6

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

ance at our evening meetings, and a s1pply of the new vollection of ‘

pieces {or general singing having now been procured from Dunedin,
congregational singing will take its place at our future evening
meetings.

Wit Prarr, C. Searetary.

CHRISTCHURCII SECULAR DEBATING
SOCIETY,

The following itemns, kindly forwarded by the Secre-
tary of the Christchurch Sccular Debating Sccicty,
will be found interesting :—

Christchurch, r4th October, 1833,

S1r, —As most of us are subscribers to your valuable paper, and
interested in the doings of like institutions, I take it that others are
interested in us, and forward some particulars of last meeting on Fri-
day evening. Itwaswellatiended, 73 being preseut, nnd opened for
half an hour with recitations ; after which, and until q.30 e’clock,
the resolution of the Church Syned {which is now sitting here) was
ably discussed,and a resolntion passed unanimonsly—* condemning
the action taken by the Chuarch 8ynod in trying to establish separate
schoels, thereby tending to weaken the present Education Act, and
pledged itself to oppose any action that will tend to disturb the
present graud system of education.”  Itwasalso agreed to continue
the meetings another three months, the past having been so sue-
cassful, with good attendavce of members. The Friday cvening
previous was passed most pleasantly with a ball, the first here under
the auspices of Freethought; members, with * their sisters, their
cousins, and their aunts,” being present, A capital band, combined
with a plentiful supply of refreshmoents, caused some 50 couple to
thoroughly eujoy the evening until rz.30.—I hope your second
number will have the doings of all other similar Sccieties in this
and adjeining colonies, and trast others will forward particulars of
their progress,

I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
Arnr, H. MacrLeaw, Secretary.

CONSTITUTION AND RULLES.

{SUITABLE FOR ADOPTION BY FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATIONS).

{Compiled from sevoral reurccs By a v - onf the IPangannd Drectinngh

cleeckatiog)

CONSTITUTION,

INSTITUTION,
Article 1.—%e, the undersigned, do hereby agree 1o form aur-
selves into a Society of Freethinkers Ly the name of the

Freethought Association,
GBJECTS.

Article z—The objects of the Scciety shall be the attainment
and promulgation of knowledge as the best means for promoting the
welfare and happiness of mankind.

MEMEERSITP,

Article 3.—The Society shall consist of all who are duly enrolled

members in accordance with the by-laws.
AMENDMENT.

Article 4 —The constitution of the Seciely may be amended bva
two-thirds vote of all its members present at o regular general
meeting of the members, provided the proposed amendment has
been submilted in writing at a like regular mecting of the Scciety
at least seven days before the vote is taken,

OFFICERS,

Article 3.—The ofiicers of the Socisty sbhall consist of a Tresi-
dent, two Vice-presidents, Secratary, Treasurer, two Trustees, and
a Committee consisting of thirteen members.

BY-LAWS,

Article 6.—By-laws, not inconsistent with the constitution, may
be adopterd, amended, or repealed at any reginlar mecting of the
Committee by a two-thirds vote, provided that not less than soven
davs' notice has been given of any such proposal to the members
of the Commitize. Any change of the by-laws adopred by the
Committee shall be notified at the next general mecting of the
Society.

CHEELS AND TRINCIPLES.

-Article 7.—The Socicty shall not adop! auy cread, articles of faith,
or platform of principles.

ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION GF CFTICERS.

Article 8.—There shall be an anuaal ganeral weeting, when the
officers for the ensuing ycar shail be elected. The fivst board of
officers may be elected onthe day of organizing the Society without
formality, Vacancics during the year may be filled Ly the Com
mittee, B

Article g —The powers of the seciety are unlimited, subject to
its Constitution and the jaw of the laud

BY-LAWS,

Section 1,—Meetings : This Association shall mect regularly at

Section 2.—DBallot : The oilicers shall be elected by ballat, and
the vne receiving the highest number of votes for any office shall
duly be elected.

Section 3.—~Term of Office : Officers shall hold their offices one
year, and until their successors ave duly elected and enter upon the
duties of their respoctive ollices.

Section §.—¥ac In case avacancy shall oceur by death,

v A lCIes |
resignation, or in any other manuer, of an ollicer of the Association,
it may be filled pro tom by appointment of the President; or, in
his absence, by the Compitice.

