
Kaikoura Island to be

Protected and Restored

aikoura Island in the
Hauraki Gulf is to

be protected, restored
and used as an area for the
environmental education of
New Zealand youth. In May,
the Minister of Conservation,
Hon. Chris Carter, announced
a joint-venture deal to buy
Kaikoura for $10.5 million by
combining resources from the
Government’s Nature Heritage
Fund, ASB Trusts, the
Auckland Regional Council,
and Auckland’s territorial
authorities.
At 564 hectares, Kaikoura is
the seventh largest island in the
Hauraki Gulf. Despite being
highly modified, it has
regenerating native bush,
notably manuka and kanuka

with a significant stand of large
ngaio on its eastern coast. The
island is fringed by stands of
pohutakawa, and some
spectacular rocky outcrops and
attractive beaches.
Native pigeon, kaka,
morepork and kingfisher are
found on the island, and
should increase once pest
populations, such as deer and
pigs, are eradicated.
Mr Carter says the island will
be protected as public land
under the Reserves Act,
although it would be managed
by a trust representative of
organisations which
contributed to its purchase.
‘My hope is that Kaikoura
Island will be a place where all
of Auckland’s communities can

work side by side to restore a
flourishing natural
environment, as has occurred
on another gulf island, Tiritiri
Matangi, Mr Carter says. "The
ASB Trusts have a vision of
using Kaikoura as a centre for
outdoor and environmental
education of young people,
andI heartily endorse that.
The Government, through
the Nature Heritage Fund, is
paying at least $6 million. ASB
community trusts will
contribute $2 million, and will
lift this if the local authorities
of the Auckland region also
contribute. The Auckland
Regional Council has already
made a firm commitment of
$250,000. Until the territorial
authorities have decided what

they will contribute, the
Government has underwritten
the difference. After two
months, only Auckland City
had made a commitment
— of $83,000.

Kaikoura Island lies in the
entrance to Port Fitzroy on the
northeast coast of Great Barrier
Island, in the Hauraki Gulf. The
island has been purchased in a
joint-venture deal led by the
Government and is to be used
for environmental education
and conservation.
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This beautifully producedwilderness diary
Stunning photos of Aotearoa New Zealand's includes photographs of Aotearoa New

wildlife and wild places bysome f our Zealandlandscapes;plants and wildlife. It is

leading nature photographers. Weighs less spiral bound to lie flat and shows one week

than 200 grams for economical posting:
to a page.

S15.00
includingpost&packaging including post&packaging
within New Zealand S25.00 within New Zealand
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Send your order; with cheque and deliverydetails, to For overseas orders or to purchase
Upper Hutt Branch, Forest and Bird, PO Box 40 875, UpperHutt your calendar or diary by credit card
Phone Pam Hurly 04-528 5461 or email hurlys@paradise net.nz visit the Forest and Bird website FOREST
The close-off datefor these orders is Wednesday24 November. wwwforestandbird.org nz & BIRD


