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The Rev. Mr. Cameron, a clergyman of the English
Church, responded to an invitation of the Wanganui
Freethought Association to deliver an address on a
subject to be selected by himself—presumably on one
involving the Christian and Freethought positions. He
objected, however, to the condition that there should
be a discussion at the end of his discourse, and pre-
ferred to make his own arrangements. His subject
was entitled ¢ Truth Wins,”' and was clucidated in
the advertisement by the following syllabus :— The
Spiritual Reveals the Natural—Course of the Natural
explaining the Spiritual—The key to whole question—
Christ and Darwin—The plan of thought and purpose
—The Bible the most brilliant of books—Science and
Religion twin Sisters, though long unknown to each
other—Cosmogony of Scripture corresponds essentiaily
with the Scientific—DBiblical statements confirmed by
modern investigation.” IL appears that the
of Wellington was made acquainted with Mr. Cam-
eron's intentions, for a gentle admonition was sent
advising the champion of orthodoxy to confine
himself to his parochial work. The recommendation
has been taken as a command, and Mr. Cameron has
withdrawn his announcement from the papers. Itis
apparent that the Bishop thinks Mr. Cameron isnot a
“likely * controversialist, or that the ¢ verities” are
best left undisturbed.

Mr. Cameron is an original thinker, and has dis-
covered an universal solvent for the doubts of sceptics.
In a letter to a paper, defining his position and announc-
ing the discovery, he says, “ Apply the principles of

logic and pure mathematics, and you can positively |

assert that man, even from the works of Nature around
him, can ‘assert’ that there *isa God., The Christian
has, therefore the positive as regards a God, and the
negative as regards a Christ, a Holy Spirit, an after
life, and a resurredtion.”  This remarkable eleciric
thesis of negatives and positives is characterised at least
by raciness and freshness, The idea of God being
positive and Clirist negative would hardly have sug-
gested itself to the speculative TFreethinker, It undoubt-
edly has the merit of being difficult to answer, and we
know not whether the Christian or his antagonist will
feel the more indebted to Mr. Cameron for his ““mathe-
matical ” investigations, Trom the historical point of
view, the terms would probably be reversed ; we mean
that the historical evidence is rather in favour of the
existence of Jesus, who might have been more appro-
priately placed at the positive pole of Mr. Cameron's
battery. Logically, the Christian’s negative, according
to Mr. Cameron, appears to be equivalent to a denial
of Christ and the resurrection.

Evolution has lately been making converts in strange

latitudes. The Rev. Mr. Fitchett, a Church of England

clergyman at Dunedin, finds in the God of the Old
Testament a being undergoing progressive develop-
ment, until he emerges from a state of pupilage at the
time of Christ, who thinks of him as a Spiril,
Fitchelt’s sermon appears in our columns as reported
in one of the Dunedin papers, and it is almost impos-
sible, we think, to have the anthropomorphous concep-
tion of the Jewish people more graphically described.
This tribal God scems from Mr. Fitcheit's sketch to

Bishop !

Mr.

{ butes of a crude man-like apprehension,

have been something more than an anthropomorphous
deity—a Pantheistic conception of Nature in her
various nwoods. The evolution process went on, until
at length * Hebrew thought had made long advances
towards a purer and more spiritual conception of God
than that formed by the primitive tribe.” It is for |
orthodoxy to account for the imperfect revelation, If
the alleged miraculous events of the Old Testament
werebuttheequivalentof “a crude anthropomorphism,”
the antetypes have no meaning, and the “ scheme of
redemption " is deprived of the pillars on which it was
supported. To affirm that * God is a Spirit,’ is to say
the final word, Mr. Fitchett asserts, about the nature
of God. But the word Spirit conveys no meaning
without a number of attributes, and only suggests a
new departure in evolution. The God of the Jews is a
being, according to our authority, of the materialistic
Did it never
occur that the Spirit idea was subject to the same law
of development? But may we not be asking tco
much? The treatnient of the * primitive tribe’ and
their anthropomorphous God is so bold and thorough
that we may well pause until the reader has recovered
breath.

The term * Liberal © in the United States is equiva-
lent to that of Freethought and Freethinker, Secular
and Secularist in England and the colonies. In factit
connotes nearly all that the word Freethought does in
the idiom with which we are familiar, On one peoint
we feel somewhat uncertain. The word does not seem
to include the Spiritualistic en/éws, if we may judge from
the circumstance that in some colledtions, we have
« Liberal Hymuns " and ¢ Spiritualistic Hymns,” care-
fully distinguished by namec aund association from each
other. In Sydney, it would appear,the term * Liberal”
has been introduced from America by the Freeshought
party, and is in a fair way of being acclimatised. We
hope it will not become a designation of the party in

. New Zealand, for the following reasons: The term

I their terminology.

Liberal is already the designation of one of the political
parties in the Celony, and it would be impossible to
appropriate it to the Ireethought movement without
creating confusion, and causing in all probability mis-
chief. Freethinkers belong to all political parties, and,
though one of their greatest objects is sccial ameliora-
tion by political means, there is no reason why they

i should not remain in the ranks where, each one judging

forhimsclf, theymay think they can achicve the greatest
good, In a word, Ireethought, as such, has no con-
nexion with political partics, and will do well to avoid
While thus thinking that the term
« Liberal " is inappropriate in this Colony at least, we
offer no objedtion to its use by cur American brethren,
where it may be “ racy of the soil,” and as expressive
of a distinét line of thought and organisation as arc
the terms Republican and Democrat when applied to
the great pelitical combinations of the country.

The late Sir George Bowyer, who since his reception
into the Roman Catholic Church was a very strong
Ultramontane, addressed to the Duke of Sutherland a
protest against the erection of a memorial to General
Garibaldi at Stafford Iousc. " The letter, which was
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written just two days before Sir George's sudden death,
runs as follows :—* My dear Duke,—1 am sorry to see
you deing honor to Garibaldi. You gave him hos.
pitality, but do you think he would have tolerated the
existence of a duke? If he had the power he would
have deprived you of your rank, and divided your
property anmong the Radicals.  He was a bitter atheist
—as bad as Bradlaugh—a thorough Communist and
Republican. When he commanded in Rome many
good and unoffending priests were murdered with his
sanction., He publicly defended political assassina-
tion. He derived great pecuniary profit from his
political crimes—a large salary, and the payment of
his own and his son’s debts. Iis life was passed in
conspiracy, violence, bloodshed, and blasphemy.—
Yours, GrorcE Bowver.” This mdi¢tment is rather
mixed. One point only requires to be noticed. It is
said Garibaldi * publicly defended political assassina-
tion.” If he did it was a grave fault, but we imagine
it was more of a blunder than a crime. 1t would have
turc of Garibaldi had
not led him to favor the ¢ last resort ' of the oppressed
in the case, for instance, of the tyrant of Naples.
Assassination is never justifiable, but the criies of
certain Italian rulers before 1855 made it a virtue in
the eyes of millions of Italians. In a large sense it is
true that ¢ his life was passed in conspiracy, violence,
bloodshed, and blasphemy,”—in the sense that each
phase here given of his carcer contributes te the great-
ness of a very noble charadter. It may be said that
Garibaldi conspired against tyrants; wiolenilv took pos-
sesston of the Government of Naples, conveyed thither
in an express train at the rate of forty miles an haour ;
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shed his blood for the cause of the oppressed, and was
rewarded with the never-dying gratitude of 2 nation
and dasphemed in denying the claims of superstition,
priesteraft, and fraud. Who would desire a better or
more enduring epitaph !

The clergy—stimulated doubtless by the advance of
Freethought—are uniting to demand Thble instruction
in the public schools.
it woukl be incxpedient to grant a request which would
wealen the national characier of the system, and cause

Trom the political point of view,

sections of the conmmunity (minerities) to feel that the
Frec.
thinkers, while sympathising with this vicw, have a

State was favoring the religion of the majority.

decided objection to children receiving moral instrudlion
from a beok o large part of which is immoral in its
tendency. The mythical part of religion, embodied in
dogma, concerns them but little, being casily disposed
of in argument—ithe best Bible scholars becoming not
seldom the most advanced and accomplished TFree-
thinkers. But when, for instance, a lust{ul, treacherous,
and cruel character is held up for admiration as a suc-
cessful man, gne after @ God’s own heart,” a lesson is
imparted which, unless the child has gifts of reason to
enable it to risc above the instrucdtion, may impress the
mind with the idea that an outward profession will
sanctity a life of hypocrisy and badness.  Believing all
this, thedutyof the Frecthinker is clear, namely, to resist
as far as his constituticnal privileges will enable him to
go, the introduciion of a bock of the kind into the
public schools.  And as this 1s the highest, it is the
best ground that can be taken up. An expurgated
Bible is somelimes advocated by Christians as a school-

book. The onus is on them to produce such a worl ;

but the irony of an expurgated revelation is too {rans-
parent to allow of the attempt in our time,

The question has been asked, “ Can a Mason be
consistently a member of a Freethought Association.”
In the United States no question has been more
frequently or more earnestly discussed, and apparently
is still far from being settled. The use made of the
Bible in Masonic Ceromonies as well as in Masonic
ritual has inclined some members of the Order to reply
in the negative. On the other hand it is held that though
Masonry is largely indebted to the Old Testament for
its symbols, allegory, and forms, it is essentially a
system of morality, universal in its adaptation to people
of all races and creeds, almost universal in its accept-
ance. With the latter view we agree; otherwise it
would have to be held that the ancient and memorable
order was a theological sect, instead of finding its
inspiration ir the sentiment that has been its proudest
boast-—the brotherhood of man.

The House of Representatives passed in its recent
L Bill abelishing
for a simple form of affirmation. A Quaker member,
Mr. Mason, was instrumental in inducing the House
The
majority in favor of the principle was overwhelming,
but this faét did not prevent the summary rejection of
the Bill in the Legislative Council, The privilege of
swearing was too valuable to be swept away with so
little notice, and now we may expect the history of the
Deceased Wife's Sister question repeated.  The pro-
fessors of Christianity do not appear to be conscious
of the tmmorality of the formula which draws a dis-
tinctior: between ¢ the truth” and * the whele truth.”
Equally cbtuse are they to the logical dilemma of ad-
juting God to /Ap them, and punishing them if je
should fail to render lis assistance. It is not surpris-
ing that Judge IHiginbotham should ask for a revised
Christianity as onc of the wants of the age.

to take this forward step in juridical reform,

To Freethinkers as a class at present in the minority,
the rejection of the School Elections Bill in the
Legislative Council was welcome news. The cumu-
lative system of voting for the Committees affords
minorities the opportunity of returning members in
proportion to their strength, This koth to
majoritics and minoritics. The system, consecrated by
time and usage, gave a majority the power to return

1s fair

cvery member; and it can easily be understood how
unsparingly such a power would be exercised when
Freethinkers In the matter
of cducation, the Freethought party cannot be teo
deeply interested. They must do battle in prescrving
the sccular charadter of the system intact. Hence
every change, whatever may be its ostensible object,
should be closely scrutinised to discover its tendency
as well as the motive of the author,  The opposition to
the educational system of the Celony is becoming every
year morc organised if not more formidable, We sec
the Anglican Church drawing up its forces in line with

had to be cexeluded.

the Catholics, while murmurings of discontent are
heard among the other sedts. Are the friends of the
existing secular system strong enough to withstand the
combined attack of its enemics ?  We care nothing for
What

verdict will the constituencies return when the appeal

existing combinationsin the General Assembly.
is made to them ? That will depend largely on the
prudence, intelligence, and organisation of the friends
of a free, secular, and compulsory system of national
cducation.
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The announcement that Professor Beesley and Mr.
Frederic Harrison are coming out to the colonies’on
a le¢turing tour has a twofold interest, They are hoth
profound thirkers, and Mr. Harrison is cne of the
greatest living masters of ¢ English pure and undefiled.’
The special interest to Freethinkers is that both are
Positivists, who recognise in Science the ¢ promise of
the life that now is, and of that which Isto come.” As
apostles of the School of Humanity, they will dwell on
the conditions on which the salvation of the race de-
pends, Positivism has put on one side the Supernatural,
and is emphatically the religion of History and Science.
The doctrine of the school has found reception in some
of the greatest brains of the age. This admits of no
doubt when we mention the names of Augustu Comte
Comte, the late G. H. Lewes, thelate Harriet Martineau,
Congreve, John Morley, Harrison, and Tyndal. But
what interests us equally to know is the progress the
culius 18 making among the people. Comte held
that all advance must come from above. His appeal
was (necessarily as we think) to the peaple in the upper
mansicns, who indeed were the only class likely to com-
prehend the doctrine until it found interpreters. We
have noticed that an effort is being made in England
to popularise and extend the influence of the Society.
Is this the object of the two apostles who are coming
amongst us 7 \Whatever their aims may be, we cannot
doubt that they are far above mere money-getting.
Freethinkers will therefore give them a hearty greeting.

THE CHRISTIAN FATHERS:

Their cwn testimeny, showing their qualifcations as men capable of weighing
evidence.

CLEMENT (a.D., CIRCA. 79.)

Reason given for a future resurrection:—% Let us
consider that wonderful sign that takes place in Eastern
lands—that is, in Arabia and the countries round
about. There is a certain bird which is called a
Pheenix.  This is the only one of its kind, and lives
500 years. And when the time of its dissolution draws
near that it must die, it builds itself a nest of frank-
incese and myrrh, and other spices, into which, when
the time is fulfilled, it enters and dies. But as the
flesh decays a certain kind of worm is produced,
which, being nourished by the juices of the dead bird,
brings forth feathers. Then when it has acquired
strength, it takes up that nest in which are the bones
of its parent, and bearing these, it passes from the
land of Arabia into Egypt, to thecity called Heliopolis.
And, in open day, flying in the sight of all men, it
places them on the altar of the sun, and having done
this, hastens back to its former abode. The priests
then inspect the registers of the dates, and find that it
has returned exactly as the sooth year was completed.”
(zst Epistle of Clement, chap. xxv).

{The same tale is mentioned by Tertullian (died a.p.
220) and Cytil of Jerusalem (died 4.p. 380.]

BARNABAS (COMPANION OF THE AFOSTLES)

Deals with the directions of Bleses as to clean and
unclean animals. “‘Thou shalt not eat the hyzna'
-+« .+ Wherefore? Because that animalannually
changes its sex, and is at one time male and at another
female. Moreover, he has rightly detested the weasel,
« « .+ .« For this animal conceives by the mouth,
Behold how well Moses has legislated.” (Epistle of
Barnabas, chap. x.).

“¢And Abraham circumcised ten and eight and
three hundred men of his household." VWhat then was
the knowledge given to him in this? Learn the
eighteen first, and then the three hundred, The ten
and the cight are thus denoted—ten by I, and cight by
H. You have Jesus. And because the Cross was to
express the grace by the T, he says also Three
Hundred. He signifies, therefore, Jesus by two letters,
and the Cross by one. . ., . No one has been
admitted by me to a more excellent piece of knowledge
than this, but I know ye are worthy. (Ibid, chap, ix).

