh he apologized for not having had time to sufliviently
stidy liis subject, ib vory soon becone evident he had gone very
deeply and earefully dnto it . At the end of  his lecture he
spokicin very Nattering tevins of the Nelson Frecthiought Association,
stuting his mratification at finding so much progress hiad heen made
i sosmall a city, anl the enncstness displayed by its members
generally. He alsowentvery deeply and hinpressively into the suliject
of members heing linmly nnited, not sllowing any little disagreements
hetween cach other to interfere with the greas object in view, stating
that in all Bocieties and Associations, attheir heginning, disarreement
between members was sure to erop ap, which he had unfortunately
seen in many  places.  He promidsed us another leeture on Sunday
next on ¢ Utilitavianisn: 7 from a Continental point of view,

A detaclunent of the Salvation Arvmy has arrived, and held their
first mecting exactly opposite my residence.  From one or two
cireumstanees that have oceurred sinee I have heen in Nelson, T am
disposcd to think the spot was speeially chosen. T have had ¢ War
Crica " i geveral instances placed wnder my door. My only feeling
towards thom is that they 11:1:1)-‘ o goad. ? d y feeling

It is on the tapis that Mro Hogo ey on Sunday afternoon nest
givea Ieeture, subject, * The Salvation Anny.”

1 an pleased to see that,your suggestion in the January nmnber
re FPederation has heen taken up, an:l [ sincerely hope itwill bea
BUCCUSS.

Iam, &e.,
Fowarn Pravee,
Hon. See. N1 AL

WANGANUL FREETHOUGEIHT ASSOCIATION,

The Secretary has kindly forwarded us the following

particulars 1
Wanganui, Junuary 24th, 1884,

Sut,—0n the Gth instant, the Wangauni frecthonght Association
hebd its tivest half-yearly mecting in the Academy of Music. 'Fhe
gathering was a favge one, aned 16 was shown that on June 3nd, 1883,
the Associntion hegan with only six imembers, whilst now the actual
menhership, aetive aml passive, amounted 1o 83, most of them heinge
tinancial to date, which is considered an umnistakeable proof of the

vitality of the Assoclation. The papers and addresses contribnted
by members and friends-of the Association during the past half-year
were very favorably commented on, the nniversal opinion being
that the Association had within its ranks some very able exponents
of Freethought. The finanuial statement showed a small deficiency,
which was at onee subscribed in the room, so that the new year
might be entered upsn untrammelled in a peecuninry point of view.

A lihrary has been [ormed eonsisting of some fifteen velumes of
Treetlought literature, some having heen presented tothe Association
some time sinee by an unknown friend in the Wairarapa, the olhers
by membets. The importance of a libravy o other organisations of
a similar character is lonked upon as very great, and I am pleased
to seo a beginning to this essential part of Freethonght propaganda.

I understand the leaders of a seetion of the Salvation Army have
arrived jn Wanganui.  The result of their campaigu will no donbt
be looked upon with considerable intercst.

I hicar that ‘ Captain” Ted Wright scemed surprised at the
existence of a Freethought organisation in YWanganui, and expressed
the opinion that * It is time we enmne.”

Yours faithfully,
J. J. BUCKRELT,
Seerctary, W.F.A,

Science 3lotes,

A Germaninventor has recently applied the principle
of hydraulic reaction to the propulsion of a boat so
successfully as to awaken considerable 1oterest. The
principle is very simple, consisting of steam pumps,
ancl tubes through which the water 1s admitted at one
end of the ship and forced out at the other. The
(rerman navy officers arc especially ntevested, and by

experiment are testing the value of the invention. 1t
s rather remarkable that about thirty years ago

similar experiments were tried in the Britsh navy with
unsatisfadiory results, : :

During the last cholera epidemic in Lgvpt the
German Government sent comniissions to cnquire 1iato
the causes and prevention of this frightful plague. One
of these Dr. Koch, the celebrated biologist, wno wos
the first to discover the * bacillus” or germ of
consumption, has satisficd himself that cholera is due
to a stnilar living microscopic organism. rIFhe Dodtor
has now gone to Biritish India to continue hisrescarches
in that country. This and other discoveries of late
vears bear out in a remarkable way the truth of
Professor Tyndall’s germ theory,

At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences on October
1st, M. Fayce argued that the progressive cooling of the
cartl’s crust goes on at a more rapid rate under water
than en dry land, and theretore that the solidified crust
15 much thicker under theocean than on the continents,
ITence he maintains that the liquid mass 10 the interior
of the globe is subjedted Lo far greature pressure under
the seas than under the main land, and as this excess
of pressure is diffused In every diredtion, the less dense
continental crust must yield to the pressure thus
exerted, while the submarine crust, becoming denser
and denser, is slowly subsiding.

The question has been raised recently as to whether
the earthquake waves, or as (by a misnomer) they are
more frequently called tidal waves, arc not caused by
the depression and upheaval of the dry land.  Therc is
norecord in the late disaster mm Sunda Strait of vesscls
having met these waves oui at sea, though there arc
heartrending  accounts of the terrible destruction
witnessed upon reaching the shore ; as in some places
the disaster was caused by a wave cstimated to be
fully oo feet in height, it scems unreasenable to
suppose that this could have travelled any distance
without being observed by passing ships.

Mr, Jalez Hogg has been carrying out some most
inferesting experiments on the rvapid generation of
animalcule,  He took a few grains of dust from a
garden wall, placed them in a shallow glass cell, and
added a litle fillered water.  Presently under a
powerful microscope were displayed siges of active life ;
in ten or fifteen minutes two or three perfectly formed
rotifers  were scen darting abont with expanding
retating discs aédtively feeding, At the end of 30 days
fully twenty were observed, apparently in a- healthy
coudition.  The water wrs then allowed Lo evaporate,
when the microscope revealed nothing but fine dust,
with po sign of living animaleulie. Fhe cell was then
wrapped wp in tissue paper, and for 30 days excluded
from the light.  On water being added again the sanic
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results woere observed, and this continued though the
lreatment was repeated froquenty. Mr Iogg seenis
to think that these tiny creatares died and adiually rose
again; but 1t is more probable thad, like certain other
organisms, their bodies contained ova, which were
liberated by the death of the pavent, and gencrated
when the conditions were favorable.

SECESSION OF A VICE-PRESIDENT O THE
DUNEDIN FREETIHOUGIIT ASSOCIATION.

The following is the letter written Ly Ar. Joseph
Braithwaite on'the occasion of his retiring from the
Dunedin Freethought Association, We also publish
AMr. Stout’s reply i —

To the Committee of the Dunedin Frecthought Association—

Gentlemen ~—DPleace accept niy resignation as Vice-Tresident of
the Dunedin Frecthought Association, which the wembers kindly
elected me to for two yvears past, It bring fair that those 1 have
worked with for 2 number of years should know my reasouns, T give
them. 1 think the Asscciation in a constructive religious sense a
failure, the logical result where members' views are so diverse.
The compromise on fundamental questions is so complete that
practically nothing positive, kowever true, can e snccessfully

taught, For instance, many members belicve in a Iigher power
than themselves —in an infizite, intelligent Spirit which may be

fittingly termed the old name, God—and in a future state; but
through the disbelief again of others, whose convictions deserve
equal consideration, and for harmony’s sake, they have to be almost
completely ignored, or T shonld say avoided, especially in the
Children’s Lyceum. However right this may be as a matter of
expediency, it can be carvied toe far. Truth can be rendeped
ineffective and inoperative by this process, T think it wrong to
deprive children of any teaching whatever on questiens that have
becn a factor for good in the main,  Aembers are not to bhlame :
the fault lies in the basis of the Association. T see clearly that no
association can accomyplish anvthing benefieial unless its members
are animated by one common aim and aspiration.  The world is
only moved thus.  What would the reformers of the past lave
accomplished had they been restrained by the views of others?
Nothing.  To those who believe they possess the truth and teel the
necessity of imparting it to others, life is too short for compramise,
Bot to accomplish this one must belong to an organisation n
thorough sympathy with oue’s views.  True, cruelty, persccution,
and self-intlicted penances of the divest kind have been committed
by those whe believed in God and immortality, and in (the ease of
many Christinans) opposition to the teachings of Jesus, but what of
the good doné ? Surely this shonld count. Desides, this persecution
was the result of their iunorantly thinking they were pleasing Gad
thus. The intention underlying their actions was good. though'the
elfccts were such-that every man in these days must condetin,  To
my mind this yearning to please a Iligher Power, this desire—
whether ina religious or scientific sense  to set onrselves in vight
relations with that power is a necessary and beneficent part of
man's nature, or it would never have existed, and can when divected
by intelligence, be prodactive of incalenlable good.  And it dogsnot
necessanly follow, as some think, that those who believe thus will
therefore ncglect the duties of this life,  IHistory teaches that the
noblest specimens of humanity have held these beliefs ; that they
have been the motive pewer underlving their Lest actions, My
opinion is the more one does his duty here the more he fits himself
for the great hercafter.  No other incentive can possibly equal this
for uplifting the race.  We want smnething to rouse the masses ; this
will do it — negation never. It might did the world eonsist of
philesophers only.  No doubt ervor has twined iself around the
belicfs I have mientionod, hut that is due to the imperfections of
humanitv,  DBesides, what we ¢l truth and error and good and cvil
arc only relatively o to our senses. It seems to me that in siiing
the one from the other and miaking for that which is best, thas
cvolves himself higher  experience 1s the step-ladder of progression.
I see no neocessary antazenism between seicnce and religon, hut
believe they will, in the rapidity with which cverything moves on
now-a-davs, be reconciled ere long.  Such confusion of thoueht Is
caused Ly many, both inside and ovtside the Church, interpreting
the lible in tow ifiberal a sense, and guaging the idealisms of
thousands ot years ago by cur more ct meaning of modemn
wi Another common crror consists picking ont certain

n
passages to st ane’s disyneracies, making them do duty Lo the

whole, Conon Farrar shovs 4l
Tope,” and eriticises adversely the nlhoeorthedox conceptions of
“eternal punishment” awnl hell)” bt present instead much Ingher
and more nawral conceplions. T learn also ot every relivious
systom has after all played asadntary part relatively to the age and
race it operated upon, and that from cur advance] standpoint of
to-day it is unwise to candemn them wholesale, Hence ook upon
Christianity as superinr 1o those that went before, and that even
now i reaches the moeral sense of the great majorify 1 a way no
other existing ovganisation dues. Lven the Salvation Aroy, with
all its faults, is deive a zood work, To s view the value of the
Church consists in the steadfnstnoss with which she Lhas ever
proclaimad a beliel in Gesl and D wtality. Withont  these
cxistence i oomockery and mords o fivces D odo nat doubt that
when the Chnreh finds that wl
of relizion—-as related fo thege

[olly of all this in his ¢ Eternad

Srivee Test dheds tdinenee,
alowest hins, A1t wiil
cither leg them go or padify them in accondance with the spivit of
the age, and be all the strouger for it She has doue so o the past,
and shows sigis of doing so again.  She always espouses o tew fact

e

Like the Lodicl i a s nsterial boil |

chos

or a new varsion of the old truth where they can be made mest
clicetive for good-—that is, when their truth or utility have been
thoroughly demenstrated, and the bulk of mankind ‘arc ready fo
reeetve fhen, which is an important point,  Flad she the will she
cm}ld not do this before without upreoting her whule system, and
doing socivty more harm than good.  Another thing, it'is not the
Church alone, as some think, that opposes the truth, Scientists
have done so, and with less reason.  They at least are expected to
Iay aside all preconceptions, and follow the truth wherever it leads

