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It has become the fashion to distinguish between theo-
At one time, not so long since, the
terms were synonymous, but they now scem to be di-
verging with the development of the thought which as-
sociates religion with the natural, and theology with the
supcrnatural, Theology is that which expresses a
knowledge of a personal deity. It is sometimes called
a science, and it has certain generalisations which give
its pretensions a color of exactitude. To discard theo-
logy is simply to abandon or discredit the supernatural.
That this is the line of movement of the best thought of
On the other
The
worship of art or science is religion in the natural sense,
The worship of IHumanity—Father Man—is
with the Positivists, The desire to be good
good, is a religious impulse in the cyes of the clerical
author of « Village Politics.” (Seec Reviews), And re-
liglon may be coufined to the cultivation of morals.
An Oxford professor—the author of Ecce Tomo and of
Natural Religion—-finds the synonym of Religion in the
term Culture, a werd closely allied with Worship, but
with an appropriate meaning of its own. Thus the
word has become a shicll to protect those who are in
transition from a recoguition of the supernatural to posi-
tive belief only. In this sense all intelligent earncst
men are religious. Though the interpretation may be
strained, the meanings indicate the vastness of the
change that is rapidly disintegrating old forms of
religious belict,

logy and religion,

the age hardly admits of much donbt,
hand pew interpretations are given to religion.

religion

and do

The death-beds of Freethinkers are a perennial source
of comfort and joy to the faithful,  The subject formed
the staple argument in Mr Forlong’s attempt to estab-
lish the truth of Christianity in Wanganui; “ Tom Paine”
serving as an example of what a man nay come to
whose belief and life are not governed by the fear of
punishment after death.  If true that Thomas Paine did
shrink in the last moments and eonfessed his life a lic
—and ne greater untruih Uian the siatement about this
great man has ever done duty in vouching for the cre-
dibility of a hard-pressed religion—it would not be a
good argument for the truth of Christianity, The
weakness of the body immediately preceding death
is generally an index to the mind. That is not the
tinie when men are most likely to take just and
comprehensive views of evidence or of questions in-
volving sustained reasoning pewer. The death-hed
argument  tells agaiust the system of rewards and
punishments, for these are the inducements which
tend to silence reason, acting as they do on the
self-preserving  instincts of the weak, There are
of course weak natures who in weak moments would
recant former opimons, but the fact expresses nething
more than a distressing phase of human nature, A
belief in the *jnnocency of honest error,” as Lecky
has it, is the hest proteciion against contingencies.
Taine had braved death
changing his opinians,

thon without
The evidence mareover 15 over-
whelming that the Christian story about his death-bed
recantation is a pious fraud.

niora onaz

Geology has something to say a2bout the theory of
carthquakes, Lut it is cqually certain that the time is
far distant when the ¢ last word’ wilt have been said on
the subject.  One thing is known, that the capacious
bosom of mother earth contains the fires, the gases, the
vapours, or other agencies whicl cause these visitors
to fright so 1any isles from their propriety. The dis-
aster at Ischia in Italy by which so many as sooo
human beings Iost their lives shows the cnergy of the
forces at work, Docs it at the same time show a Pro-
vidence? A Providence that obscrved the fallof o spar-
row would be directly responsible for every life lost in
that fearful catastrophe. It 1s morc rational to suppose,
however, that the conflicting elements of Nature were
the cfficient agents, and that Providence was asleep or
non-cxistent,  For, a Providence which does not pro-
vide 18 a contradiction. How silent are the ccclesias-
tics over the calamity ! To-day, thanks to the spread of
kvowledge, theyare content te see the Government issue
an order that the houses in lschia shall in future have
no mwasonry in their structure, but be built of wood or
irou.  The deposition of Providence is a scientfic fact.

The Rev. Charles Strong’s orthodoxy s to be tested
by the Melbourne Presbytery in a practical manner.
Imagining that he is unsound on the divinity of Christ,
he 1s to be questioned by the Presbyterian Inquisition
as to his belief in the doctrines revolving in the system
of which the god-man is the centre. If he refuse to
angwer he will be held contumacions.  If he answer
hesitatingly, his heresy will be met by a “ libel,” in the
technical vocabulary of the Corpeoration.  If he answer
that he does not belicve in the godhead of Jesus, he
will be prenounced a heresiarch at once and perhaps
deposed.  Of Preshyterian actions of * libel ” we know
as little as ane outside the pale ought to know of affairs
of the kind, and therefore it is necessary to say that we
cannot speak with authority on points of procedure,
Alr, Strong is sald not to have given prominence to the
atonement and its associated dodtrines.  The inference
might Le drawn from this that he is in doubt, and in
that transition state where conscientious minds hold
opinions i abeyance or provisionally until a kind of
certitude has been reached. The feature of the con-
treversy affording edification, is where the Zifr of the
alleged heretic has attached to the man a large body of
the laity of Melbourne, and his own congregation unani-
mously, who are ready to place # above all dodtrines
and coulessions—a very hopeful cutlook for the pro-
gress of the reformation which is gradually eliminating
the supernatural and finding its account in good works
alone.

The publisher of this Revizw informs us that he has
noreason {o complain of the general willingness of book-
sellers to nndertake the agency on the usual business
terms, but he has metwith a number of refusals, chiefly
on prudential grounds—the fearful conscquences of
being found selling frecthought literature.  The dread
of being boyeotted by their Christian customers has in.
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fluenced these tradespcople,whe however arewellenough
disposed towards us persenally. Now we do not think
they have correctly appreciated the state oif public
opinion, and that their timidity is not justificd by the
epirit ef theage.  Many ecclesiastics of course maintain
the traditions of Cyril, and when they cannot refute
incline to ban, but as a rule there is a wide tolerance
ameng the laity, at least in the colonies, which, unless
outraged, tends to judge fairly. It would beoutof place
to speak harshly of such refusals, for there are respon-
sibilities of which we have no knowledge, For instance,
when a man thinks he would be injuring Lis family
by an act of what might be termed boldness, he is
entitled to much consideration. But we are informed
that in one instance the hand that condemned the
Review in the press wrote privately congratulating the
publisher. Nothing will justify such an act. As time
goes on we have the hope that the courage of opinion
unabtrusively expressed will be among the highest
claims to the regard of one’s neighbours,

Among the notices in the press on our first number,
there is one to which a reply is perhaps due.  Objection
is made that we have taken reason as our guide,—an
evident mistake, thinks this Christian editor, as “ dur-
ing the French Revolution this injurction was followed,
and we know with what appalling consequences !
‘Then we have a reference to the thousands slaughtered
and other horrors, painted in Rembrandt colors.
« They [the devotees of the goddess of RReason) demon-
strated in a terribly forcible manner the truth of the
Christian’s contention that a populace unrestrained by
religion will soon degencrate into an assembly of devils
in human shape.” This ill-digested piece of history
forms the strongest indi¢tment against Christianity.
For fourteen centuries France had been under Christian
teaching, and for its faithfulness its ruler had been
styled by the Vicar of Christ the ** Eldest Son of the
Church,” when all at once the fruits of these centurics
in the Revolution were exhibited.  The crimes of the
French Revolution therefore may not illogically be
directly charged 1o the official Christianity which had
been diredting the religious ecducation of the people.
The political, religious, and social rebellion, Ted for a
time by the Girondists {(who were the representative
Freethinkers of the period} was one of the most memor-
able and justifiable attempts ever made to overthrow
tyranny based on the false dodtrine of absolute sub-
missivencss taught by Jesus, Thereare some Christians
who will not learn or profit by the plainestfadts ofhistory.

Afr. Gordon Forleng has given two lectures in Wan-
ganuion ¢ Bible Difficulties,”—the beginning of a series
on the evidences of Christianity. Ile represents him-
self as a converted Deist, and takes carc to inform his
audience that, having been cducated as a barrister, he
can translate Greek words and give them a meaning
highly calculated to remove difficulties. This, we un-
derstand, is in keeping with the business of harristers
in Conrt, but out of Court 1t has been held that Greek
ought to be construed, even by barristers, according
to recognised philological rules, It is quite proper
for Mr, Forlong to contend that the standards are not
infallible and necd revision, that certain Greek words
bear different meanings to those genecrally given to
them, and that a revised New Testament, according to
Forlong, is the want of the age, But if this is his
opinion, on what moral ground docs he withhold from
the world at large knowledge so precious?  Mr. For-

long, however accommeodating, cannot personally be
accessible to all who are perishing for want of a little
pure Greek,  \Why does not this Grecian, greater than
Bentley, at once issue a proper translation, and lot it
go forth with the imprimatur of ¢ Forlong and Infalli-
bility”?  We are told by those who heard the lecture
and understand English, that when Mr. Forlong got
away from Greelr, his arguments in the vulgar tongue
disappointed his Christian {riends, and greatly amused
Freethinkers, But then it is generally understood that
people who caunot reason in 1inglish are often over-
powering in the tongue of Socrates.

The Wellington clergy came forward at a mecting of
the Bible Society to defend the character of David
from the attacks of  Ivo,” who had made the life of the
“sweet singer” the subject of one of his discourses.
Archdeacon Stock ingeniously suggested that ¢ it would
have been ecasy to leave out David's faults, as human
biographies usually did ; yet it was this very difference,
this impartial history of his faults and his excellencics,
which showed the divine origin of that record.” It
requires more than impartiality to shew a divine record.
Has the Archdeacon not read Froudce's Reminiscences
of Carlyle? David's biegraphers may liave been
unconscious of the fact that he was so great a sinner,
and so narrated with approval those very acts of which
an Archdeacon now scems ashamed. It 1s not a little
curious that the authenticity of the Bible is of more
importance to the cleric, than the Bible picture, pre-
sented by the I'reethought orator, of a very immoral
personage being o man ¢ after God's own heart 7!

The apologics made for Christianity arc somctimes
very amusing.  Archdcacon Stock the other day
defended the Bible by producing an amay of men who
were devout believers in the book.  He ¢ mentioned
Clarke-Maxwell, Ifaraday, Ilerschell, and Sir Isaac
Newton, all firm b elievers in their day; also Ilave-
lock among plous warriors, Macgregor, the traveller,
better known as Rob iloy; and the cminently usclul
LZarl Shaftesbury.”  This galaxy, we think, might have
been considerably improved upon without much clfort,
It would bestrange if the great institution of Christianity
had not believers among cminent men, who, while
cugaged in physical rescarch, do not trouble themsclves
greatly about a faith whic.
is beyond cxperiment.

ranscends thelr reason and
If miracles could have been
arranged and examined like Faraday's lines of magnetic
force, he weuld probubly have teld the Christian
apologists all about them, Since lic could not cxperi-
ment, he read the penitential psalms on a Sunday
among his Sandemanians, and reswned hisphilosophy on
Monday. One AMr. Gordon Torlong has added a very
notable name to the list, e has announced that
Napoleon Donaparte was ** converted 7 at St. Helena,
and acknowledged ¢ the truth.,”  After this, whe will
doubt the truth of Christianity 2 It must, however,
have been an oversight on the part of the © divine
founder ” that he left the matter in such doubt that it
had to be reselved by ¢ The Little Corporal.”

‘The circulation of Dibles by a wealthy Society does
nol appear to keep pace with the vice and heathenism
of a lavge part of London.  The Saturday Review has
the following account of the success of Christianity in
modern times :—¢ What a frightful picture might be
drawn, and without exaggeration, of the {hings that go
on daily in our strects ; the millions ef men who never
open their mouth without an oath, and never utter a
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single noun substantive without prefixing ene and the
same meaningless adjective ; the shameless vice which

Lides niot ito head wven at ik noon; the Embauk-
ment, where men are nightly set upon, robbed, and
thrown into the river; the gambling clubs; the

suburban racces ; the court into which no decent person
may venture by night or day; the music halls and
their scnseless and mischievous songs; the drinking ;
the wife-beating; the starvation. Were all thesc
things written down, a picture might be produced
which would make the Londen of Victoria compare
with the Rome of Nero."—If it be true that London of
to-day can be compared with Rome in the time of
Nero, in those respects so forcibly described in the
quotation we have given, Christianity has been a
greater failure than might have been suppescd from its
wealth, command of power, and organisation.

« THE LAW WITHIN THE LAW."

¢ Cambridge, roth March 1643."
" TO MAJOR GENERAL CRAWTORD,

Sir,—— The complaints you preferred to my Lord against vour
Lieut. Colonel both by AMr, Lee and your own letters have occa-
sioned his stay here. * ¥ * * = v Sir, The State in choosing men
to serve it takes no notice of their opinions; if they are willing
to serve it that satisfies, T advised you formerly to bear with men
ot different minds from yourseif ; if you had done it when I advised
vou to it I think vou wonld not have had so many stumblings in
yourway. It may be youjudge otherwise: but I tell you my mind
—1 desire you would receive this man into your faveur and good
opinion. I believe if ke follow my counsel he will deserve no cther
respect fromyou,  Take heed of being sharp or too easily sharpened
by others against those to whom you can offer little but that they
sqnare not with you in every opinion concerning matters of reliyion,
If there be aoy other offence to be charged upon him—that must
in a judicial way receive termination.” * * *

Your humble servant,

OL1vER CROMWELL,

This is a lctter worthy of remark in more than one
way, butits chief teaching centresin the fact of its being
a preaching of toleration by an intolerant person. TFew
would be found to differ from the view of Cromwell's
character which asserts him to have been impatient of
centradictionteanyofhis well-considered lines of thought
and action ; politically he was the greatest iconoclast the
realm of Britain ever knew ; a man who saw through the
tinsel of outward shows, and showered merciless blows
upon the poor old graven images which had held men’s
eyes in awe for centuries,  And socially the influence of
his work was greater even ,than in its political signifi-
cance; only one restraining power held the Revolution
from degenerating into an Anarchy of soclety, when
that society had seen its most sacred symbols and idol-
ized safeguards broken down bencath the feet of the
puritan soldicrs, Therestraining power was the intense
religious fecling in the heart of the Great Soldier—a
fecling so utterly beyond the puny < dilletante 7 religious
lile of the present day that not one in a thousand of us
can believe that it ever did exist in all its passionate
breathing life in the breasts of a whole nation.  DBut the
fact is there, patent to all who will take the trouble to
interest themselves in the subject, and rot one of theose
who do so but will close the study saying # The truth is
clear, these men thought and acted in the light of their
religion ; it is idle to try to cxplain their motives and
actions by the one careless explanation ¢ Cant and
Ilypocrisy !* There was faith, there was power, there
was law in their view of life,”  But the effect of this
religion was deep intolerance; that which they con-
sidered the rule of conduct for themselves must be made
the rule for all others : especially was thisevident inthe
dictates of their Chicf; there was to be no Popery, no
Antichrist in England then—Agnosticism was not cven
dreamt of, so necded no prevention. Reading his
characler thus, does not the letter which comumences
this article seem like a paradox, a startling falling away,
and rejection of all those ideas by which lus life was
guided ? A mere appearance wuly, for in reality this
letter shows he had for a moment falling upon him a
ray of higher light ; hic emerges from the bondage of the

lewer law into the glory of the Higher Law, scldom able
to pierce through the dusty windows of a soul whose
eatly edication and narrow surroundings had obscured
the abilily tu recelve such glorious messengers.

broke in, human fecling glowed warm, and the brother-
hood with earnest manhood melted the ice of intolerance
and formalism which had erystallized about his heart,
So he says, * Here is your brother; recognize the good in
him, look through the outer husk of him, and if you can
only measure him by your wooden-headed standards of
creed and doctrine—beware !