IGNATIUS (DIED A.D. 10%).

The star of Bethlehem. “A star shone forth in
Heaven above all other stars, and the light of which
was inexpressible, while its novelty struck men with
astonishment. And zll the rest of the stars, with the
sun and moon, formed a chorus to this star. (Epistle
to the Ephesians, chap. xix.).

ORIGEN (DIED A.D, 254.)

‘I have this further to say to the Greeks who will
not believe that our Saviour was born ofavirgin: that
the Creator of the world, if he pleases, can make every
animal bring forth its young in the same wonderfdl
manner. As, for instance, the vultreres propagate thetr
kind in this uncommon wway, as the best writers of natural
history do acquaint us.” (Chap, xxxiii, quoted in
Diegesis, p. 319.)

IRENEUS {DIED 4.D, 202.)

“ John related the words of the Lord concerning the
times of the Kingdom of God: the days would come
when vines would grow, each with 10,000 shoots, and
to each shoot 10,000 branches, and to each branch
10,000 twigs, and to each twig 10,000 clusters, and to
each cluster 10,000 grapes, and each grape which is
crushed will yield twenty-five measures of wine. And
when one of the saints will reach after these clusters
another will ery: *I am a better cluster than thou;
take me and praise the Lord because of me.' Like.
wise a grain of wheat will produce 10,000 ears, each
ear 10,000 grains, each grain 10lbs of white flour,
Other fruits, and seeds, and herbs in proportion. The
whole brute creation, feeding on such things as the
earth brings forth, will become sociable and peaceable
together, and subject to man with all humility,”
(Quoted in Keim's * Jesus of Nazara,” p. 45.)

§T. AUGUSTINE {DIED A.D. 430.)

“He himself, being at that time Bishop of Hippo
Regius, had preached the Gospel of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ to a whole nation of men and
women that had no heads, but had their eyes in their
bosoms; and in countries still more southerly he
preachied to 2 nation among whom each individual had
but cne eye, and that situate in the middle of the
forehead, {**Syntagma,” p.33; quoted in “Diegesis,”
p- 257.)

CLEAR THE WAY,

Men of thought ! be up and stiring
Night and day :

Sow the secd, withdraw the curtain,
Clear the way !

Men of action, aid and cheer them
As ye may !

There’s a fount about to stream,

There’s a light about to beam,

There's & warmth about to glow,

There's a flower about to hlow ;

There's a midnight blackness changing
Into grey !

Men of thought and men of action,
Clear the way !

Onze the welcome light has broken,
Who shall say

Wiat the unimagined glories
Of the day ?

What the evil that shall perish
In its ray 7

Aid the dawning, tongue and pen ;

Aid it, hopes of honest men ;

Aid it, paper, aid it type,

Aid it, for the hour is ripe ;

And owr earnest must not slacken
Into play,

Men of thought and men of action,
Clear the way.

Lo g cloud’s about to vanish
From the day ;

And a brazen wrong to erumble
Into clay,

Lo ! the Right’s about to concquer,
Clear the way !

With the Right shall many more

Iinter smiling at the door ;

\With the glant Wrong shall fall

Mauny ethers great and small,

That for ages long have lield us
For their prey.

Men of thought and men of action,
Clear the way !

Cherles Mackay,



Passing  Aotes.

It is stated in a telegram that Mrs, Besant will shortly
leave London for America on a lecturing tour. She
would meet with a hearty welceme in every English-
speaking country in the world.

A commission was sent by Japan to give areport ofthe
influence of Christianity upon morals in England. After
eighteen menths of enquiry the decision was that Chris-
tianity had less restraint over crime, and cspecially
drunkenness, than Buddhism or the religion of Shinto,
so the public religion of Japan will remain un-
changed,

The test applied by Mr. Labouchere to Mr. Irving-
Bishop, the Thought Reader, was that the swhjeer who
knew the number of the note, and whose thoughts were
to be read, should be a man of undoubted honor, This
very necessary condition quite upset Mr. [rving-Bishop,
who took cover under the transparent subterfuge that
the holder of the note might be Mr. Firth, M.P., or
anyone else, but that the swdjres should be appointed by
a committce. From this it will not be difficult to read
the thought of the conjurer.

The Hon. ]J. C. Richmond, in a recent lecture in
Wellington on Communism, contended that * Com-
munism in its main idea was more humane and nearer
to Christianity than any other system of freedom.”
There is some truth in this, but also a fallacy. The
village communes were suited to an age of rude culti-
vation of the soil. Does that imply that they could
exist in a time of steam and manufadturing activity ?
If Mr. Richmond is going back te the polity of bye-
gone ages, let him, 1f he can, harmonise the condi-
tions. Let him, for instance, apply village communism
to London and its commercial system !

A new journal is to appear, entitled The Present Day,
cdited by AMr, George Jacob Holvoake. Its avowed
object is *“ to discuss agitated questions without agita-
tion, and to show that the foolish day has passed when
men could be shocked into the truth by scnsation or
kicked into it by outrage.” It takes for its motto the
words of Cardinal Newman-—¢ False idcas may lLe
confuted by argument, but only by true ideas can they
be expelled.” [This programme looks very like a
cheap and ungencrous manufacture of capital out of
the imprisonment of Mr, IFoote and his fmends for
blasphemy,—Ep. F.IR]

A correspondence has been passing between the
Secretary of the Wanganul Freethought Assaciation
and a Minister of one of the Churches.  Itwas thought
by the former that there would be no objection to its
publication, as it was in no sense private in charader,
but discussed the objedts of Treetheught and
Christianity, and the meral ends each is the best cal-
culated to promote. It appears, however, that the
reverend gentleman objeéts emphatically to the publi-
cation of his comniunications; and thus terminates the
discussion. Why, in the name of common sense,
should a religion claiming to have the hosts of heaven
on its side, object to the light of day being shed on its
reasons ?

The Bright-Spicer Debate is a very sad affair, There
was not only no attempt to answer the arguments put
forward by Mr, Dright, but the Reverend Mr. Spicer
went on declaiming about the audacity of arraying
Science against Genesis—the question they had met to
discuss, DBut waorse than this, the clergyman was
coarse and slandercus. The debate is the sorriest
specimen of dialectics we have come across. Mr.
Bright had nothing to answer at last. The following
incident will illustrate the champion of Gencesis. He
asserfed that Celsus lived about the middie of the
seventh century, Mr. Bright pointed out he ought to
have made him live 400 years earlier.  Mr. Spicer re-
plied that Mr. Bright had found him out in an error,
but he was referring to the time when Crigen replicd to
Celsus. Mr. Brightreplied that they werencarly contem-
poraneous. Mr. Spicer was silent. Mr. Bright, though
logical and well-informed, wants a liltle morc cyclo-
pean vigor. He scemed to sympathise with his op-
ponent’s weakness.

| is blunted by two considerations.

Figures were used by the Arabian Moors about goo,
and were introduced into Spain in 1000, and into
England in 1253.

Mr. Stout's recent visit to Melbourne will have the
effect of establishing more intimate relations between
the Freethinkers of the colonies.

A slight reference to the religious opinions of the late
John Richard Gureen, by the Rev. Mr. Haweis in the
Contempoerary Review, would indicate that the brilliant
historian had abandoned Christianity. It is not im-
probable a biography of the author of a * History of
the Eunglish People™ will shortly make its appear-
ance.

The Ifrecthinkers of Paris appeal to all Free-
thinkers of I'rance to help them remeve the remains of
Diderot, their favorite philospher, from his present un-
worthy sepulchre in the vaults of St. Roch, to erect a
statue over his future tomb in some central part of
Paris, and to celebrate his centenary in 1884.

Mr. Bradlaugh's great meetings in London show
how much he has earned the confidence of the working
classes. Ie is perhaps the most popular man in
England at the present moment. His career has been
distinguished by splendid courage,endurance, thorough-
ness, intellectual lucidity, and honesty,

The Rev. Mr. Green, M.IHL.R., has made the dis-
covery that the Danube and Dnieper have been named
from Dan, one of the Ten Lost Tribes. The name of
the * Circle-squarers " has been given in England to
people with crazes, such as the Anglo-Israelites and
and the equally curicus mortals who think that Bacon
wrate the works of Will Shakespeare.

The Bible as a school book has been questioned on
moral grounds in the Napier School Committee by one
of its members, Mr. Carnell, who bravely contended,
against much prejudice, that as a text-book it would
be injurious to the morals of the children,  Some men-
tion was made of the sturdy Freethinker being boy-
cotted for taking up such a position. The best reply
to this is for the Freethinkers of Napier to organise,

Another Wesleyan Minister has joined the Church
of England in the diocese of Dunedin.  Has this going
over any any connexion with the saying at Home that
when a bethodist gets a gig, he begins to feel a desire
to join the Church of Ingland 7 Wesleyanism has
quite as respectable a pedigree as any church we know,
and its pastors should stick to their corporation until
they become Freethinkers, The church of hluff King
Hal has nothing in its history to recommend it, and
much to be heartily ashamed of.

The ¢ Liberal,” of Sydney, contained in one of its
recent numbers an attack on Mr. Bradiaugh for refus-
ing in the * National Reformer’ an advertisement an-
nouncing a ledture by Mr. Charles Watts, The
surrounding circumstances are not given. The attack
The first is that
announcements of Mr. Watts's lectures are published
week by weekin the ¢ National Reformer,” The second
1s that Mr, Waltts is one of the editors of a paper that
has treated Alrs. Bezant in a very ungentlemanly
manner, The “law of resentment” is still a living
force in ethics,

The Rev. H. W, Beecher, in a sermon on ¢ Poverty
and the Gospel,” has the following lament :— A tend-
ency of our times is towards infidelity among laboring
men, particularly so among mechanics, In other words,
the first result of a more intcilicent education and a
more prospereus condition of things among the laboring
classes, is to repudiate churches, Of course there are
a good many exceptions, and in seme communities this
will appear much less than in other parts. 1 have
noticed that the working-men who come from Great

Jritain to this side are, to a very Iarge extent, Infidel.
I notice this toe in our socialistic movements, and in all
the questions of political economy.  The laboring
classes who think are tending to think themselves away
from the house of God, from Sunday, and are subistituting
arrangements of their own. Itisfatal.” [Yes, *“fatal’ to

| theology and the supernatural, but {ull of promise for

humanity., When * laboring men ” begin to think for
themselves, the true millenium is about to dawn, Mr.
Beecher.]
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Ernest Renan describes the maxim ¢ Do unto.others,.”
&ec., as “ rather worldly wisdom.” Philosophically, it

is egoism in the abstract, and ultraism in the concrete.

The Trafalgar Squarc demonstration to protest
against the exclusion of Mr. Bradlaugh from the House
of Commons on the 6th August was one of the grandest
of the kind ever held, the crowd of sympathisers being
estimated at from 30,000 to 40,000 men. A clergyman
of the Church of England, the Rev. 5. D. Headlam,
was voted to the chair.  Mr. Bradlaugh made a most
cloquent and impassioned speech,  The law is on his
side, and the Liberal fecling of the country is coming
over to his side also.

Proguess.

Organisation is equally necessary for the wide extension
of the Freethonght movement, and for the protection of
individual Freethinkers., The time is net far distant when
the different ¥Freethought Associations of this Colony will
he linked together in a federal union, with its annual con-
ference composed of delegates from all parts of New Zealand.
Orgunisation means strength and power for attaining resalits :
wherever therefore a few Freethinkers are congregated,
there they should form themselves into an association, hald
meetings, and establish relations with other associations.
By this means they will soon become powerful to command
respect for freedom of thought, while they will find on their
side the enthusiusin that is stimulated by work and effort.

The Freethinkers of Napier, who are strong in numbers,
are about to form themselves into an Assccintion, and hope
to begin under fuvorable auspices. We wish them good speed.

In Patea a few very earnest and devoted Freethinlkers
have mooted the gquestion of ovganising, Theve are pechaps
move Freethinkers in the Patea district tlian in any popu-
lation of the same extent in New Zealand,

The Wanganui Freethought Association has been in
existence only four months, and lLas made very rapid ad.
vances. It commenced with & membership of fifteen, and
lias gone on increasing until it has a voll of about eighty.
The meetings have been well attended, and the interest not
only sustained but increasing,

Persecution sometimes hag its uses, though we cannot
recommend it.  There have been large nccessions of members
to the National Secular Society of which Me, Bradlaugh is
President, wainly in consequence of his unjust and illegal
exclusion from the House of Commons.

FREETHOUGHT IN WANGANUL

It is an intevesting sign of the times that simultaneously
in several parts of New Zealand Freethouglt societios have
been organized. And in taking o brief vetrospect of the
Wanganui Freethought Asscelution it is gratifying to find
that it has wade such satisfuctory progress. Duaring the
few menths of its existence there has been a steady increase
of wembership, a more settled appreciativeness on the part
of the audiences, and we believe that the greater part of the
work has been faivly accowplished,  Freethought, however,
in every essentiul particular, has been serupulously kept in
view—no creed has been formulated, ne mental trammel
Lins been pluced npon anyone, And it must here be noted
that the Association las been fortunate in possessing the
services of a gentlemun of ubility and influence, who has
ever stepped forwanrd with first-clags lactures and carried its
meetings to a suecessful isswe,  Other members, too, have
propounded the priveiples of Freetiiought with carnestness
and intelligence, and the satisfuctory result has been that we
have had short lectures, essays and discussions upon u variety
of suljects—science, philosophy, theology and Listory receiv-
ing alternate consideration.  And the n:ost pleasing feature
in all this is that « free platforny has been upheld,  Inevery
instance of au address or paper, eriticism lhas been invited,
and every opportunity given for free and fuir discussion.
We seek the truth and we afford the means to oltain it.
And a review of the work of the Association would be in-
complete, moreover, if we did not record the fuct that the
resident clergymen of the town have Leen courteonsly invited
to address the large and attentive audiences that assemile
every Sunday evening, upon any subject they might choose.
It appears, Lowever, that they arcnot at all anxious to

|
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obliterate the dangerous crrors of Freethinkers, and conse-
quently the well-meant invitation has received no response.
If a good shepherd hath lost one sheep, he will leave the
ninety and-nine and scek the losl one, and relurn with it
safely to the fold.  Unfortunately, they did not know
everything down in Judea. Parscns eannot see the moral
of the story now-a-days! It must also be acknowledged
thab the orchestra gives pleasure and variety to the proceed-
ings ; and we are very pleased to Lear that an efficient choiv
iz to be organized,

Whilst congratulating curselves upon the satisfactory
progress the Wanganui Frecthought Associution has made,
Lowever, we must not forget that a great deal remains to be
accomplished. 1In a small community like ours, it undoubt-
edly requircs no little courage to oppose those © twin sisters,”
bigotry and Phariseeism, always so powerful, Let every
Freethinker in our midst do his duty by becoming an active
or passive member ; and thereby strengthen and encourage
those who are striving to »id the world of hypocrisy and
superstition. The one desire is to firmly establish a temple
where freedom and intelligence shall not be interdicted ; an
organisation where the guiding aim and principle shall be ;
‘“Let us all be free.  Free to accept the truth as we perceive
it; free to helieve, free to reject. Nothing but the right
to know and utter the truth.”  And so long as a few good
friends adliere to this liberal line of action, so long, we be-
lieve, will the Association be able to maintain a respectable
and acknowledged position.  Ferd sup.