. them.  That such has not been done 1 need only refer to Galileo,
o Havvey, and Jenner, whaose discoveries were opposed by all their
scientibic contemporaries, to whom they appeared absurd  and

incredible.  And we have striking examples even {o our day. Says
Alfred Russell Wallace, himself a scientific man, when i‘ranklyn
brought the subject of lightning conductors before the Royal Socicty
he was langhad at as a dreamer, and his paper was not admitted to
the ' Philosophical Transactions.”  When Young put forth his
proofs ¢f the undalating theory of light, he was honted at by the
popular scientific writers of the day.  The * Ldinburgh Review'
aslied the public to put Thomas CGray into a straightjacket for
maintaining the practicability of railroads,  Sir Humphrey Davy
laughed at the idea of London cver being lighted with gas.  \When
Stevenson proposed to use locomotives on the Liverpool and
AManchester Railway, lcarned men gave evidence that it was
impossible they conld go cven twelve miles an Lour.  Another
great scientific authority declared it to be equally impossible for
ocean steamers evor to cross the Atlanue, The Freneh Acaudeny
of Science ridiculed the great astronemer Arago, when be wanted
even to discuss the subject of the electyic telegraph. Medical men
ridiculed the stethoscope when it was first discoverad. Painless
operations during the mesmeric coma wera prosounes! impassible,
and therefore impastures, T eonld supply ether flust-ations, Lot
these serve toshow that it s not always the Church that opposes
the truth, Atthe saie time I do not disparage the cladms of science,
a cause for which T have the highest respect. The fact s the
Chureh condd net exist a day in any age unless her tenching was
positive; It must he based upon what are generaily admitted as
facts for the time being,  She must thevefore be cantious before
ooaccepuny what are termed now truths, many of which are not so.
P This vemders her fess lable to crrev than i she were Jess
{oconservative | hesides, hor attitede makes the troth ne all the
i clearer in the end. Hence, if 1 may say 5o, the Church relative to
the capreity —Lroadly spealeng - of those existing in each century
advocates what may be termaed the truth, and has done a work
¢ owhich T duabt any other sruanization could have done as well, I
am fortfied inthis by Alr. O0 Trothingham, one of Ameriea’s mnst
cultured Freethinkers, who las retired from the materialistic
propaganda after venrs of active, conscicntions werk, Desides,
Livalnticn, as I understand it, the saered fterature of all races and
nations, recent reacarch-—cspecially in payeboiogical suictice -
to e to confirn dhe view § have imparfectly sketched,  Moreover,
i the aspirations, thoughts, tastes, and Jdesivos of those who balivve in
an inteiligent governing power in the awerse [which T will no
avtempt to define), whe heliove also in exalting intluences of
sincere praver uteradorunespressednd inman's responsibilityin
free will, too, 1 the serse that the niore one int Hiventy acpaints
Iimse!f with the Lows of Nature, which ave also the laws of God,
Coaud conlorms therets, the froors, the wiser, the batter he becones,
Poare so entrely dissimilar to the asplrations, ete, of those whaleheve
»none of those doctvmes, that Iothink the two partics would
-owork maore eflvetively apart, 1 pereeive also the wisdom of ITnaley's
contention that he would sooner familiavise bis children with the
tenets of the Bible, even though they imbibed some crror, than
bring therr up in negation or deprive them of all knowladze of a
bools that certainly reflects, whatever its faults may be, the religions
development of an important section of the human race, and that
has played a most important part since among civilised nations
covering a considerable portion of the world's history. T am nat
disposed 1o jgnere the claims of vradition altogether  they have
their value, Nov de T oser the nility of rushing into extrome
seopticistn boeomnae one fenves the Chureh, Revicion—that s, o belicl
th God Gmmortalt v, anlthe influences therewith- s natoral trinan
whatever his iniellect miay sav, That sso becanse 1t is hasal upen
his higher necessities, which, Hke everythihg else in Nature, must
have some correspouding reality. My opinion Is you might as well
try to drive back the v fram the sea-shore as o eradicate
religion allogether, Creeds amd relivd yitoms may change —
religion never, Tear down the churches toaday, to-mortow they
weotilil be apr ngain, 1 am satishied the Association will never make
headway among the people until it can present theot a motive
power for gaod higher than the one they have got already, and o
dethis it must have a religons basis, or it will never veach  their
pivatines, T bhave adopted these views after years of {1
w) senous stady and rettection and o degree of anxicty kinown
oy trmy most imntimate {riemds. MHence 0 will be seen that 1
cannot co-operate avy longer with the . Association, nor with the
Children's Lyecum, which T speciaily reur Nevertheless, Tshall
ever ba fuumd stasding up for civil and seligious liberty and the
ompletest toleration ene o another,
Lam, g

i
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entlemen, yours faitiinlly,
Josern Drarrowarne,

AL STOUT S REDPLY,

Ay dear Dieaithwaite,— st evening vour letler to the cone

of the Duaedin Freethongzht A o was el ontoonr
weeklv meoting, el the conmittes

nadion of the ciice of enceef the N

nilten
usi
vimonsly odopted vony
wo-Presidents weth regret,

o Laat down to pen an answer 1w that v pelblizhed
sinthe roon poperss I net ooeperel with v for
cAhtas Tl twir renssns whiv [own wd von

s conrse, ol these are s Fiest, s
ation shows that cur much-abuse D Frecthought Agsoclation
| has obluined w substantial position w the commumty,  Would the

this rather
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daily papers have published the reasons of a member for resigning
the office of 2 deacon of a Presbyterian Chureh or a lientenant of
the Salvation Army ? T doubt it. Tf, hiowever, the daily papers
arc to publish allthe letters that resigning office-bearcrs of cliurches,
associations, or lodges send, T am afraid Y leaders™ and **locals ”
may not be much i request. My sccond reason is that T am in
hapes (to use theological language) that your letter and this reply
may be * overruted 7 for the spread of truth, Who knows but that
they may help some of our fellow-colonists, who do not know what
a I'reethought  Association is, to appreciate the position of
Frecthinkers 2 And a knowledge of one another's views is one step
towards complete toleration,

Iam glad that you have placed in the {orefront of your letter the
diversity of the views of the members of our Association. We have,
as you know, Theists, Agnostics, Unitarians, Atheists, Tantheists,
Spiritualists in our ranks, and that you, a Theist and Spiritualist,
have Leen twice clected one of onr Viee-I'residents, shows that
thuse who were not Spiritualists could unite with those who were.
In fact, we have shown to the churches a modus vivendi that may
have a beneficial effect when ereed snbscription is again discussed.
And T also appreciate your stalement that in a * constructive
religious sense "’ the Assoclation is a failure, If it had beena
success our very saison J'vire would have been destroyed. We never
united to form a new theology, ora new religion.  Qur aim was,
amil is, something different.  We believe that truth is the most
important thing in this world, and that nene of the race can be
benefited by falsehood.  We have also recognised that the ducper
questions of this life will never be solved by all men alike ; and we
haae united to discuss them freed from crceds, and to tdach our
children their dutics to themselves and their fellows.  This, we
think, we can do without appealing to a Deity, or involing the
terrors of future punishment or the pleasures of future glory,

On this, as you will remember, we took our stand whenwe issued
the * Lyceum Guide.” The preface uotes a pregnant passage from
Spencer's data of Iithies, showing that morality requires no sanction
from Divine injunctions. 1f good acts conduce to human well-being,
ad bad acts to human ill-being, there isa sanction for morality
higher than Mosaie commandments or the terrovs of Hell, You say
that morals ave **a farce ” unless hased on Theizm and a future life.
Is this meant to be what logidans eall o wniversal 7 T take it that
you ean that no men can be moral who avcuot Theists and belicvers
Ina future state of existence. If you do, then one exception is
sullicient to disprove your proposition, and I need not say that there
are hundreds, perhaps millions, of Agnostics who arc moral men,
You complain of the childven at the Lyecum not DLeing tanght the
dogmas of a Personal Deity and a future state of existence. Here
again Iet me say that [ helieve the majority of the feachers are
Theists, awl as conduetor T never dictated or supervised the class
traching you and the other leaders gave.  Bug, Delieving as I do
that worality is independent of all dogmas -standing on an assured
Tunan foundation—i do not teach the chillren any dogmas. They,
however, Lad as text-hooks “ Clodd's Childhood of Leligion ™ and
“ Clodd’s Childlioord of the Workd”  From these they eould learn
all about the different religions of the world,. When they geb to
vears of diseretion they ean then choose the religion or nen-religion
they like best.

Awd now as to fwo ov three other positions in your letter :—

First—The good the chirches have done.

Recond—The attitude of reformers towards the raee,

Third—"The conllict hebween sclence and religion.

Fourth—The naturalness of religions helief,

I sclect these four poiunts, omitting many more which might e
noticed, becausc of the length to which my reply would have to
oxtend.

First: T am not aware that any moember of the Frecthoushf
Assoviation disputes that eharches have done good—nay, ave delng
some good.  Nor does any sane person wish to ignere tvadition,
Whether he so desived or not, it would not avail hin  The past
cxists. Tt is one thing to admit the good of the past and to he
guided by it now.  Ourattitude is this—

We had not walked
Butb for tradition ; we walk evermore
To Ligher path, hy brichtuing Reason’s lan.
= I ? ) bl o l

Feroxample, the admitting that the Mahommedans did good would
motmake ne hecome w follower of the Prophet, nor would the
recognition of the wreat services rendered to humanity by the
Reman Church make one join Lier connmuninn,  The question we
Juive tooask 35, Where is the truer awl fullow whitherseever we
thinkit i The truth needs no condiment, and T reprobate to the
ubinost the canting phrase 5o often used by church people, * O, we
newd refizion for the me 7 I religion is true, 1t Is veynived for
all, anel if ik ds not, 16 is needed Jor none. Recognising the good
the churches have done Is 1o arguinent for hecoming a churchman
now,

The second point is the attitude of reformers. 1 am not aware if
the Dunedin Freetheought Associabion have ever assumed the role of
reformers. You knew how careful we were uot to attempt
proselytising. Weo churged for adiission to our lectures, and we
even reeognised that to be a Freethinker something other than an
appeal to oue’s emotion had to hemide. T understand your position
to be that churehes chiange as rapidly as is necessavy, and that until
the masses ave educated 1is unwise to alter the ereeds.  Of conrse
this means that the churchies are always ruled by the ignorant.
But you go further, and say that reformers only suceeed who prescly
some positive and not w uegative creed. This is partly troe and
partly crroncous,  Kvery religious veformer that T linow has thrown
overhoard some of the positive beliefs of the chureh he attempited
to reform. Jesas Cheist did not preach all the Jewish ereed. ™ fe
thought morality was safe without o belicf inall the varied belicfs
of the Jews of his day. Martin Luther also was negative as well as
positive. Al so with the Feglishand Seoteh reformers. And if I
mention Darclay, Theodore Pavker, and others, it will be seen that
these yeformers thought the world could get aleny with less faith

than the churchies they loft required. The whole history of the
evolution of religion shows a throwing off of Lclicfs. Phe creeds
have been pared dow, and, as T understand you, you wish them
still further lossencd.  Hell fire is to go.

Then, the conflict hetween seience and religion. Yon say some
scientists lave opposed new discoveries and new inventions. I
admit it. But 1 am not aware of any seientific socicty having
burned anyone for a diseovery, nor putting a fellow-sgientist in
prison for an invention.  Beeause some scientists have denounced
new discoveries it doos not prove that the attitude of seientists and
theologians is the same to now traths.  We need not go to the past,
Let us take the attitude of Clivistians of the presentday, and in our
own town.  The most vital Christian oreanisation, the V. M. C. A
refused to admit the Tev, A, R. Fitehett as a memher becanse he
was an evelutionist, and they selected the Rev. A, C. Gillies as the
champion of the popular evced, Tam not aware that the Otazo
Tnstitute ever declined a member beeause his views on biclegy did
did not aceord with Darwins or Muxley's. And the reason of the
difforent attibude is not ditlicult to naderstand. Lo the Christian,
Divine revelation has closed. The question then is whenever any
new scicutific theory is promulgated, what saith the Chwrel ? or what
saith the Seriptwre? The scientific men have no closed record nnd
no authoritative guide by which to test a discovery or an invention,

Then yeu say cortain beliels are natural to men. ~ As T understand.
you include belief in Deity and in o futnre Hie, and vewards and
punishments in that life.” T do uot understand © natural,” unless
yon mean the majority have such beliefs, T need not point oul to
yun that if Evolution Letrue, that a majority helieve anythingis no
proof of its truth, In fact, it is just as likely tobe false. Awl at
one time theve were many beliefs ** natural t0 man that ave now not
natural.”  Need T instance witeheraft 2

But my letter isalready ton long,  Were it not so, T might point
out that you have entirely misapprehemled what relativity of know-
lcdgo‘mcnns. As I gather from your letter, you have not changed
the views that to my lnowledue you have heldl for years. You are
still @ Thaoist and a Spiritualist, and still reject the dogmas of the
Trinity and some of the vther popular doctrines of the Christian
Church.  Perlaps with your views and beliefs it may he wise for
yuou fo join with other advanced Unitarians in founding a Unitarian
Chureh heve,  There are T know many in the churches here who
hold your views, and possibly, in founding a chureh, it is necessary
that all should have one creed and bo animated with ene desive,

ur Association docs not require sueh unanimity, and I am glad to
say that wewere never so vital. Weare opening aweekly debating
class, and our reading room and library thrice a week. Qur ehildren's
Lycewm lhrary can now number many hundreds of volumes, and
the attendanee on Sandays was never so great,  Knowing your
Interest in everything that tends to freedom of thonght, I mention
these details.

