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THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

THE PHILOSQOPHY O SECULARISAM.

Real life—that is, an oviginal rclation to man and to
the universe, worship of one's own ideal, conseeration
by one’s own love-—has for ages been postponed by
despairing hearts to another world, and thither where
their hearts were their treasures followed,  DBut that
waking grows din.  The future is all unsure. Lost
oppertunities are lost for ever, He who throws away
his life upon dogmas or dreams is as one who throws
life away in dissipation. lLet every heart arvise and
claim its full measure of cxistence !

The weakest will is strong enough to scledt its right
elements and organize its fair life, if it be only free—
free to concentrate itself each instant upon the nearest
need of life—the essential condition of every farther step.
It is the single, siaple will, intent each mement onlits
truest and best, which finds those moments ever weaving
the general life into beauty, and virtue into joy.—Mon-
cure D. Conway.

ATHEISTS.

Pref. Tyudal, in alluding to Atheists, says - —

Tt mav comfort some to know that there are among ns many
whom the'gladiators of the pulpit wounld call Atheists and MMaterial-
ists, whase lives, nevertheless, as tested by any accessible standard
of morality, would contrast more than favorably with the lives of
those who seek to stamp them with this offensive brand, VWhen T
say offensive, [ refer simply to the intention of these who use such
terms, and not because Athelsm and Materizhsm, when compared
with many of the notions ventilated in the celumns of religious
newspapers, have any partienlar offensiveness to me.  If I wished
to find men who are scrupulous in their adherence to engagenments,
whose words are their bond, and to whom moral shiftiness of any
kind is subjectively unknown ; if Twanted o loving father, 2 faithiul
husband, an honorable neighbor, and a just eitizen, T wealdseek
him in the band of Atheists to which 1 rcefer. T hove koown some
of the most prenounced among them, not only in life, Lut indaath
seen them approaching, with open eves, the inexcrable goal, with
no dread of 2 hargman’s whip, with no hope of a heavenly crown,
and still as mindful of sheirduties, and asfaithinl in the discharze
of them, as if their eternal future depended upon their Iatest deeds.”

"

AN ANGLICAN CLERGYAAN ON TIIE
OLD TESTAMENT,

The Reverend A R, Fiichett, in a sermon preacned
in Al Saints Church Dunedin, on Sunday the 26t
August, replied to a ledture of Judge Tiginbotham's on
“ Science and Religion,” wind made the tollowing obscr-
valions (reported in the Dunedin Stary, on the averment
that— The Churches wore cemmitted to anthropo-
morphic conceptions of God Inconsistent witl the teach-
ings of Modern Scicuce ™ i —

ANTIRIPGMORPITISH,

The Churches were charged with maintaining anthropnm wphic
views of the Dicty, and so with presenting to the people as the
object of worship a different Cud to the God revenrted in natire an:l
known througl science.  Amtiropomerphism s the attriputing of
a hawman form wo God—human parts and passions—the conceiving
of the Dicty as like ourselves. The lectirer himself expliinad why

pptions woere natural in the carly stages of the vace’s
mental  development, and admitted that they were Inevitable,
Before the advent of mudern science this planet appearad o be the
principal body in
appendages for

=g, moun, and st woere meve
;man was concelved ax the chicet
intellizent erenturs of the Divine
government,  Gad reloned over the kingdems of men
menarchh over the satyaps who governsl his provinees
Wings, irrespensivle, arbitravy in Lis action, varving in Dl
capable of veing deflected from His purpoese by lmman entreaty,
God in short, was mainly conceived as o magninied man, and in the
childhood of the race it was natural so to concoive him,

TIIE OLD TESTAMENT.

Anthropemorphic eonceptionzs mudnnbiedly pervade the Tiebrew
Seriptares.  The OLd Testament s the record of veligons develup-
ment in a pavticular peeple. At the beginnivg of Jewish history
Jehovah is a tribe God—the God of Alraliam, Isane, and Jagob,
11e is a God anengst other and rival gods —greater than they, but
it was long before the Jewish mind was cleaved of the notinn that
the gods of other tribes and otherregions had a real existence.  As
the tutelary deity of the clan, Jehoval was enshrined or tabernagiod
in a dwelling, At Salem was his thboernacle, and Lis dorelting in
Zion. In the hely place of the Temple the lid of the Atk was
Jehovali's throne; the cherubic fignies on cither side were the
attendants on his state; the tuble of the shewbread was spread
Lefore him every week, i keeping with the idea of his residence
there. The phenomena of the natural world the Jew referred to the
direct action of Deity. The thander was Jehoval's voice, Whe
lightning “His arrows.  He lools upon the carth and it trembles ;
He touches the hills and they smokie— that was the Hebrow expla-
nation of the carthquake and the voleano. It is tolerably certain