And thus spealks every mighty brain, every great soul
who has been aleader of his people, a prophet to his
disciples, a moulder of the shape his nation shall take
after he has passed away. Their deeds, and the deeds
of their interpreters (alas!) have become history ; their
“revelations” after being the bread of life to thousands,
become mouldy to the growing wants of their descend-
ants. Happy indeed isit when their teachings have not
become worse things than these, when their names have
Leen turned into war-cries, and their religious symbols
embroidered on flags floating over fields of carnage and
the martyr’s dungeon. 1But those whoread of these men
with eycs wide opened will see points of light touching
the old darkness everywhere, and those points of light
are thein-breakings of the Higher Law upon the minds
of veligious men. Before we attemipt to show how this
light fell, let us try to understand something of what this
light is, Is there any higher law outside Necessity,out-
side social observances, cutside the many ¢ revelations”
of the thousand creeds; alaw in which themen of anyre-
cognized belief, or of na definite belief, can takerefugeand
find strength ? Is there any common mental standing-
greund on which the man who explores the star-depths
and classifies the fossils to-day can take his place side
by side with Moses and Paul, Buddha, Mahomet, and
Cromwell, Surelytherais. Among the mutable shifting
thingsofthe world onelaw stands scinexorabiyunchang-
ing, so strongly speaking through the Eternal Silence
that it should be called Divine, because it is clothed with
what seems to us the attributes of Divinity. That law
is ¢ Nothing of good is los¢"—a constant metamorphosis,
Lut a constant progression, a slow widening out of Te-
day’s narrow dark movements into a Beyond where “we
lose ourselves in light”, And it is the outer beams of
of this glorious Light-Sea which have fallen through the
ages here and there upon the souls of men exalted by
their intelleectual force into leaders of their fellows, rais-
ing them for a moment from the baser doctrines they
had evolved from their surroundings. Let us notice
some instances where the law comes clear from the past.
Whentheadopted son of Pharaoh's daughter formulated
the creed which has been the religious guidance and the
naticenal safcguard of lis people cver since, that creed,
stript of its priestly dress, was onc of the lowest ever
offered as the mental neourishment of a portion of our
race,{it was not {itted or even preflered save to the
chosen people) teaching as it did the dreadful dogma
“The spoils to the Victor!” Keep your bodies strong
and healthy, your family arrangements puie, your laws
just to each other, and your reward shall e—eternal
life after death? No—mnotaword ofit.  Screnity of con-
science and intensity of moral beauty 7 No, but workdly
success—perniission te murder the peaceful inhabitants
of the land of Canaan, and become the owners of the
“land flowing with milk and honey.” This teaching had
its result and its partial attainment; in the days of the
Captivity aud the Dispersion it was very poor food for
the soul, but in the days of Joshua and of Solomon there
was power in the motor of the Mosaic creed-— Help
yourselves, and you will be helped.”  Could that prop-
het who uttered a doctrine so cruel have scen one
glimpse of the Higher Law? Listen. * Thou shalt
open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor and
needy mn thy land” ¢ Thou shalt net wrest judgment;
thou shalt not respect personsnor take a gift.,”  * Love
therefore the stranger.” ¢ Thou shalt not sec thy bro-
ther’s ox or sheep go astray.” ¢ Thou shalt not deliver
unto his master the servant which is escaped.,”  “Thou
shalt not abhor an Edemite, for he is thy brother.”
Note how the human struggles through the priest, how
the heart triumphs nver the brain, and makes the
urger to bloodshed kindred with the patriot he would
destroy and the women he would massacre,

Tiqmbqos
JH:uu.C
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Let us pass over the records of a fow generations, and
stand by the side of Paul as he reasons in the light of
a more cultivated age.  He has told us all about pre-
destination, how God ftom ihe commencement of the
world doomed milliens of his vet unborn credtures to
the unquenchable flames, how Geod's anger with the
world's wickeduess could only be "L])pca%cd wlen men
had murdered his own son, how “ the powers that be
are ordained of God” (the Dorgian Popes for instance),
and that he who loves not the name of Christ is con-
demned already. Then, while we stand aghast to hear
the threatenings, the terrors and the dismal folly of sucly
a represcntation of a Diving Deing, suddenly from the
dry Dblasted trunk of this grim Crecd breaks forth a
blossom of hiuman kindness, a flower of lluman brother-
hood—*1f 1 give my body to Le burned but have not
Love, it profiteth me nothing.”  “ Now abideth faith,
hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is
love.”

Above the sophistries of his 1utelled, the mysticism
of his dreams, he rosc to the Iligher Law, his mind
taught unforgivencss and eternal fire to all who differed
from him and would not accept his propaganda, but the
light flashed into him and he eries—< Love, love, and
pity for all poor suifering men.”  Thus teo he labored
with his hands, an honest independent man, living on
no alms or contribution plate, disregarding pchondli}
the * lilies of the field ” argument; and he s far abov e
any consideration of *“turning his cheek to the smiter ™
when contending with Petcr or arguing concerniug
Apollos or Alexander the Coppersiiith, or recounling
his shipwrecks and fights with wild beasts at Ephesus
—thirough broken sentences and half contradictions we
have glances down into the inner Paul, and sce the
" great force of Humanity lifing bim up to us and to all
who live,  Flow hittle would the frozen ereed of Buddia
seem o pmnnqe to these with whom the seuse of indi-
vl ath leading nowhere, an enduring
only of the ills 'md pleasures of Life.  Strip olf these
earthly desires, those longings of the flesh, saysthe groat
Teacher of Asia, rise above the follies and the weakness,
the aspirations and entunglements which male up to
most the sum of existence.  And the crowy, the vidtor’s
prize is Nirvana— Nothingacss—Negation.  How can
a creced hke this have been bread to the hungry souls
and light to the weary eves of the countless millions
who have followed the teachings of Prince Siddartha
for so many centuries, aud be cven now the comfoit
and consolation of millions who cry * We lose ourselves
in Buddha 7?7 The answer comes that it is because
the great loving sympathy of the creed’s founder glowed
through the ice of his do¢irine, and shone in words like
these, “The succouring of father and mother, the
cherishing of wife and child is the greatest blessing,”—
“ Day by day dwell mervciful holy and jusl, kind and
true.— ¢ Lay up lasting treasures of perfedt service
rendered, duties done 1o charity, soft speech and stan-
less days.”-— * Never will T accept private individual
salvation till every soul from cvery star has been
brought home to God."—  So we see that though ¢x-
perience and obscrvaticn made him certain that there
was only one way tn which the lndividual could attuin
the serenc peace; which was by the avoldance of all
which could produce sorrow, and rising into a lofry
atmosphere of isolution-—# the high Nirvana-way "~ - the
heart of Buddha knew that so long as men existed, that
dehightful netwark of affedtion for parent and chilidl and
wife and friend would do more (0 lkcep men pure and
holy than all the rending apart of the passions which
fitted men for his snowy Daradise,  The creed of Islam
spread by the sword would neverhave carried the Cres-
cent to vidtory so often lad it not held within its sceret
a force to touch the weal and to bind the strong,  Aore
is needed than the drunkenness of victory bdou‘ a Delief
can rear its head in sovereignty ahove the other opin-
ions of mankind; it has to “}_J(.lll comfort to its wounded,
and selace to lts bereaved, help to the strong brain in
the maze of deubt, and guldance to the E-(_t.l\Ll after
wisdom. Witheout such teaching it could not hold its
own for a generation,  So Mahowmet speaks to bis people
in words that seem to him divine.  * livery yood act is
charity ; your smiling in your brother's
putting a wanderer in the right 10ad;

st

face; your
YOUr glving water

I

to the thirsty is charity,”’— A man's true wealth is
the good he has done in thiswerld to his fellow men,”--
“There is ne vlety 1 tn ung your faces to the east or
west, but he 1s plons who ”l\{‘ th his wealth to the
orphans and the ncedy and the w ayfarer; whois faithful
to his engagemants and patient under hardships and in
time of trouble.”  Having thus cited evidence 1n
support of the position, let us take account of the ap-
parent discrepancy which seme might take objection
to, between a mere eutbreaking of human fecling in the
great religlous leaders and that divine law @ Nothing of
geod islost,”  This stirring, this sparkling of humanity
through intolerant creeds, is the mamfestation in a
practical way of that Higher Law., Moses in exliorta-
tions to brotherly kindness and justice recognizes in a
blind way the rights of the patriot Canaaunites he would
treat as dogs; Paul by his houesty and independence
proclauns the gooduess in those sinners his creed calls
depraved and it for eternal five; BBuddba knows that
Nirvana willnever stimulate men to bekind and tender-
hearted, but appeals to that symipathy of mortal desire
and carth-born affedtion which unites mankind 1 one
great family,  So with Mahomel, Cromwell and all
other religious leaders, their dodtrine is intolerant, high-
flown, idunlistic, but the soul of cach of them saw in
flashes the cternal evolution of Good out of Lwil, and

that these who differed from them were net beings of
the outer darkness.

Of all men, Freethinkers should take new courage
ait hope in considering this.  The constantly heard
taunt that we are those who break down and not those
who build, that we destroy butl give the workl nothing
i place of the thing destroyed, is repeated so often that
n bitterness of soulwe hall begin to believe it ourselves,
But though never granting that if such aceusation were
irue we should be altogether wreng (for a lie should be
siruck down whatever may follow) still there 18 & way,
Letus beglad there s away. A Lhope and a farth that
as in the past the Truth has always been to be tound,
hias been near the hearts even of te inwolerant, 1L may
be seen clearer and purer with every passing age, and
that the future trivmph of Happiuess above Painis a
matter of certainty and a spring of delight. A hope
that reaches beyoud the grave; net built upon old docu-
ments, vaviously imm]nucd quarrclled  over, and
cavilled at, but a faith bornin rescarch and 'ﬂnumd
in observation,  Not reaching lLeyond the grave fur
each separate Dndividual with o promise of a seliish
crown and a golden city, but an utter trust in Lhe fact
that the amount of suitering in the world 15 daily di-
minishing and will diminish, that the forms of evil
trivmphing for a time must fade out before ihe stronger
clements of the good which cannot be destroyed, and
that the ultimate of the Schene of Things 15 the per-
fection of our race beyond the wildesl dreams of modern
men,  If in the very founders of religions there could
Leam forth a recognition of the law UI uniyversa: love,
far more should these whe have risen above the draper-
es and formalities of creeds acknowledge the de hL of
human kindress and the bond of mortal brotherhood,
In the words Zoroaster wrote m the Zond Asvesta
thousands of years ngo—* Let us then be of those who
further this workl,”

Towarp TREGEAR.

THE VIRTLOUS
salt of the earth ye virtueus few,
Who seasnn huunian kiwd !
Licht of the world, whose cheering vay
Ilunies the realms of wmind !

Wlhere misery spreads her deepest shade,
Your strong vompassion glows :

Trom your blest Lips the balny distils
i .
That softens mortal woces,

Dy dying heds, in prison glooms,
Yuour frequeut steps are fonnd

Angels of Tove ! you hover near,
To hind the stranger’s wound,

Yon @ift on Livh the warning volce,
When publie ills prevail ¢
Yonrs is the writing on the wall
That turns the tyrant pale,
Mis, Burbauld.
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Proguess.

WANGANTI

The past month’'s work of the Freethought Associa-
tion of this town has been exceptionally good, and the
Committee are to be congratulated. On Sunday, the
joth ult, Mr. G. Grant lectured on “ Proof of the
Divine Origin and Truth of Christianity.” The weather
was very bad, and Mr Grant came a considerable dis-
tance to fulfil his promise. Therc was, however, a fine
audicnce awaiting him. The lecturer’s diction was
elegant, his cnunciation vigorous, and his theologicai
knowledge thorough.,  Itwas however an exemplifica-
tion of a clever advocate with a very bad case, and
the lecture lacked argumentative power. The « proocf”
was absent,

On Sunday, the 7th inst.,, Dr, Rawson discoursed
concerning “ The Relation of Astronomy and Religion,”
with illustrations. Several large sketches, drawn to
scale, facilitated the lecturer in bringing to the mind of
his audience the crude notiens of the ancients, and the
extreme ignorance of the Christian Fathers in astrono-
mical knowledge, Ar. Rawson had evidently taken
great pains with bis lecture, and was successful in
setting forth many instructive ideas.

On Sunday, the 14th inst.. Mr. T, T. Youle, ina
very able paper, criticised the lecture, ¢ Proof of the
Divine Origin and Truth of Christianity.” A summary
will be given next menth,

On Sunday, the z21st inst., “ Ivo” delivered his first
lecture in Wanganui, We congratulate the party on
having an advocate so well quahfied to advance the
cause on the platform as Ivo undoubtedlyis. There
is a sustained reascening force in all Ivo's lectures which
is not, we think, to be surpassed by the veterans of a
thousand fights., His language 1s happily chosen, the
ideas run in natural sequence, and he can exhaust a
subject without for a moment becoming monoctonous,
There is a flexibility of voice and manner which casily
adapts itselt to the various moods of the subject. We
understand Ivo’s experience on the platform has been
but short, yet he is already facie princeps in the art of
logical exposition before a popular audience.

The Secretary has kindly furnished us with the fol-

lowing particulars concerning the Association 1—
Wanganui, z5th October, 1883.

S1n,--During the past month T am pleased to report continued
proyress in the cause of Freethought in Wanganui, notwithstand-
ing the fact that the ministers of religion arve using every meauns in
their power caletlated to stem the tide of ** infidelity,”

Anti-Trecthought lectures have been given under the auspices
of the Young Men's Christian Asscciation upon © Bible Difficul-
ties." The vague, clumsy, and gencrally poor way the lecturer
treated the subject has been the means of considerably strengthen-
ing our cause. 1 trust the same gentleman will give many more
of his lectures.

A benevolent fund has been set on foot by our Association, the
object Leing to give assistauce when requived, without regard to
creed or race.

