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THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW,

CLERICALISM ON THE RAMPAGE.

During the past fortnight Canterbury folks have been
entertained with anotlicr pliase of Salvationism, The meet-
ing of the Diocesan Synod lhas afforded the clerzy an
opportunity of making a wordy onslauglit upon the lduca-
tion Act. One Liev. gentleman said the worality of the
public board schools was ni althougly he was flatly
contradicted by one of the lay members who having been
connected with the public schools from their initintion, and
is now a mewber of the Board of Fdueation, was therefore
well able to speak authoritatively upon the subject—it did
not induce the Rev. gentlemen to moderate their strictures,
nor prevent them deploving the jprobable future result of
their being denied facilities for indeetrinating the youthful
mind with their sectarvian doginas ; for this is their real con-
tention, and accounts for alt their lugubrious lumentations
about the absence of morality and religion in the publie
schools which they further emphasise us Godless.  This
“war ery” meets with little attention or sympathy from
outsiders, notwithstanding all their bluster and asseverations
as representing the gencial opinion of the community, It
is well known that all the lesson books in use inenleate
mora'ity and religion except those Hmited to arithmetie, for
even “ Colenso” could not adopt the assumption that © one
is equal to three, and three the same as oue.” The most
Liopeful featuve for the future of our country is that this
opposition to our invalnable educational system is chiefly
limited to the interested leaders of the various denomina-
tions, and finds little or no response frem the general
publie, evidence of which las been afforded from time to
time when the integrity of the Education Aet has been
made a test question at elections, Notably was this shown
when Siv Edward Staflovid contested the Heatheote election
against a very inferior and irexperienced candidate, and
was rejected solely on secount of his kuown hostility to the
Secular system. Suilarly, Bishop Moran's defeat in Otago,
and also in the result Of every eleetion when the
tion Act has been made a prominent quesiion.

AlllC.L—

Our representatives in Paviiamenthonestly and consistently
reflect the public mind upon the same question wlhen de-
fending it {from numerous and covert attacks, notably the
Rev. W. AL Green's last disingenous attempt to anthorise
the introduction of the Bible in Schools, which was vejected
by a majority of 52 in o House of (3 members.  To counter-
act the effect of the wndenominational teaching of the
publie schools, the necessity for establishing Churel day
schools wherever practicable, was debated at groat length in
the Synod und finally carvied, grants from the Chureh Estate
ta be devoted to this pacpose.  This debate epened up an
interesting discussion upon the value of the Chareh Estate
in this diocese, by which it appears to be not less than
£250,000, exclusive of Churches :and Thoscnages valued ag
another £90,006,  One of the clergy depreeated making
public these particulars, It would Le Iinteresting to know
how the Church acquired such a valuable estate, and if uny,
or a considerable portion, did uet form pavt of the reserves
made by the Canterbury Association and handed over to
the first Provincinl Council upeon its payment to the
Association of the st of £23,000 o £30,000—which sumn
was raised by the sule of a block of laud within the Town
Prelt, that had been especlully reserved as an endowment of
the future Municipality, and still known as the Town
Reserves.  In the carly days of the settlement, u great deal
of ucrimonious discussion took place over the fact of the
Canierhury Association having “ bortowed 7 £10,000 from
the Bishoprie fund—perhaps this was repaid in land, which
at that time was a drug upon the hands of the Associntion,
the fiest flush of founding a strictly Cliurch of Englind
settlement laving passed away,

Strict movality s ever condemmed the jesuitieal
maxim that “the eul justifics the means”—still in
the flugrunt vielation of the principle of the Talueation

Act occaslomll) brouglt to light, Miniscers apparently
consider they wre doing a commendable service to their