And now, my dear Braithwaite, let me persenally thank you for
the help you have given us in the past.  Thongh you have ceased to
be one of anr Vice-Presidents, T have no doubt bt that with more
study you will yvet see that every reform of veligion, from Jesus's
day to the present, has eome from those witheut and not from those
within the Cliurch, and thas should you join a churel aid hope to
mako its mombers Theists and Spivituslists vou will have a more
up-hill fask than you have had in your elforts to gt our Associntion
to accept such a ereed,

I am, &e.,

. LODELRT STOUT.
Dunedin, Jannary 16th, 1884,

MR. DRAITHWAITE'S SECESSION.

In reference to the foregoing correspondence, Mr,
W, Pratt, President of the Christchurel: Ifrecthonght
Arsociation, has forwarded us the following letter on the
subject, which we have much pleasure in publishing :—

TO THE EDITOR OF TUE FPREETIOCCIT REVIEW,

N, —Mr, Draithwaite has thought it neeessary to signalise his
retirement from the Freethoughs pavsy in Dunedin by 0(?C111)\,‘in" 2
column of eauh of the Otago daily papers with Lis reasons, anul the
“ Morning Herald” considered it of sutlicient inportanceas to warnaut
a sub-leader, Inacting upon his convictions he has simply exercised
the right of private judement which the TFreethousht Association with
which he has long heen connected regards as onc of its fandamental
Prineiples 5 but the most singular and vontradictory feature of his
withdrawal is the statement that he considers © the mere 1ieht to
think for ene’s sell ™ is not only of ne positive value, bt abscﬂntu]y
poworless for wood, as ellering no prineiple of union for combinel
cllont, and cites for admiration and example the grand results which
have followed the posities teaching of the Chuvel, W hether true
or [alse appears to Lim of sceondary congequence ; assume the
truth, and make belief in the assumptions imperative, and non-helicf
a crime visited with the severest penmaltics, as the Chureh did for
centurics when she possessed the power, appears to Mr. Braithwaite
to be the sine que won of o religion for ensuring luunan happiness
here and heroafter,

Holding these views, one is led to enquire how, or
left the Chwveli, or fell into the delusion that e
when merely  the right to think for oud's self ”
a poor ad powerless fuctor
with an anthoritative and
witha belief in ol

why, he ever
was a Frecthinker,
appears to hin such
for luman impeovement, as compared
dogmatic theology-—for stopping shovt
i and & {uture Lig—or swallowine the whole
formmla of the fall of nua, vicarious atonement, l’edcmpiiun, hieaven
awl hell, are merely questions of lewree s hesides, the  latter
sonstitutes the positics teachiog of the Clinedh, which he claims 1o
have produced sneh grand vesnlts,

1t the uoblest specimens of humanity have held these hieliefs, and
Lhurcby. enjoyed worldly honor and profit, in addition to, the
comforbing assurances of future Dliss, always provided they were
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able to allay the distracting doubts inseparable from such beliefs,
History also rccords that many mnoble men and women have
discarded them, and in so acting lost cverything but honor,
preferring to cencounter incouccivable pains, tortures, and cruel
deaths rather than subscribe to what they conscientiously considered
to be false and deluding superstitions.  Mr, Braithwaite gravely
informs us that *“unessentials of religion as hell-five, the Church
will modify arlet go.”  We are led to ask how a positicee truth can
be modified or let go, and which lies at the very foundation of
theotogical teaching, without the whole structure tumbling down.
But it is not true that the Chureh regards o Delief in liell-fire as oue
of the non-cssentials of religion, although from the grewing
intelligence of the age it is not made so prominent in the pulpit as
it was fifty years ago. It isstill regarded as an integral part of her
positive teaching ; cspecially is a belicf in it impressed upon the
tender minds of children; and their evidence is refused in our Taw
Courts, unless they arc found to be well-grounded in this comforting
belief.,

Mr, Braithwaite supplies us with a surprising and novel
veading of history in the words : “ The Church always espouses a
new fact, or new version of an old truth wlien mankind are ready fo
veceiva them,” which would have heen neaver the trath if rendered
when the majority outside of, and iu defiance of, the Church have
received and adopted them, What says Professor Fowler, the
Professor of Logic at Oxford, in his great work * Dacon’s Novum
Organum,” in cxplanation of Aphorism, 89, hook L : '* A new
discovery in science is at fivst decried as contrary or even fatal to
faith ; then, after atime, it is grudgingly admitied and incorporated
into the received doctrine, till ab last no oue dreams of calling it in
question. But the the process soon begins afresh with some more
recent discovery, so that a coustant warfare is going on between
the nnwise theologian and the scientific investigator.” In
Mr. Braithwaite's reasons for withdrawing from the Dunedin
Freethought Association there is an implied,if 1ot plainly expressed,
failure to remodel it in a *¢ constructive roligions sense,” with, it
may be safely inferred, Theism and Spiritwalism for its positive
truths,— we arcallorded pleasing evidence of its strengthand vitality
1o maintaiuing first principles.  There are many other fallacies in
the letter referred to, butspace will net permit of further references.
Holding epinions more in harmony with the Romish Chureh than a
Trecthought Association, Mr. Braithwaite appears to be unable to
realise the possibilities of a character religion progressing with its
environment, unfettered by the chains of a theology based upon
tradition and nnauthentic paper records.

Yours, &e.,
WinLrax Puarr,
President of the Christehureh Freethought Association,
Christehurch, January 21st, 1884,

N O W U B ILL1I s H E I
PRICE —SIXTENCE,
¢ TI[]C KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, OR THE TEACIIING OF
JESUS CRITICISED. Dy A Poanser.
Author of “ Pictures we have scen of the Unknown God,” and
¢ Jesus who is called Christ.”

' This Little work deserves to be widely read and poudered.”—
Tur FreeEriovent REVIEW,

On Sale by Mre. J. Draithwaite, Dunedin : dMe A Do Willis,
Wanganui ; and Ly the Publisher, Aunckland {(Mr . Campbell).

TO ADVERTISERN,

Oy HE FREETIIOUGITT REVIEW offers spedial facilities to
Advertisers, as it has a large ad inereasing  circulation
throughout New Zealand.
TELs —355, FER INCH FOL FACH 1NSELETION,

Hpeelad tevins for long periods.

ACENTS O THE SALK OF THE FREETHOUGLHT
SOV

J T, Copp

Toxtan Woadville V. Harrison
Palnerston Novth WPk | Aucklaund AL Canphell

' CON Alaero . I Finch
Bulls [*, J. AMancell | Greymonth WLOHL Perking
Marton H. umphrey | Reefton S, Selalhof
Kennedy's .01 . Blackbwrs | JHokitika LS, Wales
Waverley I1. 10, Mason | Nelson . WAL West
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New Plymouth 4. Gilmeowe | Dunedin coolos Braithwaite
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Pending further artangements, W, Tratt, 1., the President of
the Christehureh Freethought Association, has Lkindly undertaken
to take charge of and distvibute Ton Fuestinovens Review
Christchureh. .

Those willing fo undertake the agency for places not nued are
requested to connuunicate at ence with the pullishor.

TO CORRESPONDEINTS.

T consequence of unusnal pressure on our space, we are compelled
to hold over soveral communications.

Received from that enthusiastic Frecthinker “TBlne Pencil”’ a
number of pamphlets, including one on ** False Claims,” which we
shall notice in eur next.

We would remind the Dunedin Froethonght Associntion that
Freethinkers generally would oceasionally like $o hear from them
through the medinm of the nsual monthly report under the heal of
“ Progress.”

I*]NQUI]{J»:_I‘.. We have heard that the Spiritualist to whom you
refer has joined one of the Churches, hut we have nothing salliciently
authentic to justify us in nientioning names,

L.1. —The Ruvriw jsrepresentative of no Association inpartientay,
Lut of all--cur purpose being to make it represent in the best sense
the Freethought movement in the colony.

A Rav ov Livem” —You will notice that the movement has taken
form in the wmanmer you suggest.  We beliove there will he a genernl
and favorable response to the action of the Duncdin Association. You
must permit us Lo differ from your fricudly proposal that the Ruview
should he formally constitnted the organ of the United Associations,
It aspires of course to a representative position, and will gain and
keep it by being worthy of it.  But if any papur move worthy were
cstablished, it should and would oecupy the fivst place. The Ruvinw
is far bytter untrammelled,  We hope'to enjoy the confidence of the
Treethinkers of the colony oun the nerits aionc.

]
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WANGANUI, N.Z., FEBRUARY 1

peethanght Cﬁ;{tuicm

1584,

CHRISTIANTTY AND THIE ABJECT POOIL.
A rrcent article of Lord Salisbury's in one of the
‘Reviews,” and a pamphlet headed = The Bitter Cry of
Outecast London,” published under the auspices of
the I.ondon Congregational Union, have diredicd
more than usual attention to one of the most dificult
social problems ever presented for solution —hew 1o
prevent that extreme poverty which 1s bhoth cause and
conscquence of a state of physical and moral degradation
shocking to contemplate, and rendered all the more
horrible by contrast with the wealth, luxury, and
refinement existing by its side, ¢ The churches,” says
the pamphlet referred to above, “ are making the
“discovery that seething in the very centre of our
great citics, concealed by the thinnest crust of
civilisation and decency, s a vast mass of moral
corruption, of heart-liréaking misery and absolute
godlessness, and that scarcely anything has been
done to take into this awful slongh the only influences
“that can purify or remove it These “ influences ™
arc, of course, v the opinion of the Cengregational
Unton, more gospel preaching and evangelistic work,
an increase, n short, of « that noble army of men md
“women who penctrate the vilest haunts, carrying
fowith them the Dlessings of the gospel.,”  Now 1 am
far from denyimg that much good has been ellected by
what is called Christian eflort among a class of persens
who at present can only be moved by appeals to their
supcetstitious fears and hopes, or at best to meral
sentiments which have become so asseciated  with
Christinn dogmas as to scom identical with them ; but
this principle applies to any rebigion, however fulse, so
long as it is Aedicped 1o Do trae, and nnlitary and moval
conquests are equally possible under Cross or Crescent,
while the indirect elfects of an erroncous opinion may
be extremcely mischievons.  Now, if Christianity 1s a
delusion, and if the world, instead of being under a
supernatural, paternal government, is simply under
“Ahe reign of law,” 1t s clear that all a@lion maotived
by ¢ other worldliness” in s countless forins, can
only lead to good results by accident. IHence i the
purcly Positive view  of natore and humanity  is
accopted, Christion teaching does at least this uegative
hoome- it eads men to ook Into the clowds for means
to remedy admitted ovils, when they should Inok for
them on carth, < AWhilst,” to quote [rom ¢ The Bitter
Cry,” “we have been bailding our charehes and selacing
“oursclves with our roligion, and dreaming that the
¢millentum was coming, the poor have been growing
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“ poorer, the wretched more miserable, and the immoral
**more corrupt.” Could there be a more complete
confession of failure? Can we ask for a better
indication that the means used are not likely to attain
the end-desired?  Leoking at the questien from the
standpoint of scientific sociology, it is clear that this
abject poverty, and this moere than savagery in the
midst ef the grandest civilisation yet known, is no
isolated phenomenon, but the necessary result of
antecedent and co-existing  conditions.  Prominent
among these is the utter disregard shown by large
masses of Iinglish people to the Malthusian law of
population, and its consequent increasing pressure
upon the means of subsistence,  For this Christianity
is largely responsible, with its reliance upon the
providential government of mankind and its tendency
to put sentiment in the placeof reason.  Indeed public
opinion, moulded by Christian supernaturalism, forbids
the discussion of the population question in any cffective
way, and regards with mdignant horror any suggestion
of artificial limitation, as witness the prosecution of
Mr. Bradiaugh and Mrs, Desant, while 3Mill has not
cscaped the denunciations of the orthodox.  Ilence the
casential conditions for the solution of the problem,
free and full discussion, are wanting, and so the
¢ Saturday Review '’ merely alludes to ¢ the enormous
¢ families of these people on the verge of pauperism,”
as constituting a difficulty in the matter of ledging
them, just as the author of © The Bitter Cry’ speaks of
overcrowding as the cause of vice and crime and
scenes of ¢t heart-breaking misery.”  This is as if a
New Zealand runholder were to express a sentimental
regret for his starving and dymg sheep and cattle,
which he had allowed to breed far beyond the carrying
capacity of his land, and yet to go en calmly ignoring
the origin of the evil. Dut apart from this primary
consideration, which if ignered must render all other
remedies for theevils of poverty at least, merely
pallintives, it is evident that as Mill has demonstrated,
the future weil-being of the laboring classes, and
indivectly of all classes, depends principally on their
own mental cultivation,  Now, if this is so, how s
vospel teaching likely to conduce to progress in this
diredtion 7 Dy thetr fruits ve shall knew them.,  In no
respedt has Christianity, with its jarring scéts and its
absurd pretensions, been mere  injurious than in
preventing the education of the people.  Theology
instinétively perceives that ignorance is the mother of
devotion, and cven where she has beoen shamed into
teaching anything bt dogma, she has taught with cyves
half shut to the reality of things, and only open to the
dreamis of the imagination,  No doubt social evolution
is a slow process, and there is a strong temptation to
apply quack remedies and to deal with the symptoms,
rather than the causes, of morbid growths of the social
tissue ; but even thesc are cfforts in the right diredtion,
and if found injurious can be abandoncd or modified as
experience dictates.  As Mr, Goschen has lately said,
that while accepting the dodtrine that dedsser fidie should
be the rule, and State interference the exeeption, “ the
sCargument was almost irvesistible that it was as just to
soprevent, and if necessary to punish, housc-owners
“swho let out rocms unfit for human occupation as
¢ tridesmen who offered putrid food for sale,” nor need
too much tenderness be shown to those capitalists who
make Go per cent. out of such places as ¢ Collier's
# [Rents,” or to those ground landlords who receive a
Inrge proportion of such ill-gotten gains, State
socialismm must indeed be narrowly watched, not so
much, as Mr. Fawcett has shown, because it is
Jangerous to the rich, as because it is destructive to
the poor, as teuding to sap the Towndations ol that
cnergy, sellorelfance, and thrift on which all progress
depends, Human sympathy combined with the dogma
of justification by faith has donc good service, but
would it not do moreif combined with the dodtrine of
justilication by fact 72 The drunkard might after all
pay greater regard to the teichings of physiology than of
theology, and the thiel, respedtable or otherwise, might
be brought to {ecl that his anti-social proclivities dicd
not Lenelit even himsell o the long run, when he