Y.

CANTERBURY FREETHOUGHT ASSOCTATION.

We have much pleasure in publishing the following report
of the annnal meeting in connection with the above Assoeia-
tion, kindly forwarded by the Corresponding Secretary
of that body, who writes :—

ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

On Bunday, September 2nd, the annual election of officers
took place as follows :—W. Pratt, President and Treasurer ;
J. Webber, Vice-President; I (! Hull, Honorary Secre-
tary ; B. Button, Musical Director; J. M. Thompscn, Choir
Master ; J. I, Morris, Librarian ; and a Business Committee
of twelve members,

THE LYCEUM

For children in connection with the Association, under
the very able superintendance of the Misses Button and the
Honorury Secretary, has had an average attendance of sixty
during the past month, and has been made both instructive
and attractive to the children,

ANNIVERSARY.

On Sunday, 16th September, the second auniversary was
commemnmorated by a tea which, from the large attendance,
taxed the resources of the caterers to the utmost, and passed
off very successfully.  After tea there was an exhibition of
the Magie Lantern by one of the mewbers, and from seven
to nine o'clock short addresses were delivered by various
members upon Freethought and Progress. The Hall wags
very effectively decorated with evevgreens, flowers, and
mottoes, in doing which some of our members had devoted
a good deal of time and trouble,

HERESY.

Probably every shade of religions opinion has, in its turn,
been condemned as hevetical.  As a rule, heresy is, to each
man, just that which he thinks erroncous ; and the hevesy
of one sect is the orthodoxy of another, A dismal, disgrace-
ful, and disgusting Listovy it has been,  Any opinion which
the so-called and self-called Catholic Chureh proncunced
heretical, was regarded as worse than any vice, than any
crime. 16 signified not how just, how pure, how benevolent
a man might be: if Le were tainted with heresy, the most
ferocious scoundrel on the face of the earth, provided le
were Orthodox, was wore acceptable to God than lie.

Happily the progress of civilisution has been such that
now, in wost conntries, heretics are allowed to live. DButb
still, men of almost all schools condern each other's opinions
as heretical ; and still it is believed by many that, although
man has ceased to punish hevesy, God will punish it with a
tremendous penalty; still, too, many an error, or alleged
error, in religious cpinion, is considered by 1ot a few more
serious than any immorality, and a drunkard of Evangel-
ical views is supposed to have u buiter chance of saivation
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than the most sober man who douhts the Mosuic authorship
of the Pentatenely, or the Evangelieal purport of Selomon's
Song.

A man s nof anod for mneh nuless there be something of
the heretic in him ; unless he hag 2 niind so independent,
Lionest, and courageons as to think for himself, and also to
choose Lis own opinions.  And to the man who woukl not
be a heretic, our advice s, Siy, give up your right of private
judgment, give up your wental freedom, give up your intel-
lect and moral marhood, shut your eyes, open your mouth,
and take and swallow whatever priests and other parsons
may giveyou, Ileresy! Why, the Apostle Panl distinetly
and delibevately commsnds us to be hereties ; for what else
is the meaning of his words when he says, * Prove all things
—hold fast that which is good 1"

We cannot prove all things, we eannot prove anything,
unless we be at perfect liberty to prove aix opinion concerning
it ; and the forming of an opinion is Leresy. Heresy is a
neutral word ; it may be the choice of what is good, it may
be choice of what is bad. We Lope that we are no less de-
strons than other meun of avoiding the evil choice, the heresy
in a bad sense ; but we believe that the best way of avoiding
it will, in the long vun, prove to be the free and honest exer-
cige of indlividual minds upon all religious questions.—Rev.
Hugh Stowell Brown.

THIELISA.

The following is a resumd of a paper on Theisn,
which was read at a meeting of the Wanganui Free-
thought Association on July 22:—

The affirmation of Theiswm is, that the ultimate cause and proper
explanation of the universe is the existence of an intelligent Being,
having attributes analogous to our own. The first arcumet in
favour of Theism is the general concensus of mankind, Whatever
men have universally aceepted as true must be true; men have
universally believed that the universe is the product of a living
mind; therefore, it must be tvne. The value of this argument is
that it throws the burden of disproof on atheists, Un'ess un-
answerable evidence for atheism and against theism can be produced,
itis more probable that the general bellef isright than that the excep-
tional disbelief is so.

The second argument is that from Caunsality. Inasmuch as
gsomething 45, something must always fave becie; and this eternal
existence must be the cause of whatever else is,  We cannet escape
the necessity of thinking an eternal First Cause,

The third argument is that {rom Design, We are obliged by the
constitution of oar mind to trace up theadaptations of means to
ends everywhere visible in nature to a mind like our own in kind,
though infinitely transcending itin the degree of wisdem and power.
The universe reveals at all points thought and forethonght,—puarpose
and plan; amd we are compelled to postulate the existerce of a
great Being, whose handiwork it is.  This necessity is not removed
by lengthening the chain of natural causcs.

The fourth argument is the metaphysical,  Theidea of the Infinite
and Absolute 15 a necessary idea of our reasen ; therefore its
existence is nmecessary, Alan himself cannot be the higlicst being
in the universe, since he can think of a higher, Our highest idual
cannot be devoid of reality.

The fifth argument is the moral or practical.  We are organisod
with the distinct purpose of becoming good, wise and blessed ;
therefore, we must be the creatures of a wise and holy Creutor.
Our nature demands an cbject of infinite love and adoration. If
there be no God our natnre is an anemaly, and we must be the
most unblessed of all creatures, 1'nrther, we ave blessed or curscd
by conscience, which marks an cternal distinction between right and
wrong, and demands obedicnce to the vight, The dictates of
conscience have a majesty and urgency which can belong only to
a supreme moral personal will.  Toregard the moral law asa mere
abstract idea would bring the moral imperative to ruins, and reduce
mankind to rational and meral despair.

The ¢combined force of these arcuments in favor of Theism is
such as to make absolute atheism all but incredible, and to give to
the belief in God the highest degree of rational probability, T view
of these arguments, wemay firmly plant our feet on this foundation
* God is, and is the rewarder of them that diligently seck Mim.”

RLEPFLY.

We have been favored with the following reply to
the above by a member of the Wanganui Ireethonght
Association :(—

The affirmation of Theism scts out by deslroying its Supreme
Deing. Man is conditioned by finite attvibutes, A Deing with
“analozous " attribules to man is therefore not infinite.

First Argument.—Neither the major nor the miner premiss of
the syllogism is true. Men at one time universally aceepted the
theory that the snnwent round the caril, Nor have men univer-
sally believed that the wniverse is the product of a living mind ;
the aborigines of Avstralia, among othors, o wit. The burden of
disproof, thaiciure, is not thrown an atheists until at Ieast the two
first propositions of the syllogisin are established. But they arc
faise.

Second Argument—The last seutence begs the whole question.
The Avgument is confused, and may mean anything, and therefore
may exclude a Tirst Cause, thus: “The universe is something,
Something must always have been. Therefore the Universe

mnst alwavs have been.”  Henee, God or the First Cause is got rid
of by the Theist’'s own argument.

Third Argument.—Design in evolution shows for one adaptation
myriads of nusses, and seldom if ever perfect adaptation. The
< CGreat Being.” therefore, is deficient in forethought or power, To
postulate such a Being need not be sericusly objected to, He
would not be of much account if he did exist,  But as the Being
himself would show * purpose and plan,” by the same argument he
wenld require another Being to make him, and so onal indaiiu.
The design argnment therefore feads to a whetr Pantheon of Gods
creating each other in an endless chain.

Fourth Argument—Ilere again we have tlie major proposition
destitnte of pronf.  The atheist does not think of a higher being.
Nor can the finite mind have any just wlea of mfinity.  ldeals
are ofien imaginary, and at best are but a shadowy substance
out of which to shapen gods.  Dat the argminent fails for want
of the universal thought; and this is sufficicnt reply.

T'ilth Arzument.—This argument appears to be more rhetorical
than logieal. If the *purpose ™ is that mankind shoald become
« good, wise,and blessed,” a  wisc and holy Crealor " cannot have
the power to fulfil the purpose whilemillions are perishing through
net being good, wise, or blessed.  And thus we have wisdom and
holiness out of all proportion to power. The attributes destroy
one another,  The existence of moral evil contradiets either the
benevolence or the omnipotence.  Couscience lias no standard of
right and wrong, but varies according to tendencv and environment,
Here it may be observed that if the Designer s reflected in the
design, he must be a componnd of good and evil vs these qualities
exist—in other words, the theistical moral arguinent leads to the
conception of a Demeon-Deity.,

Finally, “the combined foice™ of the arguments in favor of
Theism is the equivalent of several minus quantities, showing no
positive advance towards the proof of the existence of the Being
shadowed forth. It may be added that the Atheist does not deny
the existonce of Cod, > thing
expressed by the word. Itis for the Theist to demenstrate the
evistence of whaf he wants to prove. His efforts above will indicate
hew far he is from satis(ying the demand,

ITp gimmniley hao

HESCRRTHIN ne

has no conception of the

Aotes & Queries,

INTRODUCTORY,

The conductors of this Jonrnal have vesolvel upon a de-
partinent urnder the above head. It is necessary for us to
explain the purposes it Is intended to serve. Tt no doubt
often happens that wany wish to e eulightened on some
peint or other, yet have not the time nov opportunity,
perhaps, to obtain the desived information.  And, on the
othier hand, 1t is alse as certain that an equal number are
nob able to give an answer at onee to any partieular inguiry.
This being the cose, the purpese intended to be served is to
bring these two classes—those whe want to know, and those
who do know——tozether, by the simple procedure of a note
with the query clearly stated, and by a note giving the re-
quired answer.  Seientific, Jiterary, and historieal questions
we expeet to be the most prominent, thoongh the lue need
not be vigidly druvwiiat these.  In loeal history, for instanee,
there is e immense amount of good Listorieal materinl
which is treasuved np by mere tradition, and which tends 1o
dic out gradually.  And vpon other subjects, many persons
not gifted with the power of doing wueh in the way of
expressing their notions may be alle, in o short pavagraph,
to put forward o really original and sciminal ke, whieh,
fulling haply on good soil, will produee abundantly,

QUERIES.

1.—Tu the eourse of his lecture before the Wanganud
Frecthought Association, anent © Thelstic and Anti-Theistic
Theevies,” Mr. G Grant quoted from 1YIfolbacl's (1)
“Hystem of Natave” to the efleet that that writer deiies the
divine cxistence. T have carcinlly vead that work—espe-
eially Chapters £and 3, Purt TL, wherein Le so ably examines
the proofs of existence of the divinity as given by Descartoes,
Malebranche, Clavk, Newton, &e.—And 1 have been unablo
te discover anylhing so unphilosophical,—Y.

2—Can any of your veaders biiofly state the distinetive
touchings of Mohammedanism respecting o future existenee ?
Lrecently vead that the Koran refuses ull liope of reaching
Licaven to the fomale portion of wankind '—Exquinnz.

J.—Bome years ago Charles Southwell eame to Now
Zealand. Thavebeeninformed (hat this onee ableand fenrless
worker iu the Freethought movewent in nglund joined ihe
Weslyans of this Colony, Leeame a proancher, wind also edited
a paper in connection with that body.,  Any pavticalurs
will greatly oblive—-A FVreerniNees,

F—What is Odylism T—Tyro.

J—Dr. Willin L. Carpenter, who has considered Mes-
mevism, Spiritwalism, ete., historieally and scientifieally,
over forty years, is said to have at Iixt acknowledged tho
truth of the plicnowena. I this is 2 fuet, can any of your
veaders give Dr, Carpenter’s reasons,—T,
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THE SALVATION ARMY IN CHRISTCHURCH,

[FROM A CORRESPONDENT.]
Christchurch, Sept. 12.

I daresay some account of the doings of the Sal-
vationists lerc will interest your readers. You are
aware, a few months ago a small party of Salvationist
officers arrived in Dunedin, and from their own point
of view a successful footing has been obtained there.
1t was not to be expected that Christchurch, with its
clerical and sanétimonious associations, would escape
the notice of the Hallelujah Brigade; accordingly, a few
skirmishers were detached for this duty. The Gaiety
Theatre, after a brief financial parley, surrendered’;
and now a section of the Army ‘ hold the fort” in
Cathedral Square. It was not long before its ad-
herents were reguisitioned for a big drum and brazen
instruments and uniforms, and now a number of
smartly-dressed recruits, and Hallelujah Lasses in dark
blue dresses and poke bonnets, testify to the liberality
of the deluded ones.

This Salvation mania may be regarded as a mild
form of the epidemic which swept over Europe during
the sixteenth, seventeenth, and part of the eighteenth
centuries, which was signalised by the burning of
witclies and heretics, such merciless and atrocious
cruelties having only been rendered possible from the
great mass of the people being thoroughly imbued with
a beliet in the existence of devils and demons by their
catechists and teachers.

The Salvationist leaders of the present day are simi-
larly obtaining a fictitious and transitory influence by
terrorising over the minds of morbidly inclined people
by conjouring up vivid pictures of a personal devil
roaming about seeking for victims, and a material hell
with its quenchless fire, it being represeuted that the
only escape is plenty of knee drill, a complete sur-
render of Lthe reasoning faculties by which a childlike
faith in the redeeming blood of a cruelly murdered
immortal is alone possible, and the miraculous sacrifice
conceived and accepted as a logical, consistent, and
natural event, ecssential to salvation, combined with
liberal contributions to enable the *officers” to pro-
mulgate, advertise, and spread through the land such
“glad tidings” of  pecace and joy.”

