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A Lelioverin © eonditional Dmmortality” writes us wging
thut there 1s no gext in the Dible supporting the contrary
view.  Thisis o meddor of interpretation of the texts,  The
remarkable thing about most of these controversics is that
the Bible supports all sides—in tlis vespecet, like Paul, being
“all things to all men.”  But all heresies make for Jiberty,
On this common ground we nieeh the © eonditionnl imuortal-
ists” in a spivit of brotherly leve.  The opinion that might
be honestly expressed with vespeet to the doetrine is that it
is preferable to the Lake of Brimstone,

Weo linve reecived a pamphlet published at Anckland en-
titled « The Eleetrie Universe,” by  Torpede.”  The author
enarantees to point out to *any of the governments of the
workd (or others cte). for £500, u Force that is self acting,
self renewing as long as machinery will last.” The dis-
coverer of perpetual motion lhowever Dbas to confess thab
“tlere is now patented in Kngland and Amcriea what T
was readly the inventor of”  The author’s familiarity with
the Seiences ave out of keeping with his too evident aberra-
tion of intellect.

One of Monewre (;011\\’1_} s ““ Lessons for the Day” is “The
Madouna of Monthazon” which My, Conway descubes S
o the largest bronze statue in Europe.”  #The hend,” he
siys, ¢ was eneircled by what seemed a1 gtrange kind of halo
made of dwrting rays of light. DBut cxamination proved
these to be the diverging points of o lightning rod.  The rod
rin up the Madonna’s back, and branched out into a cirelet
of points. Tt scemed rather deell that the plous people
shiould have thonght it necessary to protect their protectress,
to shicld the Queen of heauven from the lightnings of heaven.”

Moneuve D, Conway, who suceeeded the eloquent member
for Oldliam, W, F. Fox, in the pastorate of the fumous Unit-
arian Churel near the Bank of England, about 20 years ago,
has avrivesl in the colonies.  Ile resided in Lendon ol these
years, and became Tdentified with its Hterature and social
life, His letters in the Cinelnnati Comrmercial have exer-
cised o wide influcnee in America. I$ 1% not known
whether e will make the tourof New Zealand, but he will
profubiy lecture in Australia, He gocs on to India, whers
hie will reside some time studying the dinlects of the Hinde-
stani, in connection with a book on  Cowpavative Philo-
logy ™ whicl he 15 writing.  Mr Conway is an enthusiastic
student of Sunserit, and reads frow the Zendavesta at L
regular Sunday serviees in Tondon,

We take the following from the Australasian of Sep-
tember 15th ¢ The TToun, Robert Stout, of New Zealanl,
writing in reply to a reference ina lecture by Dishop Moor-
Louse wnd  the resolution of sywpathy passed by the
Austradasinn Becularist Conference with Messis Foote and
Foavsay, coutends that the Bishop did injustice to those who
carried  the resolution, awd  procceds :—* The Dishop
has wixed up Messrs Foote, Ramsay, aad the Secularists’
Conference with Nihilists, Socialists, Anarchists, and Irish
aszuasing, and Le led his andience to infer that the eanse of
Nililism, Socialism, Anarchisi, and Irish nssassination was
Athelsm, Now, Tirst remack, that all the Trish assassins
wers pions Romun Cagholies.  Then [ state what cannot be
centroverted, that the wnjority of the Nthilsts have been
trained in the dogmas of the chureh with which wany of
Bishop Moorhouse’s co-religionists desive to unite . ., . .
Further, T might ask how comes it that n those countries
where the Christinn rebizion has held and has now the
greatest power, there 1s the greatest Social wnrest—I refor
to Russia, Bpain, Haly T Compare the safety of property
and Jife in countries wheee Freethinkers are allowed {ree-
dom, with the assassiuations and robberies in lands where
the priest s all powertul, and will the post loe eigo propter
R he applicatde.” [This‘ Ls condensed from My Stout’s letter
published b Tength in the Avgus—a letter that we hear has
created o wide interest in Melbonwrne.  We regret we Lave
not seen the capy of the Avgns containing it.]