The celebrated Trecthought lecturer “Ivo” is now lecturing
here,  His first lecture on Sunday last, * Is the Biblical Account of
the all of dan Consonant with Human Reason,” was well
attended, the lecturer handling his subject with considerable
ability,

Before concluding, I must congratulate you upon the great

was formed for thepurpose of drawing up rules, and tore-
port at the meeting to be held the next Sunday evening.
The following are the names of the Provisional Officers
and Committee : President, Mr Gilbert ; Vice President,
Mr Stevenson ; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr Chitten-
den; Committee, Messrs Player, Mears, House, D,
Burns, King, Mrs Burns, and Mrs King.

In reference to the above, we have pleasure in
publishing the following letter :—
Nelson, October gth, 1583,
Str,—It is with much pleasure that I have to inform you that we
have been successful in establishing a Freethought Association in
Nelson. My Plajer, the Vice-president of the Wellington Iree-
thought Association, paid us a visit about a fortnight age, and he
finding out n few Frecthinkers, it was decided amongst us to adver-
tise & meeting for all those interested in forming a Frecthought
Soclety, and to our great surprise the hall was filied. The Presi-
dent was chosen, and a very pleasant evening was spent.  On the
following Sunday the room was filled, a good many ladies being
present, and all expressed themselves pleased. We enrolled fifty-
five members that night, and four or five during the week, and, as
far as I can sec, there is nothing to prevent success, Ar. Kinghas
kindly placed his hall at our disposal for twelve months free of
charge. Mr. Mears has consented to give us a lecture on Sunday
evening, when I hope still to be able to report progress,  We have
also arranged for music, and now all we want is proper rules, so as
to enable us to get along. Ifyou can give us a few hintsasto rules,
management, or the class of music that would be most acceptable,
1 should be happy to receive same,
Yours respectfully,
Lewis H. CHITTENDEYN, Fon, Sec.
[We are very pleased to hear of the formation of an
Association in Nelson, and wish 1t a prosperous career,
The Dunedin Freethought Association has published
a small book of hymns and music which we think will
be found suitable, We publish in another column a

model set of rules that can be altered at pleasure.]

WELLINGTON FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION.

We have to thank the Secretary of the Wellington
Frecthought Association for the following Progress
Notes, judging from which the Association appears to
be moving steadily forward :—

Wellington, 16th Cctober, 1883.

Sir,—Last Sunday evening, r4th inst., our hzll was crammed,
and quite a huadred people turned away for want of room.
“ Italy " was the subject of the lecture, and the many places of
interest were depicted on a large screen by means of the most
powerful diorama ever imported into New Zealand. “Ivo™ de-
livered the descriptive readings and recitations in fine style,
and the Secretary worked the lanterns without a single hitch,
At the close of the lecture, the President, on behalf of the
Committee and members of the Assoclation, presented “Ivo"”
with a testimonial, beautifully executed by Mr. Anderson,
one of the members of the Committee, The subject for Sunday
next is ' Switzerland and the Rhine,” illusirated with eighty phote-
graphic views, exhibited by means of the lime-light apparatus be-
{ore mentioned,

October 23rd.

On Sunday evening last the Wellington Freethought Association
had, in spite of miserable weather, a crowded house, An instruc-
tive lecture on '’ Switzerland, the Rhine, and Delgium,” was ably
delivered by one of the members. One hundred views of the many
interesting scencs were exhibited by the Secretary by means of
unusually powerful lime-light apparatus.

Yours truly,
ALFRED JARDINE,
Corresponding Sec. and Vice-President W. F, A,

success that has attended the publication of your first number,
Crities are unanimous in their opinions that it is the best Free

CANTERBURY FREETHOUGHT ASSO-
CIATION.

thonght paper in the Australasian Colonies.  TFor my part. T know
of no paper equal to it in style and matter (deveted to freethought),
Wishing you continued success,

I remain, yours faithfully,

J. J. BucsrerL, Hon. Sec,

NELSON FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The Nelson Colonist of a recent date anncunces
the fermation of a I'reethought Association in that
city. A meeting was licld in King's Assembly Rooms,
when some 150 were present including a number of
ladies. Mr Gilbert occupied the chair, and at some
length explained the objects of the Association. Mr
Player, of Wellington, likewise addressed the meeting,
giving a history of the Wellington Association, and Mr
Mears also gave an address, urging all present to take
an interest in themovement. A provisional Committee

The courtcous Secretary of this Association again
favors us with the following particulars i—

Christchurch, 14th October, 1883,

81r,—Since my last monthly report the atteudance of children
ab the Bunday morning Liyeewm has continued up to the average,
and at the evening lectures and veadings the Hall has been well
filled with members and visitors, We have had a piano on hite
until now, but last week fwenty members subseribed two pounds
cach to eifeet its purchase,  On Friday evening a sScenlar Debating
Class is held at the Hall and is well attended, considerable juterest
aud ability being displayed in the discussions that take place. On
Friday, the 5th ult,, a ball was held in the Hall, the tickets for
whicl were limited to membersand their friends.  The Hall was
nively deeorated, and the dancing and music weregreatiy enjoyed by
all who had the good fortune to Le present. Itiscontemnplated to hold
& similar gathering shertly,  There was n cvowderd Hall last Sun-
diy, when Mr J, 3. Thompson gave an instructive lecture upon
the Planetary and Stellar Splere, illustrated by magic lantern with
the oxy-hydrogen light,  An eflicicut band renders valuable assist



6

THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

ance at our evening meetings, and a s1pply of the new vollection of ‘

pieces {or general singing having now been procured from Dunedin,
congregational singing will take its place at our future evening
meetings.

Wit Prarr, C. Searetary.

CHRISTCHURCII SECULAR DEBATING
SOCIETY,

The following itemns, kindly forwarded by the Secre-
tary of the Christchurch Sccular Debating Sccicty,
will be found interesting :—

Christchurch, r4th October, 1833,

S1r, —As most of us are subscribers to your valuable paper, and
interested in the doings of like institutions, I take it that others are
interested in us, and forward some particulars of last meeting on Fri-
day evening. Itwaswellatiended, 73 being preseut, nnd opened for
half an hour with recitations ; after which, and until q.30 e’clock,
the resolution of the Church Syned {which is now sitting here) was
ably discussed,and a resolntion passed unanimonsly—* condemning
the action taken by the Chuarch 8ynod in trying to establish separate
schoels, thereby tending to weaken the present Education Act, and
pledged itself to oppose any action that will tend to disturb the
present graud system of education.”  Itwasalso agreed to continue
the meetings another three months, the past having been so sue-
cassful, with good attendavce of members. The Friday cvening
previous was passed most pleasantly with a ball, the first here under
the auspices of Freethought; members, with * their sisters, their
cousins, and their aunts,” being present, A capital band, combined
with a plentiful supply of refreshmoents, caused some 50 couple to
thoroughly eujoy the evening until rz.30.—I hope your second
number will have the doings of all other similar Sccieties in this
and adjeining colonies, and trast others will forward particulars of
their progress,

I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
Arnr, H. MacrLeaw, Secretary.

CONSTITUTION AND RULLES.

{SUITABLE FOR ADOPTION BY FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATIONS).

{Compiled from sevoral reurccs By a v - onf the IPangannd Drectinngh

cleeckatiog)

CONSTITUTION,

INSTITUTION,
Article 1.—%e, the undersigned, do hereby agree 1o form aur-
selves into a Society of Freethinkers Ly the name of the

Freethought Association,
GBJECTS.

Article z—The objects of the Scciety shall be the attainment
and promulgation of knowledge as the best means for promoting the
welfare and happiness of mankind.

MEMEERSITP,

Article 3.—The Society shall consist of all who are duly enrolled

members in accordance with the by-laws.
AMENDMENT.

Article 4 —The constitution of the Seciely may be amended bva
two-thirds vote of all its members present at o regular general
meeting of the members, provided the proposed amendment has
been submilted in writing at a like regular mecting of the Scciety
at least seven days before the vote is taken,

OFFICERS,

Article 3.—The ofiicers of the Socisty sbhall consist of a Tresi-
dent, two Vice-presidents, Secratary, Treasurer, two Trustees, and
a Committee consisting of thirteen members.

BY-LAWS,

Article 6.—By-laws, not inconsistent with the constitution, may
be adopterd, amended, or repealed at any reginlar mecting of the
Committee by a two-thirds vote, provided that not less than soven
davs' notice has been given of any such proposal to the members
of the Commitize. Any change of the by-laws adopred by the
Committee shall be notified at the next general mecting of the
Society.

CHEELS AND TRINCIPLES.

-Article 7.—The Socicty shall not adop! auy cread, articles of faith,
or platform of principles.

ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION GF CFTICERS.

Article 8.—There shall be an anuaal ganeral weeting, when the
officers for the ensuing ycar shail be elected. The fivst board of
officers may be elected onthe day of organizing the Society without
formality, Vacancics during the year may be filled Ly the Com
mittee, B

Article g —The powers of the seciety are unlimited, subject to
its Constitution and the jaw of the laud

BY-LAWS,

Section 1,—Meetings : This Association shall mect regularly at

Section 2.—DBallot : The oilicers shall be elected by ballat, and
the vne receiving the highest number of votes for any office shall
duly be elected.

Section 3.—~Term of Office : Officers shall hold their offices one
year, and until their successors ave duly elected and enter upon the
duties of their respoctive ollices.

Section §.—¥ac In case avacancy shall oceur by death,

v A lCIes |
resignation, or in any other manuer, of an ollicer of the Association,
it may be filled pro tom by appointment of the President; or, in
his absence, by the Compitice.

Scction 5.—President : The TPresident shall be the presiding
officer, and in his absence a Vice-President shall perform his duties,
and in the absence of both a chalrman may be elected to discharga
the duiies ul Presidont for the vecasion.

Section 6.—Secretary : The Sceretary shall keep a regular record
book in which he shall euter the proccedings of ail meetings of the
Society, and shall perform the usnal duties pertaining to the offics.

Sectien 7, —Treasurer: The Treasurcr shall keep a regular
account book wherein he shall make specific entrics of all money
recetved and disbursed by order of the Assoclation, and make a full
report of his doings at cach meeting of the Committee, and at such
other times as may be required,

Scction 8.—Trustees : The Trustees shall see to the incorporation
of the Association in due and legal form under the statule, by which
it will possess the right of holding property—and shall discharge all
other duties devolving upon thent in their office,

Scction g.—Committee: The Comumittee, of which all ofiicers are
ex-officic members, shall have the gencral management of the
affairs of the Association,

Seetion 1o.—Special meetings; Speeial meetings may be called
by posting a notice in some conspicuous place on the building where
the Asscctation vsuaily meets, or by advertisenient in a newspaper,
or written notice through the post addressed te the members
individuaily.

Section 11-—Membership: Members may be admitted at any
Committce meeting, by a majority of votes, and on the payment of
the quarter's subseription of—

Section 12.—Certificate : A Certificate shall be issued to each
member on joining the Association, in the following form ;—This
is to cernfy that was enrolled a Member of this
Association on the day of 188

(Signatures of President and Secretary )

The President may at the request of w member who is leaving the
district endorse the cortificate testifying to the good standing of the
member in that Association,

Seetion 13.—3pecial Commitices : The Committee may appoint
specint Committees for one year of not movre than five menbers in
each, with special functiozs as follows:—

Tinance : A 8pecinl Committee of three members on Financa.

Library : A Special Committce of three members, to take
measures for establishing a Library, and have charge of same when
establiished,

dusic: A Special Commitiee of five members to provide for
music in the mestings,

Lycenm : A dpecial Committee of three members to take m
for opening Sunday schools snder the auspices of the Associar

Benevolent Tund 0 ASpecial Committee of five jady members to
adriinister the Benevolent Fund of the Aszocintion, ’

moction Lp—General Power: The Committee shall have power
by reselution to make provision for ary sabject not provided for
inthe by-laws. In matters of urgeney the President may decide
and his decision shall have the force of 2 bylaw. The Committee
may draw up rules'of debate and procedure for the rezular meatings
of tiie Association, i ;

S
Alotes.

Launcesten, Tasmania, is an orthodox place, and
firm 1n the grip of the priests.  AMessrs Osborne Laving
commenced thesate of freethought literature, they werc
dencunced both from press and pulpit, while the police
scized some of their beoks, and announced their inten-
tion of prosecuting the bookscliers.  In perlaps twenty
years, Launceston will have arrived at the state of the
towns of New Zealand in the matter of religious
frecdont,

assing

-

The Christian religion still includes less than one-
third of the population of the globe among e adlierents,
The present estimate by best German statisticians puts
the tetalat 1,500,000,000 of whom 450,000,000 are Bud-
dhist, 235,000,000 Mohammedan, 247,000,000 Feathen,
225,000,000 Roman Catholics, 140,000,000 Protestants,
1ro0co,co0 Iirnliming, 53,000,000 Euslern {Catholic)
Churches, and 8,000,000 Jews,

The Rev. Charles Stubbs, viear of Granborouzh, and
aunthor of Félluge Politics, has just sent to press with
Messrs Sonnenschein o volume of sermons proached be-
fore the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, They
all deal with the attitude towards social and political
questions which, in the opinion of the author, the
National Church must adopt if she would seek toinflu-
ence the modern democratic movement in England,

The editorship of the Ilolls Seiles of what iy known as
““The Tripavtite Life of St Patrick,” contnined in Trish
ME3. in the Bedlelan Litvary and the T-itish Museun, has
been entrusted to e Whitley Stolies, of Oxford,  The Tife
is composed of three biographical howilies, and encl homily
containg a few old Irlsh poems aud proverhial savings.
Though written in o rnde, disjoluted style, it hus great value
to the historian and philologer, and throws some light on
ancient Trish institutions,
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A Lelioverin © eonditional Dmmortality” writes us wging
thut there 1s no gext in the Dible supporting the contrary
view.  Thisis o meddor of interpretation of the texts,  The
remarkable thing about most of these controversics is that
the Bible supports all sides—in tlis vespecet, like Paul, being
“all things to all men.”  But all heresies make for Jiberty,
On this common ground we nieeh the © eonditionnl imuortal-
ists” in a spivit of brotherly leve.  The opinion that might
be honestly expressed with vespeet to the doetrine is that it
is preferable to the Lake of Brimstone,

Weo linve reecived a pamphlet published at Anckland en-
titled « The Eleetrie Universe,” by  Torpede.”  The author
enarantees to point out to *any of the governments of the
workd (or others cte). for £500, u Force that is self acting,
self renewing as long as machinery will last.” The dis-
coverer of perpetual motion lhowever Dbas to confess thab
“tlere is now patented in Kngland and Amcriea what T
was readly the inventor of”  The author’s familiarity with
the Seiences ave out of keeping with his too evident aberra-
tion of intellect.