no longer thought that “faith” might avert the
inevitable penalty,
L,

Gems.

The mind can read nothing grand and difficult unless it
passes out of the beaten track into reglons where it lLas
feared to go.—SENECA.

The less government we have the better—the fower liws
and the less confiding powor. The antidote to this abnse of
fornial government is the influence of private character, the
growth of the individual, —Faensox,

To think we are able, is almost to Le so; to determine
upon attaimments, is frequently attainment itself, Thus
carncst reselution often secems to have aboutit almaost o
snvor of omnipotence,. —SAMUEL SMILES.

If rectitude s not regulated by education, it entails the
greatest confusion, . . . We may forea the people to
Jollow the prineiples of justice and veason, hut we cannot
fovee them to comprelend them.—CoNrreas,

Satisfuetion of mind, to be permanent, is not to be derived
from frail and transitory pleasures ; the enly mede by wlich
1t can be enjoyed 1s to dispense with melanchaly, and aveid
thinking of sad and aflicting subjects.—DEMOCRITUS,

Do good to all, both the evil and the good, even your
enemies,  Men who have no self-command are nat eapable
of fultilling their dulics, Pleasure and riches should be
renounced when not approved by conselence. —CHRrISHNA,

Man is but a little thing in the midst of the objects of
Nature ; by the moral quality radiating from his countenance,
he may abolish all eonsiderations of magnitude, and,
in all his manncers, equal the majesty of the world.—
Exeusoy,

To malke laws against and ovdain punishwment for a erime
that hitherto has never bheen known or heard of is the way
to introduce it, rather than prevent it.  Act honestly and
live temperately. 1 feel that I leave the world better than
Ifound it,—SoLox.

The following epitaph was inscribed on the tomb of the
TPharoah Amenaphis 111 move than 1000 years before the
Cliristian era -—*A strong arm, a brave temper, a heart
faithful to its love, and o delight in works thas should survive
its own span of life,”

Kunow thyself.  Let vour study e to correct the blemishes
of the mind rather than thosc of the face. Stop the mouth
of slander by pradence.  Enrich not thyself by wijust means,
Be not idle, thouglt rich, Entertain not evil. Idleness is
troublesome ; intemperance hurtful ; ignorance intolerable, —
TiaLrEs.

Truathis to be sought with a mind purified flom the
passions of the body, IHaving overcome evil things, thou
shalt experience the union of the immortal God with mortal
wan,  The noblest gifts of heaven to man ave to speak truth
and do good oftices. These twe things resemble thie works
of God.—PyTHAGORAS.

The close conncetion tetween the good and the Leautiful
hag been alwayy felt, so much so that both were in Greek
expressed by the same word, and in the philosophy of Tlato
moral beauty was regarded as the archetype of which all
visible beauty is only the shadow or the image.  We all feel
that thore is u stries propriety in the term, imoral Leauty. —
Leciy,

To know that God is and that all is God, thig is the
substance of the Vedas. When one attuing to this there is
no need of reading or of works ; they are Lut the bark, the
straw, the envelope,  No more need of them when one has
the seed, the substance, the creator.  When one knows him
by science he may abandon sclence as the torel which has
condueted him to the end—THE VEDAS.

He wlho feels anger on proper oceasions, at proper persons,
awd besides in o proper manner, at proper times, and for a
proper length of time, is un objeck of praise. This charactor
will theretore be the meek man, In the very points in
which meclness is an objeee of praise ; for by the meek man
we ean him whe is undisturbed and not camied away by
pission, but who fecls anger according to the dictates of
renson.—ARISTOTLE,

The cfiorts of Judge Headley's opponents in Olio to
wake pelitical capital out of his counccélion with the
I'ree Religious Association of Doston did not prevent
the people of that State cleéting him Governor,
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Aassing Flotes.

The Prolestant Bishop of Liverpool, speaking of the
Episcopate recently, said there was no order of men so
severely and savagely criticised and unceasingly  vilified,
sneered at, ridiculed, abused and condemned as the English
Protestaut Bishops. Unless they were treated with more
consideration and fairness, e predicted a day would come
when no right-minded man who loved divect spiritual work,
and hated wasting precicus time in strife and wrangling,
would consent to be a bishop at all.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bright of Syduey ave at present on
o visit to Dunedin, parily for the benefit of Mr. DBright's
Lealth, whiclr we regret to notice hasnot been good.  Since
My, Bright's arvival at the scene of his former successful
labors, he has delivered two or thiee lectures which liave
been favourably spoken of in the press.  DMr. Bright makes
many warm friends wherever he goes, aud in Duncdin he
may be said to be a public favorite. Mrs. Sright also
lectures, und Lier abilitieson the platform have been generally
acknowledged in Syduecy. We trust Mr. Bright's health
will be completely restored by his trip. The cause cannot
spare him.

“ The career of individual man,” wrote Dr. Draper, ¢ is
of a mixed nature, In part he submits to free-will fmpulses,
in part he is under the inexorable demivion of law,  As he
advances in life he insensibly changes Lis estimate of the
relutive power of these influences. In the confidence of
youth he imagines that very much is under lis control, in
the disappointment of old age very little.  Towards the end
of his days he finds that the things hic has scoured are not
the things which he expected.  He sces that a Bupreme
Power has been nsing him for unknown ends ; that le was
brought into the world without lis own knowledge and is
departing from it—perhaps in a far-distant land—against
his will.”

Mrs Besant has been delivering some interesting lectuves
throughout England on the © Roots of Cliistianity,” and
hing the following note on the subject in the columns of the
* National Reformer,’ :-—The letters on  the “Roots of
Cluistinnity ” continue to pour in, and I really have not
time to write so many answers,  Tingulrers should ask we
ab e time of the lecture, and write dowir the names for
themselves.  The following were the chief anthorities usad,
and to this list T must vefer ull futwre enyuivers.  “ Origine
de tous les cultes,” Dupuis. ¢ La Dible dans 'Tnde”
“India in Greece,” Toccke,  “Kgyptian  Mythology,”
Sharpe. “Talmnd,” @ Freethinker’s Text Boole,” purt il
it Aslatic rescarches, essay by Sir W, Jones.” % Translationy
from the Sanscrit,” dMuoir. ¢ Notes on the Ivolution
of Christlanity,” Yorke. “Life of Buddha,” * Kgypte
Ancienne,” Champollion-Figeau, “Livres Sacrés de 'Orient.
“Wheel of the Law,” Alalaster,  “ Religlons of Fuypt,”
Tiele. Works of Josephus,

Ale. Joseph Draithwaite, one of the Viece-Prosidents of
the Dunedin Frecthought Association, has withdrawn from
the Association.  His reasons ave given at great length in
a'Tetter which we publish, together with replics from My,
Robert Btout and Ay Willkin Pratt. We shall only
note here that Mr. Draithwaite appears to have changed
his opiniens with regard to the futwre of Frecthousht
sinee the 10th November, 1883 when a valedictory address
appeared over bis fuitials in the Inst number of Llic © Beho!
“AWe have the satisfuction (e then observed) of knowing
thad Freethoughl s sure Lo sueeeed in e long ran, and
that the unessentinds of orthodoxy must give way before the
ever advaneing tide of wn edueated public opinion.”  Tle
then proposed to sturt o menthly issue of the fcho’ to
advocate the cclecticisnm and latitude of thought which
Frecthought Associations specially represent and uphokl
The difference between Mr. Braithwaise then und now is,
that whereas Lie way Ddentified with & movement that lad
and formed prblic opinion, he now prefers to saal with
those who with fuvoring brecses are wufted along on its
tide.

An eflort s about te be wade (says the Wellington
¢ livening Post’) by o few eunest Chidstian workers
in Wellington to establish in this eolony a branch of
the World Wide Prayer Union, un organization which
has for ity abject the oltering up of prayer for the vetun of
the Lord  Jesus Cluist. Dranches of the Union arg

distributed throughout the greater part of the ecivilised
world, and the memberhip is said to be exececdingly large.
The covenant of membership is 2s follows «— 4 Belioving
that Satan is still the god of this world ; that under his
veign multitudes of souls arg pevishing daily ; and that the
davlkness s likely to grow deeper snd deeper until the
glavious appearance of the Son of Tighteousuess, I gladly
consent to pray often and earncstly—(1) That the Towd
Jesus may come quickly ; (2) that all believers in all lands
may be filled with the Holy 8pivit and cutirely conscerated
to Gad ; (3) that the Gospel may be everywhere preached in
the power of the Ioly Ghost, and that the ‘fuluess of the
Gentiles' may soon be gathered in  [A sensible and
practieal proposal.  If Lie should refuse to come, what then
Would he not be morally responsible for the ¢ perishing
soulg” 7]

The Rev. W, J. Willinms, Wesleyan, residing in Wan-
ganui, fell a fow duys sinee on the point of his own sword,
and eried out pitifully. Tt will be remembered this was
the gentleman we lad to take to task a month or two
ago for his coarse and slanderous ullusions to TPaine.
A local paper contained some references of a not
very favorable character to some of the early Wesleyan
missionarics,  The allusions voused Mr Williams, who ~
wrote; “Sir, the greater number of the missionaries
referred to have passed beyond the reach of slander ; some,
liowever, still survive.  We have one sueh in Wanganui,
whe, bending beneath the buvden of wore than four score
years, hus the pain of finding hiwself I common with lis
fellow-laborers, the object of w most cowardly and
most unproveked attack in your columns”  Yet the
writer of these words—inteuded to elielt sympathy-- had no
tenderness for the memory of an Infidel ! Dut tenderness
wits not necded.  The truth only was called for, and this
Christion Minister  was wncgual to the dewmand, 1l
Indignation in the ease of the missionaries would have bren
entitled to mere respect i his resard for truth Lad Leen
displayed in speaking of the “ mighty dead,” who do net
belong to the Wesleyan ealt,

Pevsonal Fotes,

General Thibaudin, the late French Minister of War,
lias been cledled President of the Parisian Frecthinkers’
Society.