When the promoters of the * Blood and Tire” doc-
trines first commenced their missionary labours, they
received a good deal of petting and patronage from
high church dignitaries, it being said that good worl
was being done in spreading a knowledge of gospel
truths among a large section of the population quite
outside the pale of religion ; and the generality of the
clergy, knowing hiow intelligent criticism is extending
and freeing men's minds {rom the trammals of creeds
and dogmas, were disposed to regard with satisfaction
and complacency the prospect of upraising a new
multitude of devotees as a formidable counterpoise and
barrier to the frecthought and sccular tendencies of
the age.  But a change in their views is alrcady per-
ceptible ; they now find their congregations thinning,
and the offertories falling off, in favour of the more
exciting scenes and discourses of the rival expounders
of their own doctrines, and it will be a curious com-
mentary  upon their previous encouragement and
support, if, as is very probable, a pulpit crusade is
commenced before long, denouncing the immorality
and Dblasphemy of these salvationist and hallelujah
mectings,

It suited the policy of General Grab-all to begin his
propaganda with the low multitude as a good adver-
tising medium for drawing funds from other classcs,
and appears to have admirably answered the purpose ;
but now the rag-tag and bob-tail may hang on to his
shirts and recetve a certain amount of cncouragement
and toleration, being useful for public demonstrations
by which the adherance of a paying class has been
sccurcd—and it is a perception of this fact that is
bringing about a revulsion in the public mind.

Col. Ingersoll pithily represents the new faith and
the old when he says:—T believe in the new firm of
“ Health and Heresy,” rather than the old partnership
of “ Disease and Divinity,” doing business at the old
sign of the ** Skull and Crossbones.”

Bems.

He that wrestles with us strengthens onr nerves and

sharpens our skill,  Cur aniagouisi is v helper.—
Burke.
1

Life is not so short but that there is always time
enough for courtesy. Self-command is the main ele-
gance.—Emerson.

Do not unto another what thou wouldst not have
another do unto thee: this is the whole law, the rest
1s but commentary.—HILLET.

Wishing, dreaming, intending, murmuring, and re-
pining, are ali idle and profitless employments., The
only manly occupation is to keep doing,

Major Tucker, the leader of the Salvation Army in
India, was put in prison because the commissioner was
profoundly grieved that the people were addressed as
sinners.

It is one of the most curious of moral facts that a
stupid man, although he would indignantly reject the
idea of his own stupidity, is always suspicious of the
orthedoxy in his own belief of a man whom he feels to
be intellectually cleverer than himself.—Saturday Re-
view,

In heaven, we arc told, there is more joy over one
sinner that repenteth than over nincty-and-nine who
haven't goneastray. Itis justthe other way here below,
There is more joy over one righteous man who goes
astray than over ninety-and-nine thousand sinners who
have kept at it all their lives,—DBoston Transcript,

A member of the Paris Ecole Pratique d'Acclimation
has discovered a species of spider on the African coast
the firm and long web of which resembles yellow silk
very closely, and is said to be almost as good as the
productof real silk worms. The syndicate of the Lyons
silk merchants has closely investigated the matter, and
the result is reported as highly favorable. Therc seems
to be no difficulty in the way of acclimatising the new
silk producer in France.

The Saturday Review says :—< Mr. Palmer has some
amusing stories to tell us illustrative of the popular
Russian view of English religion, Thus a Russian em-
ployed as doorkeeper at an English chapel, on being
asked how socon the service would be over, replicd, ¢ 1
think it will soon be over, for a long time since they sat
down tosleep.” Againa Russian lady pitied the English,
as being worse off than any other ¢lass of religionists ;
‘even the T.utherans have Luther, and the Calvinists
have Calvin, though they don’t know how to use them,’
but the English have no saint to help them, so they
must certainly go to a bad place.”

Oblivionis infinitely preferable to the Christian theory
of a future state, for, if we become insensible to happi-
ness, we are also beyond pain.  Death will be an cternal,
drecamless, unconscious rest. According to Christian
teachings, on the other hand, ninety-nine of every hun-
dred human beings are consigned to a never-ending
torture of indescribable horror. 1fmywife, if my children
and friends, are doonied to endless torment, there can
be no heaven or happiness to me; all the crowns of
glory, alt the golden harps, all the songs of heaven's
hosts, could not bring me a single hour of happiness,
much less the cternity of enjoyment that is promised to
the faithful. —Dr, Arter, in ¢ The Bible: Is it of
Divine Crigin 1"

The Constantinople correspondent of the New York
Tribune writes :—One hears a great deal in America
about religion that has no trade-mark of good deeds,
But the full capability of the race in this respect can
only be seen under Eastern skics. Here, you can see a
man who thinks no moie before committing robbery
than before picking a ripe plum from the trec——a man
who can kill a neighbour with as clear a conscience as
he can wish him good morning,—a man who can tell to
a hair the number of blows with a club that will kill,
and the number that will merely stun, and who under.
statds how to pad a club with ‘sand so that it will Lill
without breaking the skin; and you will find the same
man tulking to you about love ta God and about dilli-
gence in prayer, producing conscientious scruples about
eating his mutton unless it has been butchered in a
peculiar way, groaning in spirit when by accident he
kills a {lea, and calling a servant to remove a bedbug
frem his wrist, lest hic own less skilled fingers might
mangle the gentle insect.
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NEW ZEALAND CHRISTMAS CARDS.

NOW READY FOR SENDING HOME BY MATL.

BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED, AND PRINTED IN COLORS BY
MEANS OF CHROMO-LITHOGRAPHY.
TO BE OBTAINED FROM THE PRINCIPAL BOCK.
SELLERS THROQUGHOQUT THE COLONY, OR FROM
THE PUBLISHER, WANGANUL

Price: 6d., 9d., and 1s. each, including postage.

D /l R. A, D. WILLIS has much pleasure in sub-

witting to the public of New Zealand his series
of CHrIsTMas Carps, executed at his Caxton Printing
Works, Wanganui. In crder to secure fidelity of design
and taste in execution, the services of one of the most
skilful and experienced artists from the Home country
have been secured, and the result of his laborsisa
colle¢tion of scenes which Mr. Willis has the utmost
confidence and satisfaction in placing before the public.
These scenes embrace views of special interest, show-
ing out to advantage those glimpses of mountain, lake,
and glen, which, from the hands of a capable artist,
are so well worth preservation; and other views repro-
duce the flora of New Zealand, in all the peculiar
grandeur and charm of foliage and flower. Every
scene has been executed from sketches actually taken
by the artist in the bush, and the aspedt of the snow-
clad meuntains and the effect of sun and shade are the
results That the
work has been ably and conscientiously carried out
in every department of chromo-lithography, and every
process of coloring, will be obvicus from an examina-
tion of the cards; and the publisher can confidently
point to them as procfs that artistic work of this kind
can be produced in New Zealand equal to the very best
of the imported cards. The main object of the pub-
lisher in 1ssuing a series involving such an cxpendi-
ture of skill, labor, and time, has been to supply the
special want long felt by residents of the Colony who
may wish to send te their friends on the other side of
the world pictorial illustrations which shall convey an
adequate idea and a tasteful realisation of the land
we live in, Both in the strict fidelity to nature of the
designs, and in the rich and suitable coloring, 1t is
believed that this obje¢t has bLeen fully attained.
Several of the views have Leen submitted to shlled
judges and experts, as well as to persons familiar with
the scenes represented.  They have cxcited the
warmest admiration, and called forth expressions of
surprise that work of such a kind can be produced in
New Zealand on such a scale of finish and complete-
ness, From the list of views which will be found
below it will be scen how wonderfully varied they are
in their sources and designs.

TREES, FERNS, ETC,
vaf and sir :

H P, PR P Y Uy
of his own péraonal obSCIVAtion.

POROPORO—With its tan

TUTU—The tints o the dron
shadus,

NIKAU PALXM—-Most celebr
grace of the spreading leaves hiei

¢ fowers being reproduced inal their heantifol

el af the New Zealaad fora, the majesty and
o beiutifully depictud,

KARAKA—IR this the transition tints of the berrics, fram olive preen to a
bright orange, are well shown,

TAWA—Shewing the pretty purpie bertics on which the New Zealand pigeon
peneraily feeds,

TITOKI—=The New Zuealand rasplerry, whose handsomne clusters of lerries
make this tree remarkable,

HOUHI--The white epen potals, with a faint yellow centre, are werthy of note.

PONGA FERN.—Onu of the tnest af New Zealand tree fuons, the canopy
of arching fronds constituting an cellective picture,

KAREAO—The peculiar shape of the leal and the bright scarlet burries of the
Supplejack are here represented.

MOCK ORANGE--Shewing the contrast of the tiny white fowers and the rich
orange berdles,

KARAMU—With the clusters of bri

BLACK MAIRIE—The speas-Tine by

known timber tree are shewn to advanta

it heszies on vividly green feliage,

soud varion si-tinted berries of this wells

WHERC-WHERO—~The drooping leaves and berrivs of this parasitic plant are
well represented.

POHUTUKAWA—The g;nrgcr-mq appearance of these flawers has heen well
canght by the artist, who has here reproduced one of the most brilliant glimpaes of
scarlet in the N.Z. bush.

VIEWS,

RUAPEHU—Trom the Wanganui sitle.
of ti-tree lowers and faliage,

MITRE PEAK—Milfard Sonnd.

RANGITOTO ISLANI —At cetrance to Anckland harbor,

MOUNT EGMONT—A belt of clond surrounding the suow-clad eone,

MOUNT COOK—From the Canterbury slle, with monntain torrent issuing from
its base,

LAKE MANAPOURI—With snow-clad mountains in the back-ground.

LAKLE ROTORUA—AL evening, with the shadows lengthening in the placid
lake,

The view is surrounded by a closter

AGEXTS FOR THE SALE OF THE FREETHOUGHT
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Maxwell ... J. Brown | Greymouth W. H. Perkins
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TO CORRESTONDENTS.

Mr. Tregear's valuable paper is too late for our present number,
but will appear in our next,

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,

J.R. —The literal meaning of the word Atheist is *“ without God.’
Agnostic means ©° withont knowledge” (of God.)

8. —The chronology of Archhishop Assher was arcepted by most
Christian authoritics until Genlogy disturhed the reckoning. The
theories of the Apolagists since started are legion.
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OUR FIRST NUMBER.

Ix introducing to the circle of its future readers the
first number of Tur FrezTHoucuT RLVIEW, we desire
to state In terms distinct and explanatory the ends and
principles it is intended to serve,  In the first place, it
is believed there is room for a periodical without en-
croaching on the ground taken up by other publica-
tions devoted to the spread of I'reethought prineiples,
which shall openly and without reserve discuss ques-
tions affeéting socioty, as well as the problems in religion
and politics on the solutien of which the social con-
ditions themselves depend. Our aim, first and foremost,
is the happiness of mankind in this life.  Whatever, in
our opinion, may tend to hinder the advance toward
this ideal, 1t will be our duty to assail.  Tor superstition
aud prejudices, as we feel no reverence, we shall show
no regard.  Antiquity has its intercst and its lessons,
but implants no desire that history should repeat
itself.  Man has long enough preyed on man,
making this carth a pandemonium. 3Moral sauctions
have been conveyed in rewards and punishments, the
interpreters of the supernatural declaring that society
would fall to pieces the moment the future state was
withdrawn from the thoughts of men. We reject the
doctrine, and it will be our duty te discuss and examine
the foundations on which it rests. If the evidence is
weak, incenscquent, inconsistent, opposed te reason,
and the result of ignorance and faith, enquiry will
undermine the superstructure, and it will fall. It will
thercfore be one of the aims of the Review to contri-
butc its quota towards the critical investigation being
carried on by Frecthinkers into the testunony on which
the religious, moral, and political systems of the ancient
times have been handed down and enforced in laws,
It is no less meriterious and right to pull down ervor
than to build up moral systems founded on truth. And
it is not for anyone to objet on the ground of conse-
quences.  The disintegrating forces of Nature are as
essential to progress as are the forces which combine in
new forms adapted to human interests. Think for a
moment what the result would be if in the physical
world Nature ccased to resolve organic bodics into
their original clements! There could then be no place
for improvement amid universal stagnation. And it
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would be just the same morally and religiously. The
destru¢tive work of Freethought hence has its value
hardly less marked than what it claims to perform on
the construdtive side. Une thing it could not do il it
would-~it could not injure Truth. Let no one then be
afraid, for to show fear in this is unphilosophic and
absurd. Qur friends, we hope, will understand from
what we have already written that we suggest a wide
latitude for the exercise of the analytic faculty, The
iconoclast or image breaker has his use, and must be
allowed to exercise his vocation within wide limits,

But has not Freethought a positive reason for its
existence ? Its distindtive teaching in ethics might we
think be fairly summed up in the familiar aphorism—
“virtue is 1ts own reward.,” Obedience to con-
science is the highest moral injunction, transcend-
ing all creeds. Religious dogma covers over and
obscures this sublime lesson, and people wonder that
formalised religious instruction does not make them
better than they are. The wonderrather isthat it does
not male them worse. Need surprise be felt at the
prevalence of larrikinism! We have only to go to
those model religious institutions, the Universities, on
public occasions, to see one of the results of religious
teaching, The riotous, destructive, and utterly selfish
conduct of the young gentlemen who have been so re-
ligiously cared for in zll the ** foundations,” is a pretty
commentary on the influences that are said to be so
potent in moulding the disposition. Follow the ma-
jority of even the best of these men into Parliament,
and judge of their fine feeling for the rights of indi-
viduals who may happen to oppose their prejudices,
Nay, let us step up into a higher region, and measure
the selfishness and class hatreds which fill the hosoms
of the Bishops who have a wvoice in making the laws.
Freethinkers can enter upon their positive duties with
light hearts, knowing that the results of their teaching
cannot be worse, and can easily be better, than the
fruits produced by the supernatural tree. It will be
our duty from time to time to illustrate the positive
side of the Freethought system, founded as 1t is in
moral principles illumined by knowledge and science.

The most effe¢tive method of diffusing Freethought
principles is by means of association and erganisation.
Principally through the courage and energy of friends
in Dunedin, the Freethought movement has spread
or is spreading to every town of importance in the
colony, The ice having been broken in the South,
Freethinkers have been emboldened to unite and assert
their opinions without fear of persecution. The mave-
ment is but in its infancy ; it is destined to become a
great power for good ; though we cannot suppose that
1t will not have to face a long and determined war,
carried on with bitterness on the part of the enemy,
and not always according to the rules observed by
civilised belligerents. What matter, so loug as the
cause is good. For ourselves we hope to be able to
render material assistance in making the organisation
wore perfect, in establishing links of communication
between Freethinkers, and above all in keeping before
them those vital principles of action and conduét by
whiclh the movement must be governed, We shall
have to ask the assistance of our friends everywhere in
forwarding the work we have undertaken. Turs Frez-
TEOUGHT IREVIEW, to be successful, must attract both
pecuniary and literary support—the former in a wide
circle of subscribers and advertisements, and the latter
in articles and news from seccretaries of societies, and
from friends who have something to say to others on
the questions that relate to our social life. And now
we hopefully launch our barque on the tide, believing
that it will receive its share of favouring breczes, and
be able to weather the storms which must be expected.

THE FUTURE.