thai this crude anthropomorphism was refined into poetry as mental
development proceeded. The old phraseology was retained, but
was accepted as figurative, Thus in I'salm oy we have: * Who
Tayeth the hreams of higchambers in the waters,” € ¢., in the watery
firmament overhead ; © who maketh the clouds His chariot, and
wualhuilt upon the wings of the wind.” Probably the intelligent
Hebrew no more believed that God Luilt chambers in the sky than
he believed that the wind had wings.  Both expressions were under-
stood as poctry.  In the more clevated utterances of the prophets
anthropomorphism is condemned ami repudiated . ** Canst thou by
scarching find out God 7' " To whom will ye liken God ? or what
likeness will ye compare unto Him ?° " God is not man that he
should le, nor the son of man that he should repent”  Ewven before
the advent of Christ Hebrew thonght had made long advances to-
wards a purer and more spiritual conception of God than that
formed by the primitive tribe,

ANTIIROTOMORPHIAM ENDS WITH JESUS CIIRIST.

The consummation of this progress came in the teaching of Jasus
Christ. * Godis aspirit.” That isthe final word about the naturs
of God, Teyond it we have not got; cannot hope to get.  God is
a spirit; God dwelleth not in temples made with hands; is not
localised either in *' this mountain '’ or in the shrine of the © holy
place ' at Jerusalem. These utterances supersede for ever the
anthropomorphism of the Old Testament, That the ancient Jew
concelved of God as possessing corporeal parts and human passions
as being domiciled in a building, as subject to change—"' repenting
him " aud beirg ** grieved at the heart.”—as entreating to be ‘' let
alone " that he may carry out his original purpose unhindered by
human importunity —that these were men's thoughts of God thirty
centuries ago is nothing to us, QOurs isnot the theology of the Old
Testament, but of the New,

THE LATER REVELATION,

Since the truth was enunciated that God is a spirit we have
learned much.  Not, indeed, respecting the ultimate nature of God
—on that subject the final word has been spoken—Dbut respecting
the methods of Gad's action, This is the contribution to theelogy
which has been made by modern science.  We have learned that
the Creator Spirit, still at work, works in methods ahsolntely fixed
and vnvarying.  The changeless  laws of nature ™ are merely the
mades in which we observe the creative and sustaining power of
God 1o work, Al modern science 1s a commeontary on the New
Testament text which affirms that God s the * Father of Lights,”
with whom s no variableness, neithor shadow of turninz”  Un-
questionably the miost deeply-rooted conviction in the educated lay
mind of to-dayv is thatof the reizn of law, the uniformity of Naturs,
the unbroken eontinuity which links eifect with canse inall natural

phenomenn. Does the teaching given in the churehes contlict with
that conviction?  We bave saen that Jesus Christ finally dismissed
the elider anthropomorpliam by enunciating the tuidd thar Godis

S0 Hlave we, notwithsinding, gone back 1o idens proper
thie childhoad of the vace ? Is the God of the charches a
different God to the Gzd of the University ciass room. That is
the question remaining now to be answerad.

RELIGION V., TREETHOUGHT

The prineipal business of the day with great nntions 15 to destroy
AMiliions of men have
rolision ~~Every nation s

Been kilield in the name of
groaningy wnler the burthen of debt
ncurred 1 carcyiivg o wars against other Christian nations, Tho
world is covered with forts to keep Christians from killing Christ-
aus, and every soa is covered with iron monsters made to blow
Chri brainsinto froth.
teugctiier o unity.

Verily, it s sweet to see brethren dwell
There must be some other way to civilize and
We have tricd creed and dogma and superstition,
ad they have failed miserably,

humanize man.
Let us try tberty. We need
WWe need have no fear of Lemng
On every hawd the peeple are advancing,  The men of

co-—cxploring the heavens and the ecarth und the gloomy
caverus, peoplod with tie demons of the past—are the angelis of to-
day.

Scicnee digs a ¢lod from the carth and makes it into some
great giant that turns with tireless arms the countless wheels of toil,
—Col, It, G. Ingersoll.

DLECAD

LENCE O THE SUPLERNATURAL,

« The wversal klea of the interposition of a personal
ageney in the most common concerns of every-day life,
and the most ordinary natural processes inherited by the
European, has hecome gradually discarded.  Asscience,
by succossive efforts, explaing the sequence and changes
m nalural phenomena, so mystericus to ignorance, the
idlen of personal agency becomes gradually climinated,
awd driven further beyond the region of diredt obser-
vation and experience.  And, as it escapes ordinary
attdntion, the iden of a supernaturalisi gradually fades
from the recolleétion, and ceases matenally to influcuce
condud L — Wesbiuluster eview.

The lover of truth, since he observes it in matters of
no conscquence, will obscrve it still more in matters of
consequence ; for inasmuch as he who is cauticus of
falsehood for its own suke, will surely be cautious of it
as being disgraceful; and such a man is praiseworthy,
—ARISTOTLE.