Church and order in infringing it wherever possible. In
onc notuble instauce ncar Cheslehioreh the members of

the School Comnittee e virtually the nominees of the
Clergyman, and as a very expericnced and efficient master
was obliged to resign, becavse he could not reconcile his
daty to the Act with the requivements of the Minister, and
as the school 1s now opened with prayer, and may be con-

sidered a church day school in all but name, and is veferred
to as a model of what may be done by a persevering
elergyman, the presumption

now fills the post. Bishop Moran has brought some of
these proselytising schools under thepnotice of the Minister of
Education, but as the Minister happens to be a Bible-in

schools advacate—he pretends to be unable to enforce
obedience to a public luw, for the preper administration of
which he is supposeld to be responsible,  Why this anxicty
and  tribolation, lese the vising generation sheuld discard
the old myths 1 Such o change in the future, from an abso-
lute and distracting theology to w rational and therefore
natural religion, would not be greater than Lias ocenrred in
the  past from Ilowan  Cathelicism to some modern
developinent of Unitarianism.  If the clergy foar, when
the Lulk of the people of the future, having passed through
the seealar schools; and in consequence have been tanghit to
take sensible and rvational views of life and its obligations,
that their oceupation will be gone, and their order swept
away—may take hears of grace from the fuct that organi-
sations similar to the variouns religious bodies will continue
a necessity so long as the existing conditions of society
renain unchanged, and a band of carnest self-denying men
will still find their vocation as leaders and teachers and

administrators of the vast wealth of the churches in the in-
terests of lursanity, now shamcfully diverted into so many
uscless and unworthy chmmels.—X., Cluistehurch
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Lot us make our education brave
Polities is un afterwork, o poor patching.  Weare alwaysa
little late. The evil is done,—the law is passed, and we
begin the up-hill agitation for repeal of that which we ought
to have prevented the enaeting.  We shall one day learn to
supersede polities by edueation.  What we enll our root
and braneh reforms of slavery, war, gambling, Intemperance,
is only medienting the symptoms.  We must bogin hizher,
nunely, in Edusation.—Kmerson.

and preventive,

Acbicfus.

Seieiece aid Religivie: A Tleview of Jwlge MHiginbotlun's
Lociare, by T Cuevxe Fanyig, AL Dunedin :
Juseph Draithwaite.

My Farnie, while sympathising with Judyge Higinhothun's
views where the ¥ ddnntv, pushca them to their togieal
conclusion.  Enforeing and tilustruting the distinetion bo-
tween velizion and Llwuhvr\' L observes that religion is © the
worship ot ideds,”  In tliiw sense true
clozest eounection with man ﬂmh\'uiu-l and soctal welfave”
But with moderu theology, “w mshlp has sunk iuto un
aceident, a second 1;1(1(,0 \\hil(, beliefis the essential clement
—beliel In the existence of a divine avchiteet aud ruler of
the nuiverse, beliel in the excelleneies of eroed and dogim
pertaining to the antigue ehurches.”  “Theology s fuded
from the rank of o religion, and fullen into that of a super-
stition.” Dut is the distinction founded on true ideals enly?
Whetler a divine arehiteet exist ov not, the belief sets up the
ideal, and that 1sveligion.  The distinetion Is probubly one of
dearee only, und not iu the natuee of the things deseribed. My
Farpic’s veply to Judge Higinbotham on the vital point of lis
lecture is quite conelusive—=1f mau did not fall, then there is
no need for the system ofthe Christiin Chuvehes— thatsysiem
topples over as soon as this is shown.,”  Where IIv, Panice
deals with Fheology and Seience, hie shows that Theolegy is
not entitled to be (h'rmhed iy the name of Science, and le
asserts that 1t has ¢ 1101 “‘l\'(‘l] birth to one single new idea
for hundreds of years” Yet lhe conception of nsupreme
mind has been subject to a process of cvolution, in passing
feom the rvegion of revelition to thut of metaphysics,
Belenee isa very loose term wanting o better definition than
any yet given toit,  Weagree with Mr Farnic that Theology
is not entitled to be called o Seience @ but with the qualifi-
cation that many other things so designated are also
imncenraiely deseribed.  Mr Famie dendy shows that ilie
anthropoworyhic coneeplion of Ged cannot be sot rid
while 1t 38 necessary o predicate atiributes. Deprivad of
his attribates he s snthinkable, A Ifarnie concludes lis
able and ¢loquent review by an apotheosis of the ideal of
duty—-perhaps the only thing worthy of the Lionor.
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