In America, the land of cquality, they have “Bonanza
Kings," Railway Kings, and millionaires of ¢other
persuasivns,’ who have become the aristocracy of the
Republic. How do these men in a short lifetime ac-
quire their enormous wealth ¢ By their skill, oy their
industry, or powers of organisation, or the steady labor
of masses of men drilled to obey with mathematical
precision their commanders—or through all these forces

combined ? Whatever the governing force, the la-
borers may with perfect truth exclaim: ¢ .Sic vos non
nobis’—we labor not for ourselves ! We have taken an
iHustration from America, but in every civilised country
may be found the same conditions ; similar illustrations
of the few appropriators of the first {roits, the many con-
demmned o be satisfied with the gleanings.  Socialists
—earnest philanthropists—observing the phenomena,
hope for the remedy in an equal or equitable apportion-
ment of what is created by labor. The drones would
be exterminated, kaving no useful functions to perform.
The working bees would have returned to them their
stores of honey, according to their wants and interests.
The social economy of the bee would be the social
economy of the industrial human hive, minus the great
armyof drones. The theory is simple, apparently just,
has a working analogy in the animal kingdom to recom-
mend it, with its phases in the history of the human
race. But is civilisation the building and filling of
store houses and nothing more?  Would men paint pic-
tures at so much per square foot of canvas? Would
the doctor receive the remuneration of the baker, and
feel enthusiasm in the art of healing, having no hope of
preferment 7 Such questions might be multiplied
without limit. The enjoyment of life is the best part
of life; but the industrial system which requires men
to work tolive and live to work, is not far removed from
slavery.

Yet socialism has many forms, and may show
a brighter side. A community moderately endowed by
its industry with the means that express comfort, in
which poverty shall have no place, and misfortune and
sickness find adequate and immediate relief, has an air
of rustic happiness in which Goldsmith would have
found an elysium., To what are we all aspiring? Itis
not everyone who can play the harp, or sing hymns to
Jahveh in some future sphere. Those who lack the
musical talent must find the sum of their happiness on
the earth, and the problem is to discover thai political
and social state which will at the same time place within
the reach of all the means of enjoying life, and yet not
deprive humanity of the services (with the stimulus

leading to them) of its more gifted members. Bonanza
Kings are not logically the alternative of secialism if a

fertium quid can be imagined. DBut sccialism has not
been defined, or rather it has had so many definitions
that it may be * distributed ’ over the whole field. In
practical politics socialism may be deteted at every
step in our legislation. What is it but socialism to
colledt money unequally by a property tax, and distri-
bute it equally in the education of all? What restriction
indeed is there on the spread of socialism when the
temptation is so strong to make Government undertake
everything which has not been undertaken by indivi-
duals ?

Dut still socialism in its extreme form would be
avoided so long as individual liberty were not abridged
by denying theright to accumulate, enjoy, and bequeath
frecly, wealth or property. Not neccssarily all kinds
of property. There are certain things that may be ex-
cluded from the power of wealth to acquire, without
advancing in consequence towards socialism in the
absolute form we are contemplating. The Post Office
is maintained by the whole community to carry the
letters of the community, Inthe same way the Govern-
ment, instead of alienating to individuals the right to
draw rents from the soll, may draw the rents itself.
The land having no value apart from the uses to which
it may be devoted, individualism is not weakened so
long as the tenants may reap where they have sown,
and have the right of property in the profits. There is
a somewhat marked distin¢tion between killing indivi-
dual enterprise, and framing an equitable system by
which enterprise will be opened o a greater number,
"The future of the ' greatest number’ may even now be
faintly discerned. In one direction a modified State
socialism may continue to malke rapid advances. In
another, individualism may be strengthencd, and the
right of individual property maintained. In each ad-
vancing at equal pace, will probably be found the
complementary parts of the higher civilisation, Dut
what prefound considerations the subjec begins to
suggest when we think of how much has to be done
betfore the relations between the duties of the State and
the rights of the individual can be reconciled !

—C.
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Materialisme : By C. \W. RicHyoND, one of the Judges
of the Supreme Court of New Zealand. Welling-
ton : Lyoir and Dlaiv.

This is an elaborate attempt to prove that the
hypothesis of the Materialist is insufficient to account
for Mind. ¢ The first cause of the Matcrialist is
matter in motion—nothing more-—and I ask again is
such a cause of things conceivably adequate to the
production of the known effects ?”  Isthis a fair state-
ment of the question 7 What recent exponent of the
Materialistic theory has spoken of a first cause, or of
such cause as matter in motion merely? But the
essayist qualifies almost to the extent of self-contra-
diction, and, noticing Professor Clifford’s theory of
Mind-stuff, says: * No theoxy which disperses senti-
ment and inteilect amongst the atoms composing our
bodily frame can account for that conscious unity
which is the most intimate of our convictions. Mind
as it exists in the atoms is supposed to be something
less than human: that being so, the summation, or
fusion of their immediate intclledtual forces, or even
the bringing of these forees to a focus, were any such
process imaginable, do not give us the required elfects
in the production of human consciousness,”  There is
a pretty little fallacy mixed up in this stalement. If
instead of the words ¢ less than the human,” we sub-
stitute ¢ potentially containing the human,” we have
the atomic theory more accurately stated ; and now it
will be less difficult to arrive at the * conscious unity ™
by the evolutionary process. MMr. Richmond uses meta-
physical terms which the materialist rejects.  What is
meant by “ creative power,” or, * at the beginning a
causeadequate”? Referring to his own illustration, can
he find the *“ cause adequate ™ of water, in oxygen and
hydrogen, without the chemical synthesis or analysis ?
If the atoms potentially are endued with properties out
of which mind may be evolved, we see no more difficulty
in “conscience unity " than in the identity of a trec.
But Matenahsm has been almost unmaterialised by the

‘brilliant induétion ” of Darwin., Lxperiment has net
revealed atoms, or discovered their properties, but it is
moving in that dire&tion in trying to find out some
more hidden property in the gases than any yet brought
to the test, In the meantine the Materialist has taken
up new ground, and even changed his name, in consc-
quence of the light thrown on Nature by LEvolution.
Mr. Richmond glows with enthusiasm in his descrip-
tion of the Darwinian hypeothesis, yet, strange to say,
concentrates his attack on the well-worn “ matter” of
the Materialist, overlooking the legitimate product of
Darwinism, the Monistic theery of the Uaiverse, In
which neither Matter nor Spirit has place. The one-
ness of the Universe, of Spinoza, involves a potency
equal to every form, to all the phenomena, and what
we term Thought is onc of the presentations. It
appears more dilficult to conceive the cvelution of the
higher from lower forms of life, than the spontancous
generatxon of life from the  sentient atoms.”  Having
apparently granted the former, Mr. 1\1C11111011dlO"lLd.“y
has no need to stumble at the lattcr.

Natural Religion : By the author of Ecce Homo. Lon-
don : Macmillan & Co., 1882, Sceond 1idition.

The brilliant author of this the latest sensation in the
religious worltd has undergone a rather marked develop-
ment since he elicited the admiration of Mr Gladstone
for Ecce Homo. Lord Shaftsbury's judgment was
sounder than the great statesman’s when he expressed,
in rather strong terms, his opinion that that work was
the most dangerous and * the vilest ever vomited out
of the mouth of hell.” He meant that the author,
denied under a gloss of words, the godhead of Christ.
Mr Giadstone thought differently, and he was wrong.
in the work which 1s now exciting so much attention,
the author gets rid of supernaturalism, and finds a
Natural Religion and a Natural Christianity, corres-
ponding in its nature to the worship of Art or Science,
and analagous to what is called Culture, The word
Religion, he thinks, is a better term than Culture, and
expresses iuore fitly the Higher life—a hife purely
human aud this-worldly, The author does not appear

to dlffer much ﬁom the views held by the Positi-
vists, finding one of the highest objects of worship
in Humamty “We have remarked in short,” he
says, “that both the Old Testament and the
New lose that appearance of obsoletism which ec-
clesiastical formalism has given them, and stand out
as true sacred beoks and classics of manikind, so scon
as in the former Nature is written for Ged, and in the
latter Humanity for Christ.” {Page 246). This is
clear enough to dispel any haze that may have gathered
round his definitions in other parts of the \\011 . The
author’s idea is that the Hebrew conception of re-
ligion in the Old Testament underwent a continual
development, and he deplores the fact that Christi-
anity has, for several centuries, forgotten the lesson and,
instead of looking forward, has been looking bacls,
The faith havmrr become stercot\pcd the V\Ol]d is
moving away f10m Christiamity, when the latter
should have kept pace with the world, and remained
the teacher. The book 1s full of rich thought, and
will make its impression on minds capable of receiving
impressions.

Sticince and Religion :

By Alr Justice IDIGINBOTHAM,
Punedin :

]mcph Braithwaite,

This attempt to reconcile Science and Religion is
made by throwing overboard the dogmas of Christi-
anity. A reconstruction of the Christian system is
sought in the ethical teachings of Jesus, all creeds and
conlessions being rejected.  * If)” says the author,
“sve cxcept the first articles in the carliest and the
least exacting creed, the Apostles’ creed, which is a
superfluous repetition, we shall Aind scarvcely anything
in the ereeds and standards, increasing as they multiply
in the number and oppressivencss of their arbitrary
dogmas, that is not an unautheorised addition to the
primitive simple doctrines.”  The fall of Adam and
“ the doctrine of hereditary guilt are not so much as
mentioned once by the founder of Christianity.”  The
laity, who have become indifferent to the creeds and
systems, are * the only imstrument by which reforin
can be effected.”  The progress of Science has made
the old beliefs about God and Religion nadequate to
the intellectual wanis of the age. Science and Re-
ligion would be united by placing the latter on a free
basis without creeds, articles, and standards., The
new religion is to be found in the * profound phil-
osophy, and aiso in the sublimest life, of Jesus of
Nazareth, the Light of the World.,” The lecturer
fairly Icplesults ihe intelligent lay mind in the Protes-
tant Churches, and as the lecture was delivered under
the auspices of a Presbyterian elergyman in an orthor-
dox church, it may also represent the opinions of a
small section of the clergy.  Thut part of the Christian
testimony with which Science is 1o collision, such as
the Resurrection, is ignored, though it is as much the

“ prinitive simple doctrine™ as the maxims contained
in the Sermen on the Mount. The orthodox cleigy
may well reply, ¢ You effect your reconcthation by
rejecting all that the church deems vital in the teach-
ings of Christ and the Apostles.”  ©Mr Iiginbetham
would find some difficulty in his rejoinder. We have
no doubt the lecture is calculated to widen the * pur-
pos¢’ of the age. blen are more influenced by senti-
ment than logic.

Decacon Jones was happy, indeed, when he was told
that his daughters, dear girls, had gone to the revival.
Their mother didnt tell him that it was a revival of
“ Pinafore.”—Transcript.

A witness who had been called to give evidence asto
the defendant’s character, testilicd that he bad always
moved in good society. ¢ What do you mean by good
sociely 77 asked the Court. ¢ Socicty in which it is
fashionable to speak evil,” promptly answered the wit-
ness.

As inowaiking it is your great carc nol to run your
foot upen a nail, or to tread awry and stram your leg,
so lct it be in all the aftairs of human life, not to hurt
your mind or offend your judgment,  And this rule, if
carclully observed in all your deportment, will be a
mighty security to you in all your undertakings.—
Epictetus.
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Correspondence.

THIL FREETHOLGHL MOV
0O THE ERTTOR OF THE FRELTUOTGHT REVIEW,
anennooment of the starting of o journal as bulieated,
as o vehicle for the expression avd publication of the opinions of
advanced thinkers, and the enconragement already received, is very
gratifying evidenve of the progress of Liberal views, and the veuture
should command the support of all truly liberal minds thronshout
the Colony. Wauganut having taken the lead in the X orth Island
in the suceessful organisation of o Frecthought Association, 13, In this
new venture in the ranks of litevature, affording additional evidence
of enterprise and spivit that well merits a long snd prosperous career,

1 send Lerewith P00, for annual subseription for six copics,
andd shall do my utmost to extend it eirenlation in this part of the
colony.

o o
PR Tl AR

I am, &e.,
Wirriam Prarr,
President and Corresponding Seevetary of
the Canterbury Freethought Association.
Clhyistelnreh, September, 17th 1883,

THE FRLETEOUGHT REVIEW,

TO THE ERITOR OF THE FREETHOUGHT REVIEW.

Yrr—Those in favor of progress throughout the whole of New
Zealand must vejoice at the contemplated issue of your Freethought
Journal. A paperof thekind is caleulated to supply awantthat isfels
by all advanced thinkers, and your first number will belooked upon
as marking an epoch that in the history of Progression will be Tong
remembered. T learn von purpose giving it the title of the ¢ Free-
thought Review.” Under this heading you will no doubt publish
gome account of the varims Freethought Asseciations that are
furmed in the large towns of thiz colony. By this means cur strength
(intellectual and otherwise) wiil beeome known to eavh other, Thia
and other information {easily obtained) will have & most salutary
etfeet in promoting the cause, strengthening its present adherement,
and the public generally will have an opportunity of knowing,
through its columus, the liberal and tolerant spirit of Freethought
Organisations. T trust your extensive undertaking will receive the
support of all liberal minded men and women throughout New Zea-
land. Kindly place my name on the list of your subscribers,

I am, &e.,
J. J. BrexkmeLe,
Secretary Wanganui Freethonght Association,
Wangaunui, September, 11th 1883,

CONSCIENCE AND DUTY.

A Wellington correspondent sends us the following :—

¢ Thave o word to say about yourprospectus, and which isnot meant
tobeinany wayillnatured. Yousay you will have ‘nocreed but con-
seience.’ Now [would ask you, whose ermscience is to be your creed
Becanseo it seems to me that the individual conseience is indeflnitely
elastic, nothing appearing too unjust to it when sclf-interest is con-
cerned,  1f you take the collective conscience, you will fiud it just as
aceommodating,

“You say your standard of Faith will be to ¢ advoeate the Light
aud Lrac’ Now it dous not seemn to me that there is anything
specially Freethinking about this; it does not scem that you have
fmproved upon the text * Do unte others as you would be dene by,
and its practical {llustration, the story of the good Samaritan,

“Yeu can pubne down as a subscriber, when I will look for an
answer to this.” -

[Our Christian friend, in wmisapprehending conscience, fulls
into n rather obvions crror.  What “appears ” % unjust ®
to conscience, so far from being o part of conscience, is
opposed to it, andis a testimony to the validity of its moral

authority.  Moreever, it the term “elastic consclence” is
anything more thaw eant or slang, it is a selfcontrudiction.

