Schoolchildren Promote Kiwi Road Signs

DEE PIGNEGUY

hildren from Kerikeri These children have become

Primary School are committed conservationists,

responsible for the proud of the part they played in
unusual ‘kiwi road signs’ along  raising awareness of the value of
the roadsides on Kerikeri having kiwi habitat in their
Peninsula, Bay of Islands. community. They hope the

Pam Scahill, the associate signs will be a constant
principal, says her students got ~ reminder to motorists to drive
involved with environmental at a speed which allows them to
issues through the school’s stop in time, should they see a
‘community problem-solving’ kiwi in their headlights.
programme, when they chose to — Dee Pigneguy
make people in their communi-  Kiyyi road signs on the Kerikeri
ty aware of the plight of the Peninsula in the Bay of Islands are
kiwi. put there by local primary school
An area of particular concern  cpildren as part of a ‘community

was the coastal bush-covered problem-solving exercise. The out-
southern side of Kerikeri lines record ‘road kills’ of brown
Peninsula which is habitat for kiwi. There are now around only
an estimated population of 40 40 pirds locally, owing to land
brown kiwi. It was in this area development and pests.

that new housing development
was taking place, decreasing the
kiwi habitat while introducing
builders, contractors and
labourers, and urban pets.

Increased road traffic also
meant more kiwi road kills, and
the kiwi outlines along the road
mark these spots.

“Specialist Nature tours”

Western Australia

Offers nature lovers some of the last remote, diverse
and spectacular wilderness areas left in the world.
Let our naturalist/ornithologist guides with their knowl-
edge, and undoubted passion for nature show you the flora and fauna of Western Australia.
see the rugged yet beautiful areas of the North West or visit the South with its magnificent
coastal areas, tall Jarrah and Karri Forests and brilliant wildflowers.

For brochures and information: Email: coates@iinet.net.au - WEB SITE: coates.iinet.net.au
TEL: (61-8) 9455-6611 - FAX: (61-8) 9455-6621 - PO Box 64, Bullcreek, WA 6149, Australia.

“SPECIALISTS IN NATURE TOURS"

DEE PIGNEGUY

Setting a new standard for
comfort, support and durability.

Waterproof leather

and construction. Patagonia: Eco-Challenge 1999, 400km’s
non-stop in 5 days. 4 people, 8 feet,
40 toes, no blisters. First place.
Thanks Merrell!
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Vibrar Speedhiker 11™ outsole.
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E R R E I I They were by far the best thing I’'ve worn
Jor heavy outdoor use, with a great balance,

B lightweight but offer enough protection
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For more information 0800 Nevada or www.me-rrellboot.com Southern Traverse 1999 1st place winners

£ S, i

FOREST & BIRD ¢ AUGUST 2000 9