One of Monewre (;011\\’1_} s ““ Lessons for the Day” is “The
Madouna of Monthazon” which My, Conway descubes S
o the largest bronze statue in Europe.”  #The hend,” he
siys, ¢ was eneircled by what seemed a1 gtrange kind of halo
made of dwrting rays of light. DBut cxamination proved
these to be the diverging points of o lightning rod.  The rod
rin up the Madonna’s back, and branched out into a cirelet
of points. Tt scemed rather deell that the plous people
shiould have thonght it necessary to protect their protectress,
to shicld the Queen of heauven from the lightnings of heaven.”

Moneuve D, Conway, who suceeeded the eloquent member
for Oldliam, W, F. Fox, in the pastorate of the fumous Unit-
arian Churel near the Bank of England, about 20 years ago,
has avrivesl in the colonies.  Ile resided in Lendon ol these
years, and became Tdentified with its Hterature and social
life, His letters in the Cinelnnati Comrmercial have exer-
cised o wide influcnee in America. I$ 1% not known
whether e will make the tourof New Zealand, but he will
profubiy lecture in Australia, He gocs on to India, whers
hie will reside some time studying the dinlects of the Hinde-
stani, in connection with a book on  Cowpavative Philo-
logy ™ whicl he 15 writing.  Mr Conway is an enthusiastic
student of Sunserit, and reads frow the Zendavesta at L
regular Sunday serviees in Tondon,

We take the following from the Australasian of Sep-
tember 15th ¢ The TToun, Robert Stout, of New Zealanl,
writing in reply to a reference ina lecture by Dishop Moor-
Louse wnd  the resolution of sywpathy passed by the
Austradasinn Becularist Conference with Messis Foote and
Foavsay, coutends that the Bishop did injustice to those who
carried  the resolution, awd  procceds :—* The Dishop
has wixed up Messrs Foote, Ramsay, aad the Secularists’
Conference with Nihilists, Socialists, Anarchists, and Irish
aszuasing, and Le led his andience to infer that the eanse of
Nililism, Socialism, Anarchisi, and Irish nssassination was
Athelsm, Now, Tirst remack, that all the Trish assassins
wers pions Romun Cagholies.  Then [ state what cannot be
centroverted, that the wnjority of the Nthilsts have been
trained in the dogmas of the chureh with which wany of
Bishop Moorhouse’s co-religionists desive to unite . ., . .
Further, T might ask how comes it that n those countries
where the Christinn rebizion has held and has now the
greatest power, there 1s the greatest Social wnrest—I refor
to Russia, Bpain, Haly T Compare the safety of property
and Jife in countries wheee Freethinkers are allowed {ree-
dom, with the assassiuations and robberies in lands where
the priest s all powertul, and will the post loe eigo propter
R he applicatde.” [This‘ Ls condensed from My Stout’s letter
published b Tength in the Avgus—a letter that we hear has
created o wide interest in Melbonwrne.  We regret we Lave
not seen the capy of the Avgns containing it.]

Ar Moncure DD, Conway was interviewed during Lis
brief slay in San I'rancisco, and freely stated his views
of men and things in Englaad.  Mr Conway it should
be remembered, 1s a lmtl\c of Virginia, U.S . though e
has been for 20 years vesident in J,ll;__;ldll(l (s minisier
of a kind of Eclectic Churcly in London,  Deing quoest-
ioned as to Bradlangh and radicalism, he saidi—1 have
no desive lo criticise him or his methods,  Ile works in
entirely different mental, moral, and social regions from
wyself, It is o mistake to suppose that he has loose

principles on the question of marriave, when the factis
he is a stickler for old-time ideas on that subject,  Tle
was formerly moarried, Lot his swife is dend, e pelas

tions with Mis Annic Lcslnt his present business as-
sociate, have never heen Ot]l(_‘l'\\l‘:(_, Lh"m henorable, and
1o other opinion is entertained in London by those who
arc familiar with his affairs.  She was driven out of her

hushand's house because she was too liberal in religion
for him, not because she was too free in morals, J)uf

as I have said, he works u cutirely different lines, MMy
own radical views led me to a somewhat bold m}ml)hc-
anism. I look upon a President as a monarch, aml
think the Swiss lu_nu lic, without any President, the
best. 1 am also in favour of o Parliament, A\bscmbl\'

Congress, or whatever you choose to call it, of only one
housc. I regard Mrs Besant as the most refined and
highly-cducated woman in London since the death of
Guorge Lliot,  Sheis a mistress of all the modern Eura-
pean languages.  Sheisalso a shrowd business woman,
who attends to the great publishers firm in which she is
a partner, She knows how to take care of moncey, and
is therefare plospcmus

ﬂu‘us i Oumcs

ANSWERS

H,—In answer to the query of “T7 as to whethor Di. VW,
B. Carpenter acknowledged the troth of the phenomena of
Rpiritualism, Mesmerism e, I beg to answer that Carpenter
puts down the belief in Tuble-rapping, Table-turning &e, as
an example of ““u variety of abervant actions Lordering on
Ingunity,” classing it with the Dancing Mania of the Middle
Ages &e. As to Mesmerisin, the following gretation will
perhaps suffice— With respect to the modes in which the
* Mesmeric” Somnambulism is Indueed,ib appears to him that
they ave ull vefevable to those states of wmonotony of seasory
impressions and of expectietion, to which reterence hus heen
already made, ns among the most potent of the predispesing
causes of LJIl(llflOllS allicd to S cep. It is assorted by
Meswmerists, that they ean induec the ' Mesmeric® state
from a distance, witliout the least eonscionsuess on the pare
of their ¢ subjects” thal any influence s being exerted on
them, an assertion which if trne would go far to establish the
existence of a foree altogether suf geioris, capable of being
transmicted from one individual to another, Here, however,
as in regard to the ¢ higher phenomena ” last adverted to, the
Author feels compelled to state that no evidence of an
aflirmative kind hag yet been adduced, which cin be in the
least degree satisfactory to a scientilie cnguirer, who duly
appreciates all the sources of falluey to which these occur
rences are open.”  Hirst guotation from T des-motor
Actions”—seeond quotation fron: ““ Functions of the Cerelro-
spinal Nervous System”—Cavpenter’s Physiology, —1. I,
New Plymouth.

3.—Iu answor to “ A TFrecthinker’s ™ query re Southwell,
I take the following from My, G J, Holyoake’s well known
“ History of Co-operation :— ¢ Ultlmately My, Southwell
left England and settled in New Zeabd, a singalarly un-
suitable retveat for one so fiery and fearless of spivis, unless
he intended to set up as o Chieftain,  On the stage, or the
platform, or in the Seeular press, he might have feund a
cougenial sphere; hub nothing fell to him available except
the editorship of o Wesleyan Newspaper, It must have
heen a livelier publication in his hands than its readers had
known it betore. ITts orthodox articles must have Leen
written by proxy,  When death befell him, as it did aftor
a very few years sojonrn there, he waswaited on by wembers
of the proprictary whom ke served, to ofler him the religious
consolations available to that body, and were surprised to
be told by theie patient that he had edited their paper be-
cause no other employment was open to i, but he nover
undertook to edit their prineiples. e eould not deny that
Wesleyanism was a form of opiuion be could live by, for Le
Lad lived by it und ke was mueh obliged to them for the
opportunity of doing that, 1o, lwwever, preferred to dic
i the prineiples iu which he had lived,  He was an Athe-
st —-Raniear.

3.—The following is aullientic; Mr. Campbell having
Inown Seuthwell ntimately 1 —# Charles Southwell avrivad
in Aucklvd ubout 1835 or §, and, after trying his powers
as anaector, became editor ol the Auckland Examiner, which
he conducted with ability wntil he died. e was buried in
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the Cemetery, and a few Freethinkers subseribed and put a
{ence ronnd his grave, nnd & headstoue bearing the following
inscription :—“In Memory of Chatles Southwell, Editor
and Lecturer, who died Tth August, 1860 ; aged 46.7  Ile
did not become a Wesleyan, nor a preacher, nor editor of a
Wesleyan paper.—A, Campbell, Auckland,

4.—«Tyro " will find & relinble statement of Odylism in
Dr Carpenter’s work, ¥ Spivitualism and Mesmerism,”

QUERIES.

1.—-In a lecture delivered recently on the scientific ovi-
dence of the Old Testament stories, the lecturer stated that
the gastric juiees wonld have had no effect upon Jonah, if
he had kept continually walking up and down for three days
and nights in the Whale's belly, Can any of your readers
inform me if this lecturer was Gordon Forlong Esq. (formerly
a Deist)1—R.

9.—In the Contemporary Review for Jduly Curdinal
Manning makes a statement in toxicology which T would
like to have some information upon, as follows :—¢ When
Socrates was acensed of atheism, he was econdemned to hen-
bane.” I always understond the polson given to Socrates, and
used by the Athenians to carry out the last sentence of the
Taw, was hemlock.

3.—T sheuld be glad if anyone acquainted with the
writings of John Stuart Mill can inform me if it is true that
that great writer and thinker proved David Hume's avgu-
ment against miracles to the fallacicus.—A RaTioxarsst

4.—TIt would be interesting and instructive to have a
clear and succinet explanation of Pantheism as a system of
thought —THEIST,

5.—1Ts there any great school or college in Fngland in
which theological teaching is forbidden.—A B.C.

6.—What ave the fundamental principles of Positivism ?
Hruaxiras.

lotes.

Scence

The Rev. Hugh Macmiilan, writing on the Marriaze
at Cana, declares that the wine drunk must have been
intexicating, for besides its saying that the guests were
sywell drunk,” the marriage taking place just before
Passover, the wine must have been of the previcus vin-
tage and kept six orseven months, He morcover, as-
serts that specimens of the wines of Palestine have fre-
quently been analysed by experts, and they are never
found to containless than 10 to 20 per cent, of alcohol.

An interesting discovery, of much importance for
geological and archxlogical science, has recently been
made in a coal mine at Bully-Grenay, in the lrench
department of Pas-de-Calais. A new goliery was being
pierced, when a cavern was broken nte, which dis-
covered the fossil remains of five human beings in a falr
state of prcservation —a man, two women, and two
children composed the group. The man measured
about scven fcet, the women six fect six and six fect,
the children four fect and rather less than this. In ad-
dition, some fragments of arms and utensils of petrificd
wood and of stone, with numerous remains of mammals
and fish, werc brought to light. A sccond sublerran-
ean chamber enclosed the remains of cleven human
bodies of large size, several animals, and a large number
of varicus objects, with some precious stones,  The
walls of the cave exhibited drawings vepresenting men
fighting with gigantic aninals,  Owingtothe presence
of carbonic anhydride a third and a larger chamber,
which appearcd to be emapty, was not searched. Five
of the petrified human remains will be exhibited at the
mayoralty at Lens.  The remainder of the bodies which
have been brought to the surface arce to be conveyed to
Lille, there to await a thorough cxamination by the
Faculté des Sciences. Information has been telegraph-
ed to the representatives of the Académie des Sclences
of Paris and to thosc of the Dritish Muscum,

An interesting discovery has been made in Paraguay
of a tribe of Indians with tails, Au Argentine dowmiciied
in the Argentine Missions has a yverba establishment in
the Paraguayan Missions, 1 a district called Tacura-
Tuyu. While gathering the yerba in the yerba woods
the other day, his mules were attacked by some Guay-
acuyes ludians, who fled after Lkilling scveral mules,

The muleteers pursued, firing on the Indians, one of
whom, a boy about cight years old, was capturcd.
This boy was brought to Proscdas, where Don Frap-
cesco Golcochoa, the Argentine referred to, lives, and
excited much curiesity, owing to his having a tail 6 to 8
inches long. The Loy, who has been photographed by
Germans, is, it is stated, very ugly ; but his body is not
covered with hair. A brother of the boy, at present in
the possession of Colonel Rudeciudo Roca, has also a
tail ; and all the trile are said to be similarly adorned.
If these Indians hnew thelr value for exhibitional pur-
poses they would not remain long in Paraguay, The
possession of tails would ensure them a warm welcome
and large profits on this side of the Atlantic, where we
are cver on the search for pleasing noveltics.—5t,
James's Gazette, [The discovery scems vouched for.
[ts scientific interest is limited to the fact that abnormal
structures may be perpetuated.  As Charles Darwin
ounce observed, these monstrositics neither support nor
centradict the theory of Evolution.]

The follewing is almost too neat to be true, but it is printed in
the Hull Gazette » Mr. W, Dawson, a cattle dealer awd a local
preacher, of Winterton Linvolnshire, lately ahsconded, leaving large
labilities behind him, and forging, it is said, the names of two
gentlemen to the cmount of £7000,  *¢ The text of his last sermen,
preached the day before he left the district, Acts xx. 58— Sorrow-
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDINTS.

A.C.—TIn onr next. . .

J.G. —1t is within the scope of the Review to discuss Dolitics
from the scientific aspect. . .

T.I>. —We have not yet attained the proud distinction of being
able to pay for contributions. ]

ML —Weare reluctantly compelled to hold over till next moenth
your interesting paper on Masonry.,  But thesubject will kccrp.

SeaMa—It is ““an open sceret” that the author of Natural
Religion is Professor Neely, who fills the chair of Modern History
in the University of Cambridge.

Marat,—It may be an hallucination, but we have a strong
impression that ridieule carried beyond very narrow limits injuves
the «ause, .

T.8.—The Maori supernatural power Te Atua was an evil divinity
huefore the advent of the missionavies, who finding him availalle
transformed him into Jehavah, retaining, lowever, the native
name.  In other words, the Maoris liad a Devil, but no God.

VERAX.—Yes, we have heard that Mr. Grantis to deliver .the
same lecture before a congregation of the Baptist Church of Wan-
ganui.  Although Christians often claim to be Freethinkersalso, we
do not believe that they would allow the reply by Y 7 to be read
at a subsequent meeting of the Baptists. However, make enruiries
in the proper quarter !

A correspondent writes as follows :—“ T am heavtily pleased to
leavn that Mr. Joseph Symes has been sclected by Mr. Bradlangh
{according to request) to fulfil a le:turing engagement under the
auspices of the Melbourne Society of Freethinkers. I have fre-
quently heard Mr Symes, and he is welldmown in England as a
geatleman, a scholar, and a speaker of rvare cloquence. 1t is to be
hoped he will extend his antipodean visit to New Zealand.”

NOTICES.
Tlhe Proprietor begs to return hig hest thanks for the support given
to the first number of the Review, especially to those friends who

have obtained subseribers and established agencies, The propaganda
will be greatly advanced in this way.