It is said that Professor Huxley's son is the rising
young poct of Englund, and that his friends see in him
the future laureate,

There 1s to be a monument crected to Dr, Samuel
Jeohnson, at Lichfickd, Eungland, on the centennial
anniversary of his death, December 13, 188,

Count Von Moltke's mind is failing.  IIis memory is
a blank, and he fails to recognise even intimade fricnds,
He is living on his estate at Kreisau, in striét privacy,
having ceascd all official work.

A funny bul thoroughly enjovable feature of the
altentions paid at Ramsgate receutly 1o Siv Moses
Montefiore, the Jewish philanthropist, was the singing
under his window, in the carly morning, by an
adnzrably trained choir of children, Iirst they sang
in Ilebrew the fauous Jewish liyma of Moses, and then
“Rule Brittania,” swhich closed the Drogranie, as
intended by the teachers who had drilled the clioir.
Liut the little fellows had not roused their enthusiasm
and trained their voices for so much only, for they
concluded by singing “ 1%or hie's a jolly good {ellow.,”

A German journalist gives an interesting account of
the swrronndings amid which Al Renan delivers his
lectures at the Collége de France,  The le@ure room is
anc of the smallest in the College, about thirty feet leng
and halfas wide, Ttsprincipal furniture consistsof a lony
table laden with old Bibles, an enormous blackboard,
and a fadad map,  Its sole ornaments are two busts —
one of Aristotle, the other of Quintilian,  The audicnce
is surprisingly small, consisting mainly of elderly
scholars, with here and there a clergyman, a rabbi, or
an occasional visitor.  enan appears punclually at
the stroke of the clock,  Tle Legins his lectures ina
guict, almaost indiffevent sort of way, but suon warms
upy, and never fails to cliar bis hearers.
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Aotes & Querics,

ANBWIERS.

CHRISTINA AXND CIRIST,

A close resemblanee has Leen found between the life and
mythology of Clrishun and of Christ.  Tor instance,
Chrishna was born in a stable, escaped from a massacre of
infauds, wus nourished by shepherds, eraclfied wish a wond
in his side, hiad & virgin mother, used the words— T am in
them, and they in me”  The legends and dogmas of
Duddhism and Braliminisin were disseminated in Westen
Asia by Tudian missionarvies, and thus Leecame mingled into
Jewizh dectrine ainong the Iissenes of TPalestine—a seet to
whicl both John the Baptist and Jesus belonged.

RORTAPIEREE AND MARAT,

Tnoanswer to A, T omay state that Robesplome was in
theology wdisciple of dewn Jaegues Toussean (e, w deist of
ascntimental type)  1le Lelieved in thie existonee of o just
anl merciful God, and in o futwee sinte of rewards and
punishuients, but net in any authoritutive superitural
revelation,  He lad o considlerable svinpathy for the
pricsthood, and the greatest abhorence of Atheisin,  As to
Marat, T eaunot say positively what his veligious convietions
were ; but it s reported that his favorite books woere

Rousseaw’s © Confussions ™ and the four Gospels.  Many
Agnosties conll say the sune for the latter, hut the

partiadity for Rousscan probaly implies Delsin,—Acexostic.

Tnoreply to AL Ttobespicrre was a Deist. In 1704, the
Convention upon a veport of Rehesplerre proclaimed the
Feeagnition of deity ad the immortality of the soul. The
1()]]0\\1115 extraet from Llobespicrre's .‘\llt,(,dl on the oceasion
ol the decree being adepted {1840, Flaveal, [May Tth]) will
“show what the theslogical opinions of the * seu-green
ineorvuptible ™ were i— What 15 there in common hetween
pricsts and the deity 1 Priests ave to ethics wlhat chavlatans
awre to wedicine. How infinitely s the gol of nature
ditferent trom the god of priests 1 T know nothing so much
resebling Atheisimoas the religions they have fubrieated,
By degrading the Supreme Delng they have annihilared Lim
as el as o them Iay 5 they have made hiw gometines a
ball of fire, sometimes an ox, sometimes o tree, souctimes a
man, sometimes o king, - Priests have ercated u God after
theiv own Hkeness ; they have made him jenlous, capricious,
covetous, eruch, and hmplacable. They live teeated him as
in thmes past the macrors of the palace treated the deseendants
of Clovis, in order that they uight reign I his name and
usury his plaee ; they have chained him i Heaven as in a
palice, and have ealled Lin o earth only to demand for
their own profit titles, lands, honours, luxury, and power.
The veritable temyple of the Supreme n cing is the universe ;
his creed, virtue ; his worship, the f:lulnc‘w of a multitude
assembled hefore Imn to strepgthen the bands of universal
brotherhood, and to ofter Lim - the homage of pure and
sensitive heaets” T eaunot find any avthority on Marat’s
theologieul views, s parents were Calvinists,—3W, LT,

GODs BORN OIY VILRGINS,

Through @ worlk presented to the \Vdn;_mmu Freothonght
Association by our genersus donor 4 Blue Peneil,” 1 am
cabled to answer € Pan’s " gquery as o gome © Cods horn
of virginsg”  Aucient and mythologienl history abounds
with such events, [t onee beeame so common in Grecce
that a king issned an edict deerseing the death of all young
women who should offer such an insalt to deity as to claim
such pateruity for theiv children.  The virgin  Alceus
cladmed God ws the father of the divine Redeemcer Aleldoes,
12s0 B Ceres, the virgin mother of Osivls, was suid to
Le the ehild of “the father of all the (:o:fa.’ Mayenee,
vivgin mother of the god-sived Hesus, of the Druids, = Tien
and Chang-ti were worshipped by the Chinese as Gods born
of virging more than 2500 years ago.  Mals, mother of
Sakin gy Yasoda, mother of Chrishna; Celestine, mother of
the crueified Zulis; Chimalwman, mother of ”lw\ Jdeote ;
Semele, mother of ch Egyptinn ,ult(‘]lih ; Prudence, miother
of Herenles : Alccaus, mother of Aleides 3 and Bhing-Moun,
molhm of X u —wera all helieved to be pave, holy and eliaste
tluu o lslnmn divinely begotlen Saviours and
sin .lenu'r mediators, just as Mary : and Jesus are credited
Ly Christians. Any standard thtlullnll‘) of wmythology

i

' oword Christ as Clirest.

will furnish more particulars, and Davies' * Universal
Etymolooy,” Auguste Nichol’s * Philosophical Kssays on
Clristinnity,” Guigne’s “History of the Huns,” and
Riquord's < Theology of the Ancient Gauls,” are good
authoritics. As to * Pan's" further query anent the origin
of the word Cluist, T cannot do better than quete M.
Kersey Graves: ¢ The Christian  writer  Elsley, in his
¢ Amnotations of the Gospels' (vol. i, . 25), spells the
The people of Lorette hiad a black
Haviour, ealled Chaest or Christ. Luelen, in his ¢ Philopatris,)
adimits the aneient Gentiles had the nwne of Christ, which
shows it was a heathen title. The Chaldeans had their
Chrix, the Hindoos theiv Chrishie, the Grecks their Chrest,
and the CGhristinns their Chirist, all, doubtless, derived from
the saue ovigingl root."—Y.

TIIE MAORT ATUA.

Reply to the Query respeeting the dMaorl Atua in No.
3 of the Review :—The eonception: of the New Zealander
with regard to the futiwre state after death would seem to
be very vague.  They snppesed there were many gods, bub
there were only two v three of thein of any recozgnised
Importanee, sueh as Maru, T, and Taubo ki Achl the
death of anyone, his spivit provecdod rapidly to o ¢llb
near the Novth (€ Sape and sprang off, disappearing inte the
sea wnl reappearing again in the Beinga, the abode of
disernbodiod splits huo they all .usonﬂ;!c.l, the goad, bad,
and the indifferent. They carvied on theiv contentions Lere
as they used when they formerly inhabited the human form

when ot cartl,  They fought, they loved, and died again,
hut after this second death no one scems to be able to tell
what hecame of them—even their tohungas do not pretend
to say, except they bheenme Ngaronoiho, viz, disappeared.
Maru, Tu, and Tanhaki ruled the destinies of man on enrth,
but it dors not appear that they had anything to do with
the Deingn, awd ditted about from place to plice, appearing
only to the seers and tolinngus (priests). These delties
were, on the wlhole, antagonistic io mankind, but if
propitiated through their pricsts would permit the tribe to
be suecesstul I war or in any tribal undertakings,  Then
they would assist individuals in thelr pursaits. I a tribe
was golug 1o war they would make presents to propitiate
the gods thvough the priests, who weould place a number of
reeds in the ground, and then retiring a short distance,
pronounce an incantation, und  then send short clubs
whitling amoangst the,reeds, and judge by the way they fell
whether the gods would erown the expedition with victory.
If & man-caught an unusually huge aud fab cel, it was
expected Lie would give, if not the w 1101(.-,, at lonst o 1)010011;
of it {o the priest as o present for Mavie or Taubalkd, and
thus scenre & continuance of good fortune. Woe betide the
uithuppy person who should steal Marn's prosends ; cortain
death would follow such a transaction,  There was no hope
of reward hereafter or punishment for good or bhad conduct
during the life wpon earth.  Opinions differ as to the fool
eaten by the spivits in the Reingn,  Nomuw say they live on
large wunaras 3 other priests say they eateh {lies uncd inseets
and subsist on these, over which they quarrel and fight.
On my retarn ouce to Wanganul frow the Novth, 1
happened to mention that L Lad been te the Rorenga
Wairna (Spirit's Flightp—the ¢liff.  An old man drew near
me, aud asked me if T had noticed any spivits leap off into
the sea. 1 told him that thoy came so rapidly one after the
other, that the noise made by the splashing as they jumped
into tho water made (uite o noise. © AL he mplwd,
“Phen it i1s true. T thought it was so, and what the
mizsionaries have told us 1y wrong.”— 1 AMoD,

MASOXNIC,

In nnswer to DL-—(1.} General Assemblies of the Craft
are spoken of as hunn helld as early as the fourtly centur v of
the Christinn cra, at Which 2 Grand Muastor was qummll}
chosen,  But the fivst vecord of a Grand Lodge meeling,
when the constitution wmud charges woee  framoed and
adopted, s said to have met at Yok in the reign of
Athelstane, AT 926, (2 The ]mtm'v of Bpeculative or
Tree-JMasonvy shows that it was wafted on to Operative
AMasoney, and we do not learn from the transietons ol Yy
of the guilds that women were adimitted Lo piaticipate
theiv Tubors, The construction of wmaterinl Temples by our
ancient operntive brethven ave idealized by their descendants
of to-day i the constrnetion of the Temple of the Mind, and
as our operative hrethren requited s male ws an appreutice,
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so it has ever been a landmark of Free-Masonvy that the
Entered Apprentice should he of that sex.  (3.) The position
of the Graud Orient of -France, numerically speaking, is
mproving, bt is nob so important as cither of the reling
Masonie authoritics of Great Dritain or Ireland. Ly 1832
it had 523 < ateliors” ov . workshops,” composed of 2706
lodges, 23 chapters, 12 councils, 1 consistory, and the
Grand College of Rites nunder its jurisdiction.  Fn Sepb,,
1883, it had inereased its “ateliers ™ to 329, Its finaneinl
position is very weal, the income heing comparatively
small (about £35000), and the expenditure so extravagant as
to leave o balance on the wrong side of the ledger, (4 1
have been informed there is a lodge in Queensland holding
from the Grand Orvient ; there are none in this colony, A
letter was forwarded to the Grand Secrctary from New
Ziealand some five years since, requesting information as o
their nwode of work and if charters could he procured, but
ne answer was returned.—

QUERIES.

l.—Can any of your readers iuform me concerning the
literary career and pesition of Me. Bhorthouse, the author
of #Jokn Inglesant, a Romance,” who about a year ago
swldenly rose to the top of Mudic's Tist Y.