When through selfinlercst something is done whicli the
conscience disapproves, the conscience is not stretehed but
violated,  To the query, © Whose conscience” we nceept as
the moral standard in the placo of crevds—we reply, cach in-
dividual conseience, as the highest moral tribunal to which
its possessor can oppeal. Itway Le vudimentary, crude, and
uncultivated, yet its sanction te the individual is not therely
weakened, Knowledge s the only means by which the
ideal conscience may bo approached, Christians approprinte
the injunciion ¢ Do unto others,” though it dates heyond
the Clivistian ern, and the thought is not specially Sewmitie,
Nor is it perfect as & moral guide.  The perscontor, for iu-
stance, was not prevented from perpetrating acts of eruclty
ou the heretic, since he could not coneeive hiself o hevetie,

R L e by N T
therefore could not apyly

and ¥ The Grand
Inquisitor wight himself say that ift he were a heretie, le
ought to be burned, and that he was doing to another in
burning lLim, as he would be ““ done by,” if he were iu that
olhier’s position.  As a precept it 1s devious, and means no
more than that one shall not do that which Lie believes to be
wrong.  The consciousness of right and wreng is the diveet

ircentive, “do unto others” the indireet, to act uprightly.

T S}
LS TGRS,
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Both ave fallible, and require the same kindof enlightenment.
We thevefore think the terms questioned appropriate and
valid, thougl we did not intend them to be exhaustive in
marking the distinetions hetwesn T“'w'r-:ﬂ_-!\f_mgilﬁ and Chris.

tiamt}'.]

Scence lotes.

Professor Huxley has been elected President of the
Reyal Society in place of the late Mr, Spottiswocede.

Several interesting additions have been made to the
Assyrian collections of the Dritish Museum, including
sonme curious catly Babylonian contract tablets, dating
from B.c. 2yoo.  They are from the mounds of Tel Sifr,
in Southern Babylonia, and cach tablet 1s in duplicate.
One 1s smaller than the other, and contains within it a
bull's head about 410 in length and depth and 210 wide,
carved and chased with great skill and finish out of
some hard white wood resembling ivory, which suggests
a comparison with that found at Mycenz by Dr.
Schliemann,

By the evaporation of ethylene in vacuo, Messrs,
Wroblewski and Olszewski have obtained very low
temperatures—as low as 136 below the centigrade zero,
or 213 below Falirenheit’s zero, By this means they
succeeded in freezing abeolute alechol at—r130.5 C,,
equivalent to—=203 I, It forms a white solid after pass-
ing through a viscousstateat—129 C.  Itssolidification
thus resembles oils and fats.  They also easily obtained
liquid oxygen and nitrogen, both of them being colorless
and transparent. It will not be long befere these
difficult operations are brought within the pale of
le@ture experiments,

Dr. G. Decaisne has submitted to the Society of
Public Medicine the results of some interesting obser-
vations concerning the eftects due to the use of tobacco
among boys, Thirty-eight youths were placed in his
charge, whose ages varied from g to 15, and who were
in the habit of smoking, though the abuse of tobacco
varied in each case. The effects, of course, varied, but
were very emphatic with twenty-seven cut of the thirty-
seven boys. With twenty-two patients there was a
distinét disturbance of the circulation, bruit at the
carotids, palpitation of the heart, deficiencics of diges-
tion, sluggishness of the intellect, and a craving, more
or less pronounced, for alcoholic stimulants. In thirteen
instances there was an intermittent pulse.  Analysis of
the bloed showed in eight cases a notable failing off in
the normal number of red corpuscles. Twelve boys
suffered frequently from blezding of the nose,  Ten cem-
plained of agitated sleep and constant nightmare,  Four
boys had ulcerated mouths, and one of the children
became the victiim of pulmonary phthisis—a fact which
Dr. Decaisne attributed to the great deterioration of the
blood, produced by prolonged and excessive use of
tobacco. Treatment with iron and quinine give no sat-
isfadlory result, and it secms tolerably evident that the
most efledtive, if not the only cure, is to at once forswear
the habit, which to children in any case 15 undoubtedly
pernicious,—Lancet.

L’ Astronomie says:—On a beautiful summer's night,
August, 22nd, 1704, Jerome and Lefrancais de Lalande
noticed a star in Aquarius, which they estimated of the
=1 magnitude. Six years later they thought it of the 8
magnitude.  In appearance it resembles a star which is
not exactly in the focus of the telescope,  Herschel had
observed 1t in September, 17382, and recorded it as an
admirable planetary nebula, very brilliant, small, and
elliptical. Lord Rosse and Lassell perceived that it
was surrounded by a ring, which gives it somewhat the
appearance of Saturn.  The spediroscopic chservations
of Hugeins indicate that it is a gascous mass, in which
nitrogen atnd hydrogen predominate.  Most of the other
planetary and annular nebulme give similar results,  In
871 and 1872 Brunnow, the Irish Astronomer-Royal,
measured its parallax and concluded that its distance is
fuoie Lian jog,000 times as great as that of the sun, and
its diameter is vrobably greater than that of the entire
solar system.  This would make its volume more than
33%,860,800,000,000,000 times as great as that of the
cartll,  We have thus before our eyes a now systeny,
which is probably undergoing the process of condens.
ation througl which our sun and its attendant planets
passed hundreds of millions of years ago.
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THE PHILOSQOPHY O SECULARISAM.

Real life—that is, an oviginal rclation to man and to
the universe, worship of one's own ideal, conseeration
by one’s own love-—has for ages been postponed by
despairing hearts to another world, and thither where
their hearts were their treasures followed,  DBut that
waking grows din.  The future is all unsure. Lost
oppertunities are lost for ever, He who throws away
his life upon dogmas or dreams is as one who throws
life away in dissipation. lLet every heart arvise and
claim its full measure of cxistence !

The weakest will is strong enough to scledt its right
elements and organize its fair life, if it be only free—
free to concentrate itself each instant upon the nearest
need of life—the essential condition of every farther step.
It is the single, siaple will, intent each mement onlits
truest and best, which finds those moments ever weaving
the general life into beauty, and virtue into joy.—Mon-
cure D. Conway.

ATHEISTS.

Pref. Tyudal, in alluding to Atheists, says - —

Tt mav comfort some to know that there are among ns many
whom the'gladiators of the pulpit wounld call Atheists and MMaterial-
ists, whase lives, nevertheless, as tested by any accessible standard
of morality, would contrast more than favorably with the lives of
those who seek to stamp them with this offensive brand, VWhen T
say offensive, [ refer simply to the intention of these who use such
terms, and not because Athelsm and Materizhsm, when compared
with many of the notions ventilated in the celumns of religious
newspapers, have any partienlar offensiveness to me.  If I wished
to find men who are scrupulous in their adherence to engagenments,
whose words are their bond, and to whom moral shiftiness of any
kind is subjectively unknown ; if Twanted o loving father, 2 faithiul
husband, an honorable neighbor, and a just eitizen, T wealdseek
him in the band of Atheists to which 1 rcefer. T hove koown some
of the most prenounced among them, not only in life, Lut indaath
seen them approaching, with open eves, the inexcrable goal, with
no dread of 2 hargman’s whip, with no hope of a heavenly crown,
and still as mindful of sheirduties, and asfaithinl in the discharze
of them, as if their eternal future depended upon their Iatest deeds.”

"

AN ANGLICAN CLERGYAAN ON TIIE
OLD TESTAMENT,

The Reverend A R, Fiichett, in a sermon preacned
in Al Saints Church Dunedin, on Sunday the 26t
August, replied to a ledture of Judge Tiginbotham's on
“ Science and Religion,” wind made the tollowing obscr-
valions (reported in the Dunedin Stary, on the averment
that— The Churches wore cemmitted to anthropo-
morphic conceptions of God Inconsistent witl the teach-
ings of Modern Scicuce ™ i —

ANTIRIPGMORPITISH,

The Churches were charged with maintaining anthropnm wphic
views of the Dicty, and so with presenting to the people as the
object of worship a different Cud to the God revenrted in natire an:l
known througl science.  Amtiropomerphism s the attriputing of
a hawman form wo God—human parts and passions—the conceiving
of the Dicty as like ourselves. The lectirer himself expliinad why

pptions woere natural in the carly stages of the vace’s
mental  development, and admitted that they were Inevitable,
Before the advent of mudern science this planet appearad o be the
principal body in
appendages for

=g, moun, and st woere meve
;man was concelved ax the chicet
intellizent erenturs of the Divine
government,  Gad reloned over the kingdems of men
menarchh over the satyaps who governsl his provinees
Wings, irrespensivle, arbitravy in Lis action, varving in Dl
capable of veing deflected from His purpoese by lmman entreaty,
God in short, was mainly conceived as o magninied man, and in the
childhood of the race it was natural so to concoive him,

TIIE OLD TESTAMENT.

Anthropemorphic eonceptionzs mudnnbiedly pervade the Tiebrew
Seriptares.  The OLd Testament s the record of veligons develup-
ment in a pavticular peeple. At the beginnivg of Jewish history
Jehovah is a tribe God—the God of Alraliam, Isane, and Jagob,
11e is a God anengst other and rival gods —greater than they, but
it was long before the Jewish mind was cleaved of the notinn that
the gods of other tribes and otherregions had a real existence.  As
the tutelary deity of the clan, Jehoval was enshrined or tabernagiod
in a dwelling, At Salem was his thboernacle, and Lis dorelting in
Zion. In the hely place of the Temple the lid of the Atk was
Jehovali's throne; the cherubic fignies on cither side were the
attendants on his state; the tuble of the shewbread was spread
Lefore him every week, i keeping with the idea of his residence
there. The phenomena of the natural world the Jew referred to the
direct action of Deity. The thander was Jehoval's voice, Whe
lightning “His arrows.  He lools upon the carth and it trembles ;
He touches the hills and they smokie— that was the Hebrow expla-
nation of the carthquake and the voleano. It is tolerably certain

thai this crude anthropomorphism was refined into poetry as mental
development proceeded. The old phraseology was retained, but
was accepted as figurative, Thus in I'salm oy we have: * Who
Tayeth the hreams of higchambers in the waters,” € ¢., in the watery
firmament overhead ; © who maketh the clouds His chariot, and
wualhuilt upon the wings of the wind.” Probably the intelligent
Hebrew no more believed that God Luilt chambers in the sky than
he believed that the wind had wings.  Both expressions were under-
stood as poctry.  In the more clevated utterances of the prophets
anthropomorphism is condemned ami repudiated . ** Canst thou by
scarching find out God 7' " To whom will ye liken God ? or what
likeness will ye compare unto Him ?° " God is not man that he
should le, nor the son of man that he should repent”  Ewven before
the advent of Christ Hebrew thonght had made long advances to-
wards a purer and more spiritual conception of God than that
formed by the primitive tribe,

ANTIIROTOMORPHIAM ENDS WITH JESUS CIIRIST.

The consummation of this progress came in the teaching of Jasus
Christ. * Godis aspirit.” That isthe final word about the naturs
of God, Teyond it we have not got; cannot hope to get.  God is
a spirit; God dwelleth not in temples made with hands; is not
localised either in *' this mountain '’ or in the shrine of the © holy
place ' at Jerusalem. These utterances supersede for ever the
anthropomorphism of the Old Testament, That the ancient Jew
concelved of God as possessing corporeal parts and human passions
as being domiciled in a building, as subject to change—"' repenting
him " aud beirg ** grieved at the heart.”—as entreating to be ‘' let
alone " that he may carry out his original purpose unhindered by
human importunity —that these were men's thoughts of God thirty
centuries ago is nothing to us, QOurs isnot the theology of the Old
Testament, but of the New,

THE LATER REVELATION,

Since the truth was enunciated that God is a spirit we have
learned much.  Not, indeed, respecting the ultimate nature of God
—on that subject the final word has been spoken—Dbut respecting
the methods of Gad's action, This is the contribution to theelogy
which has been made by modern science.  We have learned that
the Creator Spirit, still at work, works in methods ahsolntely fixed
and vnvarying.  The changeless  laws of nature ™ are merely the
mades in which we observe the creative and sustaining power of
God 1o work, Al modern science 1s a commeontary on the New
Testament text which affirms that God s the * Father of Lights,”
with whom s no variableness, neithor shadow of turninz”  Un-
questionably the miost deeply-rooted conviction in the educated lay
mind of to-dayv is thatof the reizn of law, the uniformity of Naturs,
the unbroken eontinuity which links eifect with canse inall natural

phenomenn. Does the teaching given in the churehes contlict with
that conviction?  We bave saen that Jesus Christ finally dismissed
the elider anthropomorpliam by enunciating the tuidd thar Godis

S0 Hlave we, notwithsinding, gone back 1o idens proper
thie childhoad of the vace ? Is the God of the charches a
different God to the Gzd of the University ciass room. That is
the question remaining now to be answerad.

RELIGION V., TREETHOUGHT

The prineipal business of the day with great nntions 15 to destroy
AMiliions of men have
rolision ~~Every nation s

Been kilield in the name of
groaningy wnler the burthen of debt
ncurred 1 carcyiivg o wars against other Christian nations, Tho
world is covered with forts to keep Christians from killing Christ-
aus, and every soa is covered with iron monsters made to blow
Chri brainsinto froth.
teugctiier o unity.

Verily, it s sweet to see brethren dwell
There must be some other way to civilize and
We have tricd creed and dogma and superstition,
ad they have failed miserably,

humanize man.
Let us try tberty. We need
WWe need have no fear of Lemng
On every hawd the peeple are advancing,  The men of

co-—cxploring the heavens and the ecarth und the gloomy
caverus, peoplod with tie demons of the past—are the angelis of to-
day.

Scicnee digs a ¢lod from the carth and makes it into some
great giant that turns with tireless arms the countless wheels of toil,
—Col, It, G. Ingersoll.

DLECAD

LENCE O THE SUPLERNATURAL,

« The wversal klea of the interposition of a personal
ageney in the most common concerns of every-day life,
and the most ordinary natural processes inherited by the
European, has hecome gradually discarded.  Asscience,
by succossive efforts, explaing the sequence and changes
m nalural phenomena, so mystericus to ignorance, the
idlen of personal agency becomes gradually climinated,
awd driven further beyond the region of diredt obser-
vation and experience.  And, as it escapes ordinary
attdntion, the iden of a supernaturalisi gradually fades
from the recolleétion, and ceases matenally to influcuce
condud L — Wesbiuluster eview.

The lover of truth, since he observes it in matters of
no conscquence, will obscrve it still more in matters of
consequence ; for inasmuch as he who is cauticus of
falsehood for its own suke, will surely be cautious of it
as being disgraceful; and such a man is praiseworthy,
—ARISTOTLE.
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FUNERAL SERVICE.

We have been asked to publish a Bervier appropriate to
The fbllowing
Bervice was written by the late Austin Holyeake i —

Lbe read at the grave of a Freethinker.