The Editor respectfully sugzests to contributors the necessity of
condensing as much as possible their contrilutions, in order that
the comparatively Hmited space may be maile to embrace a wide
variety of subjects.  The object is to make the Rpview comprehen-
sive i the extent and character of its articies and letters.  Of conrse
no hard and fust line van be drawn, but the Lditor may Dbe
greatly assisted in his task Dy friends remembering space and
abject.  AH commuuications should be addrvessed—The I ditor of
Tue Frreruovenr Review, Wanganui,

e . it G i:) +
Glie  Fyeehonght i coiew,
 WANGANUL N.Z, NOVEMBER 1, 154,

SOCIAL PROGRIESS.

Social progress means in our view the happiness of
themany.  Anything which tends to depress the multi-
tude and raise up a ruling class, is so far destructive of
those elements on the frec play of which the maximum
happiness depends.  Yet there will, and ought always
to be, a few comparatively higher than their fellow-
men. The dead level of Socialism is the epposile state
from that freedom in which exists the possibility of
greater human powers being evolved. A hereditary
titled and plutocratic aristocracy is indefensible, for it
monopolises with medioerity the place of merit.  Fhe
ageregaltion of wealth under the cxisting laws in the
Mother Country and her Colonies, is cqually opposed
to a higher civilisation, for artificial restrictions are
placed in the way of its equitable distribution. The
right of individual property is to be maintained when
it is founded on principles that make for the general
good. This is the natural limitation, and it stands on
the same level as Liberty, which means the right to do
as cne pleases only so long as he does not deprive his
neighbour of a corresponding privilege.  The love of
children and heuic is one of the decpest and noblest
sentiments in human nature.  But if a’ law encourages
a testator to prefer males to females, and the first-born
male to all that are born subsequently, it creates an
aristocracy of privilege, and puts it in the place of an
aristocracy of merit.  Sociely therefore has the rieht
to say what limitations shall be placed on bequest and
inheritance. In this colony wehave been retrograding
by abolishing distinctions between children and remole
relations in the system of legacy duties. A man does
not labour for cousins, and if his property reverted to
the State in the absence of closer tics of consan-

guinity,” his exertions would not be less in con-
sequence.  The right of freedom of hequest should be
preserved within certain limits, such Hmits to be
determined by the State through the instrument of tax-
ation.  When the laws that govern Distribution are
framed on a just and politic basis, the incentive to
accumulation will not be weakened, but the opportuni-
ties of millions multiplied a hundredfold.

The object of the advocates of National Insurance is
to prevent that state of helplessness and dependence
which we call pauperism.  But what has to e proved
by them has not cven been noticed. T, as we believe,
there can be no social improvement without individual
cffort, what can be expected from men and wemen who
have yickded the product of their industry without
saving or prudence, and who, when so much has been
wrested from them, are invited to enjoy without further
effort 2 This is a system which brings forth no powers
of sclf-restraint, of forethonght, or of skill. It is
Socialism of that objectionable type which destroys
the essence of individuality.  The only argunient in
its favor is that the sense of independence created
would bring along with it that sclf-respect and pru-
dence which would lead to exertion to increase the
provision. There is a grain of truth in this. When
nen have gone some distance in saving, the desire to
go farther is increased, Compulsory saving may
implant the habit of self-reliance, but it is infinitesimal
compared to those forces which begin in the individual
the moment he looks to a future period of his life, and
feels the constraint of providing for himself and those
for whom heis responsible.  Prudence and compulsion
are not related terms.  The former must be a natural
and spontancous growth to yield its proper fruit:
neither stunted on the one hand by unjust laws of Dis-
Lribution, nor on the other forced by a hot-house system
that would deprive it of that native vigor which thrives
in the incvitable struggle for existence.

\What are the social forees, the action and interaction
of which are to give us the higher civilisation ? Nothing
more or less than the factors menand women—poli-
tically equal, exercising all the franchises, no unit to re-
present more than any other,and no organisation count-
ing for mere than the sum of its units, On this basis
should rest the superstructure of the State. Then on the
activity of the members will all progress, rights, and
happiness depend.  Every integration will proceed
from the free combination of these simple elements,
When sccicty has the power—by which we mean the
intelligence-—to determine its own good, none will be
excluded, because there will be no interest but that of
the great majority, and no right more sacred than that
of the individual. By this we do not mean that sub-
ordinate groups will not exist.  Liberty does not agree
well with Centralism. Municipal liberties must become
more valued, important, aud sacred.  There wiil only
be one brain te eilect the larger generalisation we call
law, There will, at the same time, be those spinal
centres which must be continually lIegislating subject
to the greater generalisation.  The work of adminis-
tration will be performed by the heart, the lungs, and
so forth, corresponding to the central executive and the
local bodies.  The more decentralised is government,
the more men icel their individual respousibility.

The resuit of the continual movement of tiie elements
is what may be termed the highest political and social
education.  Men, like gunpowder, are only dangerous
when they are coufined and under pressure. They lose
all their explosive force as through freedom they become
more social.  Intelligence comes from discussion, and
the sure sign of the growing intelligence of a nation is
the disposition to consider guestions in 2 social light —
to ask, Will this law be for the greatest good of the
greatest munber 7 Whereupon it will follow that cvery
feature of a propesed enadiment will be examined from
that point of view. Greater than all nestrums for
greasing the wheels of progress must therefore be the
freedom of the socialunits to arrange themselves accord-
ing te what the general interest demands. Cheeks are
not wanted.  The counflict of the clements themselves
is the only natural and permissible check; and the ij.
herited tendency to sclf-preservation will guard against
catasirophes.

C.
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CLERICALISM ON THE RAMPAGE.

During the past fortnight Canterbury folks have been
entertained with anotlicr pliase of Salvationism, The meet-
ing of the Diocesan Synod lhas afforded the clerzy an
opportunity of making a wordy onslauglit upon the lduca-
tion Act. One Liev. gentleman said the worality of the
public board schools was ni althougly he was flatly
contradicted by one of the lay members who having been
connected with the public schools from their initintion, and
is now a mewber of the Board of Fdueation, was therefore
well able to speak authoritatively upon the subject—it did
not induce the Rev. gentlemen to moderate their strictures,
nor prevent them deploving the jprobable future result of
their being denied facilities for indeetrinating the youthful
mind with their sectarvian doginas ; for this is their real con-
tention, and accounts for alt their lugubrious lumentations
about the absence of morality and religion in the publie
schools which they further emphasise us Godless.  This
“war ery” meets with little attention or sympathy from
outsiders, notwithstanding all their bluster and asseverations
as representing the gencial opinion of the community, It
is well known that all the lesson books in use inenleate
mora'ity and religion except those Hmited to arithmetie, for
even “ Colenso” could not adopt the assumption that © one
is equal to three, and three the same as oue.” The most
Liopeful featuve for the future of our country is that this
opposition to our invalnable educational system is chiefly
limited to the interested leaders of the various denomina-
tions, and finds little or no response frem the general
publie, evidence of which las been afforded from time to
time when the integrity of the Education Aet has been
made a test question at elections, Notably was this shown
when Siv Edward Staflovid contested the Heatheote election
against a very inferior and irexperienced candidate, and
was rejected solely on secount of his kuown hostility to the
Secular system. Suilarly, Bishop Moran's defeat in Otago,
and also in the result Of every eleetion when the
tion Act has been made a prominent quesiion.

AlllC.L—

Our representatives in Paviiamenthonestly and consistently
reflect the public mind upon the same question wlhen de-
fending it {from numerous and covert attacks, notably the
Rev. W. AL Green's last disingenous attempt to anthorise
the introduction of the Bible in Schools, which was vejected
by a majority of 52 in o House of (3 members.  To counter-
act the effect of the wndenominational teaching of the
publie schools, the necessity for establishing Churel day
schools wherever practicable, was debated at groat length in
the Synod und finally carvied, grants from the Chureh Estate
ta be devoted to this pacpose.  This debate epened up an
interesting discussion upon the value of the Chareh Estate
in this diocese, by which it appears to be not less than
£250,000, exclusive of Churches :and Thoscnages valued ag
another £90,006,  One of the clergy depreeated making
public these particulars, It would Le Iinteresting to know
how the Church acquired such a valuable estate, and if uny,
or a considerable portion, did uet form pavt of the reserves
made by the Canterbury Association and handed over to
the first Provincinl Council upeon its payment to the
Association of the st of £23,000 o £30,000—which sumn
was raised by the sule of a block of laud within the Town
Prelt, that had been especlully reserved as an endowment of
the future Municipality, and still known as the Town
Reserves.  In the carly days of the settlement, u great deal
of ucrimonious discussion took place over the fact of the
Canierhury Association having “ bortowed 7 £10,000 from
the Bishoprie fund—perhaps this was repaid in land, which
at that time was a drug upon the hands of the Associntion,
the fiest flush of founding a strictly Cliurch of Englind
settlement laving passed away,

Strict movality s ever condemmed the jesuitieal
maxim that “the eul justifics the means”—still in
the flugrunt vielation of the principle of the Talueation

Act occaslomll) brouglt to light, Miniscers apparently
consider they wre doing a commendable service to their

Church and order in infringing it wherever possible. In
onc notuble instauce ncar Cheslehioreh the members of

the School Comnittee e virtually the nominees of the
Clergyman, and as a very expericnced and efficient master
was obliged to resign, becavse he could not reconcile his
daty to the Act with the requivements of the Minister, and
as the school 1s now opened with prayer, and may be con-

sidered a church day school in all but name, and is veferred
to as a model of what may be done by a persevering
elergyman, the presumption

now fills the post. Bishop Moran has brought some of
these proselytising schools under thepnotice of the Minister of
Education, but as the Minister happens to be a Bible-in

schools advacate—he pretends to be unable to enforce
obedience to a public luw, for the preper administration of
which he is supposeld to be responsible,  Why this anxicty
and  tribolation, lese the vising generation sheuld discard
the old myths 1 Such o change in the future, from an abso-
lute and distracting theology to w rational and therefore
natural religion, would not be greater than Lias ocenrred in
the  past from Ilowan  Cathelicism to some modern
developinent of Unitarianism.  If the clergy foar, when
the Lulk of the people of the future, having passed through
the seealar schools; and in consequence have been tanghit to
take sensible and rvational views of life and its obligations,
that their oceupation will be gone, and their order swept
away—may take hears of grace from the fuct that organi-
sations similar to the variouns religious bodies will continue
a necessity so long as the existing conditions of society
renain unchanged, and a band of carnest self-denying men
will still find their vocation as leaders and teachers and

administrators of the vast wealth of the churches in the in-
terests of lursanity, now shamcfully diverted into so many
uscless and unworthy chmmels.—X., Cluistehurch

1 1o

that o plinhle cehoolmaster

[

LDU(_'ATI ON.,

Lot us make our education brave
Polities is un afterwork, o poor patching.  Weare alwaysa
little late. The evil is done,—the law is passed, and we
begin the up-hill agitation for repeal of that which we ought
to have prevented the enaeting.  We shall one day learn to
supersede polities by edueation.  What we enll our root
and braneh reforms of slavery, war, gambling, Intemperance,
is only medienting the symptoms.  We must bogin hizher,
nunely, in Edusation.—Kmerson.

and preventive,

Acbicfus.

Seieiece aid Religivie: A Tleview of Jwlge MHiginbotlun's
Lociare, by T Cuevxe Fanyig, AL Dunedin :
Juseph Draithwaite.

My Farnie, while sympathising with Judyge Higinhothun's
views where the ¥ ddnntv, pushca them to their togieal
conclusion.  Enforeing and tilustruting the distinetion bo-
tween velizion and Llwuhvr\' L observes that religion is © the
worship ot ideds,”  In tliiw sense true
clozest eounection with man ﬂmh\'uiu-l and soctal welfave”
But with moderu theology, “w mshlp has sunk iuto un
aceident, a second 1;1(1(,0 \\hil(, beliefis the essential clement
—beliel In the existence of a divine avchiteet aud ruler of
the nuiverse, beliel in the excelleneies of eroed and dogim
pertaining to the antigue ehurches.”  “Theology s fuded
from the rank of o religion, and fullen into that of a super-
stition.” Dut is the distinction founded on true ideals enly?
Whetler a divine arehiteet exist ov not, the belief sets up the
ideal, and that 1sveligion.  The distinetion Is probubly one of
dearee only, und not iu the natuee of the things deseribed. My
Farpic’s veply to Judge Higinbotham on the vital point of lis
lecture is quite conelusive—=1f mau did not fall, then there is
no need for the system ofthe Christiin Chuvehes— thatsysiem
topples over as soon as this is shown.,”  Where IIv, Panice
deals with Fheology and Seience, hie shows that Theolegy is
not entitled to be (h'rmhed iy the name of Science, and le
asserts that 1t has ¢ 1101 “‘l\'(‘l] birth to one single new idea
for hundreds of years” Yet lhe conception of nsupreme
mind has been subject to a process of cvolution, in passing
feom the rvegion of revelition to thut of metaphysics,
Belenee isa very loose term wanting o better definition than
any yet given toit,  Weagree with Mr Farnic that Theology
is not entitled to be called o Seience @ but with the qualifi-
cation that many other things so designated are also
imncenraiely deseribed.  Mr Famie dendy shows that ilie
anthropoworyhic coneeplion of Ged cannot be sot rid
while 1t 38 necessary o predicate atiributes. Deprivad of
his attribates he s snthinkable, A Ifarnie concludes lis
able and ¢loquent review by an apotheosis of the ideal of
duty—-perhaps the only thing worthy of the Lionor.

eligion 11.15 the very
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Villuge Politics - Dy Cuartks Winniar Stunss, MAL | hate Godand all those who wre

Viear of Granborongh, Bucks, London: Hiaciitlun

and Co.