9,—Wlat 1s the hest definition of gravity 1—

3—Where does St Paul vecommend eraft and lymg?

4+ —What were the religions opinions of Fuepson ? —

§.—~Can any of your readers give n sketeh of the prograwnic
and work of a children’s Lyceum *—

6.—How would onc proceed to draw up o code of morals
for instruction in the State Hehools I—

Achichs.

The Belief in the Inunoitality of the Soul: * The Westininster
leview,” October, 1883,

The belief in the inmortality of the sonl is made the
subject of an exhaustive cnquiny in the arcticle under
notice, Tt is abservad that great beliefs romain unchanged,
while the ground is continually shifting npon which they
are maintained. ¢ Position after position is chosen and
abandoned ;  entrenchments, seemingly impreguable, arve
relinquished after short contests changes of front wre
effected to elude “defeat: each army scems to be “feeling
its opponent, and gradually maneaviing townrds the growul
where it means to pat forth its full strength, Dot again
and again decisive action iy defereed, and ane liie of defence
is na sooner broken thioush than another 1s thrown up
behind.”  First there was the theological belief, accepted on
the authovity of a creed.  Next cune the metephysical,
founded on netions concerning immaterial essences.  Then
reasans were songht in posizive vesearch, the metamorphosis
of insects fwrnishing o kind of parailel.  “ History was
invaled to show that the belief In a future life was o
necessity of the luman intelleet, wn instinet which could
not Le without a justifiention in veality ; and finally, the
pliecnomenn clicited by Alndern Spiritualisim . 1nusk
be recarded, inn great measure, wsan ondevor Lo establisly
thedisired demonstration hy actnal experiment.”” ““Alongside
of these definees must be placed the plea that the belief in
Bnmortslity iy imlisppns;ﬂ;lv, tnasmuch as movality woull he
baseless, and lile not worth living  without it.”  The
reviewer proceeds Lo enuire from these difterent stacting
poinis—* Why and how did it originate, what lins heen its
function in the education of our race, and what is its value
now 7 Space will not allow us to do more than give the
writer's conelusion that in each case the ground for the
belicf is untenable.  The Reviewer concludes: “To the
present writer {for in such matters every one must speak
for himself) there seems to be something  excessive,
abnormal, morbid, in this clinging to exislence through
oternily.  Are you wever {o have cnough of it?  We can
almit tliat a e should rise hongry from a feast, especially
if he has been interrupted in it—well then, Teb the courses
he Lrought an again, and 1 o osecond dinner s still
insullicient, let there Be o thind, o fouwrth. 1t ix
there never o be an et Is this Self so precidus thad it
cap uever be resignedt May ibonot b thal others will

want their turn?  We can but put the question, and let

each reader answer it as best befits his taste.”

The Diography of Charles Droadlangh . By Avoveur 8.
Heanmvorey,  Freethonght  Publishing Co., Fleet
Strecet, London.

There is recently to land a seeond cdition, revised and
enlarged, of the history of Charles Dradlaugh to the prosent
time. 1t Js a plainly-written” hook, and ne deubl is nofb
intended to be considered an exhanstive examination of the
work and chaacter of the “incomplete” member for
Northampton.  We are of opinion that the hest-written
oiographics are generally those whiel deseribe the lives of
memorable swen and women when they are beyond praise
or censure, anvl the work nnder consideration is no exeeption
to this rule.  Another striking instance of the truth of this
privciple we have in the “lives” of DMr. Gladstone, by
Barrett Smith oud Lewis Apjohn.  However, there 1y
nothing caliing for regret in this biograplhy of Charles
Bradluugh, and Mr, Ileadingley within the limits of his
sketel: has produced a very interesting book.  One eannot
reacd the first chapter, detatling the school-days of the great
reformer, without being carvied along through all the
exeiting and singular incldents of lis dauntless earcer to the
Listorte Northampton election of April, 1830, Tt is
generally conceded that but for his iconoclustic attitude
towards theology and great intevests, Uharles Dradlavgh
would have been numbered among the weatest stateswen,
orators, and lawyers of lis time. e hag scholmly
pretensions not to be despised) as o platform speaker he
has a power and finish whiel few men possess, and Te is an
uncompromising foe te any abuse.  That he has made
mistakes none cun deny. Where is he who Tasnot 1 Dut
in ahmost every instance it has beew on questions of policy,
amd the probity of Charles Bradlangl’s life is above any
serious charge,  But we are just new mosi concerned with
M. Headingley's literary production. .~ We think it a pity
that this writer did not give & fuller history of the seenlar
movement, and more especially where the suljeet of Lis
biography was concerned.  For example no mention s
made of the well-known two nights” able delate in the Hall
of Scienee hebween Mr. Bradlingh and M, (50, Holyooke.
It is an dmportant and intevesting chapter in the Instory of
the Freethought movement i England, 1t threatened all
organisution at the time, and we can reeall to memory sonie
other equally momentous events not alludeld to even by Mr,
Headingley, Taking 3f, however, asa fragmentary bography
of Charles Bradlangl, we weleome 36 mest hemrtily as
showing what smgleness of purpose aud  conrage can
accomplish.  Here agreat dead which ealls forth
out adimiration, and a perusal of the biography cunnot fail
tonet as a stimulus Lo inereased cftorts on the part of all
Freethinlers,

i

Carresponveice.

RERAMONS,

O TIE FREETHOUGIIT REVIEW,

Nig, -1 have heard many serimons, hut the following are so unigne
in theiv way that I will give vou themere entline, and then et your
readers judue for themselves, - The first was by o Dabyite, taken
frow the text, © I 1, your lord and nisstor, wash your feet, soonght
ve to wash one anothers”  One would expect that a lesson on
humility was the bovden of this tuxt; bot in place of that, this
minister ocenpied fully half an hour in proving, or trying to prove,
that the feet must be the dirtiest part of the body, aud this is the
reason why Christ so peremptortly commanils his diseiples to wash
their neighbor’s feet,  The sceond sermon was given in o Chureh of
Fngland place of worship in this city.  The subject was o charity
sermon, aud the text was, “ Make for yoursclves friends of the
Mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye fail they may receive
you into everlasling halitations.”  From this the rev. gentleman
endeavored to press on his heavers the neeessity of giving alms or
charity, for “we arve to make fricnds of the Mammon  of
mnrivhiteonsness, al ifwe Tadl in obtaining one place of rest in the
world to come, they may at least reccive us into thelr everlasting
Labitations.”  "The anthors of these two serntons are dead aud gone,
awd by withhoelding their names we render xome respect to the olid
adnge, ¢ De woriois wil sisi boon ™ but the anthor of the following
is still alive, sl Heelor of St Matthew's Chureh in this city, awl
he can, i Lie likes, defemd hiinself if 1 have misnnderstuod i
About two years ago he was delivering o course of Teclures on
“eaven, Blel, the Judgment, 8¢ and in relerence to $his last hu
remarked, ¢ We are not to imagine that the old vrthodex opinion

EDIToR GF T
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was right as regards our intnediafe departure to Hell or Heaven at
the time of death,” He instanced the preaching of Christ to the
spirits in prizon {as told by 8t. Peter), and reminded his andience
that Christ must have expeeted o do gowl by preacling to these
bad spivits who had been in prison for four thousand yenrs, since
Noali's tiime.  He further reminded his hearers that * we ought to
he most eareful what we should do or say, as the spirits of our dear
friends, instead of Leing in Hell or 1leaven, were actually arar s,
orouml ws, watching and listening to our actions and words.” By
this last sermon we are led to expeet that we have frecthinkers
doing our worlk nuldy at their post, without our paying them for it
Yours, &,

Auckland, OusERVEL,
WORK AT GREYMOUTLL
TO THE EPITOR OF THE FREETIOUGHT LREVIEW,

81, —8oeme of the “orthodex™ hove, not satisfed with thelr
views heing disseminated from half a dozen pulpits, have faken to
publishing ““ germons ” in the daily paper, these sermons consisting
of the usual diatrile against Truthe-secking or Frecthonght.  For
instance, the belicvers in that natural faith have been stigmatised
as ““hlatant ignoranuses,” ¢ whipped atheists,” & Thoy also
state that they (the orthodnx) have been attempted to he erushied
by an everwhelming array of scientists—who have only culeavored
to teach common sense—whio are consilered by the orthodox to he
the mest unloly and wnprincipled wen in endeavoring to upset
somne of their pet theories ; but, thank God, their ranks ave thinming,
andl orthodoxy lins now come ont of the fire doubly rvelined and
strengthened, whilst the array of wnlbelievers are hmnbly begging
pardon for the lmpious acts of writing or lecturing aramst *our
fody veligion.”  To some of the Freethinkervs of this town the
awdacity of sach  statements could not be allowed to  pass
wnehallenged,  An artiele was inserted in the same paper showing
that Freethinkers were not the vile ereaturcs that they were said to
be ; that they were inereasing daily 3 and an attempt made to expose
some of the ohnosious throvles that we are commanded hy the
ovthodox te ohserve, but which are repugnant to intelligent men.
Of eourse, exception has heen taken to the article by -some of the
ovthodox ; the oll spivit that condemnel “The Echo' for being
admitted to the Tublic Reading Room has been aroused, and to
prevent ‘ hatred awd all unchavitableness ™ from belng indnlged in,
the editor of the paper bas, I think, very properly refused to allow
any more “ sermons 7 to appear in his paper.  Of course, this has
also the effect of elosing his paper agaiust the other stde—at a loss,
un doubt, as all appeaved as wlvertisements—hut the Freethinkers
of Greymouth have the satisfaction of knowing that they will not
be further maligned wnder coverof a *¢ germon, ™ and that some very
objeetionable theovies will not be again presented to them in the
columns of our daily paper. I think the gentlemen who had the
“sermons ”inserted thought they were doing good—as thoy
interpret the word—bnt in this they have made a serious mistake.
They were not inserted to convert their own hrethren—they have
been eonverted already § it must have been to convert the opposition,
But surcly they weat the wrong way about it.

Yours fuithfully,
AN AwxosTie,

tireymouth, Jan, 1, 1834,

DOG-VANIES.

a wanderer on the face
subscnuent wanderings

It is many vears since I was
of the ocean, but amidst all my
on the face of the earth T have not forgotten the use of
the Dog-vanc, Like straws on a stream, the little
fragile and generally fanciful bit of bunting hung on
the back-stay gave evidence of the shifting currents of
the breeze,  In the present series of papers, I propose
fo dired@d attention to such minor events iun the social
and political progress of the time as appear to me to
indicate the currents of public opinien, which, like
variable winds to the voyager, alternately hasten or
retard the progress of humanity to its goal.

The much hackneyed quotation, @ There are stranger
things in this workl, Horatio, than are dreamt of
in our philosophy,” receives daily confirmation,
notwithstanding the long flight of time since those
words were written,  Can there be anything stranger
than the persistency with which the priesthoed of all
deuominations continues to preach, and their followers
continue to believe, or profess to believe, in a wercifiel
Divine Providence.  So utterly at varfance with the
daily experience of our race, and the dictates of
common sensc, docs this dodtrine appear to me, that
ail the philosophy I can muster fails to afford me a ey
to the blind gullibility of the peeple ; the persistency of
the so-called shepherds of the human fleck is more
casily accounted for, although their audacity in the face
of facts 15 somcthing wonderful.  To illustrate the
cause of my astonishment, 1t is not necessary that [
shiould ask my readers to go back to ancient history,
nor s a long retrdspective sivvey of our own times
needed, as numerous events within the memory of even
the children of to-day arc suflicient for my purposc.