We this day consign to the earily ke budy of our departed
friend ; for him life’s fitful dream is over, with its toils, and
sufferings, and disappeintments.  He derived his boing from
the bountiful mother of all; he retuns to her capacious
bosom to aguin mwingle with the elements. He basked in
life's sunshine for his allotted time, and hag passed into the
shadow of death, where sorrow and pain are unknown,
Nobly lie performed life’s duties on the stuge of earth: the
impenetrable enrtain of futurity has fullen, and we see him
no more. But he leaves to hLis sorrowing relatives and
friends a legacy in the remembrance of his vivtues, lis
services, his honor, and trath,  He fought the good ﬁght of
Free Inquiry, and trivmphed over prejudice and the resnlts
of misdirected education.  Ilis voyage through life was not
always on tranquil scas, but bis strong judgment steeved him
clenr of the rocks and quicksands of ignorance, and for vears
he rested placidly in the haven of selfknowledge. He had
long been free from the fears and misgivings of superstitions
belicf.  He warked out for himself the protlem of life, and
no man was the keeper of Iis conscience. His religion was
of this world—the service of humantty his highest aspivation,
He recognized no anthority but that of Nature; adepted ne
methods but thuse of science and philosophy ; and respected
in practice no rule but that of conscience, illustrated by the
common sense of mankind, He valued the lessons of the
past, but disowned tradition as a ground of belief, whether
miracles and supernaturalism be claimed or not elaimed on
its side.  No sacred Seripture or ancient Church formed the
basis of his faith, By 1\.1% example, he vindicated the right
to think and to act upon conscientious conviction, Ly a
career so uoble, who shall suy that his domestic affections
were impaired, or that his love for those near and dear to
Lim wasweakened? On the contrary, hisindependent method
of thought tended to develop those sentiments which have
their seurce in hwman nature—which impel and ennoble all
morality—which ave grounded upon intelligent personal
convietion, and whiclh manifest themselves in worthy and
Lieroic actions, especinlly in the promotion of truth, justice,
and love.  Tor worship of the unknown, he substituted
duty ; for prayer, Work; and the record of his life bears
testiony to his purity of Lieart, and the bereaved ones know
but too well the treasure that is lost to them for ever. If
perfect relinnee upon any particular belief in the hour of
death were proof of its truth, then in the death of cuv friend
the prineiples of .S':mlldllmu would he trivmphantly estab-
lished.  His belief sustained him in health ; during his
illness, with the certainty of death before him at no distant
period, it afforded Lim consolation and encouragement ; and
in the last solemn moments of his life, when he was getting
as it wereinto Lis own grave, it procured him the most per-
feet tranauillity of mind.  There were no misgivings, no
doubts, no tremblings, lest he should have missed the 1ight
path ; }mt he went undaunted into the land of the gv eat
departed, into the silent land. It may be truly said of | Lim,
that nothing in life became him more than the manner of
his leaving it. Death lias no tervers for the enlightened :
it way bring regiets at the thought of leaving these we Liold
dearest on earth, but the consclousness of a well-spent lite is
all-suficient in the lust sad honr of humanity. Death is
but the shadow of a shade, and there is nothing in the name
that should blanech the clheek or inspire the timid with fear.
In its presence, pain and care give place to rest aud peace,
The sorvow-laden and the forlorn, the anfortunate and the
despairing, fiud repese in the tomb——all the woes and ills of
life are swallowed up in death, The atoms of this earth
chce were living man, and in dying, we do but retura to
our kindred who have existed through myviads of generations,

[Here introduce any personal matters velating to the
deceased .

Now our departed brother has heen removed, death, like
a mirvor, shows us his true reflex,  We sce lis clivacter,
undisturhed by the passions, the prejudices; and the infirm-
ities of life.  Aud low poor seem all the potty ambitions
which are wont to sway mankind, and how small the ad-
vantages of revenge, Doath is so genuine a fact, that it
excludes falsehood, or betrays its emptiness; it is a toneh-
stone that proves the gold, and dishonors the baser metal.
Qur friend has entered upon that eternal rest, that happy
ease, which is the heritage of all. The sorrow and grief of

those who remain, alone mar the thought that the tranguil
sleep of death las suceeeded that fever of the brain ealled
life.  Death comes as the soothing ‘111odyng of ull our woes
and strugeles. and we Inherit e earth as & veward for the
toils of life, The padn of parting is peignant, and ennnot
for a time be subdued; but regrets are vain.  Every form
that lives must die, for the penalty of life is death, No
power can brenk the stern decree that all on carth must part ;
though the chain be woven by affeetion or kindred, the be-
loved ones who weep for us will ouly for & while remain.
Tliere is not o flower that scents the mountain or the plain,
there is not » rescbud that opens its perfumed lips to the
morning suy, but, ere cvening comes, may perish,  Man
springs up like the tree: at fivst the tender plant, Lie puts
forth buds of promise, then blossoms for a time; and grad-
ually decays and passes awnay.  IHis hopes, like the conntless
leaves of the forest, may w ither and be blown about by the
adverse winds of fltc,, bat his efforts, springing from the
fruitful soul of wise endeavor, will fruetify the eavth, from
which will rise a blooming harvest of happy results to man-
kind.,  In the solemn presence of death—solemn, beeause 4
mystery which no living heing lias penetrated—on the brink
of that howrne from whence no traveller returns, our obvious
duty is to emulate the good deeds of the departed, and to
resolve so to shape our course throngh life, that when our
Liour comes we can say that, though our temptations were
great—thongh our education was defective—though our toils
and privations were sore—we never willfully did a bad aet,
never deliberately injured our fellow man.  The rewavd of
a useful and virtuous life is the convietion that owr memory
will be clerished by those who come after us, as we revere
the memories of the great and good who have gone before,
This is the only immortality of which we know—the immor-
tality of the great ones of the world, who have benefitted
their age and race by their noble deeds, their brilliant
thoughts, theiv burning words,  Thelr example is ever with
us, and their influence hovers round the haunts of men, and
stimulates to the highest and happiest daing.  Man has a
heaven, too; but not that dreamed of by some—far, far
away Leyond the clouds, bus here on earth, created by the
fireside, and built up of the love and respect of kindred and
friends, and within the reach of the hnwblest who work for
the good of others and the huprovement of humanity, As
we drop the tear of sympuathy at the grave now about to
close over the once-loved form, may the earth lie lightly on
him, may the flowers bloom over his lead. and may the
winds sigh softly as they herald the coming night.  Peace
and respect be with his memory,  Furewell, a long farewell !

[The foregoing serviee is suitable to be sald over the geave
of an adult male; it may, with slight effort, by altering the
gender, be made suitable for a femnle wlso. It is alnost
impossible to write that which would be applicible to persons
of all ages, It can alwuys be sufficlently individunlised by
some friend of the deceased introducing a fow remurks of a
personal nature].

Avstiy HoLvoAKE.

SUNDAY RECREATION,

Col Ingersoll being lately inquired of as to how he
would have Sunday observed, wrote to the Washington
Post the following clharacteristic letter :—

35 Lafuyeite Avenue, 1
Washinglon, (D, C.,) Fune 16, 1883, |

To tue Lorror or Tue PosT I am in favor of all libraries,
parks, musenms, and picture galleries belng open on Suaday.  Sun-
day shoald be a day of jr‘_\ and recreation. The gloom of the
Furitan Sabbath has darkenced li\'cs enough, Xuthiug can be more
perfectly hateful than the Orthodox Sunday. 1t is a priscn—a
]., «(lof dungeon in which joy is chained and shacikled.

The idea that we can make God happy by making curselves mis-
erabie is the extrame of foily,  The fact is, that ministers fear com-
petiiion. They oo doid that people will keep away from the church
wany taor plece is open,  The ordinary preacher cannot commpete
succc:srsfnlly ngaiust apark or " wax works.” 1 am i favor of belng
happy ceven days iua week, T am the enemy ot dyspepiic ]mty
1 want to see the pf_oplc enjoying themselves. It 1s not reereation
to go to church avd hear about tuial depravity and eternal fire.

There is nothing in the average scrmion to cheer the average man’
I say that all libraries, parks, and g j:Lll&,lica. should be cpen on
Sunday, and [ would iike to hear a grand opera every Suaday.

LRoserT G. IXGLRSOLL.

Illl s fr cquentl} mentioned in the Hiad, and it would
seem1 that the Grecks were very familiar with it It
was uscd for the raised work on shiclds and for greaves,
and it was aiso employed for domestic purposes.
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AUTHENTICITY OF THE GOSPELS.

An interesting paper on the above subject was read at a
meeting of the Wanganui Freethought Assucialion in
August.  The paper showed ihat, taking the Gospels in
their order, the carliest testimony we have of the author-
ship of Matthew is in the flest Lalf of the sceond contury,
Pupins, then DBishop of Micvopolis in Phrygla says:—
 Matthew noted down in the Hebrew language the specehes
of the Lord, and every onc interpreted them as well as he
could,”  Later writcrs also assert that Matthew wrote in
Hebrew, that is, in the Aramaie dialeet of the time, and
Hicronyimus adds—* It is not known who translated this
Gospel, originally written in Hebrew, into Greel.” Papias
says “specches of Our Lord,” and many Dible crities infer
from this that the teanslitor or tvanslators added the
wiracalous and lhistorical parts. That there were several
Greel versions, scems to be admitted by Paplas when he
says “everyone interpreted them as well as lie could,” and
indeed several quotations of the early fathers either differ
materially from cur Matthew or are entirely unknown to
him. Some Hebrew scholars go further than this, and
holdly state that, from the structure of its langnage, cur
Matthew must have been composed originally in Gureel,
and nob translated from the Hebrew at all.

Papiag bears testimony also for Mark. He says -« 1t
was o tradition of John the Presbyter, that Mark, the
author of the second Gospel, was the interpreter of Peler,
and had not himself been atterwdant on the Lord, but had
recorded accurately as far as he remembered, Lut not in
order, the speeches and lectures of DPeter.”

Of the authorship of Luke we have no external evidence
of s0 old a date, butit has a noticeable testimony to itself in
its prefuce.  From this we see that a considerable evan-
gelical literature was in existence, to which Le veferred in a
cvitical point of view ; and that he does not claim any ex-
clusive source, like the teaching of an Apostle, but that lie
has « followed up and encuired into all ihings uccurately
from the first,” which does not scund like the language of
the companion of an Apostle, though the author is generally
consldered as such.

Coming to John, we are met by the startling fuct of the
complete silence of Papias concerning this Gospel, This is
the more remarkable, as e not only expressly assures us
that Le eagerly investizated the traditions about John, but,
as Bishop of Asia Minor, and an aequaintance of Polyearp,
the disciple of Jolin, might naturally have sone aceurate in-
formation about the Apostle, who passed his last years in
Ephesus.  T'rom this it i3 evident that Daplas was not ac-
quainted with the Gospel of John, and from tle silence also
of some of the luter fatliers, we wre driven to tlie conelusion
tliat this Gospel was not known in the Church until the
lutter half of the sccond century, Of this mucly, theugh,
we may be certain, that towards the end of the sceond
century after Jesus the same four Gospels a8 we now have
them were vecognised in the Church, and quoted as the
writings of the Aposiles, and disciples of the Apostles,
whose names they bear, by Irenmus in Gaul, Clement in
Alexandra, and Tertullian in Cartlinge, thongh there were
a number of ollier Gospels sometimes appealed to by or-
thodox teachers ; and, indeed; 16 was about 330 years after
the death of Jesus that the Cliureh colleeted these diffevent
writings, and at the fanous Council of Niee by vote re-
jeeted some, deemed some doubtful or apocryphai, and
apcepted as inspived the collection now beaving the title of
the New Testament, At an carly age there were men who
doubted the authenticity of this Testament, aceusing the
Cliristinns wish re-modelling and re-colning portions of the
original wiitings, filling thein with absurdities and Jies,
Quarrels also arose amongst the carly Christion sects. The
Danicieans, who foruied a very numerous sect ab the cow-
mencement of Christinnity, rojected ag false all the New
Testament, and shewed other writings quite different,
whicl they guve asauthentic. The Valentinlans and several
other scets accused the Seriptures of being filled with fin-
perfections, crvovs, and coufradictions,

From the above we see that if Mabthew (of which we
Lhave no proof) wrote the original Avamaic or Ilebrew
(rospel, still owe present text, by the adwission of its advo-
cates, is an unauthovised translation by some unknown
hand, though denicd cven this suerit by many learned
Hebrew scholurs,  In Mark putting the most faverable
construction ou the evidence—the author details from
memory ouly, as well as lie is able, the conversations and
lectures of Peter (though Bible evitics by no means admit

this)—TLulke, by his own admission, is simply a collector of
traditions.

In John we can find no reliable evidence whatsoaver that
he is the author, or, indecd, that it was written before the
lntter linlf of the sccond century ; and this is the more re-
markable when we consider how mueh the Church depends
on the anthenticity of this Gospel, for it is in John, and
and John alone, that Jesus elaims an equality with God, in
such sentences as “T and my futher are one,” ** he that hath
secn me hath seen my father,” ote.

The paper then gave briefly the result of the Bible
criticisms of the present ecentury, and morve especially of the
German school of crities, who, finding the external evidence
either wanting or nnreliable, devoted themsclves to a search-
ing examination of the structure and language of the
Gospels themselves. The result of this criticism i3 that
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are culled the Synoptic Gospels,
as, though full of inconsistencies and contradictions, there
is a certain amount of agreement running through them, as
opposed to John, which seems to point to a common souree,
or sources, from which the writers, whoever they were,
drew, Again, these crities, bearing in mind that the early
Cliurch was divided into opposing camps—one the Judavim,
or Conservative, led by I'eter, James, and John, and the
other the Missionary, or Droselytizing, with the great
Gentile preacher, Tuul, at its head—lave in the diserepan-
cies and contradictions of these first three Gospels, traced
this contention, and arrived at an approximate idea of the
writers’ views and the time of production.

After giving several instances from Matthew, Blark, and
Luke, illustrating the influence on the writers of this
schism in the eaily Church, the paper stated that, in dealing
with John, modern criticism has announced as one of its
most certain results that it is lmpossible that the same
anthor can have written this Goespel and the Revelations,
the latter being the mest Jewish look in the New Testa-
ment, and the former having ontgrown Judoism more than
even Paul; and that it is evident, from an examination of
its internal structure and doctrines, that it is a production
of the Alexandrian Logos, and first appeared in the latter
Lalf of the sccond century, bern of that evolution in religion
whicl is going on at the present day.

The paper concluded by expressing surprise that so
sinpendous an infringement of the laws of nature should
rest on so weak a foundation, and that if on such cvidence
a case were brought before one of our English Judges, he
would dismiss it on its merits, and not isult the jury by
sending 1t before them,

HOLD THE FLAG.

TUNE—* HOLD THE TFOoRT”
Hark! the trump of Freedom ringing,
Through the hastle’s erash !
Let your joyous shout of ¢ Forward ™ !
Leady answer flasl.

Cuorus—ITold the flag of Freedom flying,
Through the troubled night ;
Round the erimson banner rally,
Children of the light !

Boldly follow wlere she guideth,
Liver take her patrt ;

(ioddess of your worship is she,
Monarch of your heart.

Crnorvs—IHold the flag, ete.