This is o book of sermons and addresses on the labour
question, delivered at vavious times duving the carly pro-
gress of the movement under the leadership of Jos‘cph-
Arch. Tt is dedicated ¢ To the Farm Labowers of
England in sincere sympathy with their struggle towards
citizenship through se'frelitnee and association,” and is
full of “ light and leading.”  The anthov is one of thosce men
whose hnmanity throws his ereed into the shade, and whose
elear intelleet disseets and analyses the current doctrines of
the ruling classes with a bolduess seldom equalled among
the clergy of his chmreh.  To the question, ** Can a poverty-
stricken people be a religions people I” Mr. Stubbs replies
in the neaative.  To the quoestion, © What is veligion ¥ the
answor is thus supplied s ¢ Religion, as I regard it, is the
avt of living well, not only of dying well.  Itis the science,
if T may use the term, of heing and doing good.”  He then
proceeds to show the mutual responsibilities of all clusses,
# The welfure of all is wrapped up in caet”  The question
is an cconomical one, and Le thinks the clergy should try
to understand political ecconomy. It is an Lonest attempt
to find out the canses of poverty.  The economy iy svperior
to the theolery, some of the iilustrations, such as that of
David and Nahal, being unfortanate.  Bub on the whole,
the book is the most encomraging  and hopeful reading that
Lias proceeded from the elerical body for a generation,

Without God, no Commenwealsh: By Canpivan MANSING ;
Contemporary Review, July, 1333,

The head of the Roman Catholic Clinreh in Enzgland Las
attewmpted to establish—that without the idea of God a
political society is impossible. By the term commonwealth
hemeans Yo condition In which men are bound tosether,
and protected by laws, for their comwon welfue” Il
does not supply a definition ef God, and he cannot © con-
sent to argue this question as if God were already not only
deposed from Iis Soverciguty but also outluwed from the
world which He, aud not our politicians and philosophers,
have made.,”  Having assamed the existence of God, Car-
dinal Manning Lies no ditfeulty in iinding ull eivie and
moral dutics emanating from his wifl,  Stavting with the
great assumption, the reasoning eddies in a eircle, tending
to establish a theoeracy. The argument is apparently
summed up in the sentence: “ An empire without God
cannot stand ; for an empire which cffuees God {rom its
legislatere has no Ionger o prineiple of wnity,”  If a prin-
ciple of unity can be found without God, the argument not
only fuils, but is turned against His Bminence,  Having to
account for the ancient commonwealths, the Cavdinal found
the principle of unity in the idew or conception of a God—
Godst—and ¢ the haauthen world was nearer the truth
when it venerated o Dea foma, than they who deny the
nataral or divine law as the foundation of SHociety.” e
Lave thevefore the doctrine that the truth of the conception
is secondary to the conception itself,  Dea Foma equally
with Jeliovah will serve as the foundation of the State,
Nor does it matter that the God should be pevsonificd. # Tt
is better to have an altar to the Unknown God, than no
altar and no God.” There is some truth in the theory that
the exlstence of a State postulates n principle of unity.
Dut if Der Nomea may be this principle, so also may the
Constitution of the United Btates, ov [ve le République.
If it s ouly the ddeq that is required, a nation’s necessity
for a supreme object of worship and veneration—-the prin-
ciple of unity—ecan be us fully satisfied in the protecting
goddess of Athens, or of Rome, in the Sun in the East, in
a paper Constitution like that of the United States, or in w
plitase embodying o national sentument—as in the od
assumed by the Rowan Ponbiff and his priests.  The paper
seews to have been inspirved by the disenssion proceeding
over Mr Bradlaogh and tho caths’ question.

Lectures on Liberty, Jdwihorisy, Freethought, Socialism,
Naturalism, and Athesin: By Very Lev. Father L
Mexast prs Ciessals, S.AL 0 Auvcklnd @ Frecman’s
Journal Office.

Bishop Luck, of Aucklaud, writes to these lectures an
introduction, in which he observes: * No swmall fiuvor is con-
fevred on those who would wish to stem the tide of infidelity
aue sociul revolution, Ly putiing within their reach a clever
and brief caposé of the sophisws of those wretelied men wha

' intent on {heir own irue
Interests.”  Can any sophisin e more transparent than to
assert tid e deds God ¢ No o theist hates the ol ject of
his faith, and no atheist ean hate what {o Lim is m'm-e.l_y' 1
terin Implying negation. 1Me eannot very well Late nothing.
The dectures themselves eonsist mainly of dozmutic assor-
tions about God aud his  pleasure,” and Froethinkers and
their “sensuality,”  Cod alonz is absolutely free, and
“alone can do ns he pleases, Laving no one to put any
restriction on his liberty, possessing every good, ineapable
of ervor”  And lwre is another sophisi. Ciranting his
existenee, he may no doubt do as he pleases ; hut it Lis
goodress is infinite, he is subjeet to moral conditions, and
his plensure is sceordingly vestricted.  Further, we are
told that— As God above has wade man whatever he is,
and given him whatever he possesses, so God alone las a
right to govern hin, and dispose of him, and of all that
belongs to him—aecording to His good pleasure.”  And, of
course, it fo'lows that a3 He made the Freethinker what he
is, lie liag the +iyhL Lo be so unjust as to exeeute his PMeasure
in the shape of vengeanes on Lis own handiwerk ! Tf He
does ot “ govern” the sinner, it is equaliy his pleasure,—
exercised in this ense pevhaps to give Father Le Menant the
opportunity of showing how logiealiy gifted is one of his
priests.  Leaving these glimpses of revelalion, we come to
the burden of the song—the shocking wickedness of Wrae-
thinkers—the assurance being given that, © Before refuting
theru we shall fuithfully explain their doctrine, and use their
own expressions,”  Leb us give an illustiation of the rev.
gentleman's firitdful description :  Freethinkers maintain
that all priests and statesien are men witlout intellect and
reason, and I suppose also all those who Lelieve in them.”
Tl intelleet of priests moy le warped by their vocation,
but Freethinkers have always vecognised the craft and sub-
tility of these gentlemen. As forstatesmen, it is just possibie
Freethinkers may have heard of Macchiavelli, Metternich,
and Talleyrand.  Doces the Rev, Father think his people so
illiterate that they will accept his unconscious humowr
without question?  The lecturer then gives a quotation,
but no nuthority, duly placed within ecimmas, thus: “ ¢ The
gratification of our appetites, passions, and senses (if we
believe Froethinkers) is the end of our oxistence.’” Why
tlie hypothesis “if we believe Freethinkers” in the middle
of a quotation from a Freethinker?  Ilere we think there is
a little touch of dishonesty on the part of the Father. At
onee we deny that any represenlutive Froethinker ever used
the words.  The lecturer will only maintain Lis veracity by
producing lis autherity. The term © sensuality 7 is very
frequently spplied to Freethinkers and their views, but the
application is i no ene instonee sustained.  On the elher
hand, the eharge is destroyed in ovder to wake cood a charge
of  hypocrisy. For, says the Nev. Father, * When
Atlelsts pructise any virtues it is frow selfish motives.
They are tewperate, to preserve their health: they ave
liberal and gencrous, ont of ambition and zeal for theiy own
reputation.  Their vivtaes are all hypoeritical”  Men who
ave such artful hypocrites as to be temperate to preserve
their health, nve not very likely to ruin their health by sen-
sunlity | These lectures ave of a low ordor of intolli-v;enco,
nnscrupulons in statements of fact, bub not illsuited to an
ardience illiterate and superstitious.

<

Mr Ifenvy Georye has written o reply to the many ciitic-
isins on his recently published volume on © Prosress and
Poverty.” Tt is to beissued in Tondon in u shilline volume
by A W Receves. °

A delightful jolke (remarks s, Desant in 1he National
Reformer) was playeld off the oflier day on the Christian
world. 1t was announced ihat Noalls roal otiginal mk had
been found on the top of Meunt Avavat! The %1 Mall
Giazette quotes thercon the following, wlich appeared in a
fetler to a * Conservative contemporary’ : “In these durs of
scepticisin and rank infidelity, when wen seoff at the tratl.
fulness of the word of Ged, yea, there are those amons s
even professing Chiistianity who doubt the authenticity of
the Pentatench Many there see also who disholiove in e
O1d Testament altogether, and look upon it as an cbsolete
Look, In these days, thevefore, it is refreshing to hear from
what niay be eonsidered o relinble sowree that Noal's Avk
has been discoverad.”  The ¥ relinble sonree” was that trutly.
ful jonrnal, the Levant Heeald ! I eannot, however, help
suspecting that that bebieving letterwriter was, in Lis tw

"1l
. - ; - . )
DMaying off a joke on the Conservative sheot.
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THE DEVELOPMENT, AUTHORITY, AND
TEACHINGS OF CHRISTIANITY.

The following extracts from the writings of Lord
Macauley and several eminent divines present a varicty
of facts which are of interest from the forcible manner
in which they appear to have presented themsclves to
the anthors:—

In his Essay on Milton, Macaulay says, with reference
to religion in general and Christianity w particular:
“ Logicians may reason ahout abstractions, but the
great mass of mankind can never feel an interest in
theri., They must have images. The strong tendency
of the multitude, in all ages and nations, to idolatry
can be explained on no other principle.  The first in-
habitants of Greece, there is every reason to believe,
worshipped one invisible deity, Bat the necessity of
having something more definite to adore produced, in
a few centuries, the innumerable crowd of gods and
goddesses, In like manner, the ancient Persians
thought it impious to exhibit the Creator under a
human form. Yet even these transferred to the sun
the worship which, speculatively, they considered due
only to the Supreme mind. The history of the Jews is
the record of a continued struggle between pure theism,
supported by the most terrible sanctions, and ihe
strangely fascinating desire of having some visible and
tangible objeét of adeoration. Perhaps ncne of the
secondary causes which Gibbon has assigned for the
rapidity with which Christianity spread over the world,
while Judaism scarcely ever acquired a single proselyte,
operated more powerfully than this feeling.  God, the
uncreated, the incomprehensible, the invisible, attracted
few worshippers. A philosopher might admire so noble
a conception, but the crowd turncd away in disgust
from words which presented“no image to their minds,
It was before deity, embodied in human ferm—walking
amongst men, partaking of their infirmities, leaning on
their bosoms, weeping over their graves, slumbering in
the manger, bleeding on the cross—that the prejudices
of the Synagogue, and the doubts of the Academy, and
the pride of the Portico, and the fasces of the Lictor,
and the swords of thirty legions were humbled in the
dust! Soon after Christianity had achieved its triumph
the principle which had assisted it began to corrupt it.
It became a new Pagamsn. Patron saints assumed
the offices of household gods. St. George took the
place of Mars; St. Elmo consoled the mariner for the
loss of Castor and Pollux; the virgin mother and
Cecilia suceeded to Venus and the Muses.”

The Rev. Dr. Dick says:—¢ [n the second writings
we meet with sayings which are neither wiser nor better
for being found in them than if they had occurred in
ordinary history. It is evident that the Word of Ged
can be given ouly to a part of the Scriptures, because
they contain, besides a revelation, an account of human
opinions. . . . , . Sometimes it is Ged who
gpeaks, and somctimes it is man.”

William Penn, the Quaker pionecr of America, wrote:
# 1 demand of our adversaries (referring to those who
positively accept the Bible as divinely inspired) if they
are well assured of those men who first collected,
embodied, and declared them (the Scriptures) authentic,
by a public Canon which we read was in the Council
of Laodicea, held 360 years after Christ, I say, how
do they know that these men rightly discerned true
from spurious? Now, surc it is that some of the Serip-
tures taken in by one Council were rejecied by another
for apocryphal, and that which was left out by the
former for aprocryphal, was taken in by the latter for
canonical, Now, visibic it is that they contradict each
other, and as truc that they have erred respecling the
present belief,”

In his Rationale of Religious Inquiry, the Rev. J.
Martineau says: ¢ [f we could recover the gospels of
the Hebrews and that of the Egyptians, it would be
difficult to give a reason why they should not form a
part of the New Testament. . What arc
Mark and Luke, who ave received, mere than Clement
and Darnabas, who are excluded #7

The Rev, T. H. Horne wrote: * The accounts left
us by ceclesiastical writers of antiquity, concerning the
time when the gospels were written or published, are
s0 vague, confused, and discordant that they lead tono

certain or solid determination. The eldest of the
ancient fathers collected the reports of their own times
and set them down as certain traths, and thosc who
followed adopted their accounts with implicit rever-
ence. Thus tradition, true or fulse, passed on from
one wriler to anolher withoul examination, until at
last it Dbecame top late to cxamiae them to any
purpose.”

Dr. Whistow said: ¢ Can anyone be so weak as to
imagine Mark and Luke, James and Jude, who were
ncne of them more than companions of the Apostles,
to be our sacred and unerring guide, while Barnabas,
Thaddeus, Clement, Timothy, Hermas, Ignatius, and
Polycarp, who were cqually companions of the same
Apostles, to be no authority at all ?7

In his Practical Sermons, the Rev. Dr Barnes, of
Philadelphia, a far-famed man and devoted student of
Bibliology, says: “ I sce not one ray to disclose to me
the reason why sin came into the world, why the carth
is strewn with the dying and the dead, and why man
must suffer to ali eternity. I have never scen a par-
ticle of light thrown upon these subjects that has given
a moment’s ease to my tortured mind, nor have I an
explaration to offer, or a thought to suggest, that would
be a relief to you. I trust other men, as they profess
to do, understand these better than I do, and that they
have not the anguish of spint that [ have; but I confess
when T look on a world of sinners, and sufferers, upon
death-beds and graveyards, upon the world of woe
filled with hearts 1o sulfer for ever; when 1 see my
friends, my parents, my family, my people, my fellow-
citizens; when I look upon a whole race all wmvolved
in this seeming danger; when I see the great mass of
them wholly uncencerned ; and when I feel that God
only can save them, and yet he dees not doit, I am
struck dumb. It 15 all dark, dark to my soul, and I
cannot disguisc it.”

RELIGION AND THE PAPUANS.

Captain Armut, the leader of the Argus expedition to
New Guinea, gives the following account of once ot the
Native tribes ;—¢ These inland Natives have no reli-
gion, yet one’s property is sacred among them. If you
drop anything and they find it, you will have it rc-
turned to you immediately. They are far more moral
than LEuropeans, Any breach of the moral law is
punished with death. DBut from what I gathered from
Luija, the chief, such breaches are hardly ever known
to oceur. The Coijari bave no idea of a
Deity that I can find out after repeated attempts. They
avc terribly superstitious, and will not speak of dead
people for fear that by doing so they will come to life
agrain, and do them some injury for bringing them back
from Leyond the curtain that divides mortality from
tmmortality.  Yet this rude, this primitive people have
a very high idea of right and wrong.”—Australasian,
Aug. 23, 1883,

Carrespondence.

CHRISTIAN APOLQGETICS.

TO TILE EQITOR OF THE FREETHOUGHIT REVIEW.

Sin.—Tn "the discussion which followed the reading of a paper
hefore the Wanganui Freethought Association, entitled ** The Divine
Origin of Cleistianity,” the anthor Mr. Grant stated, that even the
great infidel writer Strauss had to admit that the resurrection of
Jesus was an authenticated fact ; and tried to escape from this fact
by the lame assuption that Jesus was not dead but only insensible
when cut dewn from the cross.  Now Thave Strauss’s **New Life of
Jesus,” and can contidently assert,without fear of contradiction, that
in no place does he make such anassertion, True, he mentions such
an hypothesis as having been advanced in different forms by Herder,
Paulus, Sehleirmacher, and Huse, but hie himself in a masterly manner
refutes the explanation as unsatisfacory and fanciful ; and shows
first, from the inconsistencies and contradictions of the Gospel ac-
counts, how unhisloric is the evidence; and sccondly, bow natural it
wag such myths shonld arise n the carly Church; inasmuch as it
was necessary to show how superior Jesus was in death to the lesser
lights, Moses, uoch and Elijal.