Among the thousands who can remember the sinking
of the excursion stcamboat Princess Alice® in the
Thames, is there one who cannot recall the feelings of
horror which the details of that catastrophe excited ?
Within the limits of this paper I cannot presume to
give a complete list of the numerous accidents, as they
are generally termed, but which in strid consistency
should be called acts of God, which have resulted in
the death and misery of hundreds of human beings from.
infancy to old age, ‘Theatres, crowded with people,

Jhave Deen destroyed by fire; mines have exploded ;

bt‘iclges have broken down ; ratlway trains have dashed
mto cach other, and ploughed a road through throngs
of helpless and: panic-stricken people ; ships have
collided in the English Channel, and vessels have been
wrecked on our own coasts, as well as m every other
known pertion of the globe; and lastly, though far
from least, earthquakes and eruptions have destroyed
whole cities and districts, invelving in one common
ruin rich and poor, young and old, the just and the
unjust, proving most emphatically that God is no
respecter of porsons or of things, but, like some hidcous
cannibal, he sacrifices all sorts and conditions of men
to his thirst for blood and his delight in human
suffering. Banish the idea of an anthropemorphous
deity and my impeachment falls to the ground, but as
long as the persenal interference with the aflairs of the
universe and man in particular is attributed to a
personal God, my accusation is more than justified.
War against such a barbarous and humiliating creed
becomes onc of the noblest occupations of the intellect,
In order to assist in the battle against priesteraft and
superstition, I have recently turned my attention to
improving on the weapens of theology, The most
effective means of blinding the reason and dwarfing
the understanding has been the cxcitement of the
imagination and powerful appeals to man’s emotional
nature.  High-flown language, the gorgeous imagery
of Oriental poetry, the gilded trappings and costly
vestments, the magnificently painted windows, shedding
their dim, religious light through aisle and chancal,
and above all, the heart-stirring and enthralling power
of music and the united harmony of the human voice,
have all been used with most consummate skill to
enslave the mind, and with what success the present
condition of society too plainly proves, The tinsel
and millinery of ritualism I have no desire to imitate,
but music is an clement of human pleasure and
mnstruction, and I propese to divorce as much of it as
possible from the delusive rhapscdies and incantations
of theology, and to unite it with the words of trutl and
the aspirations of a purer and nobler faith, T therefore
offer the following verses in common metre as a humble
contribution to the Hymnology of Freethought :—

JEHOVAH'S WONDROUS LOVE !

* Behold Jehovah's wondreus love
On Ischia’s isle displayed,
Where stately halls and cottage walls
Arc in one ruinlaid !

Show me the mercies of that God
Whe hears the widew's cry,
Who leaves in nameless agonies
The old and soung to die,

Has he who marks the sparrow fall,
LE'er strotched his hand to save
The hapless crews who on him call,
While sinking 'neath the wave ?

To Sunderland turn the aye of faith,
And mark the floods of tears,

Shed o'er the mangled little one,
Crushed on those fatal stairs.

The startling " truth " that » God is goad,”
Though earthly tyrants relgn,

Is written decp in human blood

On every battle plain,

Millions of tongues in humble prayer
To God for mercy cry;

ITe only langhs at man's dospair,
And leaves the weald to die.

Then ask me not to bend the kuew
_quuch a senseless clod ;
Jutlt up by ignarance and fear,
And called by priests » our Ged,”
CiuarLEs ], Rak,
Dec. 3oth, 1883.
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AND THE WOMAN,

It will be geuerally acknowledged as a true statement
that there is no tinic when political danger is so
imminent as during the period of great national change.
This proposition, which is so trite and well-known in
reference to the mdividual State or people, is cven
more correct in regard to the peril which avises to the
welfare of the whole community of nations which
border the particular State in which the change 1s
occurring,
at the time when the disintegration of the great Roman
Empire had beconte an accomplishad faclt, On no
particular date can the historian lay his inger and say,
This was the end!"—that Colossus of nations was %o
immense, that blows here and fractures there, which
would have shattered any frame of less vast proportions,
only told gradually and slowly lowards its sure decay.
But when Rome had parted into its Eastern and
Western divisions, when the lheart of the Empire
ceased to throb forth its strong centralising pulsations
of command and order into ihe far-away limbs and
fingers of its colonies and once-sulject nafions, out of
that paralysis of the extremitics, out of that scenility of
law and decrepit militavy rule, arose the greatest
danger to which civilisation was cver exposed— the
danger of universal anavchy. The irruption of the
barbarous nations threw the world of culture back for
centuries ; although even this had its good side in
giving to the peoples of Western Llurope that * iren of
the bloed ” which the northern savages had kept and
nurturcd, while the luxury born of conquest, of the usc
of slaves, and of the large estates, had sapped the
constitutions and drained the courace of their southern
neighbours. The cagles of Rome were SCreaming ng
more for war; they had flown hack for the Jast thine
over Alps and Appennines, and the strong voice of e
Legionary cchoed no more from the bauks of the
Tigris to the shores of the Isles of Tin.  In the place
of the old military rule arose among the abandonal
nations a fierce turbulent spirit, a love of bloodshed, a
scorn of authority not supported Ly power, which
threatened to crush out every softer imipulse and every
gentler virtue of humanity,” During ithe time which
saw the Ostrogoth and the Visigoth, the Savon
Heptarchiy, the Lombards, the Merovingians, and the
Norse Vikings, each king and kinglet, chief and nobie
was as 2 GGod to his foliowers, so long as lie led them
where blood was to be shed and booly sccured.  Men
scemed  te be losing all human fecling in the
blood-thirst of the wolf, when auongst them passed
small bands of ecarnest messenoers wiio preached the
doctrine of universal brothoerhood, the uospel of merey
and forgiveness, and under their courageous teachings
the spectral form of anarchy drew back, the Uireatenod
chaos of socicty took a form a shape which grew day
by day into more perfect symmetry and mere practical
organisation, an organisation which has survived the
passage of ten centurics, and is visible working among
us in our own day. The men who wrought s unity
taught that the Pontill was the Viear of Crod, his foot
was on the ucck of kings, lus was the power to bind
aud loose in heaven and earth and hell. ™ No less claim
would have availed; under thrents of the terrors of
darkness for the unbelievers, and promises of sure
reward cternally for chediencee, the discordant particles
of scething humanity settled and crvstaliscd avound the
chair of the High Priest at Reme,  Seattered into every
village, gathered together in every town were the
emissarics of the Christian Pontifex Maximus ; where
the Convent rose, where the manks tilled the lands of
the DMonastery were centres of law and order, nuclei of
Industry and good conduct.  Ir may he urged that (here
15 nothmg inhierent in Christianily as Chrstianity o
lave made it such an unifying and OTLANISINY power,
that any strong religious spirit, such as Aaliometanism,
would have done as much; and such objeétion is to some
extent just. Thehand of the Caliph stretehed out from
Mecca could makeils grip shut as hard at Jerusalem or
Bassoral as in the temple of the Caali, and could
reach as e as the toneh of the snccessor of Ucters but
In considering listorical fndts we must deal with what
was, not with what “nmight have been,” and it was
Cliristianity which stood in the western breach belween

THE FREETHO

Never perhaps was this so well marked as,

UGHT REVIEW.

savagedom and the possibility of government, For

whick let us be glad, and thankful for the beauty of its
youth.

The servants of the Churcli  were
examples of discipline and morality, but possessed
another power for good in their celibacy ; it s
impossible to rate too highly the effect of sucly celibacy
at Yt partcadar tige.  The world had scen many
pricsthoods, had seen the sway of the priests  of
Babylon and Llaypt, of Judaa, Greeee, and Rome
become slronger and more” intolerant cach year their
nation existed, the people more and more crushed
beneath sacerdotal influence wntil the sword of the
mvader shore the Gordian knot of trouble and servitude.
A little study will show how the arrogance of pricstly
caste, increasing from father to sen and prepagated by
family traditions, crows into a shape beside which

not only

regal pride sinks into insignificance.  But in the
Christian  Jistablishment was an order of pricsts

recruited from all classes; into the ranks of that
priesthood  the sons of the meanest could gain
admittance ; within that order was safety from the
faming and sword which somctimes swept the land;
there was a constant succession ol © new bload " a
strength resalting from the blending of many diverse
races, and the absence of that intolerable fannly pride
of priesthood which is the inheritance of 3 sacerdotal
caste. We can hardly imagine the disastrous effect on
men which would have resulted Lad there been a
Christian Iicrarciy mingling at once the Dlood of
kings and hereditary pricsts in the veins of certain
nobhle {familics.

Having said so much in unmixed praise, let us tum
to another side of the ruestion, and sce hew the light
faded and the fine gold beeanie changed.  If the unity
and celibacy of the Churely had many and good effects
upon the history of men, they had many cruel and
unwritten effedts upon the position of women, The
doctrines of human depravity, the fall of man, and the
vileness of all natural instinéts made the celibate who
would rise to bodily holiness look upon woman as his
personal enemy. 1lis teachers broughe with them from
the East a contempt for the physically weaker sex not
wholly wndeserved by those Lastern women,  Tf the
cffedt of the use of slaves was desradation for the male
stive and cffeminacy for his owner, still worse was thoe
result for the fowale slave and her master, Not only
did slavery spread its social cancer, but the massing of
the freedmen in cities (where they had been driven hy
the slave competition in agricullure on the large estates)
had its vile conseguences. Any man who wished not
to be utterly erushed down hecame a follower of some
greal noble, and paid In sycophaney for that noble's
protection; if the hrecdiman could scarcely call his lile
bis own, the freedman's wile and diugiiters were at the
beel and call of the great lovd in a way which made
morality nmpossible.  The mixture with the northern
barbarians save not only strengith and courage to the
men, but o renewed faith in and higher ideal of
womanhood, for the sanclity of marnage and  the
chastity of their women were articles of belief in the
Norse and Teutonic tribes.  As we read the Iiddas, the
Nichelungen Licd, and theother old pocins and stories
which ave our legacy from hose slormy days, we see
indewd that the Northern women had fingers rather too
apt to close round the haft of the axe and the hilt of the
lkutfe, but then they did not spare themsclves, their
love of bloedshed or sufferance of it had nothing of the
eruel selfishoess which made the delicate Roman Jadies
i the Flavinn amphitheatre turn dewn their dainty
thumibisas the death signal forothers. The Scandinavian
wonman was the housc-mother, in her own homie-demain,
man’s equal ; looked apon with almost religious respect,
because in her veins ran the bBleod of the ¢ fighting man,’
and the wife and the mother of the Northern warrior
were Lhe wife and the mother of heroes.  But ihe
monks, trained in the later Roman contempt for women
and the pietist horror of the sex, changed all that,  In
the: quict workines room of the Convent, I rainy days
ol winter, on drowsy altemoons of sunimer, when the
Irothers sere at their missal painting, or labouring in
their tdy garden, when the low murmur of the
conversation turned upon the theme of Women, what
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pungent satire, what bitter words were poured forth
upon that sex which te the celibate and the ascelic
represented ¢ the world, the flesh, and the devil.” And
if the holy and sincerely picus men, of whom there
were many in the carly Church, cculd revile women as
their stumbling block and chief temptation, still more
would the hypocrite who wished to disguise his
scnsuality put on a double portion of outward contempt
for females, and make his tcaching lower them in the
cyes of laymen.  Ile would affedtedly preach what
Saint Chrysestom preached in carnest, that woman
was ‘o necessary ovil, anatural temptation, a desirable
calamity, a domestic peril, and a painted ill.) They
raved and slandered and reviled in a manner laughable
exceedingly were not the consequences so terribly eruel
and degrading. A lavourite theme for the modern
orthodox to descant upon, is what the Chiurch has done
for the purity and clevation of womien, as though there
were no virtuons women in the older days, ¢ Were
there no bards before the fallof Troy 2 The clevation
of mmd which would allow medizeval women to look
on at vile Liblical dramas (the Monkish Mystery, or
Miracle plays) where Adam and Eve were brought on
the stage in a state of innocence, &c,, was not so greatly
above that of their pure Sasen and Norse ancestresscs,
anel there is ne more comparison between them than
between the chaste Lueretias and Virginias of Aucient
Rome, and the proflizate daughters of nobles who swam
naked round Nero's barge in public procession.
Countless centuries before, i the dim hazy days of the
East, had grown up the worship of the female power in
the Universe, that great sensc of the infinite Motherhood
of Nature which appeals to all generations of men.
The subject of the Dual Deity in the Everlasting is too
gigantic to De more than touched on here, and the
temptation must be forborne which prompis us to
glance toward Isis and Hera, Ceres and the Venus
Genitrix, with the mystical allegorics which sanctified
them, and the mysterics which polluted their later
worship,  The worship of the Virein, which was the
form taken by the medicval mind in its communion
with the Great Mother, has had too much claimed for
it when it Is asscrted that it helped vastly to improve
the condition of women.  The mind which had been

resting in religious eestacy upon the spiritual bosom of

the Madonna, the cyes which had been raised in half-
delinions adoration toward the “rosa mystica,” feli
little but contempt when lowered to the level of earthly
women, who, not having been honored by supernatural
visitors from Olympus or the New Jerusalem, could not
enter the holy land of maternity through the gates of
pain without leaving behind them the chaplet of
virginity.  The monk, too, in preaching the vanity of
carthly happiness and the utter significance of the
scarch for it, sweakened the sandity of the regard for
home and home duties.  HMis hatred of the body not
only encouraged dirtiness,but ruined the love of physical
beauty which had been almost a religlon amenyg the
Greeks, and gave usideals from winch Art is still
sultering ; so in sanitary matters and a hundred others,
the old foolish, prudish contemypt of the body appears
and fighls against auy rational reforn,

Lut it was in its effe@ upon the belicf in witcheralt
that wesce the cruellest result of monkish teaching, To
consuwltauthorities upen this subject malkes the bleod boil
with indignation to tind what fearful pain men inflicted,
under supposed Bibhical direction, upon members of
their race, and nine-tenths of the vidlims were wormen.
‘They were accused of having children by fiends {incubi),
and women with beautiful hair were supposed to be
peculiarly liable to attrad@l demon lovers—this was
supposed to be the meaning of St. Paul’'s command to
women te keep theirheads covered ‘because of the angels.”
They were accused of frequenting witches-sabbaths
where all sorts of wvile orgies went on; of cating
dead bodies as were-wolves ; and of every other idiotic
trash which minds rotten with superstition could
conceive.  And the ascetic familiarity with bodily pain,
nurtured by dwelling on horrible pictures and stovies of
the sufferings of the saints and martyrs, intensificd by
a gloomy fuith lurid with the flames” of purgatory and
hell, made these judges and accusers use torture in the
most heartless and unsparing mauncr.