Scction 5.—President : The TPresident shall be the presiding
officer, and in his absence a Vice-President shall perform his duties,
and in the absence of both a chalrman may be elected to discharga
the duiies ul Presidont for the vecasion.

Section 6.—Secretary : The Sceretary shall keep a regular record
book in which he shall euter the proccedings of ail meetings of the
Society, and shall perform the usnal duties pertaining to the offics.

Sectien 7, —Treasurer: The Treasurcr shall keep a regular
account book wherein he shall make specific entrics of all money
recetved and disbursed by order of the Assoclation, and make a full
report of his doings at cach meeting of the Committee, and at such
other times as may be required,

Scction 8.—Trustees : The Trustees shall see to the incorporation
of the Association in due and legal form under the statule, by which
it will possess the right of holding property—and shall discharge all
other duties devolving upon thent in their office,

Scction g.—Committee: The Comumittee, of which all ofiicers are
ex-officic members, shall have the gencral management of the
affairs of the Association,

Seetion 1o.—Special meetings; Speeial meetings may be called
by posting a notice in some conspicuous place on the building where
the Asscctation vsuaily meets, or by advertisenient in a newspaper,
or written notice through the post addressed te the members
individuaily.

Section 11-—Membership: Members may be admitted at any
Committce meeting, by a majority of votes, and on the payment of
the quarter's subseription of—

Section 12.—Certificate : A Certificate shall be issued to each
member on joining the Association, in the following form ;—This
is to cernfy that was enrolled a Member of this
Association on the day of 188

(Signatures of President and Secretary )

The President may at the request of w member who is leaving the
district endorse the cortificate testifying to the good standing of the
member in that Association,

Seetion 13.—3pecial Commitices : The Committee may appoint
specint Committees for one year of not movre than five menbers in
each, with special functiozs as follows:—

Tinance : A 8pecinl Committee of three members on Financa.

Library : A Special Committce of three members, to take
measures for establishing a Library, and have charge of same when
establiished,

dusic: A Special Commitiee of five members to provide for
music in the mestings,

Lycenm : A dpecial Committee of three members to take m
for opening Sunday schools snder the auspices of the Associar

Benevolent Tund 0 ASpecial Committee of five jady members to
adriinister the Benevolent Fund of the Aszocintion, ’

moction Lp—General Power: The Committee shall have power
by reselution to make provision for ary sabject not provided for
inthe by-laws. In matters of urgeney the President may decide
and his decision shall have the force of 2 bylaw. The Committee
may draw up rules'of debate and procedure for the rezular meatings
of tiie Association, i ;

S
Alotes.

Launcesten, Tasmania, is an orthodox place, and
firm 1n the grip of the priests.  AMessrs Osborne Laving
commenced thesate of freethought literature, they werc
dencunced both from press and pulpit, while the police
scized some of their beoks, and announced their inten-
tion of prosecuting the bookscliers.  In perlaps twenty
years, Launceston will have arrived at the state of the
towns of New Zealand in the matter of religious
frecdont,
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The Christian religion still includes less than one-
third of the population of the globe among e adlierents,
The present estimate by best German statisticians puts
the tetalat 1,500,000,000 of whom 450,000,000 are Bud-
dhist, 235,000,000 Mohammedan, 247,000,000 Feathen,
225,000,000 Roman Catholics, 140,000,000 Protestants,
1ro0co,co0 Iirnliming, 53,000,000 Euslern {Catholic)
Churches, and 8,000,000 Jews,

The Rev. Charles Stubbs, viear of Granborouzh, and
aunthor of Félluge Politics, has just sent to press with
Messrs Sonnenschein o volume of sermons proached be-
fore the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, They
all deal with the attitude towards social and political
questions which, in the opinion of the author, the
National Church must adopt if she would seek toinflu-
ence the modern democratic movement in England,

The editorship of the Ilolls Seiles of what iy known as
““The Tripavtite Life of St Patrick,” contnined in Trish
ME3. in the Bedlelan Litvary and the T-itish Museun, has
been entrusted to e Whitley Stolies, of Oxford,  The Tife
is composed of three biographical howilies, and encl homily
containg a few old Irlsh poems aud proverhial savings.
Though written in o rnde, disjoluted style, it hus great value
to the historian and philologer, and throws some light on
ancient Trish institutions,



