“iLooking eas
<ravelling into the Ahuriri Valley in
North Otago, it’s easy to understand
why conservationists, trampers,

J \J climbers and fishers have long enthused

about this outstanding high country. There
are very few alpine valleys east of the Main
Divide which are as scenic and as

ecologically significant as this. Or as
accessible — by a dusty, shingle, no-exit
road that runs off the northern side of the
Lindis Pass which links inland Canterbury
with Central Otago.

The Ahuriri is a delight. The countryside
runs from wide, grassy, valley floors, with
their mixture of tussock, introduced
species, and extensive alpine wetlands,
through thousands of hectares of dense
beech forest, up to alpine tussock and
shrublands and high alpine fellfields.

Peaks like Mt Huxley and Mt Barth soar
over 2000 metres with permanent snow
and large glaciers. Through the centre of
this stunning landscape flow the crystal-

The CI’OWI’\ pU rChase Of B | rChWOOd Statlon clear waters of one of the best trout rivers
in the country, the braided Ahuriri and its

O.pens d h Uge area Of SOUth ISIa nd tributaries; Canyon Creek, Watson’s

high country for New Zealanders, Stream, Hodgkinson Creek and Snowy

Gorge Creek. The Ahuriri and its glistening

Writes Al NSLI E TA LB OT mountains are a superb example of a
Photog ra p hS by GILBERT VAN REENEN. glaciated valley landscape, an iconic part of

New Zealand’s natural heritage. It would
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