For Mr. Grant to have made such a statement, shows greatignor-
ance of the writings of what he was pleased to call the **infidel
Strausa.”

Tawm, &e.,
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OPINIONS OF THE TRESS,

The Review s well gob up and cleverly writben,—XN.Z, Thues.

An exeeedingly well written periodical, devated to the }Etcm\ture
of Freethonght, now hails from Wanganni. It is called ** The Free-
thought Review,” and is published by Mr. A, D. Willis, of Victoria
Avenue. —Taranaki News.

... “Men are naturally religions—superstitions, if our friends will
have it so—they seek an object to worship—it s a human instinct
distingnishing our race from the lower creation, which neither malees
to itself & god nor sets up an idol; and frecthonght fails to satisly
their instinct « it makes no revelations, rears no altar, indites no
psalm.”—Wairarapa Standard.

We cannot say that we welcome our newly-fladged contemperary
into the vanks of literatuve, for we regard ifs aims as belng_dlstm_ctly
pernicions to the welfare of society. The whele chjeet of its articles
seems to us to sap the faith of men in the Bible, and by this means
to destroy Christianity, fur take away men’s br_:h.ef in the Bible as
an inspired work, aud the very foundations of religion must immedi-
ately co'lapse. The writers pretend to be actuated by philauthropy,
but insteal of being the friends of mankind they arc its deadly
enemies. —Rangitikel Advecate.

The Freethought journal, the Echo, hitherto the only one pub-
lished in the colony, has now a contemporary in its own line—The
Frecthoneht Review, poblished at Wanganui, of which we have
received the first number, It is a well got up foolseap folio of 16
pages. The tone of the openming article is moderate, and the
conduetors claim that the existence of their journal is due to a
growing want on the pavt of the non-sectarian elass of an orgau n
which they may ventilate their epinions with the frecdom denied by
ordinary journals, —Southland Times.

The first issue of the Freethought Neview, o monthly newspaper
published by Mr. A, D, Willis, of Wanganni, has reached ns.  Asa
specimen of typography, it is certainly very creditable ; but we ars
inclined to deubt whether there ave enough people on the Coast be-
longing to what is at present regarded as the **advanced school” to
support such o large publication, consisting as it does, of sixteen
pages, similar in size to the New Zealand Tablet—a journal of very
opposite epinions.  Asmight have been expected from its sitle, Bib-
lical subjects are freely criticised in the pages of the Review.
Amongst the lecal contributions we notice cne from Dr Cuorl on the
¥ Antiquity of the Races of Men,"—Egmont Conrier,

The Freethought Review Is the Intest addition to the press of New
Zealand, It is a ncatly printed paper of sixteen foolscap pages, and
izsued from the ottive of Mr. A, I, Willis, Wanganui,  According
to the intreductory article, the aim of the paper 1s the happiness of
mankiud in this life, and, therefore, whatscever may tend to hinder
advancement towards this ideal it will Lz the duty of the editor to
assail.  The paper is started for the purpose of diffusing Free-
thought principies, and will therefore from time to time *“ illustrate
the positive side of the system, as illuminated by knowledge and
s:ience.” The artictes are well written, and show vonslderable erudi-
tion.  Mr, John Gilmour is the New Plymonth agent,—Turanaki
Herald,

This {s the first number of a new menthly of sixteen pages, and
we are agreeably surprised at its contents.  We do not think weare
stating anything more than the simple fruth, wlhen we say that there
has not yet appeared in all Australasia an abler I'reethonght paper,
The notes ave vigorously written, the articles are broad and able,
and the extracts given arc such as must interest all who are engaged
in the struggle for freedom,  Theve ave three short reviews of books,
science notes, notes and gueries, besides local nows of the deings of
TFreethought societies.  We Lope that having such a magazine 1%res-
thinkers will be ready to aid it, and tvmake it & fduancial success,
Its literary ability is undoubted ; what is wanted is a Lig civenla-
tion.—Dunedin Felio.

And still they come! The small army of newspapers and
periodicals already existing in the enlightened Celony of New
Zealaud has reecived another recrnit within its ranks. Wo allude
tu The Freethought Review, the tirst number of which has reached
us,  This new journal appears in Wanganui and will be issued
monthly.  Its title reveals its aims and objests, and a perusal of the
pages befere us leaves no doubt upon our mind, that onr new
contemporary will make his mavk among the adherents to the cause
which lie advocates. We may add that the paper is carcfully and
neatly printed, aud that its literary coutents arc well worth
perusing, uo matter what crced the reader may belong to.-
Inanzaliua Herald, Reefton,

The first nunber of “ The Frecthought Review,” a sixteen-page
publication issued by Mr A, D. Willls 1s now before us, Inte the
controversial element, which forms the mainstay of the literary de-
partment, we do not intend to enter, hut the original contributions
are marked by o fairness aud moderation of tone to which the publie
are yuite unacenstomed in the productions of modern Freethinkers.
It is positively refreshing to take upa Frecthonght newspaper in
whicl the reign of pare reason is net ushered in by flippant joeular-
ity or course vibaldry. ‘Uhereis nothing of either in Mr Willis's
Review, and there is, on the contrary, & good deal of inforination
which canuot but be uselul, however we may detest the conclusions
erroneons'y dvawn from it The various departments of the journal
are well compiled, and it is printed and gotup in a style in which it
has few rivals in the Australasinn colonies,  Mr Willis has, at any
rate, done his part of the work very well—Wangauul Clironicle,

Evangelist Barns, aftor bribing a policeman to get inside of the
House of Commons, writes home an account of how cleverly he
managed it, signing himsel{ " Tver in Jesus,”

o Aematiam,

WILLIAM DLENTON.

The news of the untimely death of the distinguished
geologist and lecturer, Professor Denton, will be re-
ceived by all Treethinkers with profound regret, Not
only by them, but we believe also by the thousands
of Christians who fullowed him in his masterly ex-
position of the principles of Geolegy and changes
which have taken place in the crust of Mother Earth.
Professor Denton was as indefatigable in the pursuit of
his favourite science as he was bold and fearless in his
generalisations and conclusions. Implicitly accepting the
law of Evolution, though differing from its great exponent,
Charles Darwin, in some of his specunlations, he was able
to trace out the successions of life and forms as exhibited
in fossil remains, in so clear and convincing a manner
that it was difficult for the most orthodox or stubborn to
reject his teaching, And he never for a moment subordi-
nated the strict sclentific aspect of a question to the
craving for sensation or effect.  All seemed natural, de-
pending on what had gone before, and bound firmly to-
gether by the principle of continuity. It will be difficult
to replace such a teacher. Professor Denton was a writer
of no mean ability, both in prose and poetry, inspired
chiefly by his earnest desire to see humanity raised toa
higher plane of existence on the earth. He was a Free-
thinker, and avowed his opinions boldly; and he wasa
man whose life would have adorned any cause. When
shall the time come when a monument worthy of his
memory shall be erected over his grave in the strange
land into the thick darkness of which he had thought to
penetrate ? Professor Denton died of fever on the 26th
Aupgust, in New Guinea, while engaged as the scientific
member of an exploring expedition sent out at the cost of
the Melbourne Argus, and led by Captain Armitt.

CAUTION

In the morning's light advancing,
Forwaxd bounds a gallant steed,
Decked with beauty’s goodly housing,
Shod with Youth, Health, Strength, and Speed,

o will mount the fearless courser?
WWho can ride him to the goal,
With the spur of Emulation,
And the check of Self-control,

Perseverance's solid saddle,
Prudence’s trusty bridle-rein,
Enterprise’s elastic stirrup,

And Experience’s curb of pain ?
TWhe will mount the gallant courser #
Who can ride him to the goal—

Through the paths of life uneven
To the temple of the soul ?
But he wary !'ah, be wary !
Long the road, the time unknown !
And at morn, the rein is wanting,
And at cve, the spur is flown,
And, erc noon arrives, the rider
Ot so far has gone astray,
That, when evening's deecpens,
He has net recalled the way,
Then be cantious at the starting,
Tho’ the path be smeoth and clear,
For the time—the time of spurring—
I3 when home and night are near.
Lrnest Jones.

Speaking of Mr. Beecher’s 7oth birthday, an old New
Yorker said : I like Beecher, IHe has done more to
cool off Hades than any other man that ever lived.” A
New Yorker would like any man who would do that,—
Doston Post.

A minister of the name of Sparks, whose pastorate
lay in the north, was the father of thirteen children,
At the baptism of the thirteenth an aged brother divine,
desirous to choose what seemed to him an appropriate
description of the life of 2 man, called on the congrega-
tion to join in singing the afth paraphrase, beginning
with the line, “ As sparks 1 quick succession rise.”
So unconscious was he that he could not understand
the people’s titter, until, when he descended from the
pulpit, his pun was explained to hin,
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To a man contaminated by sensuality ncither the
Vedas, nor liberality, nor sacrifices, nor strict oliserv-
ances, nor pious austerities will procure felicity.—2AlExu.

The true sage dwells upon carth as the bee that
gathers sweetness with his mouth and wings, without
harming the eolor and perfume of the flowers.—BuUpoHa.

Return bad treatment with equity and remember
kindness with kindness. Never do to others what you
would not have others do to you. Fix thy theughts on
duty; practice without ceasing the virtue of humanity,
and if you have leisure cultivate the arts.—CoxrFurcius.

As the earth supports those who trample it under
footand rend its bosomwith the plough,weshould return
good for evil. Let the right hand of the good man be
always open to the poor and the unhappy ; and let him
never boast of his benefits.—Cnrisuxa,

Forsake all evil ; bring forth good ; master thine own
thoughts ; suchis Buddha’s path to the end of all pain.
Overcome evil with good, the avaricious with generosity,
the falsehcod with truth. One day of endeavour is
better than a hundred years of slott —Buppaa,

In all things let reasen be your guide.  Ineverything
you do censider the end,  Study excellence and aim at
acquiring it.  Reverence thy parents. Cherish thy
friends. TLaws are like cobwebs which entangle the
lesser sort; the greater break through.—Sorex,

Strength of mind depends upon schriety, for this
keeps reason unclouded by passion. Youth should be
habituated to obedience, for it will then find it casy te
obey the authority of reason. Every man ought to act
and spealk with such integrity that no ene would have
occasion to doubt his simple affirmation.—PyTiicoras.

Dowhat you think to be right whatever people think
of you. Despise alike their censure and their praise,
The rational mind of man is more excellent than this
sensitive soul, as the sun is more excellent than the
stars; the discourse of a philesopher is vain if ne
passion of man is healed thereby.—PyTiiGoras.

Do not allow thyseif to be carried away with anger,
Reply to thy enemies with gentleness. Take not that
which belongs to ancther. Contend constanutly against
evil. Succour the poor and refuse not hospitality,
Avoid everything calculated to injure others, IHaveno
companionship with a man who injures his neighbors,
~—ZOROASTER,

O beloved Pan, and all ye other gods of the place,
grant me to become beautiful in the inner man, and
that whatever outward things I may have may be at
peace with those within, May I deem the wise man
rich, and may I Fave such portion of gold as none but
a prudent man can cither bear or employ. Do we need
anything else, Phadrus ¥ For myself, I have prayed
enough,—SoCcRATES

The perfectly just man is he whe Joves justice for its
own sake, not for the honors and advantages which
attend it, who is willing to pass for unjust while he
pradlices the most exact justice; who will not suffer
himself te be moved by diserace or distress, but will
continue steadfust in the love of justice—not because it
is pleasant, but because it is right.—PraTo.

We are created for the sake of mankind and to be
useful to cach other, Nature endears man to man.
Nothing is more natwal te man than kinduness.
Knowledge scems isolated and barren unless accom-
panicd by love of all men and trust in our common
brotherhood.  All men are plainly bound tegcther.
Duty is always performed when the advantage of man-
kind is sought. Ie is a pood man whe benefits as
many pcople as possible and harms nobody,  True
philosophers have not neglected the advantages and
interests of mankmd, Care for other men and serve
the common brotherhood. Nething is so much in
accord with nature as utility. The standard of utility
Is the same as that of movality. Whatever is useful is
virtuous, though it does not at first secm s0,—Cicrro.

If you are handsome, do handsome things; if deformed,

supply the defects of your nature by your virtues, Be
slow 1n undertaking, and resolute in exceuting.  Praise

not a worthless man for the sake of his wealth.—Biass.

Goethe condemned the practice of congratulation
upon marriage. ¢ It is” he said, “as absurd as con-
gratulating a man on having drawn a lottery ticket
before you know whether it is a prize or a blank.”

Sound health, moderate fortune, and a mind stored
with knowledge—these arc the grand ingredients of
happiness. True happiness consists in perfect health,
a moderate fortune, and a life free from cffeminacy and
ignorance.~-THaLEs.

Friends are one soul in two bodics. A virtuous life
is itself a source of delight. The purest and noblest
pleasure is that which a good man derives for virtuous

actions. Happiness consists in condut conformable
to virtue.—ARISTOTLE,

Extreme Unction—a most venerable sacrament of
the Romish Church, and very efficacious in frighten-
ing the dying. It consists principally in greasing the
brogans of those who are about departing on a journey
to another werld.—VoLTuaire,

Prefer labor to idleness, unless you would prefer rust
to brightness. The truly learned are not those who
read much, but those whe read what is useful.  Young
people should be taught those things that will be useful
to them when they become men.—ARisrirrus.

If we are to seek no subterfuges, if we are not to halt
between two opinions, if our yea is to be Yea, and our
nay Nay—if we are to speak as honorable and straight-
forward men-—then we must recognize the fact that we
are no longer Christians,—STrauss.

Love is the god which gives the greatest safety. A
true philosopher, unless prevented, will faithfully serve
the state. Most people seele in the tavern for that
pleasure which is to be found in labor, Whether the
slave has become so by conquest or by purchase, the
master’s title is bad.—ZEexo.

The Edinburgh Revicw, in a paper on the prosecution
of the Jews, truly states that * prosclytes from Judaism
are very rare.”  If the new Jerusalem does not descend
until all the sons of Israel are enlisted under the banner
of the cross, it may not be expected until the Greels
Kalends, at the present ratc of progression.~—THE
I'REETHINKER.

Woman in the Christian system “was represented
(Lecky, Hist, Morals, vol. 1, pp. 335—40,) as the
door of hell, as the mother of ali haman ills, She
should DLe ashamed of the very thought that she
s a woman. She should live in continual penance
on account of the curses she has brought upon the
world, Sheshould be ashamed of her dress, for it is the
memorial of her fall,  She should especially be ashamed
of her heauty, for it is the most potent instrument of the
demon.”’