Ar Moncure DD, Conway was interviewed during Lis
brief slay in San I'rancisco, and freely stated his views
of men and things in Englaad.  Mr Conway it should
be remembered, 1s a lmtl\c of Virginia, U.S . though e
has been for 20 years vesident in J,ll;__;ldll(l (s minisier
of a kind of Eclectic Churcly in London,  Deing quoest-
ioned as to Bradlangh and radicalism, he saidi—1 have
no desive lo criticise him or his methods,  Ile works in
entirely different mental, moral, and social regions from
wyself, It is o mistake to suppose that he has loose

principles on the question of marriave, when the factis
he is a stickler for old-time ideas on that subject,  Tle
was formerly moarried, Lot his swife is dend, e pelas

tions with Mis Annic Lcslnt his present business as-
sociate, have never heen Ot]l(_‘l'\\l‘:(_, Lh"m henorable, and
1o other opinion is entertained in London by those who
arc familiar with his affairs.  She was driven out of her

hushand's house because she was too liberal in religion
for him, not because she was too free in morals, J)uf

as I have said, he works u cutirely different lines, MMy
own radical views led me to a somewhat bold m}ml)hc-
anism. I look upon a President as a monarch, aml
think the Swiss lu_nu lic, without any President, the
best. 1 am also in favour of o Parliament, A\bscmbl\'

Congress, or whatever you choose to call it, of only one
housc. I regard Mrs Besant as the most refined and
highly-cducated woman in London since the death of
Guorge Lliot,  Sheis a mistress of all the modern Eura-
pean languages.  Sheisalso a shrowd business woman,
who attends to the great publishers firm in which she is
a partner, She knows how to take care of moncey, and
is therefare plospcmus
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ANSWERS

H,—In answer to the query of “T7 as to whethor Di. VW,
B. Carpenter acknowledged the troth of the phenomena of
Rpiritualism, Mesmerism e, I beg to answer that Carpenter
puts down the belief in Tuble-rapping, Table-turning &e, as
an example of ““u variety of abervant actions Lordering on
Ingunity,” classing it with the Dancing Mania of the Middle
Ages &e. As to Mesmerisin, the following gretation will
perhaps suffice— With respect to the modes in which the
* Mesmeric” Somnambulism is Indueed,ib appears to him that
they ave ull vefevable to those states of wmonotony of seasory
impressions and of expectietion, to which reterence hus heen
already made, ns among the most potent of the predispesing
causes of LJIl(llflOllS allicd to S cep. It is assorted by
Meswmerists, that they ean induec the ' Mesmeric® state
from a distance, witliout the least eonscionsuess on the pare
of their ¢ subjects” thal any influence s being exerted on
them, an assertion which if trne would go far to establish the
existence of a foree altogether suf geioris, capable of being
transmicted from one individual to another, Here, however,
as in regard to the ¢ higher phenomena ” last adverted to, the
Author feels compelled to state that no evidence of an
aflirmative kind hag yet been adduced, which cin be in the
least degree satisfactory to a scientilie cnguirer, who duly
appreciates all the sources of falluey to which these occur
rences are open.”  Hirst guotation from T des-motor
Actions”—seeond quotation fron: ““ Functions of the Cerelro-
spinal Nervous System”—Cavpenter’s Physiology, —1. I,
New Plymouth.

3.—Iu answor to “ A TFrecthinker’s ™ query re Southwell,
I take the following from My, G J, Holyoake’s well known
“ History of Co-operation :— ¢ Ultlmately My, Southwell
left England and settled in New Zeabd, a singalarly un-
suitable retveat for one so fiery and fearless of spivis, unless
he intended to set up as o Chieftain,  On the stage, or the
platform, or in the Seeular press, he might have feund a
cougenial sphere; hub nothing fell to him available except
the editorship of o Wesleyan Newspaper, It must have
heen a livelier publication in his hands than its readers had
known it betore. ITts orthodox articles must have Leen
written by proxy,  When death befell him, as it did aftor
a very few years sojonrn there, he waswaited on by wembers
of the proprictary whom ke served, to ofler him the religious
consolations available to that body, and were surprised to
be told by theie patient that he had edited their paper be-
cause no other employment was open to i, but he nover
undertook to edit their prineiples. e eould not deny that
Wesleyanism was a form of opiuion be could live by, for Le
Lad lived by it und ke was mueh obliged to them for the
opportunity of doing that, 1o, lwwever, preferred to dic
i the prineiples iu which he had lived,  He was an Athe-
st —-Raniear.

3.—The following is aullientic; Mr. Campbell having
Inown Seuthwell ntimately 1 —# Charles Southwell avrivad
in Aucklvd ubout 1835 or §, and, after trying his powers
as anaector, became editor ol the Auckland Examiner, which
he conducted with ability wntil he died. e was buried in