The poor |

| victim was often kept awake for days and nights by

having a « witeh's bridle " fastened on lier mouth and
secured by a padlock to the wall, so that the sufferer
could neither sit nor lic down. Let us read: ¢ These
instruments were so constructed that by means of a
hoop which passed over the head, a picce of iron
having four points or prongs was forcibly thrust into
the mouth, two of these being directed towards the
tongue, the others pointing out tewards cach checlk.”
{(Dalyell’s ¢ Darker Superstitions of Scotland.’)  In this
position she was watched by men set to lecep her awake
for days and nights in ordér to make her confess her
guilt, the torturc of thirst Leing added.  So thousands
of the poor weak, worn-out creatures aclknowledged
anything they were required to confess, and were
removed to the flaming faggots of deliverance,
Llorente states that from his perusal of the documents
of the Spanish Inquisition, he found that at least
37,000 persons were burnt by that institution alone.
50,000 perished in the Netherlands under Charles V.,
In Ttaly 1,000 persons were burnt in one year (Spina
‘ De Strigibus ). 7,000 persons were burnt at Tréves
(Thiers' « Trailé des Superstitions’).  Sprenger, who
had unusual opportunitics of judging, states that he
believes that from the introdudtion of Christianity to
the present day, nine million persons have sulficred
violent deaths on this account.” Nor did the result of
monkish fear of demons and menkish hatred of women
end with the suppression of the monasteries; a legacy
of horror was left to the Reformers.  The Puritans in
England and America, the Presbyterians in Scotland
i murdered more women than even the Roman Catholics
had done,  Luther, the first Reformer, said, I would
have no compassion on these witches, T weould burn
them all”; and John Wesley, the last Reformer, said
(Journal 1768),  the giving up witcheraft is in cffect
gwing up the Bible” TLet us turn away from this
darkest record of human history, and glance at one
more result of monkery., It was the degrading view
taken of Love. It has been truly said that Love, as it
Is regarded to-day, is of modérn growth; that the
exquisite and refined sentiment, which is the ideal of
the intellectual world in opposition to brutal passion or
coarse sensual indulgence, is a new produdt of our later
civilisation. The notion of an affection which can
survive all less, grow without possession, and exist
without hope of fruition, that ** 'Tis better to haveloved
and lost, than never to have loved at all,” may be of
modern date, butthat it should be so is the result of the
degradation of women by ascetic preaching from
Eastern books.  As the Church for ages persecuted
mtellect in men, and tortured thinkers as heretics, so
they threw down the lofty wemanly ideal of our
Northeru ancestors, and gave us centurics of £IOSSIESS
and sensuality.  Every step towards freedom for
wonien, every link of her chain which has dropt broken,
has been the work of that liberalising, widening
tendency of thought which has been fought for inch by
inch, year after year, against the monlk and the monk’s
| successors.  Let me quote the noble words of noble
George LEliot: “What in the midst of that mighty
drama are girls and their blind visions 7 . They are the:
yea or the nay of that good for which nen are enduring
and fighting.  In these delicate vessels is borne onward
| through the ages the treasure of human afections,”

Eow, TREGEAR,

Unto cach his handivork, anto cach his erown,
The just Tate gives ;

Whoso takes the world’s life on him and his own lays down,
e dyiug so, lives.

Whoso bears the whole heaviness of the wrong'd world's welght
And puts it by, "

It is well with Lim sufforing, thongh lie face man’s fate
How should he die?

Seeing death has no part in him any oY, 1o power
Upon his head ;

He hLas bought his cternity with a little hour,
And s not ded,

AL O Swindrne,

Faithfulness and siuecrily ave the groundwork of all
goodnuoss,—CoNryvCiys.



TIIE TFREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

16

DI RECT ITMPORTEDLR.
B, AL ADAMS,

WirenksaLe axp Reran. Drarern, Tailon,

AYD DRESSMAKEL

P T I A

JAMES THAIN & CO.,
IRON & HARDWARE MERCHANTS,

IMPORTERS OF—
American Goeds, Agricultura Tmplements,
Drushware, Lampware, Paints, Oils, &c.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act.

VICToRlA AVESNUE,
Tavro Qray, asp St HILL STRLET,

WANGANTL

:B'\REEMAN R, JACKSON,

ATCTIONEER & NTOCK SALESMAN,
WANGANUI AND HAWLERA
Agent for Wellington steamers—IHLULA and
TUL
Northern 8.5, Co.’s steamers—
ROWENA and MauwcCGREGOR,

13

VICTORIA AVENUILL

ENCOURACE NIEW ZEALAND
INDUSTRIES

FEIIE KEW ZEALAND CLOTUING :

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hands.
e TWENTY-TIHREL BRANCHES!

now opened in New Zualand.

Wanvavuer Laaxcll :
CORNEL OF VIUTOLRIA AVENULE
AND RIDGWAY =TRERT.

Wi, AHLIPELD MANAGELL

W, H. NETTLESIITIPR,
{Late King & Uol)

b /I ARUFACTULING )

I

W LLET,

CloLb AN D SILVER Sy
Tilectro-plater and Gilder.  Masouic Jeweller
and Medalist.

VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANUL

GLEORGE CALMAN,
TEA MUERCIANT AND GENERAL
PROVISION DEALEILR

YVICTORIA AVENUR

WoaNcANUL

SHARYT R,
:[_]‘;\\"[N('( left the Corner, Las removed
to Now Promises next Bank of New South
Wales, Wanganui, where lie wiil be happy

to meet all his customers in future.

1
|

aF CARPLTS AND

I

TOM FERRY,
'LICEN.SED VICTUALLREL.

R EsIDENCE :
O(JUIDEVN'J‘AL HOTEL,

WaNcavurn

JOIIN KENNEDY,
IIOTELKEEPER AND GENERAL
STOREKEEPER,

K ENNUED Y’ S,

J. W, McDUFT,

COACH-BUILDER AND IMPOUTER,

TWANGANTL,

BEING a thorough, practical tradesman,
having a full stafl” of first-class mechanies,
amd using only the best materials, custoniers
can rely on gefting Sound, Reliaile Work,

with a Superior Finish.

5. MAXNSON,
G_];‘ NERAL STOREKERPLER,
Rrerarnen Lasy,

WA N GA N

v i,

(Aud at Aurimoto.)

W, SPRIGEGENS,
BnoT AND SIHOE MANUFACTURER,

Vicertonia Avesve, Waxzaawur,

Importer of every descviption of ladics™
Cents’, and Childeen's Boots and Shoos,

DONALD LOSY,
CAUINE’J,‘-MAKEI: & UPUOLSTERETR,

Tavro Quay, Waseaer,
A large stocle of
FURNITURY &4
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
ALWAYS

ON MHAND

JAMES  LAIRD
II;\S much pleasure in announcing to
Country Settlers that his NIW SEEDS,
suitable for the season, are now to haud in
flue condition —comprising Turnip, Rape,
Mustard, Grass Seed; &e. All secds carve-
fully packed and forwarded fivst oppor-
tunity. Price Lists sent free, and evory

iufvrmation on upplication.

JANIN
WIHOLERALR

LATIVEY,
AND Rupain SErusvay,

Taupo Quay, Wanrenui.
w ? 3]

i
i

TO PRESERVE, WHITEN & BEAUTIFY
THE TEETH,

—USE—
L 0OASBY

ANTD COo.'8
CARBOLIRED ROSE TOOTH POWDER.

To be had of al! Druggists & Patent Medicine
Vendors throughout the district,

M= Loasey™ Toori PowDER—the receipt
for which I have sven, is both plensant and
cilicacions, 1t is espeeially uscful in cases
of teuder gumns,

(Signed) HerBERT RAwsox,
Dentist,
Wellington Terrace, Nov, 12, 1883,

A, M. LOASBY & 0.,
WiLoLERALE AND TRErPATL MANUFACTOCRING
Hoxsaovariie CirMists,
VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANUL

KOTIIN DBROS,
13 RACTICAL WATCHMAKLERSY,
JEWELLERS, & SILVERSMITIES,
WANGANUL

A Large and Varied Assoriment of Watches,

Clocks, Jewellery, and Llectro-plate,

PRIZE TRODPHIFS & PRESENTATION
PLATE
Manufactured and Engraved to Order on
the Shortest Notice !

Good Stock of Spectacles, &, Eycglasses

to suit all sights.

EDWIN J, KING,
FIMEACHER of Piancforte, Violin, Corno-
pean, eb . Music provided for Bawis,
Parries, Prexics, ere., in town or country.
BEASS O STRING BANDS,
LI.J. King & Sons” unrivalled Quadrille Bamdd.

Avapryy or Mursie
ST, HILL STREET, WANGANUT,

GLEORGE FLYGER,
TAILOR, CLOTUIER, & OULFITTER,
Viecrenia AVENTUGE
WANGANTL.

SULDs (OF GOOD MATIERIAL) MADI
T ORDER AT THE LOWEST PRICE,

=7 TIT GUARANTEED.

WILLIAM MITCHELL,
ARTER & FORWARDING AGENT,

81, HifL Srreet, WANCANULL

Country Orders promptly attended to.

JAS. GIAHAM,
PLUMBER, GASFITTER, TINSMITH,
Bre, T

VDEWAY STREET, WaNcaxtul,

Printed il prblished by A DO AV, ot his Casion
Urinting Works, Victoria Avenue, Wangaoai, New
Zeadand,  Pebroary 1, 1884,



	THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.
	Chapter
	Daily Notes.
	Progress.
	CHRISTCHURCH FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
	AUCKLAND RATIONALISTIC ASSOCIATION.
	A GENERAL COUNCIL OF FREETHOUGHT.
	WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
	NELSON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
	WANGANUI FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
	Science Notes.
	SECESSION OF A VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE DUNEDIN FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
	MR. BRAITHWAITE’S SECESSION.
	TO CORRESPONDENTS.
	The Freethought Review. WANGANUI, N.Z., FEBRUARY 1, 1884. CHRISTIANITY AND THE ABJECT POOR.
	Bems.
	Chapter
	Passing Notes.
	Personal Notes.
	Notes & Queries.
	QUERIES.
	Rrbiems.
	Correspondence.
	WORK AT GREYMOUTH.
	DOG-VANES.
	THE MONK AND THE WOMAN.
	HOW SHOULD HE DIE?
	Advertisements
	ADVERTISEMENT
	ADVERTISEMENT
	ADVERTISEMENT
	ADVERTISEMENT
	ADVERTISEMENT
	ADVERTISEMENT
	ADVERTISEMENT