"

LABOR IN LOVE FOR TIUMANITY S SAKI,

While ignorance darkens our heavenmaide soul,
While bigotry holds oer a movtal coutrol,

While slavery robs men of virtue and will,

And war has his gory bard lifted to Lill,

While want can a brosher's heart soreow ful make,
We'll labor in love for Humanity’s salke,

Though some that were friends in aflliction may fail ;

Thongh higots may frown, and like tivers assuil ;

Though felons may seek with the despot to hind us,

And Lmovant priests with their errors to Blind g ;

Though stealthy assassins our lives fain wonld take,
. We'll labor in love for Humanity's sake.

Till Freedom arise in her might from the grave,
Al elaim as her child every down-trodden slave,
Till plenty shall gladden cach dwelling on cartly,
Al sadness aud sorrow are banished by mirth ;
Till no hond remains for the freeman to break,
We'll labor in love for Humanity's sake.

No storms shall discourage, no dangers repel ;
All gordness is with us ; it cau but be well,
No angel shall tempt us our duty to shirk
No demon shall soare us from doing the work ;
No mortal shall coax us our covenant to break,
To labor in love {ur ITumauity’s salke,
Wiltioan Denion,
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ANTIQUITY OF THE RACES OF MEN
(By 8. M. Curg, M.D,, F.LS, &)
{Concluded from our last.)

Another invasion of India by a Mogul chief named Oghuz
Khan teok place 200 years after this date, and between B.C.
1800 and B.C. 1600 several other Tartur hordes invaded
India, Cashmere &e. Not only do we sce how numerous thess
people were in India and the necighliouring countries four
thousand years ngo, but we can casily learn how advanced
was their civilization at this date ; theivliterature waseven
then copious, their learned language had even then » most
perfeet inflectional, and precise form ; its grammar was well
understood, and many treatises then existed upon granmar,
astronomy, and there were several perfect poems. Its re-
ligious works then cantained the Vedie hymns, and in the
Rig Veda alone there were 1028 hymmns, each with an
average of ten verses, aud soon after the composition of the
Brabamanas, and Sutras, and Upanashads, with the Puranas,
were begun, und wany other literary compositions com-
pleted.

So great wus the number of people in Babylon and India
ab the time of Ninug, who founded Nineveh, Le being the
son of Nimred, that his wife Semiramis invaded India with
an army of three mitlions and a half of men to attack the
king of that country, Virasena, sometimes called Stabro-
bates, who brought four million men into the field and
conquered, and drove her back.,  Thus there were over seven
millions of men engaged in &hiscampaign. But we bave to
remember the date of 1000 years finds the Hindoos in India,
where they had conquered the aberiginals of that coantry,
whom we knowas the Dravidiun race, a black or dark brown
peaple, speaking a tongue very different from the immigrat-
ing and colonizing Hindoos ; but previous to this, 4000 years
baek, we tind the Hindoos coming down very gradually duy-
ing the preceding ages through the Punjaub, the passes of
the Himalayas, and the Hindoo Cooslh, by suceessive migra-
tions from the highlands of Asin, where was their ancient
Liowe, in whiclk place dwelt the Aryan ancestors from which
they had cowme a thousand years before, and where, between
five and six thousand years ago, these same Aryans weve
scttled in civilized communities, spoke a language like
the Banserit, and were sending out tribes of men who, known
as Gauls, Celts, Greeks, Sclavs, Hindoos, were colonizing
Europe and Asia and dispossessing the aboriginals of their
lands.  And not only are plilologists able to trace up the
roots of the words of the many hilo-germanic tongues into
this ancient Arynn language, but ethnologists, from skulls,
bones, &c, can trace the relationships, while archwologists
can also prove the afiinitics,

1t would take up too mach space to do this here, but in
a work I am now engaged upon this will be all clearly set
out and cstablished. In Egypt, Menes established Mon-
archy B,C. 2,188, or 4,071 years ago, but before him many
other moenarchs had there reigned, and from this date exact
histories show the state of the people to modern times ; and
the more modern of their wreitings in hiersglyphics, ov in
the Hierarchie, or in the Dematic scripts, the move power-
fully is forced uponourminds the enormons strides this people
Liad rade in the arts, manufactures, and general knowledge,
wliile their political and demestic economics and systemns of
philosophy come out better the more we read and learn of
them, And although we are only now beginning to discuss
the vights of women, these were fully sebont and established
in Beyptian practics, and are written of in deeds thousands
of years oldl.

Iaving got back six thousand years among the civilized
and partly civilized peoples, whose listory has cone down
to us, we have to trace the history of mnen on the globe favther
back without the aid of historians, either on the stone monu-
ments, on clay tablets, or on written papyri, and have to
take other kinds of evidenco of Liow men lived before these
dates, and what sovt of men they were. ut we find their
bones preserved to us in the caves, in the peat-mosses, in the
moraines and gravels, and clay beds, and petrified in the
rocks, and we also find their tools, their weapons, their im-
plements for sewing, spiuning, digging, &e. Their canoes
are there, and the sceds they sowed, the remmnants of their
Liouses, and their ornuments, and some of their drawings and
paintings. In America, we sec their burial places, their
earthworks for defonce, their pottery, their animals that
they tamed or hunted, and other matters connected with
them,  And thus, with all the evidences presented to vy so

1

abundantly, we are able to lewrn with certainty that for
thousands of years before the light-brown, the white, or the
yellow lived on this earth, a reddish-brown race preceded
them ; and anterior to this, a durker brown race lived, very
much like the present Esquimaus, but that before all these
the negro, or very dark brown, or Llack races lived, and
moved, and Lunted over the whole earth, These were the
most ancient of all.  They neither planted, nor built ; they
only hunted the wild aniwmals, ate them for food and picked
the wild fiuits and roots, and lived upon these; had no
scttled homes, always roving about, savages pureand simple,
using stones and clipped fiints as weapons, with clubs and
spears of wood.  But even low as these were in the scale,
they differcd considerably, as do their descendants to this duy,
as we see them now in the aboriginals of Australia, the
Andaman Islands, the Aheta of the Phillippines, the black
hairy people of the forests or wilder parts af Japan, and the
sort of peopile found in the densest forests of Malacea, Borneo,
Siam, and Melanesia, But these more or less crossed with
the lighter brown races, Polynesinn, Bhuruatas, or Malays,

Thus in the eavliess times of man’s being on the Earth we
learn that he wag a black man of the lowest type, and that
he lived for thousands of years in the greatest barbarism,and
also that the types and races were always lmproving, until
we at last arrive at those races that arve left where the era of
written history begins.

THE LORD'S PRAYLER.

“The model prayer known s the Lord's Prayer, with
which Jesus furnished his followers, he evidently borrowed
from Jewish literature, The few instances of verbal differ-
ence between itand the following translation of a part of the
Jewish Huchologues, made by a revered and pious Claistian,
may be the result of a little alteration effected by time,
either in the Christlun ov the Jewish prayer, or even in
betl ; or may have arisen either from Jesus's impeifect
recollection of the Jewish prayer, or from the imperfees
wanner in which his repetition of it was rsported by the
Evangelists, The principal difference, however, is caused
by Jesus’s omission of several words found in the Jewish
prayer, which would indicate that Le knew it but imper-
fectly., But even now, at this distant time, when each has
undergone a translation from a dead lunguage, they are so
much alike that they afford ample internal evidence of their
identity, Tho Jewish prayer runs thus:—¢ OQur Father,
which art in heawen, be macious to us, O Lord ouwr God;
hallowed be thy name, and let the remembrance of thee be

glovified én Jemven above, and upon carth here below.  Let
thy Lingdom reign over us, now and for ever. The holy

men of old said, remit and forgive unto all men whatsocver
they have done against me. diwd lead us not into templo-
tion, but deliver us from the evil thing, For thine is the
kingdom, and thou shalt reign in glory, for ever and for
evermorc,” (The works of the Rev. Joln Gregorie, 1. 163,
Lond. 1685}  All the expressions italicised in the foregeing
prayer will he found in the following [the Lovd’s prayer].
Well might Basnage say that the Jew had an ancient
peayer called the Aadish, precisely like Jesus’s prayer; and
Wetsteln remark that it is o curious fact that the Lovd’s
prayer may be reconstructed almost verbatim out of the
Talmud. . . . .. DButas Jesus's prayer is so muel shorter
and smoother in expressions [than the foregoing], while it
hag searcely o word, and certainly not a single idea, that is
not in the Jewish prayer, much older than his time, the
proof is complete thut either le, or some one else, bor-
rowed it from the Jewish Tilmud—a production—Ilike all
the Jowish writings—-very justly represented, cven by
learned Christians, ag replete with the mest absurd and
fabulous tales that were ever penned by the religious guides
of any nation.” (% The T'rophet of Nazareth” by I, P.
Meredith, page 426.)

[In a debate ab a meeting of the Wanganul Free-
thought Association the Christinn disputant in  his
reply stated that the Mishna of the Talmud was
written A.D. 250, nnd thercfore he claiined orviginality
for the praycr of Jesus, It wouln have been as
periinent, and have shown as profound a knowledge of
the subject, to have argued that o history published in
1800 of the Baconian philosophy, was the date when that
philosophy was given to the world ! He did not appavently
Enow that the Rubbing whose commentaries ave given in
the Talmud were mostly anterior to the Christian era.]
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IRECT IMPORTER.

R, A, ADAMS,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DRAPER, TAILOR,
AXD DRESSMAKLER.

P A T E AL

EDWIN J. KING,

LACHEDR of Pianoforte, Violin, Cor-

nopean, ete,, et Music provided for

BaLLs, ParTiES, PIcxices, ETC, in town or
coontry,

BRASS OR STRING BANDS.

E. J. King and fons’ Unrivalled Quadrille
Band,

Acspeny ofF Mrsic:
ST. HILL STREET, WANGANUTL

JAMES THAIN & €O,
IRON & HARDWARE MERCHANTS,

IMPORTELS 0¥ —
Americar Goods, Agricnitural Implements,

Brusliware, Lampware, Taints, Qils, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act,

VICToRIA AVENTE,
Tavro Quay, axn St HILL STREET,

WANGANTL

WILLIAM MITCHELL,
GARTER & FORWADRDING AGENT,

ST. HILL STREET, YWANGANUL

Country Ovders promptly attended to,

FREEMA-}T R. JACKSOX,

ATCTIONEER & STOUK SALESIAN,
WANGANTUI AXD HAWIERA

Agent for Wellington steamers—HULA and
TUL

Northern S.8. Cos steamers—
ROWENA and MAacGRLEGOR,

2 L]

VICTORIA AVENUE.

SPRING AND SUMMER SEASOXE,

1833-4.
J. PAUL
:E_ A" the pleasure of advising his

numerous customers that he is now
opening up his firsé shipment of

SPRING AND SUMMER GOODS,

imported direct from the leading manufac-
turers of the United Kingdom and Frauce,
and bought under cxceptionally favoralle
terms. The whole of this large shipment
will be marked very low, and intending
purchasers will tind that, for

ECONOMY AND VARIETY

my establishment is second to none in
the colony.

J. AU L,

Drarer aAsxp CLOTUIER,

Victoria Avenue.

| A, M. LOASBY & (O,
(Successors to Wakefield & Hogg),
WHOLESALE AND RWTAIL CHEMISTS
AND DRUGGISTS,

VICTORIA AVESUT, WANGANUI

M. LOASBY & CO. respectfully
. solicit the patecnage of the inhabi-
tants of Wanganui and surrounding districts.
The stock has been largely inereased, and,
where consl.went withsupplying good avicles,
prices have been materially diminished.
Orders or Prescriptions by lPost or Tele-
graph forwarded by first chance, without
exception.
Surgical Dentistry (including Scaling,
Stopping, and lixtracting) a specialty.

W, H NETTLESHIPE,
{Late King & Co.),
ANUFACTURING JEWELLER.
M

GOLD AXD SILVER SaITi,

Electro-plater and Gilder, Masonic Jeweller
and Medalist.

VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANUIL.

GEORGE CALAMAN,
TEA MERCHANT AND GENERAL
PLROVISION DEALER.

VICTORIA AVIENTUEL

TVANGANTL

ENCOURAGE NLEW ZEALAND
INDUSTRILES,

FFHE NEW ZEALAND CLOTHING

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hands,
pn, TWENTY-THRELE BRANCHIES!
now opened in New Zealand.
WaxcaxtI BrRAxr :

CORNER OF VICTORIA AVEXNTUE
AND RIDGWAY STRELT.

Wi AFILYELD . Maxicsr,

SHARPE,
'_'[_IAVING left the Corner, has removed
to New Premises next Bank of New South
Wales, Wanganui, where le will be happy

to meet all his customers in future.

J. COBULY,
'VVHOLESALE AND RETAIL
YEUITERYL,

VICToria AVENTE, Waxgavtl

Fresh Qysters by every Auckland steamer.

THE CORNER BOOT SI[OT.

I N 8 w 0o 7T 1’48,

EVERYBODY KNOWS IT.

Jas, GRAIAM,
PLUMBLR, GABFITTLER, TINSMITH,

Live,, Lime.

Ripoway STREET, WaxcaNuUL

TOM TERRY,
T ICENSED YVICTUALLER.
A4
RESIDENCE :

OCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

WANGANTILL
JUHN KENNEDY,

:E OTELKEEPER AXD GENERAL
STOREKEEPER,
K ENDNUETD Y’'S§.

J. . McDUFF,

COACH-BUILDER AXD IMPORTER,
WANGANTUI.

BEING a thorongh, practical tradesman,
having a full stall of first-class rechanics,
and using only the hest materials, customers

can rely on getting Sound, Relialle Work,

with a Superior Finish,

8. MAXNSOR,

G_ENERAL STOREEEETER,
RECLATMED Laxp,

A N G A XN U 1

{And at Murimoto.)

W

H

W. SPRIGGENS,
BOOT AND SIIOE MANUFACTURER,

VIctoris AVENTE, WaxgaNTr,

Importer of every deseription of Ladies’,
Gents’, and Children’s Boots and Shoes,

DONALD TOSS,
CABINETJIAKER & UPHOLSTERER,
Tarro Quay, Waxgaxvr,

A large stock of
£ CALIETS AND TFURNITURE =%
O LVERY DLIESURTPTION

ALWAYS

ON HAND.

JAMES LAIRD

]}IAS much pleasure in announcing to
Country Scttlers that his NEW SKEDS,
suitable for the season, are now to hand in
fine condition—comprising Turnip, Rape,
Mustard, Grass Sced, &ec. All seeds care-
fully packed and forwarded first oppor-
tunity. Trice Lists sent free, and every
information on application.

JAMES LAIRD,
WIOLESALE  AND HETATL SEEDSAAY,
Taupo Quay, Wanganui.

Printed and published by AL Do Willis, at his Caxton
Drinting Works, Victoria Avenue, Wapganui, New
Zealand, November g, 1883,
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