Be your daily work an offering
Laid upon her shrine ;
Never let her blush to own you,
Make your lile sublime,
Coorys—ILold the flag, cte,

Be your heart a hely altar
Lit with living {lame,
Aspiration’s incer:se rising

T'o her sacred name.

Ciorgs—Hold the flag, ete.

Gladly to her glorious service
Tedizate cach breath ;

If you cannot win her living,
Concpuer her by death.

Cuonvs --Hold tle tag, cte,
Auniz Besant,

“ A pretty litile fairy, who lives in Washington and
who is very fond of having Bible storiesread to her, ran
to her mamma the other day and said, cagerly : ¢ Oh!
nmamma, please read me that pretty story again about
little Moses with the bulls rushing after him !
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ANTIQUITY OF THE RACE3 OF MEXN.

(By 8. M. Crry, M.D,, F.L.S, &)

The question of how man first appeared on this earih has
engaged the attention of all thinking persons in all ages,
and it has been answered by various acthorities in difterent
times and places, in several ways, Moses, the liberator of
the Hebrews from Egyptian bondage, being himself the
adopted son of a danghter of the Egyptian monarch, had
access to the archives and éraditions of Lgypt, and the
cities of Babylon, Nineveh, and other countries with which
the Egyptians held intercourse. He {Moses) therefore re-
lated to his cotemporuries and countrymen wlhat hie had
learned on this subject, and lie placed his first man and
woman (Adam and Eve) in a part of Asia near Mesopo-
tamia, from whence the Shemitic races extended themselves
by colonization and conquest, and he gave the tradition of
Father Ad and the Adamites very much as we now find
it upon the Babylonian and Aceadian tablets, where it had
been wiitten in the avrow-headed characters several hundred
years before Moses was born,

We thus learn wmuch of these old Shemites of fonr
thousand years ago, and of how, anterior to this, the cities
of Accadin were estaliished, and where, afterwards, Nimreod
and Ninus built Babylon and Ninevel:, In Babylonia and
Ninevelithese Adamicor Shemiticracescamein contact witha
Turanian race, and mingled with it, as their languages and
personal peeulinrities attest, while in the Arabiaa peninsula
we find much purer specimens of the Shemitic peaple ; and
their writings, language, and peculimities show this in a
marked manner, while there sre now in existence inserip-
tious on the rosks of Hadramout that were engraved 3,400
years ago t that when they are chunged from the ancient
Hawyaritie character, can still Le read as old Arabie words ;
and while recently stadying copies of these inseriptions any
unfamiliar words could be found in an Arabie Lexicon, and
it was curlous to discover in some of these inscriptions
poems of Luttles between lostile tribes, the allnsions to
manufactures, and processes of silk and other cultures, that
were then nnderstoad and in common use,

The Jews, or Tsraelites, another of the Shemite tribes,
were a move mixed people than Arabs. Their long sojourn
in Egypt of £30 years, first as fiiends and afterwards us
slaves, brought about a eonsidernble erossing.  And even
when they were sent out of Tgypt under Moses, they were
atteaded by o wived multitude, as the Sinaitic inscriptions
on the vocks of these parts, with even Moses's signature,
attest,  And, although the Jowish wiiters try to deny this,
there are too many proofs for any wlho can read the Kastern
tongues; for we know that at tirst, when JMoses led the
Israelites out of Beypt, they spoke nnd wrote a dialeet of the
Arabie that was used by the Tykshos Kings and people
wha hnd established thewselves in Lower Egypt. At the
time Joseplt went to Igypt and lived there, and until they
(the Hykshos) were conqueved and driven out, a little
antevior to the time of Rameses LT, these Hykshos people
spoke this Avabisn dialect, and so did their friends aud
neighbours, the Ismielites, for the 430 years they were in
Eaypt.  And so they continued to write and speak in the
Singitic Peninsula, and on to Palestine, where tleir
Igmage gradually changed as they mixed with the Syrian
nation ; and at last, when they were carried away into cap-
tivity into Babylon, and were kept in slavery there for

seventy years, then they lemmed to speak and use the
Chuldenn tongue, which was afterwards changed into the

Hebrew.  The Syrian nations were of the Shemitic races,
as were several of the other old peoples along these shores
of the Mediterranean in Asia.  The Phaenicians had a Inrger
proportion of Sliemites in their people, but they were not
pave Shemites, as we find out from Sanchonintho and the
Greek Listorians.  These trace their Listory to times before
the date of the Noachian delnge, but although they wiite
of events anterior to these dates, they make no mention of
this deluge, and thus their listorians show thut it was nf
no injury to them.

They were the most enterprising of all the carly navi-
gators, and theiv ships not ouly made long voyuges to many
distant parts a6 as early a period as the Trojan war, hut
they sent w contingent to fight at that war under King
Phalis, on the side of the Greeks, B.C,, 1056, there wasn,
king veigning in their city of Tyre, named Abihal, He
had & son and successor named Hiram, to whom Solomon
applied to help him build his temple. This Hiram agreed
to, and sent him both materials and artificers.  Hiram was
swecceded by his son Baleazar, (hus showing that at that

early date there was a regular suceession of monarchs in
this country. They invented and used an alphabet, after-
wards adopted by other nations ; but as we have taken up
o el space wid these Shewmiies we mow pass ou to an
older people of another raes, the Moangolinn ; and thus we
next turn owr attention to another part of Asia, and tind
that in the year B.C, 2,205, or 4,088 years ago, the Em-
peror Yu founded a new dynasty, called Hea, whicl ruled
after this for 438 years. Dut previous to the coming to
the threne of Yu, other dynasties had ruled in Clina,
putting aside as untrustworthy the doubtful or mythological
dynasties which date Lack for thousands of yvears before the
historical evidence is certain and precise.  We have the
dynasties of Pwankoo, and his six imwediate successors,
who were consolidating their nation against the neighbonr-
ing Tartar people, inventing machines, weaving  cloths,
building edifices, and making other discoveries and im-
provements.  This continues through subsequent monarchs,
until the dynasty of Pwankoo is superseded by that of
Fohi, during which dynasty the hievoglyplieal writings
changed into similar characters to tlose now used by the
Chinese.  One of this dynasty, Shinnung, establishied fairs
for the better exchange of goads and merchandise.  1le also
organised the practice of the healing art, hut his relon was
much disturbed by wars with foreign nations, preventing
him thus from accomplishing for his people all that lLe
wished to effect.  Civil wars also occupied him, and he was
dviven froin the throne by Hwangte, who suceecded him,
This monarch exhibited much ability, encouraging writings,
literature, introducing fresh arts, inyproving arms, chariots,
bouts, carts, building cities and villages, ete. e was fol-
lowed by Tekul, who established scliools throughout the
Chinese Enmpire, and did other good works.  Ile was fol-
lowed by Yuou, and by Shun, who were distinguished by
the wise laws and institutions they gave their country ; and
the moral and religions doctrines they promulgated were,
1,656 years afterwards, by Confucius (or Kung Futsse, who
died B.C. 532) again reproduced, or brought forward, and
enforced—so goed did he think them,

Without going further into Chinese histery, seeing that
we have got back to the date .. 2,646, we loarn Ly this
Lrief glance that the Chinese nation was woll organised, and
large in numbers 4,539 yours ago, and that on the borvders
of their country, and stretehing away for vast distances, were
the Tavtar tribes and hordes, known ax Kalwuclks, Huns,
Moguls, Seythinms, Ushegs, Manchaos, Bunganans, Gelacs,
Tungaostes, Massagetaes, Turkomanns, and others.  All
these people, even at that remote date, were so numerous
that they were at war with each other, and sending ont vast
Lordes of men to conquer the other natious. Having learned
that the Shemite and Mongolian races were numerous nations
over fowr thousand yenrs ago, we now direet our atiention
to an entirely different race of 1nen, the ancestors of the Tndo-
Germanic races, as they appear to us by their Listories
written in the Sanserit, Hiud, and other langrages, over
four thousand years before our times.

From the rescarches in the ancient literature of India,
(which fortonately has been presevved Lo us iu such a lavge
quantity that in the lbrary of the Maharajal in Nepaul,
there were to be seen 18,000 distinet works in Sancrit de.),
varions Hindoo writers in India, and sowe Turropean Ori-
entalists, like Jlax Miller, Wilford, and others have ex.
tracted the Dynusties of the Ancient Kings, their wars,
congnests and achievements, and have thus exhibited to us
how nuruerous were the peoples in Hindestan fonr thousaud
years ago; and, favther, that the Tartar hordes were even
then invading Tndia, for in the veign of Rajal: Balw, whe
lived 2000 p.o. this King was being defeated in one of his
baitles witli a Soythic invading host, until his son Bagara
came to his aid with his agui-astram or firearms, and vepelled
these barbarians,

(To be concluded {n our et fssue )

A Middeltown lady, the mother of a bright little boy,
was talking to him the other night, just as she was
putting hin to bed, about the cfficacy of prayer, and told
him that if he would ask God for anything that he par-
ticularly desired, she had no deubt his request would be
granted.  The littie fellow knclt at his mother's knee
and prayed to God to send him fifty little sisters and one
hundred little brothers, The prayer was never finished,
for the mother, aghast at the prospect of having the
house turned into an orphan asylum, lifted the bey to
his feet and tucked him into bed without a moment'’s
unnecessary delay.
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DIRELT IMPORTE LR

R. A. ADAMS,

YWHOLESALE axD Reraiu Drarer, TAILOK,
AND DRESSMARER,

P A T E A,

EDWIN J. KING,
EACHER of Pianoforte, Violin, Cor-
nopean, cte., etr.  Music provided for
Barus, Parties, Proswes, ¥re, in town or
country,

BRASS OB STRING BAND=.

Souy” Unrivalled Quadrille
Pand.,

E. J. King and

AcanpMy or Musie:
ST. HILL STREET, WANGANTUIL

JAMES TIAIN & CO.,
ROX & HARDWARE MERCHARTS,

IMPORTERS OF—
American Goods, Agricaltural Implements,

Brushware, Lampware, Paints, Qils, &e.

Licensed Dealers under Arms Act.

VIcToRIA AVEXNUE,
Tavro Quay, AND St

WANGANUL

WILLIAM AMITCHELL,
OARTER & FORWARDING AGEXNT,

Hrie STREET,

St. HitL STREET, WANCANTL,

Country Orders promptly attended to.

FREEMAN R. JAChSO\,

AUCTIONEER & HTOCK SALESMAN,

WANGANUIL AND ITAWERA

Agent for Wellington steamers—HUTA and
TTIL

Northern 8.8, Co.’s steamers—
ROWENA and MacGREGOR.

VICTORIA

AVENTE.

SPRING AND SUMMER SEASONS,
1553-4,

J. PAUL

]} AS the pleasure of advising his
aumerous customers that he is now
opening up his first shipment of

SPRING AND SUMMIR COODS,

imported direet from the leading wmanufac-
tarers of the United Kingdom and Irance,
and bought wnder exceptionally favorable
terma.  The whole of this large shipment
will be marked very low, and intending
purchasers will tind that, for

ECONOMY AXD VARIETY

my establishment is second to none in
the colony.

J. PAUL,

Dnrarer axp CLOTHIER,

Victoria Avenue.

|

A. M. LOASBY & (0.,
(Succeszors to Wakefield & Hogg),
WHOLESALE AND RUTAIL CHEMISTS
AND DRUGGISTS,

VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANTI

M. LOASBY & CO. respectinlly
« solicit the patronage of the inhahi-
tants of Wanganui and surrounding districts.
The stock has been largely increased, arnd,
where consistent withsupplying good articles,
prices have been materially diminished.
COrders or Prescriptions by Postor Tele-
graph forwarded by first chance, without
exception.
Surgical Dentistry (including Scaling,
Stopping, and Extracting) a specialty.

W. H, NETTLESHIPD
{Late King & Co.),

ARNUFACTURING JEWELLER.
M

(F0LD AND SILVER SMITH.

Electro-plater and Gilder. Masonic Jeweller
and Medalist.

VICTORIA AVENUE, WANGANUIL

TOM FERRY,
LICENSED VICTUALLER

RESIDENCE :
OCCIDENTAL HOTEL,

WaNGaNor,

GEORGE CALMAN,
TEA MERCHANXNT AND GENERAL

PROVISION DEALER,
VICTORIA AVENTUL

TWANGANTLL

EXCOURAGHE

NEW

ZEALAXND
INDUSTRIES.

FF HE NEW ZEALAND CLOTHING

FACTORY employs upwards of 700 hands.
to. TWENTY-THREE BRANCHES!
now opened in New Zealand.
WaNcaNUL BrANeH ;
CORNER OF YVICTORIA AVEXUE
AND RIDOGWAY STREET.

Wi, AHLFELD Maxaarn,

SHARPE
IIAVIN(} left the Corner, has removed
to New Premises next Bank of New South
Wales, Wanganui, where le will be happy

to meet all his customers in future.

v

J. COBURY,
HOLESALE AND RETAIL
FRUITERER,

Vicronia Avesur, WANGANUTL,

Fresh Oysters by every Auckland steamer.

I CORNER BODT SHOP.
W 0 RT

I N & H’H.

EVERVBODY KNOWS IT.

JAS. GRAHADM,
PLU MBER, GASFITTER, TINSMITH,
Erc,, Kre,

Rincway STREET, WANGANUL

JOHN EKENNEDY,
Iil OTELKEEPER AND GENERAL

STOREKEEPER,
KENNEDY’S.

J. W. McDUFF,

COACH-BUILDER AXND IMPORTER,

WANGANTUL

BEING a thorough, practical trideaman,
haring a full staff of first-class mechanics,
and using only the best materials, customers
can rely on getting Sound, Reliable Work,

with a Superior Finish,

8. MAXSO0N,
G_ENERAL STOREKLEEPER,
LRecLaiMep Lavp,

A XN G AN VI,
(And’at Muorimoto.)

W

W, SPRIGGENS,
BOOT AXND SHOE MANUFACTURER,

VICroRIA AVENUE, WaiNGAXNoT,

Importel of every description of ladies',
Gents’, and Children's Boots and Shoes,

DONALD RROSS,
CABINET-MAKEB & UPHOLSTERER,
Tavre Quay, WaNgaNvl
A large stock of
87 CARPETS AXND FURNITURE =
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION

ALWAYS

0N HAND

JAMES LAIRD

} A3 much pleasure in annoumeing to
Country Setblers that his NEW SEEDS,
suitable for the season, are now to hand in
fine condition—comprising Turnip, Rape,
Mustard, Grass Seed, &e, All sceds care-
fully packed aod forwarded first oppo:-

tunity. Price Lists sent free, and every

. information on application.

JAMES LAIRD,
WHOLESALE AKD RETAIL SEEDSMAN,
Taupo Quay, Wanganui,

FPrinted and published by A. D, Willis, a1 his Caxton
Printing Works, Victoria Avenue, Wan_x,;mul New
Zeatand, October 1, 1883, o )
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