14

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

WILLIAM DENTON

From a sketch by DAL Bennett,in his work *The Worid's
Bages, Thinkers and Reformers,” we gather the following
particulars concerning 'rofussor Denton, whe died of fuver
in New Guinea :—

*This courageous geologist and Radical,” says his biegrapher,
“was born at Darlington, Durbam county, Fugland, on the Sth
January, 1823, William's father was quite poor, and igonrant of all
scholarship, butl o true, sturdy, industrious wooleomber, and had to
suppert a’ family of four children on res a week. At the age of
cight William Denton was placed at a day school, in which the
tutor gave experiments with a galvanic battery, besides giving
“ practical lessons in phrenology and electricity.” At this stage of
his carcer Willlam commenced his stuldics in geoloyy, reading
closely on the subject, and preparing, hammer iun hand, for future
researches,  * Wihen eleven years old he was hired by a currier of
Darlingten for 2 vear at half erown a week.  Afler serving his time
in the currier's shop, he wis emploved 3 months by a Methodist
minister in a grocery store.  This situation was highly satisfactory
to his father, who was a firm Methodist, William, one cday, however,
dctected his master giving false weight, by placing a picce of lead
on the scale. Ile told his father, who went to * the Methoedist
minister grocer,” and after denouncing his dishonesty, took the boy
away {rom his service. After leaving the grocery business, William
was sent to the Darlington Grammar School, where he acquired
the rudiments of Greek and Latin, At the age ¢f 14 he was
apprenticed to Timothy Hackworth, at shilden, to learn the trade
of machinist, Working during the day he did not waste his leisare
hours at night, and read the works of Lyell, attended scientific
lectures, and becanic a menmber of the Mechanics' Tustitute. IHe
also pursued his goolngical studies in a ratlway tunnel near Shilden.
At 16 he joined the Methodist Association Church, and within a
year after commenced Jecturing on Temperance and giving
addresses on religion in Sunday School.  He soen became an adept
at speaking, taking part in theological debates and addressing
meetings in farm kitchens or on the open green, At length he got
hold of Combe's "“Counstitutionof Alan.”” The minister said to him,
“William, that is a vers dangerous book,”” and proceeded te prove
the statement by citing Combe's tlustration of the two boats.
Denton, however, ceontinwed studying Combe, and found the
lustration of the boats true, and stroightway besan to manifest
heresy in his speeches. Tle was now 1o, and st with Timothy
Hackworth, One day his master told him te go to a brewery to
repair some machinery, This wounld coniiict with his radical
temperance principles, and he spoke to TTackworth about having
conscientious scruples,  [lackworth sncered at @ conscivncy, 1l
sent Denton away,  He next tried teiching in a schoel at Newport,
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He also lectured on Temperance, and preached frequentdy in
London, He often used to walk 12 miles 1o Cardiff on Saturday,
preach three times on Sunday and walk back on Monday morning
m time for school. At this time he was ene of the most active
tighters for Temperance in Englaul. He continued Jecturing on
Temperance, Mesmerism, and Radicalism, until he made many
cnemics, and wis dismissed from thc I. Ile had toselt his
books to prevent starvation, amd emizrated to America. He Innded

in Philadclphia in 1803, His life in the United States continned
to be a series of strugzles.  During the latwr vears of his Life he
continued to lecture and write principally in New Endamd, A
series of his discomrses are published. e has estabiished o
reputation as a geologist, and wis reckoned amongst the ablest
advecates of Spiritualism,

THIE MORNING RTALL

|
W Lave the morniuy star, |
O fuolish people, O kings ! ‘
With us the deyspring
Even all the fresh daysprings
LFor us, and with ug, all the multitudues of things.
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O sorrowing hearts of slaves,
We heard you heat [rom far !
We bring the licht that saves,
We bring the morning star
Freedom’s good thing
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¢ Lwing you, whence all good things are.

The strifo of things and heauty,
The five and licht adored,
Truth and Wfe-lightening duty,
Tove without crown ov sword,
That by his might and gedhead makes man god and lord.

These have we, these are ours,
That no priests give, nor kings ;
The hemey of all these tlowers,
The heart of all these springs ;
Ours, for where frecdout lives unot, there live no good things.

Rise, cre the dawn be risen ;
Come, aed he all «ouls fed
From ficid, and street, wd prison,
Come for the foast Is spoeaul
Live, for the bruth is living ; wake, for the njght s dead,

A Swinlurue.

Some persort with ot for disnal statisties has eom-
1
puted that the ehances of being murdered in Rome and

"
Ingland are us 237 to [, |

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE'S THEOLOGY,

The following passages are from an article by Tlor-
ence Nizhtingale in Fraser's Magazine in 1073, ‘Lhe
article is headed ¢ A ¢ Nole” of Intervogation,” and its
aim is Lo interrogate whether the greater portion of the
religious teaching of the present day is not misdirected,
on the ground that it fails to inform men what is the
true character of God :—

Is it not a simple impertinenee for preachers and schoolmasters,
literally s enthedrd, to be always inculeating and laying down whit
they eall the commands of God, and never telling s what the Giod
is who conmands, often indeed vepresentivg Him as worse than a
devil?  “ Decause 1 am Gol and not man.”  Bub you represent
Him as something far Delow man, worse than the worst man, the
worst Fastorn tyrant that was ever heard of.

S Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.”
Al frem the mouth of him whoe said these words, they arve indeed
the ©first and greatest commandment.”  He who went ahont doing
good, who ealled all of us who are weary awd heavy laden to come
to Him —who towaneds Tlis eruel torturers and murderers felt nothing
but * Father forgive them, for they know not what they do”— He
might well say, © Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” fur Lie needed
not to explain to us His chavacter,

But—and what a descent is here '—for us to lay it down sz 2 rom-
mand to love the Lovd God!  Alas! poor mankind might casily
answer :— I can™t love because I am ordered —least of all can I
love One whe scems to make me miserable hiere to torture e here-
after, Show me that e is good, that He is lovable, and I chall
love him without Leing told.”

Bat docs any preacher show us this?
good, hut he shows him to be very bad.
< Love,"” but he shows him to be fute, wo
As the Persian poet says—* I God ponishies me for deing ovil by
doine me evil, how iz hebetter thand 77 And it is hanl to answer,
Tor certaindy the worst man would Lavdly torture his aiemy, 3f le
conld, fur ever.  And anless God has a sehienie that every man isto
he saved for ever, it is hard Lo say in what Ile s not woerse than
man. For all good men wonld save others if they could,

A poor man, dying in & workhouse, said to his nurse after having
seen his elergyman—a I does geomn havd to Lave suflered so muel
here, only to go to everlasting torments beveafter.”  Seliont has the
feeling, which must be that of half the world, heen so simply
expressed.

flow ilen is it possible to teach cither that Ged iz Love ™ or
that Giod connnands auy ity o wdess Gol Tas o plon foe Lrlngg

e may sey that Gl iz
Iic may say that Godis
e than any hate of man.

iy
cach amel all «f us to periection 7 Low can we swork at all iy e
he no sucha plan?  Itis not enough that (hal sonkd not e willing

to punish everlastingly --to show that Hu g goal He must Le
acoomplisking a desiger, - invarigble and withont a shadow of tmen-
ing,” the desive to save overy one of us everlastinely. There must
be no piving the ge by to searching cut, as the very fivst conditiva
of veligion, whether theve Lo such oo plon,

Tuke eor, sone of the most fanadiae instances of mistales, arising
from not und. maline the charieter of God,

That God veoavds suffering as good in Hself, that e pavs wiell
those who iefict 5 on themselvess 15 the hasis o which was founded
a very large polity inthe Roman Cathiolic Claeh,

That God s so Iet goman as o beeome esaentially wiclal, for
which ke has institeted no ether system of holp exeept fotting An-
other pay the penalty for man, was e foumdation of another theory
of relizion sonetinoes called = Bvangelical.”

That this bavharising docivine does nob make man havhavows, at
least not very, ean only be bestuse men are so wuch Letter than
their God.
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It is of noase saying that Cod is just, unless we difine what jus-
tice 3= Inoall Chri-tinn tnies penple have said that * God s just.”
sl Dve evedlited Lhm with an dnjustice such as transconds sil
Fumnn injustice that 1698 possible to conveive, g, that e con-
demns to * everlusting fire,” for not being baptiscd, little labics
wha cortaiuly conld not get themecves Tapticed. What s the
most horritde and wholesale infanticide canpared with this? Not
even that of the Frenchwoman farmer of babies who poured vitriol
instend of milk down the habies” threats, wind dipped their heads in
boiling water. For she cevtainly didnot mean tode this for cternity.

Pt would God he the more just, even thongh MHe does not damn
the Jittle Tabics, if He does not soeee them—if He Dias no sehieme by
which the little babics, who were never asked whether they would
comie into this world or net, ave to be hrouzht to pevfect happiness 7

Alzo, theve is extraordimry cenfusion alwut what happiness i,
Whole hooks have heenwritten to prove that there is o very equal
distribution of happiness all over the world in all olasses and con-
ditions of men,  * Taupas ave accustomed to panperism, rich
people ave accustomaed to enneid, savaues to savagedom.  All these
have theiv pleasures,” This is the avgument,. Do people who areus
thus ever ask themselves for one moment what happiness 15?7  Or
do they really call the cxcitement of gin. the beastly momentary
pleasure of sensnality, whicl alone diversify the miscrable lives of
Tundreds of thonsands of Loidon poer. happiness - O do they call
the dead lock of carriages in Hyde Park, which minister to ihe
cunui of the rieh, happiness ?

And well may they write to prove ihat overy wan in London,
taling the average, has £10,600 a year, as that every man, taling
the average, has happiness.

What a poor idea of happiness this is!

Ts mob the happiness of G, a0 Jar s we ean conceive if, the coly
type of what happines: And why has God happiness? Not belause
He can do what He Likes 5 but because what e likes is goed.




